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PREFACE 


H  E  reader  is  here  prefented  with 
a  fet  of  practical  difcourfes  on  the 
MIRACLES    and  PARABLES  of 

our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift :  defigned  at  firft  folely  for  the 
pulpit,  and  a  popular  congregation  :  but  fince  re- 
vifed,  enlarged,  and  improved  for  the  prefs  :  as  it 
was  judged  they  might  be  ferviceable  to  the  great 
caufe  of  religion ;  and  tend,  in  fome  degree  at 
leaft,  to  promote  the  true  and  only  valuable  inte- 
refts  of  mankind. 

The  fubjects  treated  of  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
cannot  fail  greatly  to  engage  the  ferious  reflections 
of  all,  to  whom  they  are  prefented :  and  ferious 
reflections  on  fuch  fubjects,  cannot  fail  much  to 
influence  every  mind  for  its  good.  The  author 
hoped  therefore  by  introducing  and  recommending 
fuch  to  the  public  attention,  he  might  be  doing 
fervice,  however  he  himfelf  mould  fucceed  in  the 
handling  of  them.  If  well,  he  clearly  difcern'd 
the  high  advantage:  if  otherwife,  high  advantage 
he  perceiv'd  mud  alfo  arife  to  his  readers,  who  by 
his  difcourfes  wou'd  be  led  to  think  more  clearly  on 
thefe  important  matters,  to  confult  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures more  carefully,  as  well  as  thofe  able  authors, 
who  have  done  greater  juftice  to  the  glorious  argu- 
ment. 

Difcourfes  on  the  Miracles  only  were  originally 
intended  :  and  when  thefe  were  firft  pubiifhed, 
there  was  not  the  leaft  defign  or  apprehenfion  of 
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proceeding  farther.  But  the  preflin  g  follicitation 
of  fo  many,  and  thofe,  a  great  part  of  them  un- 
known to  the  authcr,  rendered  it  almoft  impofiible 
for  him  to  withdraw  from  the  Public,  and  to  refufe 
the  difcourfes  on  the  Parables,  which  accordingly 
followed.  Some  doubtlefs  will  not  be  backward 
to  cry  out  upon  this  as  a  ftale  pretence,  and  to 
condemn  it  as  downright  vanity  :  but  the  truth  will 
ever  bear  itfelf  out,  more  efpecially  fince  there  are 
fo  many  ready  to  bear  witnefs  to  it,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge their  own  repeated  defires  :  which  we  would 
wifh  to  interpret  as  a  favourable  argument  in  be- 
half of  our  common  Chriftianity,  as  a  token  of  the 
kind  reception  of  thefe  poor  labours,  and  as  a 
pleafing  evidence,  that  they  are  not  wholly  v/anting 
to  the  great  end  for  which  they  were  preached, 
for  which  they  are  publifhed. 

I.  As  the  difcourfes  were  defigned  for  a  popular 
congregation,  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  author 
could  not  properly  be  led  to  confider  the  Miracles  in 
a  control) erfial  manner  :  his  chief  view  and  aim  was 
fo  to  explain  and  enforce  them,  as  to  render  them 
inftru&ive  and  edifying  to  his  hearers.  But  as,  to 
this  end,  it  is  highly  needful,  that  any  apparent  dif- 
ficulties in  the  letter,  or  any  trite  objections,,  raifed 
in  the  fchool  of  infidelity,  fhould  be  removed  : 
"he  hath  therefore  endeavoured,  in  as  brief  and  plain 
a  manner  as  poflible,  to  ftate  the  LITERAL  iacts  : 
and  to  obviate  real  or  fuppofed  difficulties.  It 
rriuft  be  confeffed  that  a  right  and  clear  flaiing  of 
our  Saviour's  miracles  is  of  very  prime  confequence 
in  the  Chriilian  Syftem  :  fince  their  evidence  tends 
fo  much  to  confirm  the  truth  of  his  divine  million 
and  revelation.*     Hence  we  find  that  the  enemies 

of 

*  See  bifhop  S  ti  111  w feet's  Origjnes  Sacra,  B.  2  c.  o.  Dr. 
Pattens  Cbrijiian  Apology,  and  two  Defences,  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Ralph  Hcathcote.  And  particularly  Occafional  Annotations  the 
a8:fr  in  the  5th  vol.  of  Parkers  Uibliotbeca  Biblia,  p.  683. 
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of   our   common   faith    have  ever  been    bufy  to 
weaken  this  evidence,   and  to  make  tn'is  pillar  of 
the  heavenly  building,  againit  which  however  we 
are  afTured,  the  gates  cf  hell  foal!  ntver  prevail.  Nay 
we  cannot  help    obferving  the   depth   of  the  DI- 
VINE WISDOM,  who,  from   that  darknefs  which 
infidels  and  heretics  would  draw  over  his  facred,. 
word  and  works,  hath  caufed  the  light  of  his  truth 
to  emerge    with    infinitely  brighter    lr.it;  e  :     and 
made  the  malice  and  perverfenefs  of  enemies  ferve, 
by  the  labours  of  his  faithful  fervants,  to  illuftrate 
that  very  revelation  which  they  meant  to  darken 
and  decry. 

Many  inftances  hereof  in  other  refpects  might 
be  given  :  but  a  more  evident  one  we  cannot  have, 
than  in  the  cafe  of  fFOLSTON,  whofe  infamous 
attacks  upon  our  Saviour's  Miracles,  fo  far  from 
gaining  the  end  he  propofed,  ferved  only  to  engage 
the  thoughts  and  pens  of  the  able  fervants  of  their 
Lord  ;  and  fo  to  elucidate  and  undeniably  con  • 
firm  the  evidence,  he  meant  to  confufe  and  over- 
throw.* Truth,  like  genuine  gold,  will  always 
bear  the  touchftone,  and  appear  the  brighter  the 
more  it  is  examined. 

From  the  excellent  labours  of  our  divines,  en- 
gaged in  that  controverfy,  I  have  reaped  no  final  1 
milts :  but  have  not  attempted  to  handle  the  fub- 
jecls  in  that  view,   which  they  have  done  :    ima- 
gining it  fufficient  for  my  purpofe,  to   obviate  ge- 
neral objections  without  producing  them,  and  to 
refer  to  their  labours,   fuch  as  defire  or  need  fuller 
information.     I  muft  confefs,   for  my  own  part, 
that  the  cuflom  of  producing  the  objections  of  in- 
fidels or  heretics,  either  from  the  pulpit  or  the  prefs, 
(except  when  abfolute  neceflity,    or   an  immediate 
reply  to  an  author  calls  for  it)  feems  not  the  moil 

A  2  eligible 

*  See  bifhop  Gitfons  three  excellent  Papral  Letters. 
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eligible  way  of  inftrucYmg,  and  has  frequently,  I 
fear,  been  attended  with  bad  confequences.  Ob- 
jections are  generally  couched  in  a  few  ftrong  and 
plain  terms,  and  fo  are  made  level  to  every  appre* 
hen  lion  :  the  anfwers  frequently  and  neceffarily 
are  long,  laborious  and  diffufe  %  and  of  confequence 
not  apprehended  with  that  ftrength  and  clearnefs, 
which  is  neceflary  totally  to  remove  the  ill  impref- 
fion.*  For  which  reafon  the  more  plainly  and 
fimply  truth  is  propofed,  and  the  more  covertly 
and  pajfingly,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  objections  are  obvi- 
ated, the  lefs  probability  is  there  for  prepoffefficns 
and  prejudices  to  warp  the  mind. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  proceed  thus  in  flating  the 
literal  facls,  where  neceffary  ;    but  my  defign  led 
me  to  be  but  brief,  as  having  chiefly  the  practical 
ufe  of  the  Miracles  in  view :  and  to  this  end,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  draw  from  them  fuch  moral  and 
fpiritual  obfervations,   as  I  hoped  through  grace, 
might  tend  to  make  men  more  in  love  with  God 
and  holinefs. — Though  the  chief  and  primary  inten- 
tion of  our  Saviour's  miracles  is  doubtlefs  to  con- 
firm his  divine  million  :    yet,  I  prefume,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  they  have  other  great  and  good 
purpofes  ;    amongft    which   that    which    I    have 
chiefly  infi (led  on   in  the  courfe  of  thefe  Sermons 
claims  a  principal   place,  from  the  clear  and  unde- 
niable testimony  of  innumerable  writers  of  the  firft 
antiquity    and    credit,     "  His   wonderful    works 
and  miracles  in   nature^  were  intended  to  difplay 
and  prefigure  his  no  lefs  wonderful  works  and  mi- 
racles in  grace.f"     This  I  have  attempted  to   (hew 

in 

*  For  which  reafon  Stackboufe's  Hiftory  of  the  Bible  is  a  book 
fo  dangerous,  and  of  fo  great  prejudice  to  many  :  The  objec- 
tions there  will  be  found  more  itrongly  and  clearly  expreft  than 
the  anfwers.  The  book  would  be  of  great  ufe,  were  it  poffible 
to  remove  the  objections,  and  to  give  the  anfwers,  without  infer t- 
ing  the  obje:>ions  at  all. 

t  See  the  firft  Sermon,  vol.  I.  fee  alfo  p.  57,  &ct  of  the  f3m$ 
vol.  aud  alfo  vol.  II.  p.  399,  4^0,  note, 
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in  the  courfe  of  the  following  Sermons  on  the  Mra- 

cles 

The    attempt   of   WOLSfON,  whether  more 
weak  or  wicked,  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  hath  brought 
up  an  evil  report  and  much  prejudice  on  the  Jpi- 
ritualox  allegorical  interpretation  of  the  fcriptures 
in  general,  but  the  miracles  in  particular.     Hb, 
would  have  all  our  Saviour's  miracles  to  be  merely 
allegorical,  to  the   utter  deftruclion  of  the  literal 
itory.     An  abfurdity  which,   one  would  conceive, 
need  only  have  been  propofed  to  confute  itielf      A 
defire  to  fleer  as  clearly  as  pofFible  from  this  bcylla* 
hath  perhaps  driven  fome  very  learned  men   too 
near  the  oppofite  Charybdis :  who  while  they  have 
excellently  fupportedthe  literal  fiory,  the  fur z  foun- 
dation of  all  interpretation,  have  too  lufhly  denied 
and  excluded  zWfpiritual  or  allegorical  meaning  :  and 
of  neceflity  have  fet  themfelves  at  oppofition  with 
the  firft  and  moft  valuable  writers  of  the  church. 
The  truth  in  this,  as  in  moft  other  cafes,  lies  in  the 
midft.     The  Miracles,   though  flriftly   and  truly 
literal,  are  not  confined  folely  to  the  letter :  though 
fpiritual  or  allegorical  in  their  interpretation,  are  not, 
cannot  be  folely  allegorical     From  the  literal  fad  is 
derived  the  evidence   for  the  truth  of  the  divine 
revelation ;   in  thofe  fads,  fpiritually  interpreted, 
are    feen    the   moil    beautiful    reprefentations   of 
Ckrijl's  miracles  of  mercy,  and  wonders  of  grace, 
vouchfafed  to  fouls  laden  and  oppreffed,   with  all 
the  weight  and  miferies  of  fin.     Thus  the  ancient 
andbeft  writers  of  the  church  have  interpreted: 
never  putting  afunder  thoie  which   are  thus  excel- 
lently connected.     And  while  thus  we  proceed  in 

A  3  t"eir 

*  Dr  Pocock  (Not.  Mif.  176.)  obferves  well,  Multum  certe 
omnibus  ieculis  paffa  eft  Veritas,  a  duobus  hominum  genenbus : 
altero  eorum  qui  omnia  in  allegorias,  &  fenfus,  quos  falfo  vocant 
Jpirituales,  veitunt :  altero  eorum  qui  omnia  hum  ac  ad  Uteram 
exponunt,  oft. 
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their  fieps,  prefcrving  always  the  literal  ftory  in  its 
due  honour,  there  is  no  fear  of  going  greatly  out 
of  the  way.* 

11.  The  cafe  is  very  different  with  the  PARA- 
BLES :  the  outward  letter  is  nothing  more  than 
the  fhells  the  vehicle  by  which  the  purpofed  in- 
itruction  is  conveyed  to  us.  So  that  to  hear  or 
read  a  parable  without  knowing  the  interpretation, 
is  to  fee  and  perceive  not,  to  hear  and  not  underfland. 
A  parable^  as  I  have  had  occafion  elfewhere  to  ob- 
ferve,f  is  2,/imilitude^  or  compartfon^  "  a  transferring 
the  ideas  cr  properties,  which  are  in  one  fubje<5t, 
(generally  familiar  and  well  known)  to  another,  lefs 
known  and  underftood,  in  order  to  heighten  and  en- 
liven that  other  the  more  to  the  mind."J  It  is  a 
putting  of  one  thing  for  another,  that  the  matter 
intended  to  be  taught  may  not  immediately  appear 
from  the  bare  letter  and  the  cafe  put :  but,  when  the 
key  is  given,  ftrike  more  fully  and  flrongly  on  the 
mind  from  the  cafe  put  to  reprefent  and  enforce  it. 
For  a  parable^  is  exactly  what  we  call  "  putting  a 
cafe"— when  one  thing  is  faid  and  fuppofed  with  a 
delign  to  teach,  illuftrate,  and  enforce  fome  other* 
And  fuch  are  our  Saviour's  parables:  fo  that  to 
underfland  them  we  mufl  look  beyond  the  letter ; 
and  in  fuch  as  he  hath  not  himfelf  interpreted,  we 
(hall  either  find  the  key  from  his  general  application^ 

or 

*  The  reader  is  by  all  means  referred  to  a  judicious  and  ex- 
cellent preface  of  the  learned  Dr.  Water  land,  prefixed  to  the 
third  edition  of  his  Scripture  vindicated :  wherein  he  treats  of 
the  literal,  figurative,  and  tnyjlical  (or  fpiritual)  interpretation  of 
.cripture. 

t  See  vol.  the  laft  of  thefe  Difcourfes,  p.  420. 

\  See  the  reverend  Mr.  Merrick\  fermon  on  Chrifi  the  true 
Vine,  Sec.  Dr.  Waterlandm  the  Preface  above  mentioned,  ob- 
ferves,  that  a  parable  is  a  kind  of  fimilitude,  or  fictitious  parallel, 
taken  up  at  pleafure  to  reprefent  fome  real  cafe.  It  ha  cafe  in  fic- 
tion aptly  made  choice  of,  to  iignify  fome  cafe  in  fact,  be  it  fup- 
pofed pad,  prefent,  or  future,  6v.  p.  9. 
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or  from  the  connection  wherein  the  parahle  ftands, 
with  his  miracles  or  other  difcourfes.  And,  while 
carefully  attending  hereto,  we  explain  the  other 
circumftances  agreeably  to  the  fubject  in  hand  and 
the  analogy  of  faith ,  there  is  no  doubt  but  we  (hall 
obtain  all  the  profit,  which  was  intended  to  be 
conveyed  to  us  by  this  moil  pleafing,  beautiful, 
and  perfuafive  method  of  inflruclion. 

That  parables  were  very  familiar  and  much  in 
ufe  among  the  Eailern  nations,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  Palrfilne  we  learn  not  only  from  the  tefti- 
mony  of  St.  Jercm^  produced  in  the  Motto  to  the 
third  volume  of  thefe  difcourfes,  but  from  the  con- 
current evidence  of  all  writers  on  the  fubject.  And 
for  the  moft  part,  as  an  able  writer  *  obferves, 
*6  both  Chrift  and  his  forerunner  John,  as  well  as 
the  old  prophets,  were  wont  in  their  parabolical 
difcourfes  to  allude  to  things  prefent,  and  fuch  as 
immediately  offered  themielves."  By  this  manner 
of  teaching  our  Saviour  fulfilled  -f*  the  prophecies 
concerning  the  Mejfiah  in  this  refpecl,  of  whom  the 
Evangelift  tells  us  it  was  foretold,  that  he  Jhculd 
open  his  mouth  in  parables^  Jhould  utter  thing?  which 
have  been  kept  fecret  from  the  foundation  of  the  world: 
and  hence  it  is,  that  the  myfteries  and  fecrets  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  are  generally  the  iubjects  of 
our  Saviour's  parables  :  his  grand  and  fundamental 
doctrines  being  delivered  in  clear,  plain,  and  exprefs 

terms: 

*  Sir  Ijaac  Newton  on  Daniel,  p.  148.  where  he  gives  many 
examples,  and  fpeaks  with  great  exactnefs  on  the  fubjecl.  The 
note  is  too  long  to  be  inferted,  and  therefore  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  it. 

f  I  humbly  conceive  the  bleffed  Jefus  did  not  do  fuch  and 
fuch  things  merely  and  folely  to  fulfil  the  prophecies  ;  hue  rather 
the  prophecies  foretold  thefe  things,  becaufehe  was  to  do  them, 
for  other  and  good  reafons.  See  bifnop  Chandler  %  Defence  of 
Chriftianity,  from  the  Prophecies  of  the  Old  Tefiamcr.t.  r  -  2nd  CJ; 
fe&.  2  and  3. 
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terms  :  heightened  and  enlivened  however  very  often 
by  the  addition  of  beautiful  parables  ;  which  as  they 
are  the  mod  fimple  method  of  teaching,*  and  moft 
accommodated  to  the  comprehenfion  of  the  vulgar 
and  unlearned,  moft  eafy  to  be  underftood,  remem- 
bered and  applied :f  fo  are  they  the  fineft  veil  for 
myfteries,  and  the  beft  means  to  convict  the 
proud  and  obftinate  finner,  as  well  as  to  conceal 
from  him  thofe  great  truths,  which  his  perverfenefs 
and  infidelity  have  rendered  him  unworthy  to  have 
more  clearly  communicated  to  him.  And  this 
feems  to  be  the  reafon  which  our  Saviour  himfelf 
gave  to  his  difciples,  why  he  fpoke  in  parables  : 
'The  difciples  came  and  faid  to  him,  why  fpeakeft  thou 
unto  them  in  Parables  ?  He  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
them,  becavfe  it  is  given  unto  you  to  know  the  myfteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  not  given. 
For  whofoever  hath  to  him  jhall  be  given,  and  he  fhall 
have  more  abundance  :  but  whofoever  hath  not,  from 
him  fhall  be  taken  away  even  that  he  hath.  Therefore 
1  fpeak  to  them  in  parables  :  becaufe  they  feeing,  fee 
not  j  and  hearing  they  hear  not,  neither  do  they  un- 
derftand.  And  in  them  is  fidfilled  the  prophecy  of 
Ifaiah,  &c.  as  if  our  Saviour  had  laid,  (to  ufe 
Dr.   Goodman' 's  §  paraphrafe,)  "  You  my  difciples, 

who 

*  The  words  of  Erafmus,  as  produced  in  the  motto  to  the 
fourth  volume  of  thefe  difcourfes. 

f  This  is  the  reafon  given  by  Dr.  Markland,  in  his  firfl  Dif- 
courfe,  vol.  i .  which  fee. 

§  In  his  Penitent  pardoned,^.  12.  where  he  enlarges  on  the 
reafons  why  our  Saviour  fpoke  in  parables.  "  Much  like  to 
this  fays  he,  at  the  end  of  the  above  paraphrafe,  is  the  account 
which  Jamllichus  gives  of  the  obfeurity  of  Pythagoras.  Pytha- 
goras, faith  he,  jliuticd  fome  obfeurity  in  his  dictates,  to  the  intent 
that  thofe  only  who  were  'virtuoufly  difpofed,  and  fa  prepared  for  his 
notions,  might  be  benefited  by  his  difcourfes,  but  as  for  others,  they  (as 
H Oiner  faith  <?/"  Tantalus)  fhculd  be  furrounded  with  fuch  things  a^ 
were  in  themfthes  defrablef  but  not  be  able  to  touch  or  tafle  them. 
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**  who  are  of  an  humble,  docible  temper,  and  arc 
'*  content  to  uie  means  and  to  refort  to  me  for  the 
*'  underftanding  of  fuch  things  as  I  deliver  :  to 
**  you  it  mail  be   no  difadvantage  that   they  are 
ic  cloathed  in   parables:  for,  (befides  that  I  am 
**  ready  to  interpret  every  thing  to  you)  my  Dif- 
"■  courfes  are  fo  ordered,  as  to  become  plain  and 
"  intelligible    to   fuch   unprejudiced   minds,    the 
6i  truth  will  mine  thro'  the  veil,  and  the  fhadow 
<c  mall  guide  you  to  the  body  and  fubfcance.    But 
"  as  for  thefe  proud  and  felf-  conceited  Pharifees, 
<c  that  are  tranfported  with  their  own  prejudices, 
and  will  neither  underfland   nor  pra&ife   things 
plainly  delivered  :  for  the  juft  hardning  them 
ic  and  fuch  as  they  are,  I  deliver  myfelf  in  fuch  a 
<c  manner^  as  will  not  readily  be  apprehended  by 
*'  men  of  their  temper.     They  fhall  choke  them- 
"  felves  with  the  hufks,  while  you  feed  upon   the 
*c  kernel."     They  have  brought  this  willing  blind- 
nefs  upon  themfelves,  that  in  feeing  they  fee  not  ; 
and  this  wilful  deafnefs,  that  in  hearing  they  hear 
not,  neither  do  they  underfland  *. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  we  may  fay,  that  our 
Saviour  fpoke  in  parables,  ift,  as  a  judicial  punifh- 
mentupon  thofe,  who  were  hardened  againft,  and 
ill-difpofed  to  the  truth  :  and  fometimes  as  a  more 
lively  means  to  convince  and  confute  them,  even 
from  their  own  mouths -f.  2.  Asa  means  to  a- 
waken  the  attention  and  whet  the  enquiry  of  thofe 

*  See  Bp  Halls  Paraphrafe  on  the  text,  in  his  Explication  of 
difficult  Texts  :  but  above  all,  Dr.  Whitby  $  very  excellent  and 
(elaborate  note  on  the  place  deferves  the  reader's  mole  careful 
perufal.  Mr.  Macknigbt  labours  to  eftablifh  a  new  interpreta- 
tion, which  it  mull  be  owned  is  a  good  one,  if  the  words  would 
bear  it,  but  it  is  feared  they  will  not  :  and  Dr.  Doddridge  feems 
/ully  to  have  refuted  it  beforehand.     See  them  on  the  text, 

f  See  vol.  JV.  of  there  Difcourfes,  p.  144. 

who 
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who  were  well-difpofed  ;    and  to  lead  them  to  a 
ferious  examination  and  diligent  fearching  after  the 
truth  :  and  as  a  method  the  moil  natural,    beauti- 
ful and    inftructive,  to  teach  from    common    and 
f  miiiiar  objects  the  mod  divine  and  important  lef- 
fons,  and  to  imprint  them  on  the  memory.     3.  As 
a  veil  to  the  myileries  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  me- 
thod leaf!  pfFenfive  to  convey  fome  very  ungrateful 
and  unpalatable  truths  *,  fuch   particularly  as  the 
rejection  of  the  Jews  and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  9 
&c.     4.  As  a  leflon  or"  man's  natural  blindnefs, 
and   ignorance  in    fpintual  matters,  unlets  Chrifi, 
by  his  grace,  is  pleaied  to  open  the  underflanding, 
and  enlighten  the  mind — ^and    all  this,    5th,  to 
fulfil  the  prophecies   concerning   him,  in  this  re- 
fpecl,  as  well  as  to  comply  with  the  cuftoms  and 
manners  of  the  nation,  with  whom  this  method  of 
inftruction  was  familiar -f-. 

III.  In  interpreting  the  PARABLES,  as  well  as 
in  explaining  the  MIRACLES,  I  have  fpared  no 
pains  to  arrive  at  the  truth  :  my  method  hath  al- 
ways been  diligently  and  carefully  to  confider  the 
original,  to  collate  and  confer  Scripture  with 
Scripture,  for  which,  the  marginal  references  of 
our  Bible,  and  thofe  of  Dr.  Mill  f ,  are  highly  ufe- 
ful  :  this  done,  I  have  made  it  my  bufineis  to  con- 
lult  the  bed  and  ableft  critics  and  commentators, 
ancient  and  modern  :  as  well  as  the  writings  of  the 
frft9  and  mod  approved  fathers  of  the  church, 
reaping  from  them  all  pofhble  advantage.     Our 

*  Stanbopis  Epiftles  and  Qofpels,  vol.  II.  p.  230,  and  vol. 
III.  p.  200. 

f  See  Dr.  Ligbtfoot,  vol.1,  p.  229,  and  II.  p.  293. 

%  The  Amfterdam  edition  byWeftein  abounds  with  the  mod  co- 
pious and  befi  felefted  marginal  readings  :  Canne  has  collected  a 
great  many  in  his  Bible  y  but  frequently  without  much  judgment. 
Clark  has  feletted  the  befly  in  his  Bible  with  brief  Annotations. 
Folio, 
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own  writers  on  the  New  Teftament  generally  iuc- 
ceeded  thefe,  in  my  enquiries  :  and  after  them  any 
that  I  could  find,  who  had  treated  the  fubjecl:  in 
hand.  From  each  of  which  having  derived  all  the 
information  and  profit  I  was  able,  it  has  been  my 
endeavour,  under  the  afiiftance  of  divine  grace, 
to  exprefs  my  fentiments,  as  clearly,  plainly,  and 
ftrongly,  as  I  might :  not  confidering  myfelf  as 
writing  for  the  learned,  but  for  the  inftru&ion  of 
the  many,  with  whom  it  is  necefTary,  to  ufe  more 
words,  to  be  more  diffufe — to  deliver  line  upon  line, 

and  precept   upon  precept than  if  we  were  fpeak- 

ing  to  thofe  whofe  education  and  ftudies  lead  them 
to  fuch  enquiries,  and  make  them  of  much  quicker 
difcernment  and  penetration. 

It  was  once  my  defign  to  have  tranflated  and 
prefixed  Ader's  ufeful  Difcourfe  on  our  Saviour's 
Miracles  :  wherein  that  learned  and  pious  phyfician 
fully  proves,  that  every  difeafe  cured  by  our  Re- 
deemer was  incurable  by  all  the  means  of  art:  but 
my  compafs  would  not  allow  me  :  I  cannot  how- 
ever but  recommend  the  work  to  the  perufal  of 
thofe,  who  are  engaged  in  thefe  ftudies  *.  Nor 
mull  I  omit  here  to  make  my  due  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  very  large  afftftance  I  have  received 
from  the  excellent  Harmony  of  the  Gofpels,  begun 
in  Latin  by  M.  Chemnitz^  a  learned  Lutheran  di- 
vine, continued  by  Polycarp  Lyfer,  and  finifhed  by 
the  labour  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  John  Gerhard:  the 
book  is  far  lefs  known  than  its  uiefulnefs  demands: 
and  when  I  firfl  met  with  it,  I  found  but  few  of 
my  learned  or  fcriptural  acquaintance,  who  had 
any  knowledge  cf  it.  There  is  in  it  a  great  fund 
of  divine  in  ft  rue!  ion,  and  many  of  our  Harmonifls, 

*  It  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the   6th  volume  of  the  Cri- 
tici  Sacri.    {Amjterdam  edition.) 
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tho'  they  have  not  thought  fit  to  fay  fo  much1* 
have  evidently  been  much  indebted  to  it.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  received  lingular  pleafure  and 
profit  from  it  •,  and  very  frequently  tranflated  large 
paragraphs,  for  which,  I  hope,  the  prefent  per- 
formances will  not  be  found  the  worfe.  Thus 
much  I  conceived  myfelf  bound  to  declare  in  gra- 
titude to  my  author,  and  good-will  to  my  worthy 
brethren  of  the  .clergy*  who  may  chance  not  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  Harmony  of  Chemnitz. 

Many  of  thefe  Bifcourfes^  not  to  fay  moil  of 
them,  have  in  the  tranlcribing  and  revifal  of  them 
been  very  much  enlarged  :  and  fo  are  become 
longer  than  the  generality  of  fermons  :  but  fince 
they  may  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  Comment ,  as 
well  as  D'lfcourfe^  on  the  portions  of  Scripture 
which  they  handle,  it  is  hoped,  their  length  will 
eafily  be  pardoned. — That  the  fame  thoughts  and 
expreffions  are  not  repeated  in  them*  the  author: 
by  no  means  avers  :  it  is  indeed  fcarce  to  be  a- 
voided  on  fubjects  fo  fimilar  ;  and  the  pious 
reader,  we  trull,  will  not  be  offended  thereat, 
fhould  it  not  be  found  to  difguft  him  with  a  nau- 
feating  frequency.'  That  many  expreffions  might 
not  be  altered  for  the  better  •,  many  fentences  ex- 
preffed  with  greater  clearnefs  and  precifion,  and 
many  words  uled  with  greater  propriety  and  cm- 
phafis,  the  author  again  is  fo  far  from  denying, 
that  he  is  very  fenfibly  convinced  of  it  :  and  hath 
nothing  to  urge  on  his  behalf,  in  this  refpect,  but 
the  periodical  manner  of  publication,  which  expe- 
rience hath  fhewn  him,  renders  errors  unavoidable, 
and  is  an  enemy  tocorrectnefs.  Hafle  to  fupply 
the  prefs,  and  hade  to  publifh,  t.00  commonly 
making  it  impoffible  to  correct  either  the  errors  of 
the  copy  or  of  the  /beet :  on  this  account  he  hath  to 
plead,  as  well  for  his  printer,  as  himfelf.  How- 
ever, 
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ever,  to  make  all  amends  poflible,  a  table  of  the 
more  material  errata  is  added:  leaving  it  to  the 
difcerning  reader  to  correct  the  merely  literal  er- 
rors, as  well  as  the  improper  printing* 

But  if  he  cannot  plead  an  exemption  from  a 
famenefs  of  thought  and  expreilion,  from  literal 
impropriety  or  error,   nor  perhaps   from  miftakes 
in  judgment:  fince  to  err  is  human,  and  infalli- 
bility only  the  property  of  the  ALL-WISE : — yet 
he  can  plead  an  abfolute  exemption  from  all  volun- 
tary error,    from  all  defign  to  obtrude  any   opi- 
nions of  his  own,  from  any  intention  to  favour  one 
doctrine  or  recommend  one  principle  which  has  not 
its  clear  foundation  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  the 
doctrine  of  that  church,  whereof  he  hath  the  happi- 
nejs  to  be  a  minifter  :  and  the  fatisfatlion,  to  be- 
lieve moil  exactly  conformable,  in  its  dcttrines  and 
fervices,  to  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  the  faith  of  the 
primitive  church.     And  he  hopes  and  prays,  that 
he  may  never  receive   or  embrace   any  doctrine 
whatlbever,  which  cannot  be  evidently  proved  from 
that  word,  and  (hewn  to  be  agreeable  to  the  faith 
of  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  thtfirjl  three  centuries  \ 
and  fo  to  the  faith  of  the  church  of 'England,  which 
hath  happily  retained  all  the  fundamentals  of  the 
chriftian  doctrine.     It  would  be  far   better,  if  all 
were  wife  enough  to  follow  the  excellent  advice 
given  in  one  of  our  Canons  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1571  :  "  That  the  clergy 
"  mould  teach  nothing  from  the  pulpit,  as  being 
46  of  religious  obligation  to  the  people  to  believe, 
"  but  what  mould  be   confonant  to  the  doctrine 
"  of  the  Old,  or  New  Teftament,  and  what  theca- 
"  tholic  fathers  and  ancient  bifhops  had  collected  or 
<c  concluded  from    thence."     "  How  would  both 
truth  and  learning  flourifh,  as  the  great  Dr.  Water- 
land  remarks,  were  but  this  rule  carefully  obferved  ? 

Men 
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Men  that  know  little  of  the  fathers  will  of  comic 
fpeak  with  contempt  of  them.  They  were  men, 
'tis  true,  but  they  were  withal  great  and  good  men  i 
a  character  which  thofe  will  never  arrive  at,  who 
prefume  to  flout  or  defpife  them  *."  Were  but 
the  rule  above  mentioned  carefully  obferved,  all 
our  differences  would  foon  be  compofed  :  and 
thofe  opinions  and  tenets  which  fo  divide  the 
church,  and  deftroy  brotherly  love,  would  loon  be 
found  not  capable  of  enduring  the  trial,  and  fo  of 
neceftity  be  given  up.  We  cannot,  'tis  true,  con- 
tend too  earneftly  for  the  fundamentals  of  our  com- 
mon faith  ;  but  the  great  misfortune  is,  that  our 
difputes  and  divifions  frequently  arife  from  points 
not  fundamental,  or  rather  from  that,  which  we 
cannot  too  ftrenuoufly  oppofe,  from  mens  making 
thofe  things  fundamental,  which  really  are  not  fo*f. 

*  Sec  Dr.  Water  land's  Remarks  upon  Dr.  Clark's  Exposition' 
of  the  Church  Catechifm.  p.  93. 

f  For  an  excellent  difcourfe  upon  Fundamentals,  I  would  re- 
fer my  reader  to  T-uco  Charges  delivered  to  the  Middle/ex  clergy, 
by  Dr.  WaterlanJ,  fo  often  mentioned  and  quoted  in  thefe  Dif- 
courfes.  He  obferves  ^from  Sherlock's  Vindication  of  the  Defence 
of  Stillingfieet)  p.  14.  that  "  a  fundamental  doclrine  is  fuch  3 
doctrine  as  is  in  ftrict.  fenfe  cf  the  efjence  of  Chriftianity,  with- 
out which  the  whole  building  and  fuperftru&ure  muft  fall :  the 
belief  of  which  is  neceiiary  to  the  very  being  of  Chriftianity, 
like  the  jirft principles  of  any  art  or  fcipice."- — The  next  ilep  we 
advance  to,  and  which  bears  an  immediate  connection  with  the 
former,  is  ;  that  fuch  doctrines  as  are  found  to  be  intrinfual  or 
ejjential  to  the  Chrijiian  Covenant  are  fundamental  trffib's>  and 
fuch  as  are  plainly  and  directly  fubverfive  of  it,  are  fundamental 
errors. — The  Chrijiian  Covenant  may  be  confidered  as  contain- 
ing the  following  articles;  1.  A  founder  and  principal  cove- 
nantor. 2.  A  fubjecl  capable  of  being  covenanted.  3.  A 
charter  of  foundation  4.  \  mediator.  5.  Conditions  to  be 
performed,  6.  .:\i  s  or  means  to  enable  to  performance.  7. 
Sanctions-  alfo,  to  bind  the  covenant  and  fecure  obedience. " 
■1  he  Doctor  then  enlarges  upon  each  of  thefe,  and  exr» mines  at 
lrrge  ail  ether  ru'es  for  fundamentals,  and  {hews  them  defective. 
See  the  work. 

"  In 
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**  In  the  rule  above  given,  we  ought  to  abide  and 
there  to  fix  our  firm  footing  :  every  departure 
from  it  will  be  a  departure,  fo  far,  from  truth, 
and  fobriety  :  which  if  carried  on,  but  a  little  way, 
will  do  mifchief:  but  if  purfued  to  the  utmoft  (as  it 
is  natural  for  a  fpirit  of  error  to  be  reftlefsj  can  end 
in  nothing  elfe  but  the  moft  deplorable  confufion." 
And  furely  this  is  not  a  time  for  Chriflians  to  pro- 
mote that  confufion,  to  fall  out  and  contend  by 
the  way  :  but  to  agree  and  unite  all  their  endea- 
vours towards  the  repelling  the  common  enemy, 
and  promoting  the  caufe  of  Chrijl :  which  thro'  the 
boldnefs  of  infidelity  on  one  hand,  and  the  impru- 
dence of  enibufiafm  on  the  other,  is  brought  into 
imminent  danger  ;  and  calls  for  the  joint  and  zeal- 
ous labours  of  all  thofe,  who  profefs  themfelves 
labourers  in  their  Lord's  vineyard.- 

It  is  in  fupport  of  this  glorious  caufe,  that  I 
have  reached  out  my — alas — too  feeble  hand  : 
willing,  like  the  poor  widow  to  throw  in,  at  leaft, 
my  mite,  tho'  inconfiderable,  into  the  treafury, 
towards  building  up  the  fpiritual  houfe  of  the 
Lord*.  And  having  no  feci  to  eftablifh,  no  party 
of  any  kind  to  efpoufe,  no  peculiar  principles,  but 
the  plain  precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  to  recommend:— 
I  cannot  but  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  ingenuous  and 
unbigotted  part  of  mankind  will  receive  my  la- 
bours with  complacence  :  and  pardon  at  leaft  the 
Well-meant,  fhould  they  be  found,  fruitlefs  endea- 
vours of  fincerity. It  is  ungenerous,  not  to  fay 

highly  unjuft,  to  caft  out  random  cenfures,  and  to 
play  with  the  reputation  of  a  clergyman,  merely  be- 
caufe  he  happens  to  be  in  earned,  and  to  prefs  the 
caufe  of  his  divine  Mafter,  and  of  the  eternal  wel- 

*  The  gifts  caft  into  the  treafury,  ^heophylafi  informs  us, 
Were  intended  not  only  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  but  for  facred 
ttfes,  and  for  adorning  the  Temple,  &<;  xoyp<»  t*  Namt. 

you  I.  [a  ]  fare 
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fare  of  his  fellow- creatures,  with  fome  degree  of 
that  zeal  and  importunity,  which  the  greatnefs  or 
the  fubjects  furely  fo  much  demand.  Yet  thus 
unjuft,  thus  ungenerous  are  many  :  doing  they 
know  not  what  injury  to  the  religion  of  Chrijl,  by 
robbing  his  ministers  of  their  due  influence,  and 
prejudicing  the  fouls  of  his  hearers,  by  ill  opinions 
of  the  doctrine  he  delivers. 

The  following  Sermons,  together  with  the  general 
tenour  of  my  preaching,  and  the  manner  of  my  life, 
which  I  flrive,  thro'  God's  grace,  to  lead  void  of 
offence  towards  him,  and  towards  man, — will,  I 
truft,  on  my  own  behalf,  ferve  fufficiently  to  remove 
all  luch  afperfions  ;  and  to  convince  thofe,  whom  it 
may  concern,  that  as  clofely  and  ftrictly  attached  to 
our  excellent  church,  I  have  ever  difapproved  the 
practice  and  diftingvifhing  tenets  of  our  modern 
Sectaries  :  and  hope  to  live  and  die  in  the  faith  and 
unity  of  the  truly  apoftclical  church,  planted  by 
God's  good  providence  in  thefe  realms.  Thus 
much  I  conceived  my  lei  f  bound  to  declare,  iri 
juftice  to  the  church,  whereof  I  am  a  minifter  ; 
In  juftice  to  my  worthy  friends  and  hearers,  in  the 
pari  (lies  wherewith  I  am  connected,  whom  I  bear  in 
my  heart,  and  whole  everlafting  welfare  I  greatly 
long  for:  and  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  whofe  honfty 
or  underftarJing,  muft,  I  humbly  apprehend,  be 
otherwife  greatly  called  in  queftion.  If  after  this 
moft  public  declaration,  any  fhall  think  fit  fo  far 
to  favour  the  Seffaries,  as  to  fuppoie  me  an  en- 
courager  of  them  -,  to  thcmfelves  be  the  reproach : 
it  cannot  reach  me  :  not  but  I  muft  juftly  efteem  it, 
amongft  thofe  evilfpecMyigs,  which  our  Saviour 
pronounces  blejjed  to  thofe,  on  whom  they  fo\\  for 
his  fake  :  and  they  can  fall  on  me  only/cr  his  fake \ 
for  boldly,  truly,  and  at  all  times  fpeaking  his 
word.     And  in  fuch  reproach,  God  forbid  that  \ 

fhould 
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ihould  do  other  than  glory  !  Every  honeft  fe&ary, 
if  true  to  his  own  principles,  while  he  difclaims  and 
pities  me,  (hould  yet  approve  and  efteem  me  for 
this  declaration  :  fince,  upon  his  own  principles, 
every  man  is  bound  to  be  zealous  and  fincere :  and 
we  may  challenge  any  of  them  to  fhew,  wherein 
the  church  of  England  is  deficient  in  any  fundamen- 
tal of  the  Chriftian  Faith. 

But  alas,  this  will  not  do  :  nothing  like  di- 
vifion  and  difunion  in  the  church  tends  to  deftroy 
that  divine  love9  which  leads  us  to  rejoice  even  in 
the  fmalleft  glimmer  of  the  truth  :  wherefoever 
feen,  wherefoever  found  :  in  whatever  profefibr, 
or  difciple  of  this  facred  fchool.  And  we  find, 
the  prejudice  of  narrow-minded  principles  fo  great, 
that  a  difagreement  in  fome  favourite  tenet  is  fuf- 
fkient  to  caufe  men  to  difparage  the  whole  of  an- 
other's performance,  however  otherwife  confonant 
to  their  own  principles.  Such  will  do  well  to  con- 
fider,  that  they  act  little  like  the  difciples,  and  far 
lefs  like  the  minijlers  of  Chrift.  But  be  they  left  to 
their  own  confciences,  while  we  fincerely  wifh 
them  more  knowledge,  and  more  of  that  love9 
which  rejoiceth  in  the  truth. 

But  while  we  wim  it  to  others,  \tt  it  be  your 
chief  care  and  mine,  oh  reader,  to  implant  that 
divine  love  in  our  own  breafts.  'Tis  this  alone 
which  will  never  fail  us  :  without  this  you  may 
read  and  hear,  and  I  may  preach  and  print  for 
ever,  and  yet  be  no  wife  acceptable  in  the  fight  of 
God.  Let  us  therefore  lay  afide  all  other  ftrifes  ; 
and  frrive  only,  who  fhall  love  his  neighbour  moft, 
and  io  moft  approve  himfelf  to  that  God9  who 
hath  commanded  us  to  love  one  another  as  he  hath 
loved  us.  If  thefe  or  any  other  labours  of  mine, 
fhall  be  found  conducive  to  this  great  end,  I  fhall 
then  not  have  lived  in  Yain.  :  and  the  Searcher  of 

hearts 
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hearts  knoweth,  that  I  defire  to  live  no  longer* 
than  while  I  can  promote  that  great  end.  In  which, 
if  he  is  pleafed  to  blefs  the  very  leaft  of  his  fer- 
vants,  be  all  the  glory  to  him  :  in  which  if  he  is 
pleafed  to  blefs  others,  by  my  weak  means,  be  his 
again  the  glory,  mine  their  conflant  prayers,  and 
theirs  the  everlafting,  the  unfpeakable  reward  I 
Amen. 


Plaiftow,  Ejjex, 


W.  Dodd, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A  S  I  had  no  kind  of  intention  to 
Jl  jL  proceed  further,  when  I  firfi: 
propofed  the  publication  of  thefe  Dif- 
courfes,  fo  I  promifed  at  the  clofe  of 
them  to  give  a  general  Preface  :  but 
as  I  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  con- 
tinue my  Publications,  and  to  go  thro' 
the  Parables,  I  muft  poftpone  my 
Preface  to  the  conclufion  of  that  work; 
concerning  which  I  have  nothing  more 
to  add,  than  what  has  been  faid  in  the 
Propofals,  to  which  I  refer  my  Read- 
ers ;  and  commending  them,  as  well 
as  thefe  my  poor  endeavours,  for  their 
good,  to  the  divine  favour  and  pro- 
te&ion,  I  humbly  reft  thereupon  for 
Grace  and  Ability  to  finifli  what  I 
have  begun:  May  it  be  to  his  Glory  ! 
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The  Eajinefs  of  Christ's  Yoke. 
A 

SERMON 

O    N 

Matthew  xi.   28—30* 

P    R    E    A    C    H  ■  D 
In  the  Parifh  Churches  of  Weft-Ham%  Effex, 

AND 

St  Olaves's  Hart-Street,  London. 
B    Y 

The  Reverend  Mr.  WILLIAM  BODD, 

Le£urer  of  thofe  Parifhes. 
Xlxvtsg  8V  avOpwxo/  hot  Ttjv  rv\g  U(xapri6cs  Qv<riv  H07riMV7s;f 

Qea  ctvcLKUvfftv.  Orig.  cont.  Cels. 

Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and  fee,  and 
afk  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk 
therein,  and  ye  (hall  find  reft  for  your  fouls. 

Jer.  Vi.  16, 


T    O 
The  Right  Rev.  Father  inGOD 

THOMAS    SHERLOCK, 

LORD  BISHOP  of  LONDON; 

So  highly  and  juftly  Efteemed  and  Honoured 

FOR 

His  late  excellent  and  ufeful  Difcourfes, 
No  lefs  than  his  other  nervous  and  unanfwerable 

DEFENCES 

OF       THE 

CHRISTIAN    FAITH; 
This   SERMON, 

Is,  with  the  higheft  Refpect  and  Veneration, 
moil  humbly  infcribed  and  commended 

By  his  LORDSHIP'S 

Moji  Dutiful,  Faithful,  and 
Obedient  Son,  and  Servant, 

Plaftow,  Jan.  31,  1757. 

WILLIAM   DODD. 


St.  Matthew  xi.  28- 


Come  nnto  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are 
heavy  laden ,  and  I  will  give  yon  reft. 

Take  my  Yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me  ? 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :  and  ye 
JJjall  find  reft  to  your  fouls. 

For  my  Yoke  is  eajy  and  my  burden  is  light' 

F  the  greatnefs  of  the 
Speaker,  if  the  impor- 
tance of  his  meffage,  if 
the  affectionate  manner 
of  his  addrefs  are  at  all 
times  fufiicient  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Hearer,  furely  the 
paffage,  I  have  read  to  you,  above  all 
others,  mud  demand  your  mod  ferious 
and  particular  regard.     It  is  Chri/l,  the  al- 

*  ,REC,  NOV  1881  I 


6         The  Eafinefs  of  Christ'*  Yoke. 

mighty  Redeemer,  the  Son  of  the  moft 
High ;  he  into  whofe  hands  as  our  media- 
tor, all  things  are  delivered  of  his  Father  5  he 
unto  whom  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth 
is  given,  who  yet  in  himfelf  is  God  equal 
with  the  Father,  God  of  God,  and  light  of 
light;  even  he  who  mall  come  in  the 
clouds  to  judge  all  the  ends  of  the  earth; 
nay,  and  who  mall  judge  them,  by  *  thofe 
very  words  which  he  himfelf  delivered ; — 
It  is  this  wonderful  perfon  who  /peaks,  de- 
claring at  once  his  great  willingnefs  to  re- 
ceive, and  his  own  fupreme  -f  power  to 
give  that  reft  and  peace  to  the  foul,  which 
is  the  purfuit  of  every  fon  of  Adam,  and 
which  is  the  gift  of  his  religion  only :  For 
no  man,  faith  he,  knoweth  the  S071  but  the 
Father,  neither  kntrweth  any  man  the  Father 
fave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son 

*   See  John  xii.  48. 

f  He  manifefls  here  his  own  fupreme  power  and 
authority,  in  that  he  does  not  fay  as  Mcjes  and  the  Pro- 
phets, Come  wit 0  the  Lord,  and  he  will  give  you.  See.  or 
the  Lord  hath  /aid,  Come,  &e.  but  Come  unto  ME,  and 
I  will  give  you,  &c.  1  whom  the  Father  hath  fealed, 
hefides  whom  there  is  no  Saviour,  none  other  aide  or  ivil- 
li'ig  to  fave.  For  there  is  falvation  in  no  other.  See 
Ifaiahxliii.n.  Ac~ts  iv.  12.  And  all  things,  faith  he, 
arc  delivered  unto  me  of  my  Father y&c.  Matt.  xi.  27. 
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*will reveal  him,  ver.  27.  And  his  invitation  is 
important ';  containing  the  fum  of  the  whole 
gofpel,  glad  tidings  indeed  to  every  oppreffed 
and  heavy-laden  foul.  That  nothing  may 
deter  us  from  accepting  it,  fee  with  what 
affectionate  tendemejs  he  invites  to  him,  not 
the  *  great,  the  happy,  and  the  powerful,  not 
the  merry-hearted,  and  the  fons  of  joy, 
but  all  that  labour ,  and  are  heavy  laden ,  all 
that  are  under  the  bondage  of  fin  and  for- 
row  :  And  he  calls  them,  not  with  a  defire 
to  manifeft  their  miferies,  to  punifli  their  of- 
fences, or  to  difplay  his  own  glory,  but  folely 
with  a  view  to  their  happinefs  and  falvation. 
"  Come,  fays  he,  come  to  me,  /entreat  and  ad- 
vikyou  to  come,  and  behold  I  will  give  you  rejl $ 
I  myfelf  will  relieve  and  releafe  you  from 
your  heavy  burdens  ;  come  to  me,  and 
ye  mall  find  perfect  reft  and  peace  to  your 
fouls."  The  f  world  fays,  Come  to  me,  and  I 
will  fail  you;  the  flefh  fays,  Come  to  me  and 
I  will  deftroy  you  ;  Chrift  fays,  Come  to  me 

*  In  the  25th  Verfe  of  this  Chapter,  Father  I  thank 
thee,  fays  Jefus,  that  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the 
wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  BABES. 
See  1  Cor.  i.  26,  and  the  following  verfes. 

t  See  St.  Barnard,   Mundus  clamat,  ego  deficiam,  Sec. 

A  4  and 
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and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Take  my  yoke 
upon  you,  for  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden 
is  light. 

"  Oh  moft  grateful  burden,  (fays  StCbry- 
ic  Jojlom)  which  more  comforts  them  that 
u  carry  it ;  the  burdens  of  earthly  mafters 
ce  gradually  wear  out  the  ftrength  of  thofe 
<c  who  bear  them  :  But  the  burden  of 
"  Chri/l  more  affifts  the  bearer  of  it,  be- 
r<  caufe  we  carry  not  grace,  but  grace  us." 

And  can  it  be  poflible,  that  creatures  of 
a  day  like  us,  can  it  be  poflible,  that  mor- 
tals, *  who  have  but  a  JJjort  time  to  live,  and 
artfullofmifery,  who  come  up  and  are  cut 
down  like  a  flower ,  who  flee,  as  it  were  a 
fiadow,  and  never  continue  in  one  flay  ;  can 
it  be  poflible  that  they  fhould  rejedl  and 
difregard  a  call  fo  full  of  love,  fo  full  of 
affedtion,  of  fuch  infinite  confequence,  of 
fuch  unfpeakable  advantage  ?  Can  they 
rejedt  the  love  of  him,  who,  to  give  them 
refl,  took  their  burdens  upon  himfelf  \  who, 
to  deliver  them  from  bondage,  became 
himfelf  a  flave  ;  and  who,  after  all  his  Of- 
ferings, defires  them  only  to  come,  to  take 

*  Sec  Jsb  xiv.  i,  2,  and  the  Burial  Service. 

hk 
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his  eafy  yoke,  inflead  of  their  own  oppref- 
iive  burden  5  to  leave  fin  and  forrow,  and 
to  become  his  difciples ;  to  love  and  obey 
him,  and  fo  to  be  happy  ?  Can  it  be  pofllble 
that  we  fhould  defpife  fuch  grace,  refufe 
fuch  proffers,  fly  from  reft  thus  freely  pro- 
pofed  to  us,  and  choofe  inftead  to  bear  the 
heavy  yoke  of  fin,  and  to  labour  beneath 
the  oppreflive  load  of  an  unappeafed  and 
unquiet  confcience  ?—  Oh,  that  we  would 
all  confider,  that  we  would  well  weigh  the 
infinite  gain  of  an  unreferved  approach  to 
Chrijl,  of  freely  taking  his  eafy  yoke  and 
light  burden  upon  us;  then  fhould  wC 
foon  difcover  that  the  Icfs  thereby  fuftained, 
would  be  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
gain\  for  the  lofs  would  be  only  of  trou- 
ble and  grief,  the  gain  entirely  of  reft  and 
repofe. 

But  prefent  objects  ftrike  fo  ftrongly  on 
the  human  fight,  that  we  have  no  eyes  for 
fpirituai  things,  removed  from  the  view  of 
fenfe,  and  (cen  only  by  the  eye  of  faith  ; 
And  though  in  reality,  every  man  born  of 
womana  is  thus  heavy-laden  and  opprefled, 
though  all  men  are  not  only  finners,  but 

alfo 


io       The  Ea/mejs  of  Christ's  Tbte. 
alfo  afflicted  with  many  outward  evils  to 
remind  them  thereof,  (for  *  nothing  upon 
earth  is  perfectly  happy,  and  death  at  leaft 
is  an  univerfal  monitor  of  fin  to    all    man- 
kind) though  all  are  really  thus  heavy-laden ; 
yet  while  the  things  that  are  pen  chiefly  en- 
grofs  our  attention,  the  inward  malady  of  the 
foul   is  but  little  heeded  :  foon  as  it  pleafes 
God  in  his  wifdom  to  fcourge  and  chaften 
us,  foon  as  our  kind  Father  lays  his   cor- 
recting hand    upon  us,  then,  for  the  molt 
part  —  burdened   with  worldly  afflictions, 
temporal  things  no  longer  capable  of  amu- 
fing  and  engaging  us,— then,  we  turn  our 
eyes  inward  -y  then  the  fpiritual  grievances  of 
our  Souls  appear  to  us,  and  then  we  are  glad 
and  willing  to  embrace   Chrijl's  propofal  of 

*  It  required  no  Revelation  to  teach  this  ;  all  man- 
kind from  the  Fall  have  had  iufficient  proof  of  it  from 
their  own  experience,  and  a  heathen  poet  could  fay, 

Nihil  eft  ah  omni 

Parte  beatum.  Hor.  lib.  II.  ode  16. 
Nothing  is  completely  bl eft.  Francis. 

But  how  beautifully  is  it  fet  forth  by  Solomon >  in  his  di- 
vine writings,  than  whom  no  man  had  greater  opportu- 
nities to  prove  the  extent  of  all  human  happinefs,  and 
the  fum  of  his  experience  is  this,  Vanity  of  vanities^ 
faith  the  preacher ,  vanity  of  vanities 3  all  is  vanity.  Ec- 
clef.     i.  2. 

reft 


The  Ea/inefs  of  Christ's  Yoke.  1 1 
reft  and  repofe.  Here  we  fee  the  great  * 
advantage  of  affliction :  For  that  muft 
be  highly  advantageous,  which  caufes  the 
foul  to  come  to  Chrijl ;  and  none  can 
come,  for  none  are  invited,  but  the  labour- 
ing  and  heavy-laden. 

Hence  we  find  in  the  gofpel,  that  all, 
who  came  to  jefus^  for  relief,  did  labour 
and  were  heavy-laden,  were  oppreffed  with 
the  burdens  of  fin  and  for  row,  and  fo 
brought  to  him :  and  each  one  of  them 
was  intended  to  point  out  to  us,  not  only 

*  Dr.  Young  has  beautifully  enlarged  upon  this  truth, 
in  words  which  every  chriftian  mull  feel. 

Great  God  of  wonders,   (if  thy  love  furvcy'd 
Aught  d(c  the  name  of  wonderful  retains) 
What  rocks  are  thefe  on  which  to  build  our  trull ! 
Thy  ways  admit  no  blemifh  :  none  I  find-. 
Or  this  alone,   "That  none  is  to  be  found. ." 
Not  one  to  foften  cenfures  hardy  crime, 
Not  one  to  palliate  peevim  griefs  complaint : 
Who,  like  a  Demon,   murrn'ring  from  the  dull, 
Dares  into  judgment,  call   her  judge — supreme. 
For  all  I  blefs  thee  ;  moil  for  the  fever  e  : 
Her  death,  my  own  at  hand,  the  fiery  gulph, 
That  flaming  bound   of  wrath  omnipotent ! 
It  thunders;    but  it  thunders  to  preferve  : 
It  flrengihens  what  it  ftrikefs :  its  wholefome  dread 
Averts  the  dreaded  pain:  its  hideous  groans 
Join  heav'n's  hallelujahs  in  thy  praife, 
Great  fource  of  good  alone  ! — How  kind  in  all  ? 
In  vengeance,  kind  !    Pain*  death,  Gehenna,  SAVE. 
Night  Thoughts  Confutation. 

the 
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the  proper  manner  of  coming  to  Chrift,  but 
alfo  thofe  fpiritual  maladies,  that  fpiritnal 
leprofy  and  pojjejjton,  that  fpiritual  blindnefs, 
deafnefs,  dumbnefs,  deadnefs,  yea,  that  de- 
privation of  all  fpiritual  health  and  found- 
nefs,  and  that  utter  inability  to  every  good 
work,  which  are,  to  corrupt  human  nature, 
the  unhappy  confequences  of  our  firft  pa- 
rents tranfgreflion.  And,  as  I  propofe  to 
enlarge  upon  thefe  examples,  it  feemed  no 
improper,  and  I  hope,  will  not  be  un- 
profitable to  introduce  my  intended  dif- 
courfes,  with  this  pathetic  invitation  of 
our  Lord;  wherein,  we  fee  that  ALL  are 
invited  to  him,  and  that  all  are  in  a  proper 
ftate  to  come,  when  labouring  and  heavy-laden. 
In  fpeaking  to  thefe  words,  three  particu- 
lars naturally  occur  to  our  obfervation :  Firft, 
in  them  we  have  an  invitation,  Come  unto 
ME-,  fecondly,  the  perfons  invited,  thofe> 
who  will  be  the  acceptable  guefts,  All  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy-laden ;  and  thirdly, 
what  fuch  fhall  receive,  namely,  rejl,  and 
what  they  muft  do,  in  order  to  the  receiv- 
ing it,  who  come  to  Chrijl  as  their  Prieft, 
Prophet  and  King,  to  be  faved,  taught,  and 
ruled  by  him ;  I  will  give  you  rejl,  on  con- 
dition 
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dition  that  you  come  to  me,  Take  my  Toke 
upon  you  and  learn  of  me,  for  1  am  meek 
and  lowly  of  heart-,  fo  Jhall  ye  find  reft  to 
your  fouls  \  reft  to  your  fouls,  by  learning  of 
me,  and  taking  my  Toke  upon  you,  for 
my  Toke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden  is  light.  In 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  coming  to  Chriftt 
is  fet  forth  the  duty  of  thofe,  who  are  in- 
vited, or  what  they  muft  do  on  their 
parts,  who  defire  reft  to  their  fouls  from 
him:  fince  very  vain  and  deceitful  will 
all  hopes  of  reft  be  found  to  fuch  as  do  not 
come  to  Chrift,  as  do  not  take  his  Toke  upon 
them,  and  learn  of  him,  to  be  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart. 

Ift,  Then  here  is  an  invitation, Come  to  Me. 
the  word  in  the  original  *  Asvre,  come,  ex- 
prefTes  not  fo  much  a  command,  as  a  friendly 
requeft;  &  familiar  exhorting,  begging  and 

*  Leigh,  in  his  Critica  facra,  obferves;  Eft  hoc  ad- 
vet  bium  hortantis  fimul  &  accerfentis\  ufurpatur  ah 
illis  qui  humanijfime  incitant  &f  hortantur  ad  a  liquid  fa- 
ciendum :  imprimis  autem  qua  funt  grata  &  jucunda. 
Chemnitius  alfoin  his  harmony  makes  the  fame  remark. 
To  him  I  am  indebted  for  many  excellent  obfervations, 
nay,  and  indeed  for  much  matter,  as  the  learned  reader 
will  fee  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  fermons,  and  as  I  fhall 
fully  acknowledge  in  the  general  preface,  which  I  propofe 
to  ddiver  at  the  concluhon  of  them. 
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defiring    that    we    would    do    any   thing, 
particularly  what  is  pleafant  and  profitable 
to  us :  as  much  as  to  fay/  Come,  I  pray,  I 
advife  and  befeech  you.     And,  in  this  view 
the  love  of  Chrift  is  exceedingly  magnified. 
"  Come,  fays  he,  come,  I  befeech,  I  ear- 
neftly  exhort,    I   advife   and    intreat  you, 
2S  your  heft  friend,   come   unto   me-,   unto 
trie*  who  came  into  the  world  folelv  to  call 
you  to  repentance  and  life  ;  unto  me,  who 
invite  you  only  to   beftow  reft  and  peace 
and  joy  upon  you:  unto  me,  who  am  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  receive  you ;  unto  me, 
who  am  your  only  hope,  rock  and  truft ;  to 
whom,  whofoever  cometh,    he  fhall  in  no 
wife  be  caft  out  $  in  whom  whofoever  be- 
lieveth,  he  fhall  never  die,  but  have  everlaft- 
ing  life,  For  he  that  cometh  to  me  Jfrall  ne- 
ver hunger,  and  he  that  believetpi  on  me 
JJoall  never  thirft!'  * 

And    upon    Encouragement    like    this, 
what  fhould  keep  thee  back  ? — What,  oh 

*  See  St.  John  xi.  25,  26.  and  vi.  35,  36,  37,  &c. 
Whoever  carefully  reads  this  chapter,  as  well  as  the 
next,  of  this  cvangelift,  cannot  want  to  be  informed, 
that  coming  to  Chrift  ig  ufed  as  an  equivalent  term  to 
believing  in  him., 

man, 
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man,  fhould  detain  thee  from  coming  to 
this  Lord,  when  thus  he  not  only  invites, 
but,  fo  unbounded  is  his  love,  fo  great 
his  defire  of  thy  foul's  eternal  health,  thus 
preffingly  entreats,  thus  familiarly  advifes 
thee  to  come  to  him  ?  To  him,  who  has 
all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  —  Well 
may  we  rejoice  in  fuch  an  advocate  and 
ranfom ;  —  to  him  who  hath  the  keys  of 
death  and  of  hell,  *  who  openeth,  and  no  man 
jhutteth,  who  JJjutteth,  and  no  man  openeth. 

But  that  none  may  deceive  themfelves, 
or  expect  that  the  Father  fhould  reveal  the 
Son  to  them,  fliould  give  them  reft  from 
fin  here,  or  from  its  wages  hereafter;  you 
find  our  Lord  offers  his  reft  upon  this  con- 
dition or  necefTary  qualification  only,  that  We 
do  indeed  come  to  him.  Unlefs  we  come,  we 
can  never  expect  to  be  received,  unlefs  we 
feek,  we  can  never  hope  to  find.  This  is 
our  part :  And  as  the  poor  afflicted  blind, 
and  lame,  deaf  and  dumb,  &c.  came  to 
Chrijl  in  perfon,  when  prefent  upon  earth  > 
fo  now  muft  we,  afflicted  with  fpiritual  evils, 
come,  by  faith,  to  him  our  great  mediator, 
whofe  ears  are  ever  open   to  our  prayers,   and 

f  Revelation  iii.  7, 

who 
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who  ever  liveth  to  make  inter cejfion  for  usy  in 
Heaven.  He  is  the  fame  Lord,  equally 
willing  to  hear,  equally  ready  and  able  to 
fave:  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day  and  forever: 
and  whenever  we  come  to  him  by  fincere  faith, 
hungring  and  thirfting  after  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  heavy-laden  and  labouring  under  our 
burden,  defiring,  feeking,  afking,  believing; 
moft  certain  it  is,  that  his  divine  promife 
will  be  made  good  to  us ;  we  (hall  be  com- 
forted by  that  blefTed  Spirit,  who  is  the  very 
comforter,  * and  thus  find  reft  to  our  fouls. 
For  Heaven  and  earth  Jha/l  pafs  away,  but 
one  jot,  or  one  tittle  of  his  word  andjaithful 
promife  Jhall  not  pafs  away  -J\ 

As  thus  we  can  receive  nothing  from 
him,  unlefs  we  come  to  him,  fo  fhall  we 
not  defire  to  receive  reft  from  him,  unlefs 
we  feel  a  want  of  it.  They,  who  are  per- 
fectly at  eafe,  the  world  at  peace  with 
them,  and  they  well  fatisfied  with  them- 
felves,  in  whofe  land  no  mighty  famine  hath 
yet  ari fen  ;  they  who  are  under  no  remorfe 
for  fin,  no  terrors  for  its  punifhment . 
who  either  think  it  no  burden,  or  expedt 
to  be  juftified  by  their  own  merits  and  de- 

*  See  the  fecond  hymn  in  the  Ordering  of  thePriefls. 
t  See  St.  Matt.  v.  18.  xxiv.  35. 

fervings 
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fervings  without  the  blood  of  a  Redeemer  : 
—Thefe,  as  experiencing  no  want  of  reft, 
can  have  no  longing  deiires  for  it,  and  of 
confequence  will  never  come  to  Chrifl  to 
feek  and  fue  for  it  ;  wherefore  we  find 
that  this  invitation  is  made. 

Ildly,  Only  to  thofe  that  labour  and  are 
heavy-laden  ;  but  to  ALL  of  thefe,   Come 
unto  me,  All  ye  that  labour,  &c.  and  as  all 
men  are  finners,  and  fo  heavy-laden,  whether 
they  feel  and  confefs  it  or  not,  this  invitation, 
like  redemption,  is  univerfal,    and  extended 
to  all  mankind  $  a  word  of  inexpreffible  com- 
fort to  every  afflicted  and  heavy-laden  foul ; 
and  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  all  the  efpoufers  of 
that  horrible  doctrine  of  election  and  repro- 
bation, which  fuppofes  the  grace  of  God  de- 
nied to  fome,  and  confined  only  to  thofe  who 
are  elect  from  the  beginning,   according  to 
fomefecret  and  hidden  decree  of  God.  To  all 
fuch  impious  pofitions,  which  make  the  God 
of  love,  a  God  of  the  greateft  injuftice,  thefe 
fweet  and  refreshing  words  of  our  Lord  are 
a  fufficient,  and  perhaps  the  befh  reply, — 
Come  unto  Me,  All,— All  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy-laden,  I  except,  I  reject  none,  for 
B  every 
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every  one  that  afketh,  receiveth :  and  he  that 
feeketh,findcth,  and  to  him  thatknockethitjhall 
be  opened*.    He  invites  not  the  rich,  and  the 
full,  the  increajed  with  goods,  that  have  need  of 
nothing,  but  thofe  that  fee  and  acknowledge 
themfelves  to  be  wretched,  and  miferable,  and 
poor,  and  blind,  and  naked  -f.     From  thefe 
he   removes  all  fcruples  of  unworthinefs, 
"  Bring  but  your  burdens,  faith  he,  to  me, 
however  opprefs'd  with  guilt,  however  laden 
beneath  the  weight  and  mifery  of  fin,  come 
only  to  me  as  your  advocate  and  propitiation^ 
come  only  in  true  truft,    conf effing  your fins, 
and  ye  (hall  find  me  faithful  andjufl  to  for* 
give  them  ;  caft  all  your  burdens  upon  me,. 
on  whom  the  Lord  hath  laid  the  iniquity  of 
you  all  %,  receive  my  counfel,  and  buy  of  me 
gold  tried  in  the  fire  to  make  you  rich,  white 
raime?tt  that  you  may  be  clothed,    and  that 
the  fame  of  your  nakednefs  do   not  appear, 
anoint  your  eyes  with  eye-falve  that  you  may 
fee\\ — draw  near  with  faith,  take  my  yoke 
upon  you,  learn  of  me,    and  ye    {hall  find 
reft  to  your  fouls  ;  for  I  came  not  to  call 

*  Matt.  vii.  8.     f  Revel,  iii.  17,  18-    J  1  Johni.  9, 
and  ii.  1,  2.     H  Ifai.  liii.  6. 

the 
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the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance,  I 
came  to  feek  the  loft:  fheep,  to  receive  the 
returning  prodigal." 

Chriji  in  thefe  words  invites,  Firft,  thofe 
who  were  burden'd  and  opprefs'd  beneath 
the  weight  of  the  legal  ceremonies,  which 
St.  Peter  calls,  a  yoke  that  neither  our  fathers 
nor  we  were  able  to  bear  *,  and  who  from 
the  law  could  find  no  reconciliation  with 
God,  no  reft  to  their  own  confciences,  as 
having  this  dreadful  fentence  always  thun- 
dering in  their  ears,  Curfed  is  every  one  that 
continueth  not  in  all  things^  which  are  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  *f\  Secondly, 
Thofe  whofe  confciences  fo  labour  and 
ftruggle  beneath  the  burden  of  fin,  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  the  fear  of  future  judg- 
ment, that  their  heart  and  fpirit  is  bent  down 
and  opprefs'd,  that  they  go  mourning  all 
the  day  long,  and  find  no  remedy  to  heal, 
no  means  to  relieve  their  wounded  fouls. 
And,  thirdly,  thofe,  who  labour  beneath  the 
burden  of  troubles,  of  outward  or  inward  af- 
flictions, (o  that  they  can  obtain  no  worldly 
comfort>  but  at  length  broken  in  fpirit,hum- 

*  A&s  xv.  jo,  and  it  is  called  Gal.  v.  1.  the  Yoke  of 
bondage.  f  Gal.iii.  10. 

B  2  ble 
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ble  and  contrite  in  heart,  are  led  to  the 
knowledge  of  their  fins  as  the  cauj'e,  and  the 
love  of  J i jus  as  the  cure  of  them.  This 
is  the  great  ufe  of  afflictions,  which  unlefs 
thus  fanclified,  become  the  heavieft  of  bur- 
dens to  us ;  and  as  none  of  us  live  without 
afflictions  and  troubles  of  fome  fort  or  other, 
more  or  lefs,  without  fome  kind  chaftife- 
ments  and  correcting  calls  from  our  hea- 
venly Father  ;  herein  is  our  wifdorn,  to  fee 
and  confider  them  in  this  view, — as  loving 
rebukes,  an  happy  means  to  bring  us  unto 
him,  who  hath  promifed  reft  to  all  the  la- 
boaring  and  heavy -lade?i>  that  come  to  him 
for  it  -,  and  who  hath  faid,  As  ma?iy  as  I 
love,  I  rebuke  and  chaften  *. 

None  have  either  will  or  power  to  come 
to  Chrifty  but  fuch  as  are  thus  burdened  : 
Thefe,  by  whatever  means  God  hath  been 
pleafed  to  -f  draw  them  to  him,  and  to  open 
their  heart  s^  by  his  grace  and  good  fpirit ; 
by  whatever  means  he  hath  been  pleafed 
to  convince  them  of  fin,  and  of  their  own 
vilenefs,  of  the  vanity  of  earthly,  and  the 
immenfe  value  of  eternal  things  :  Thefe 
alone  will  come  to  him,  thefe  alone  are  en- 

*  Rev.  iii.  19.         f  Ifuiah  vi.  44.  and  Adsxvi.  14. 

titled 
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titled  to  his  offers ;  and  thefe  alone  are  they, 
who  delivered  frcm  their  prefent  burden, 
fhall  find  prefent  *  reft  to  their  fouls  in 
peace  of  confcience  here,  and  future  reft  in 
everlafting  peace  with  God  in  heaven. 

For  this,  Illdly,  is  what   our  Lord  pro- 
mifes  to  give  •  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  gift, 
as  it  can  be  priz'd  by  none,  but  thofe  who 
really  experience  the  want  of  it,  fo  will  it 
be  ever  fufficient  to  draw  every  labouring 
and  heavy-laden  foul  to  him.     For  what  fo 
fweet  as  reft  to  the  weary  ?  what  fo  grateful 
as  refrefhment  to   the  hungry  and  thirfty 
foul  ?  what  fo  delicious  as  a  cooling  flicker 
from  the  fcorching  fun,  as  the  pure  foun- 
tain to  the  panting  hart  -f-  ?     Sweeter,  far 
jfweeter  than  all  of  thefe,  far  more  delicious 
(and  grateful,  wronged   by  every  fimilitude, 
jand  infinitely  above  all  comparifon  is  the 
fenfe  of  God's  forgiving  love  in  Chrifiy  is 

*  Chrijl  is  to  us  in  reality,  yea,  and  to  all  the  Pa- 
triarchs and  Prophets,  that  which  Noah  was  in  figure — 
}ur  reft  and  confolation.  For  Lamech  called  his  Con's 
lame  iV^,  faying,  This  fame  Jhall  comfort  us  con- 
'erning  our  work  and  toil  of  our  hands ,  becaufe  of  the 
\round  ivhich  the  Lord  hath  curfed*  Gen.  v.  29. 

f  David  beautifully  cries  out,  As  the  hart  panteth 
lifter  the  water  brooks ',  fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee9 
J  God.  My  foul  thirfteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God, 
den  Jhall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ?  Pfal,  xlii.  1,  2. 

B  3  the 
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the  ferife  of  his  freedom  from  the  yoke 
and  burden,  the  flavery  and  guilt  of  fin> 
is  the  fenfe  of  his  acceptance  in  the  belov- 
ed*, to  the  foul  long  labouring  under  the 
oppreflion  of  iniquity,  heavy-laden  be- 
neath the  burden  of  condemning  guilt, 
the  dread  of  its  eternal  wages  !  And 
this  reft    Chrift  offers  to  All  \  who  will 

come 

*  Ephef.  i.  6. 

f  It  is  a  delightful  rcflscYion   to  every  foul,   that  the 

grace  of  God  is  thus  freely  offer'd,  that  All  have  it  in 

their  power,  if  they  will  ufe  the  due  means  to  obtain 

eternal  life.     How  different  a  view   of  the    Father  of 

mercies,  and   the  gofpel   of  peace  doth    this  give  us, 

from  the  mocking  and    prefumptuous   light   in  which 

both  are  reprefented   by  the   maintainers    of  particular 

election   and    reprobation !    may  the  God    of  power 

iilence    all    fuch  doclrines    amongft   us  !     and  as    no 

improper    antidote,    I   fubjoin   the    following    pafTage 

from    the    excellent     Bifhop  Beveridge's    fermon    on 

the  Chr'iftlanrace.     u  In  this  he    (God)  would  havel 

*«  all  run  fo  as  to  obtain  it;  this  being  fuch  a  prize- i 

<c  that  not  only  one,  but  all  may  have  it,  that  will  bull 

«*  run  a- right  for  it  ;  for  God  is  no  refpecler  of  perfonsf 

"  he  would  have  all  men  to  be  faved,  and  come  to   thii 

«'  knowledge  cf  the  truth,  i  Tim.  ii.  4.  and  accord ing-f 

«'  ly,  he  Jo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotte.j 

<c  fon,  that  whofoever  believeth   in   him  Jhould  not  periA 

*«  but  haze  everlajling  life,  John  iii.  16.     He  except! 

"  againft  no  man  ;  but  every  one  of  you  may  as  cer 

<(  tainly  be  a  glorified  Saint  in  heaven  hereafter,  as  h 

«'  is  now  in   this  place,    if  it  be  not  his  own  faui 

"  God  permits,  he  invites,  nay,  he  commands  you  a 

"  to  run,  fo  as  to  obtain  etemal  life,  and  therefore 

"  any  of  you  mifs  of  it,  they  muft  blame  themfelves  ft 

"  it 
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come  to  him  :  who  will  come  burden'd 
and  heavy-laden,  take  his  yoke  upon  them, 
his  eafy  yoke,  and  light  burden,  learn  of  him, 
meek  and  lowly  as  he  is,  and  fo  obtain  per- 
fect peace  and  perfect  confolation. 

We  may  obferve  here  how  excellently 
the  wifdom  of  God  is  difplay'd  in  the  fal- 
vation  of  finners  :  for  fin  is  of  itfelf  the 
greateft  evil,  and,  if  unrepented  of,  will 
conftitute  the  worft  part  of  hell :  if  we  are 
not  faved  from  it  here,    we  can  *  never 

c<  it :  and  fo  they  will  when  it  is  too  late ;  they  will 
"  blame  themfelves  to  all  eternity  for  being  fuch  fools 
<c  and  madmen,  as  to  lofe  fuch  a  glorious  prize,  which 
**  once  they  might  have  had,  but  would  nor.  The 
**  remembrance  whereof  will  be  a  great  aggravation  of 
*c  the  mifery,  that  you  will  then  fuffer  by  your  own 
*c  default. — This  is  a  thing  much  to  be  obferved,  and 
"  I  wifh  you  would  always  carry  it  in  your  minds, 
"  even  that  whatfoever  your  outward  condition  may  be 
««  at  prefent,  you  are  all  as  yet  in  a  capacity  of  ob- 
<c  taining  the  crown  of  glory.  This  prize  is  fet  before 
"  you  All,  and  you  are  all,  and  every  one  required 
*c  to  run  fo  as  to  obtain  it." 

*  Very  emphatical  are  our  Saviour's  words  to  Nl- 
codemus,  John  iii.  3.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  thee,  ex~ 
cept  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of 
God.  He  doth  not  fay,  he  /hall  not,  he  muft  not — 
But  he  cannot,  while  unregenerate  he  is  not  in  a  ca- 
pacity either  for  the  gofpel  kingdom,  or  the  kingdora 
of  glory  :  how  can  a  proud,  a  drunken,  an  adulterous 
man  have  any  pleafure,  or  perceive  any  joy  in  the 
pure  love  of  God,  and  the  chafte  delights  of  the 
bldfcd  ? 

B  4.  enter 
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enter  into   Heaven    hereafter :    for  fuch  as 
are  our  paffions  and  defires  when  we  depart 
hence,  inch  they  will  be  found  when  we  rife 
again  :  fince   there  is    no  repenting   in  the 
grave,  no  poffibility  of  any  future  change, 
if  we  neglect  the  prefent  proffers  of  grace, 
the  prefent  means  of  regeneration.     So  that 
Chrijl  offers  to  deliver   us   from  fin,  as  the 
greateft  evil,    and    as  our  fure  obftacle    to 
blifs :  and  that  by  making  us  firft  fenfible 
of  it,  then  leading  us  to  a  fufFicient  atone- 
ment for  it,  then  giving  us  a  rule  whereby  to 
walk,  which   tends   immediately  to  throw 
down   all    the  ftrong   holds  of  the  world, 
the  flem,  and  the  devil,  and   to  fit    us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  God  and  the  fellowfhip  of 
beatified  fpirits — Learn  of  me  for  I  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart. 

To  enlarge  a  little  on  this  point  :— Sin  is 
a  grievous  and  oppreffive  burden  :  its  fer- 
vice  is  perfect  flavery,  the  harden:  and 
worft  of  fervice  it  is,  to  ferve  diverfe  lufls 
and  pajjtons,  to  live  in  malice  and  envyy 
hatejul  and  hating  one  another  *  :  But  when 
once  the  finner's  eyes  are  opened,  and 
his  heart  begins  to  condemn  him,  when  once 

°  Titus  iii.  3, 

he 
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he  fees  the  gilt  and  mifery  of  this  ftate,  and 
knows  that  the  wages  of  fin  are  death  ;  when 
once  he  feels  the  heavy  bondage,  and  finds 
that  a  guilty  confcience  is  its  own  hell ;  when 
once  he  fees  a  good  and  merciful  God  fet  at 
an    everlafling  diftance   from   him,    and  a 
bleeding    loving     Redeemer    crucified   by 
his  enormous  iniquities  ;  when  once  he  be- 
holds the  joys    of  Paradife   feparated,  for- 
ever  feparated    from     his    approach,    and 
blacknefs,    eternal   blacknefs   of  darknefs, 
referved    for    impenitent  offenders — when 
once  thefe  reflections   lay  hold  of  the  con- 
fcience,    and    thefe    terrors   of  the    Lord 
make  the   flout   hearts    to   tremble,    who 
can  wonder  that  the  load   is  well  nigh  too 
heavy  to  be  borne,  that  the  burden  of  them 
is  intolerable  ?  who  can  wonder  that  when  a 
foul  like  this   is    led   to  the  jountain  opened 
for  all  uncle annefs  *,   when  a  foul  like  this  is 
led  to  a  Saviour,  who  is  willing  and  able  to 
remove  this  more  than  \Mtnean  mountain 

from 

*   Zachariah  xiii.  1. 

f  The  Heathen  fables  relate,  that  the  burning 
mountain  JEtna  was  caft  by  ^Jupiter  upon  the  rebel- 
lious giant  Enceladus,  concerning  whom  the  poets,  and 
amongft  the  reft  the  elegant  Virgil Tpeaks  thus — 

On 
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from  his  bread:,  who  can  wonder  that  in  the 
fenfe  of  this  love,  and  this  full  deliverance, 
he  finds  unipeakable  reft,  and  in  the  change 
of  his  yoke,  full  repofeto  the  foul  ?  For  the 
firmer  that  comes  to  Chri/i,  fincerely  defirous 
of  this  reft,  muft  exchange  the  hard  and 
heavy  yoke  of  his  former  /Egyptian  tafk- 
mafters  for  the  light  and  eafy  one  of  his 
prefent  Lord  and  Saviour  :  he  muft  ceafe  to 
fin,  and  learn  to  ferve  God  :  he  muft  take 
up  ChrijVs  crofs,  become  his  difciple,  be- 
lieve his  doctrine,  fubmit  to  his  difcipline, 
and  give  himfelf  up  wholly  to  be  ruled  and 
governed  by  him — mujl  deny  himfelf)  and 
follow  his  great  exemplar.  Thus  alone  can 
he  find  reft.  For  as  faith  muft  bring  the 
finner  to  Chrif,  that  fame  faith  muft  caufe 
him  to  walk  as  he  hath  walked,  to  keep  his 
holy  commandments  -f  ;  the  fpirit  of  God 
working  in  him  all  thofe  heavenly  graces 


On  vaft  Enceladui  this  pond'rous  load 

Wa  i  thrown,  in  vengeance,  by  the  thund'ring  god  : 

Who  pants  beneath  the  mountain  and  expires, 

Thro'  openings  huge,  the  fierce  tempeftuous  fires 

Oft  as  he  fhiftb  his  fide,  the  caverns  roar, 

With  fmoke  and  flame  the  fkies  are  cover'd  o'er, 

And  all  Trinacria  (hakes  from  (hore  to  fhore. 

Pitt,  ^n.  Ill 
\  John  ii.  3,   6. 

and 


i 
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and  tempers,  which  adorn  and  diftinguifb 
the  Sort  of  God,  and  heir  of  heaven,  and 
which  are  to  the  foul  the  feal  and  earnejl 
of  its  inheritance  *. 

And  therefore  our  Lord  adds,   Learn  of 
me,  for  1  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye 
[hall  find  reft  to  your  fouls.     The  fure  and 
natural    fruit    of  meeknefs  and  lowlinefs   or 
humility,  is  reft  and  peace ;  of  that  meek- 
nefs and  humility  which   comprize   almoft 
the  whole  of   our  duty   to    God  and   to 
man  -J-  -y  teaching  us  fuch  a  perfedl  refig- 
nation   and  unfeigned    fubmiffion  to   the 
will  of  the  one  as  to  be   wholly   fatisfied 
with  whatever  he  pleafes ;  fuch  an  entire 
renunciation  of  felf-will,  and  thorough  con- 
tentment in  every  ftation,  as  to  defire  no- 
thing but  that  the  will  of  God  may  be  done 
in  us  ,  and  with  regard  to  the  other,  teach- 
ing us  fo  to  prefer  all  men  to  ourfelves,  as 
to  abound  in  mildnefs  and  love  to  the  good  3 

in 


*  See  Gal  iv.  22.     EphefA.  13,  14.  and  iv.  30. 

•f-  The  learned  Jofeph  Mede,  in  a  fermon  on  this 
text,  and  on  the  part  of  it,  where  fpeaking  of  thefe 
words  meek  and  lowly  ^  obferves,  "  Under  thefe  two 
<c  words  our  Saviour  comprehends  the  whole  habit  of 
■'"  obedience ,  they  being  two  fuch  difpofitions  of  the  mind, 
«c  as  make  it  tradable  and  pliable  to  put  on  and  wear 

"  the 
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in  gentlenefs,  forbearance,  and  companion 
to  the   evil    and    unthankful     Thefe  hea- 
venly tempers  were  eminently  found  in  our 
Lord,  and  he  hath  fet  us  an  example,  nay 
and  commanded  us,  to*  learn  of  him,  meek, 
humble  and   lowly  lamb   of  God  !  of  him, 
who  was  perfectly  refign'd   to  his  Father's 
good-pleafure,    who  came  not    to  do,  who 
de fired  not   his  bwp  will,    but   the  will  of 
him  that  fait  him  \  who  was  fo  particularly 
mild,  fo  tender  and  companionate,   fo  gen- 
tle and  patient,  no  lefb  to  the  evil  than  the 
good.     The  nearer  we  approach  to  him  in 
thefe  divine  tempers,  the  more  rejl  we  (hall 
obtain  \  for  you  obferve,  this  meeknefs  and 
humility,    this  resignation   to    God's   will, 
and  renunciation  of  our  own,  this  patience, 
love  and  gentlenefb,  are  the  very  oppofltes 


"  the  yoke  he  fpeaks  of.  As  if  he  had  faid,  I  am 
f*  wholly  qualified  to  obedience,  I  am  fitted  for  this 
"  yoke:  Ic  mi  of  me  to  put  it  on,  for  I  am  ?neck  and 
**  lowly.  Now  though  low'inefs  and  ?nc chiefs  are  of 
<c  very  near  affinity,  and  fuch  as  both  of  them  do  dif- 
"  pofe  a  man  for  the  duties  of  both  tables  of  God's 
tc  commandments,  yet  hath  lowlinefs,  as  I  take  it,  a 
"  prerogative  in  our  devotion  tqgpd-ward,  inimeek- 
*'•  uefs  is  more  proper  f^r  the  duties  we  owe  to  our 
*'  neighbour,  &■-/' — He  enlarges  upon  thefe  as  the 
reader  may  fee  b"  confulting  his  fermon,  Page  158.  of 
h.s  works. 

to 
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to  that  felf-fufficient  pride  and  affectation 
of  independency,  that  vanity,  impatience, 
and  envy,  that  hatred  and  contempt  of 
others,  yea  and  that  love  of  every  thing 
tending  to  fin, — to  all  and  each  of  thefe 
which  are  the  adequate  cauies  of  that  a- 
bounding  mifery  and  burning  uneafinefs 
reigning  and  raging  in  the  human  bread. 

And  thefe  are  things  which  we  may  all 
eafily  learn,  for  the  love  of  Chrifl  herein  is 
admirable  :  he  doth  not  fay,  (as  one  of  the 
fathers  well  obferves)  "  Learn  of  me,  for 
cc  I  am  great  and  glorious :"  he  doth  not 
fay,  "  learn  of  me  to  make  a  world  and 
"  to  perform  miracles  *,"  but  he  fays,  learn 
of  me  if  or  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :  this 
we  may  all  learn:  and  no  man  can  fay  that 
thefe  are  graces  and  tempers,  which  he 
cannot  imitate,  and  to  which  he  cannot  ar- 
rive -,  it  is  our  own  faults,  if  we  do  not  copy 
herein  his  divine  example  :  it  is  and  muft 
be  our  pride  and  vanity,  our  love  of  luft, 
of  fin,  and  the  world,  which  alone  can 
keep  us  from  being  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. 

*  St,  Ambrofe  and  Aujlin. 

And 
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And  in  truth,  when  we  reflect,  that  fuch 

was  the   Son   of  God I  am  meek,  &c. 

what  excufe  fhall  we,  poor  finful  duft  and 
afhes,  have  to  make,  what  excufe  fhall  pride> 
power,  or  place,  what  excufe  (hall  great- 
nefs,  pleafure  or  honour  have  to  offer  for 
themfelves,  if  they  difobey  the  will  of 
God,  become  not  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
when  he  who  made  the  worlds ,  who  is  the 
bright  nefs  of  his  Father's  glory  *,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  image  of  his  perfon  hath  in  himfelf  fet 
the  example,  and  made  this  the  only  road 
to  prefent  and  eternal  blifs  ? 

I  fay  the  only  road  ;  for  tho'  Cbrift  hath 
promis'd  us  r  eft, — and  his  word  can  never  fail : 
yet  it  is  manifeftly  upon  thefe  conditions  J, 
that  we  do,  firft,  come  to  him,  in  fincere  faith 

as 


*  Heb.  i.  3. 

t  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  word  conditions  will  not  dif- 
guft  any  real  and  fincere  chriftians  :  that  fome  may  be 
offended  at  it,  I  neither  doubt  nor  regard :  fome  who 
are  for  following  Cbriji  (0  far  as  to  receive  from  him, 
fo  far  as  unto  the  breaking  of  bread — but  are  not  willing 
to  hear  what  they  mujl  do^  and  muji  have  done  in  them 
in  return :  if  fuch  mould  be  offended,  that  I  affirm 
the  promifes  of  prefent  and  eternalrcji  to  be  conditional, 
I  (hall  not  be  furprized :  Chriftians  defirous  to  mew 
their  faith  by  their  works,  I  am  fure  will  not  -}  and  to 

the 
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as  the  onlv  redeemer  of  our  fouls,  able  and 
willing  to  fave,  as  our  only  advocate  and 
propitiation,  as  our  only  fure  truft  and  con* 
iidence,  truly  deploring,  heartily  lamenting, 
and  ftedfaftly  refolving  to  forfake  all  our 
former  fins  and  mifdoings  :  that  we  dof 
fecondly,  take  his  yoke  upon  us,  obey  his 
doctrine  and  fubmit  to  his  difcipline,  denyi?ig 
ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lujls,  and  living 
righteoufly,  fobcrly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent 
world*:  that  we  do,  thirdly,  learn  of 
him,  follow  the  example  of  his  meek- 
nefs  and  lowTlinefs,  walk  as  he  walked,  and 
purify  our f elves  even  as  he  is  pure  J.  If  we 
do  not  on  our  parts  perform  thefe  condi- 

the  others,  I  cannot  recommend  a  more  proper  remark* 
than  this  which  I  find  in  Dr.  TVaterland's  preface  ta 
Blair's  fermons,  p.  10.  edit.  2d.  ««  I  am  apprehenfive 
"  that  by  our  unwary  confutation  of  the  Pcpijh  errors, 
•*  concerning  merit  and  flip er -er -rogation,  we  have  toa 
"  much  depreciated  gosd  works  themfelves  :  whereas  it 
<c  is  mcft  certain  they  ought  to  he  highly  had  in  efti- 
cc  mation  :  not  only  as  the  genuine  figns  and  fruits  of 
'"  a  lively  faith,  but  as  necefTary  conditions  of  falvation  ; 
<c  and  not  only  of  falvation,  but  of  out  growth  in  grace, 
"  and  of  our  advancement  to  higher  degrees  of  glory.*' 
Vol.  I.  ferm.  21.  p.  374.  For  the  juftifying  the  term 
conditions,  the  reader  who  has  any  fcruples,  may  confute 
Bifhop  Bull,  in  his  Harmoni a,  &c.  and  Bifhop  Stilling- 
fleet  in  his  anfwer  to  Mr.  Lobb. 

*  Titus  ii.  12.  1  John  iii,  3. 

tion? 
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tions  uniting  all  our  efforts,  and  feek- 
ing  for  continual  aid  and  fupport  from  the 
throne  of  grace  5  with  whatever  hopes  of 
prefent  or  future  reft  we  may  lull  and  de- 
lude our  own  fouls,  moft  infallibly  certain 
it  is,  we  have  no  right  to  expert  it  from 
Chri/l :  moft  infallibly  certain  it  is,  in  the 
end  we  fhall  be  found  miferable  deceivers 
of  ourfelves,  which  is  of  all  deceits  the 
worft. 

But  if  on  the  contrary  we  do  come  to 
him  in  faith,  and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft 
of  our  poor  ability  to  lead  godly,  righteous 
and  fober  lives ;  meek  and  lowly;  refign'd, 
patient  and  gentle  5  then  we  (hall  for  our- 
felves experience  the  truth  of  his  divine 
words — my  yoke  is  eafy*>  and  my  burden 
light. 

We 


*  Eafy — the  original  word  ^rojfignifies  ay«9o$.good, 
and  form  thing  more,  good  in  the  hi gh eft  degree y  and  is 
rendered  1  Pet.  ii.  3.  gracious  ;  the  Seventy  render  it, 
Pfal.  xxxiv.  8.  O  tafte  and  fee  oT»  xpnrog  0  atrpby,  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious.  And  foro  xpJrosfoa,  Rom,  ii.  4.  the 
bounty   of  God,    that    which     is    immediately    before 

0  7t*«to?  %p>?roT>?To?,  the  riches  of  his  bounty.  And  pro- 
portionally   here   Chri/l' $  yoke,  the  precepts  which  he 

1  a]  on  his  difciples,  (biing  of  all  other  the  things  moft 
agreeable  to  our  human  rational  nature,  and  which  by 
;s em  who  did  not  think  men  bound  to  do  them  have 

yet 
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We  mall  then  find  that  his  yoke  is  eafy 
and  his  burden  light,  not  only  in  itfelf  but  in 
comparifon  of  all  other  yokes  and  burdens, 
beneath  which  we  have  groaned,  as  of  the 
law,  of  Jin,  the  world,  and  the  jlefk — and 
in  freedom  from  which,  thro*  the  truth  * 
we  fhall  no  lefs  rejoice  than  captives  re- 
deemed from  the  deep  dungeons,  and  op- 
preffive  irons  of  blood-thirfty  tyrants.  We 
fhall  then  find,  that  the  bearing  of  the 
crofs,  the  denying  our/elves  and  following 
Jefus,  though  hard  at  firfl  perhaps  to  cor- 
rupt human  nature,  will  through  the  grace 
of  God,  become  the  greateft  joy  and  con- 
folation  to  the  foul.  We  fhall  then  find 
that  the  fervice  of  this  dear  and    loving 

yet  been  counted  moft  excellent  in  them  that  did 
pracrife  them,  and  which,  if  the  one  cuftomoffin  did 
not  make  us  incompetent  judges  of  if,  would  appear 
to  us  the  fitted  for  our  turns,  the  moft  pleafurable, 
profitable  and  honourable  of  all  things)  are  here  faicl 
by  him  not  only  to  be  a  good,  but  a  gracious,  benign, 
bounteous  yoke,  that  any  man  is  the  better  for  taking  en 
him ;  and  if  he  confidered  it  well,  he  would  put  it  on 
of  his  own  accord,  prefer  it  before  liberty  cr  any  other 
fervice.     Hammond  on  the  place. 

*  See  St.  John  viii.  31,  32.  If  ye  continue  in  my 
word  (h'\&Chrifl)  then  are  ye  my  difciples  indr^J  :  and 
ye  Jhall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  /hall  make  you 
free. 

Vol.  I.  C  mailer 
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mafter  is  perfedt  freedom,  that  his  command- 
ments are  not  grievous,  fince  every  one  that 
is  bom  of  God  overcometb  the  world,  and  this 
is  the  vidtory,  even  our  faith  *  ;  we  fhall  find 
all  his  heavenly  precepts  plain,  and  eafy  to 
be  underftood,  good  and  pleafant  to  be  prac- 
tise, efpecially  thro'  his  grace  preventing 
and  afiifting  us,  efpecially  thro'  his  favour, 
and  merit  recommending  and  compleating 
our  weak  and  imperfect  fervices.  Yea, 
we  fhall  find  his  teftimonies  the  very  joy 
and  -f-  delight  of  our  fouls,  as  being  all  ful- 
filled in  love,  whofe  very  nature  is  fweet- 
nefs  and  peace,  and  which  is  cc  fo  great 
"  a  good,  that  it  maketh  every  burden 
"  light,  and  beareth  with  equanimity  all  the 
"  viciiTitudes    of  life  J."      We   fhall  foon 

find 

*    John  v.  3,  4.. 

•|    See  Pfalm  cxix.  92.  cxi.  and    xix.  8,  10,  &c.  &c. 

\  See  Tbcmasa  Kcmpis.  and  particularly  ch.  J2.  b.  ii. 
Our  poet  Waller  in  his  poem  on  Divine  Love,  canto  3. 
has  thcfe  fweet  lines,  happy  had  it  been  for  him  if,  as  he 
beautifully  wiihes, 

('  O  that  my  youth,  had  thus  employ'd  my  pen,'). 

no  other  theme  had  ever  given  his  foul  delight. 

Love  as  he  lov'd  ! — how  can  we  foar  fo  high  ? 
He  can  add  wings,  whea  he  commands  to  Mv  ; 

■  :       Nor 
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find  that  the  natural  tendency  of  Cbrijl's 
dodtrine  and  difcipline  is  no  lefs  to  inform 
the  judgment  concerning  the  moft  im- 
portant points,  and  to  fettle  the  will  in 
the  right  choice  of  them,  than  to  diredt 
the  paffions  and  affections  aright,  and  to 
deftroy  and  mortify  in  us,  all  thofe  evil 
and  corrupt  defires  which  naturally  tend  to 
make  men  miferable  here,   and  more  fo 

Nor  mould  we  be  with  this  command  difmay'd, 

He  that  examples  gives  will  give  us  aid  : 

For  he  took  flefh,  that  where  his  precepts  fail, 

His  practice,  as  a  pattern,  may  prevail : 

His  love  at  once  and  dread,  inftrucT:  our  thought, 

As  man  he  fuffered,  and  as  God  he  taught. 

Will  for  the  deed  he  takes  :  we  may  with  eafe 

Obedient  be,  for  if  we  love,  we  pleafe. 

Weak  though  we  are  to  love  is  no  hard  tafk, 

And  love  for  love  is  all  that  heav'n  doth  afk. 

Love  !  that  would  all  men  juft  and  temp'rate  make5 

Kind  to  themfelves  and  others  for  his  fake. 

'Tis  with  our  minds,  as  with  a  fertile  ground  5 
Wanting  this  love,  they  muft  with  weeds  abound  : 
(Unruly  paffions )  whofe  effects  are  worfe, 
Than  thorns  and  thirties  fpringing  from  the  curfe. 

And  again,  canto  v. 

Love  as  he  lov'd  ! — a  love  (o  unconfln'd, 
With  arms  extended  wou'd  embrace  mankind  ; 
Self-love  wou'd  ceafe,  or  be  dilated,  when 
We  mould  behold  as  many  felves  as  men  : 
All  of  one  family,  in  blood  ally'd, 
His  precious  blood,  that  for  ourranfom  dy'd  ! 

C  2  here- 
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hereafter : — for  one  great  end  of  the  Son 
of  God's  taking  our  nature  upon  him,  was 
that  we  fhould  be  delivered  from  the  pre- 
fent  evil  nature  of  fin,  and  the  tyranny  of 
Satan  built  thereupon  -,  that  we  fhould  put 
oft  the  old  man  and  put  on  the  new,  which 
after  God  is  created    in   righteoufnefs  and 
true  holinefs :    that  a  new   nature  by  the 
Spirit  fhould  be  derived  into  us  from  Cbrijl 
our  head,  a  new  nature  abounding  with  all 
the  new  fruits  of  the  fpirit  ;  and  that  our 
old  mature  fhould  be  deftroyed  and  crucified, 
with  all  its  old  affections  and  lufts — And 
when  by  faith  coming  to  Chrift,  we  thus 
take  his  yoke  upon  us,  and  learn  of  him, 
we  fhali  then  find  in  that  yoke  reft  to  our 
fouls  indeed  ;    reft  from  all    our    former 
burdens  \  reft  from  the  thunderings  of  the 
law,  from  the  power  and  condemnation  of 
fm,  from  the  dread  and  fear  of  death  ;  reft 
front  the  flings -of-  confclence  3  reft  from 
the  dread   of  future  and    almighty  wrath. 
And  yve'fhall  find  reft,  in  the  fenfc  of  Cbrijfs 
infinite  love  to  us  3  reft  in  the  fenfe  of  our 
free    forgivenefs   and    gracious    acceptance. 

with 
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with  the  Father  ;  reft  fri  the  happy  fenfe  of 
our  adoption,  in  the  comfort  and  confo- 
lation  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  joyful  teftlrnony 
of  our  own  confcience  ;  reft  in  the  plea- 
ling  fenfe  that  we  are  doing  that  work,  and 
difcharging  that  duty  for  which  we  were 
born  ;  reft  in  the  glad  remembrance  that 
though  imperfectly,  yet  if  difcharged 
fincerely  and  with  a  true  heart,  our  frail 
and  feeble  offices  will  be  accepted  of  the 
Father  as  perfect  and  entire  for  the  fake 
and  merits  of.  his  beloyed  Son  ;  reft  flialj 
we  find  in  the  blefled  hope  of  everlafting 
life  ;  and  when  death  fhall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  vi&ory,  reft,  eternal  rejl  to  our  fouls 
fhall  we  find  and  enjoy  with  God  in  hea- 
ven ! 

And  is  not  the  yoke  of  Chriji  eaf\\ — is 
not  then  his  burden  light,— is  not  his  fer- 
vice  perfect  freedom, — is  not  his  reft,  oh, 
Chriftian  !  earneftly  to  be  defired  by  thy 
thirfty,  thy  labouring  and  heavy-laden  foul 
— his  reft,  whofe  ways  are  ways  of  pie  af ant- 
nefi,  and  all  whofe  paths  are  peace  ?  Can 
the  hungry  and  thirfty  foul  want  perfua- 
fions  to  come,  eat  and  drink  when  plen- 
C  3  teous 
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teous  fupplies  are  freely  prefented  to  him  ? 
Can  the  weary  traveller  refufe  refreshing  reft 
kindly  offered  ?  Can  the  fhipwreck'd  mari- 
ner want  invitations  to  come  on  fhore,  from 
raging  tempefls  and  the  mercilefs  waves  ? 
much  lefs  furely  can  we   need   perfuafion 
to  come  and  receive  this  gift  from  Cbrijt> 
fo  befet  on    all   fides   with  the  guilt    and 
power   of   fin,    with    the    temptations   of 
the  world,  the   flefh,  and  the  devil,    with 
corrupt   affections   and    prevailing   lufts — 
fo  furrounded  with  forrows  and  difquietude, 
fo  unable  to   procure    peace  and    reft    to 
our  fouls,  in  fuch  imminent  danger  of  pre- 
fent  ruin,  of  future  and  eternal  woe  ?  Oh 
come  unto  the  merciful,  companionate  and 
long-fuffering  jfefus,  Come  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy-laden  3  Come  unto  Me,  are  his 
own  affectionate  and  inviting  words :  and  the 
Jpirit  and  the  bride  fay  come,  and  let  him  that  is 
athirjl  come,  and  whofoever  will  let  him  take  of 
this  water  of  life  freely*.     Could  you,  my 
brethren,    refufe  this   word  of  love,    fup- 
pofing   your    Lord    himfelf  was   ftanding 


*  Rev.  xxii.  17, 


arnongft 
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amongft  you,    and  making    this  gracious 

and  kind  offer  to    you  all  ?  doubtlefs  you 

would  make  uncommon  hafte  to  fly  to  him, 

doubtlefs  you  would  lay  all  your  burdens 

at  his  feet,  gladly  take  up  his  crofs,  deny 

yourfelves,  and  follow  the  lamb  wherefo- 

ever  he  fhould  lead  !  Now  then  we  are  am- 

bajjadors  for  Chrijl :  as  though  God  did  be- 

feech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  inCbrift'sJlead, 

be  ye  reconciled  to  God  *.     In  Cbrijl's  Jlead> 

in  his  place,  as  his  meflenger,  minifter  and 

embaffador,  I  pray  you,  I  earneftly  entreat, 

advife  and  exhort  you,  to  come  to  him,  and 

take  his  heavenly  yoke  upon  you—\  befeech 

you,  dearly  beloved,  in  the   name  of  our 

bleeding  mafter,  and  for  the  fake  of  your 

own  fouls,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God,  come 

to  Chrijl,  your  only  mediator  and  redeemer, 

and  learn  of  him,   fo  {hall  ye  find  rejl  to 

your  fouls. 

But  alas,  what  can  his  minifters  do, 
when  infenfible  of  fin,  and  blind  to  their 
own  unworthinefs,  men  have  no  defire  to 
attain  this  reft,  for  they  feel  not  the  want 

*  2  Cor,  v,  io. 

C  4  of 
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of  it  ?  None  but  the  labouring  and  heavy- 
laden  can  come  to  Chrijl :  How  then  can 
they  come  who  full  of  their  own  fancied 
righteoufnefs,  think  themfelves  ftrong  e- 
nough  to  bear  their  own  burdens,  acknow- 
ledging neither  the  weight  nor  guilt  of 
fin,  nor  the  want  of  an  almighty  fufferer  ? 
How  can  they  come,  who  place  all  their 
religion  in  form,  and  depend  wholly  upon 
outward  fervices  and  nominal  profeffion,  not 
on  the  merits  of  Chrijl  for  falvation— or 
who,  worfe  than  thefe, — vile  and  fenfelefs 
hypocrites, — make  the  bleffed  gofpel  of 
Chrijl)  a  mere  ftalking  horfe  for  worldly 
and  unrighteous  purpofes  ?  How  can  they 
come,  who  continue  in  a  courfe  of  impiety, 
without  remorie,  without  reftraint,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  law,  and  infenfible  of  the 
wrath  of  God,  who  have  their  confciences 
feared^  as  it  were,  with  an  hot  iron  *,  pafl 
feeling)  working  all  unrieannefs  with  greedi- 
nefs?  How  can  they  come,  who  are  fo 
buried  and  inebriated  in  the  delights  of 
fenfe,  the  pleafures,  profits  and  vanities  of 

*  I  Tim.  iv.  2.     Ephef.  iv.  19. 

this 
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this  poor  tranfitory  world,  that  they  never 
knew  a  ferious  thought  of  the  divine  grace 
of  God,  and  the  gift  of  eternal  life,  that 
they  have  never  caft  one  longing  look,  or 
raifed  one  pious  eye  to  heaven  -y  that  they 
never  yet  in  godly  fear  have  enquired,  what 
they  flail  do  to  be  faved*?  How  can  they 
come,  who,  when  afflidions  befal  them, 
and  God  lays  his  heavy  and  correcting 
hand  upon  them,  perverfely  ftruggle  be- 
neath the  burden,  impatient  and  difcontent, 
and  give  themfelves  up  to  four  melancholy 
and  black  defpair,  rather  than  come  with 
all  their  cares  to  Chrijl?  How  can  any  of 
thefe  receive  our  Lord's  invitation  ?  and 
think,  my  brethren,  how  large  a  part  of 
the  world  is  comprifed  in  thefe : — But 
may  God  grant  better  things  to  each  one 
of  you  :  may  he  by  his  Spirit  open  your 
eyes  to  a  due  knowledge  of  yourfelves  and 
the  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  fin  :  and  fureiy, 
if  ye  would  duly  and  impartially  examine 
your  own  hearts,  and  bring  to  the  clear 
light  of  the  gofpel  the  many  evil  thoughts, 


^  A£ts  xvl.  40, 

words, 
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words  and  actions  which  crowd  in  condem- 
nation againfl:  you,  the  many  fhameful  com- 
miffions  of  evil,  the  many  no  lefs  fhame- 
ful  omiflions  of  good — and  confider,  if 
ye  will  not  thus  judge  yourfelves  here,  every 
thought,  word,  and  action  muft  and  will  be 
weighed  in  the  exacteft  balance  by  a  juft 
and  fin-avenging  judge  hereafter  *, — would 
you  then  but  ferioufly  examine  and  judge 
yourfelves,  "that  you  be  not  judged  of  the  Lor  dy 
you  could  not  fail  being  heavy-laden  indeed 
under  the  fenfe  of  fo  many  fins,  you  could  not 


*  The  inimitable  author  of  Night-Thoughts  >  thus 
finely  expatiates  on  the  folly  of  neglecting  that  awful 
consideration. 

Shall  man  alone,  whofe  fate,   whote  final  fate, 

Hangs  on  that  hour,  exclude  it  from  his  thought  ? 

I  think  of  nothing  elfe — I  fee,  I  fed  it; 

All  nature  like  an  earthquake  trembling  round  : 

All  deities,  like  fummer's  fwarms,  on  wing  ! 

All  balking  in  the  full  meridian  blaze  ! 

I  fee  the  JUDGE  inthron'd  !  the  naming  guard  ! 

The  volume  open'd  ;  open'd  every  heart ! 

A  fun-beam  pointing  out  each  fecret  thought  ! 

No  patron,  interceflbr  none  !  now  pail: 

The  fweet,  the  clement  mediatorial  hour  ! 

For  guilt  no  plea  ;  to  pain  no  paufe,  no  bound  ! 

Inexorable,  all !  and  all  extreme  ! 

Consolation^  p.  148. 


help 
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help  feeling  and  confeffing  that  the  remem- 
brance  of  them  is  grievous,    the  burden  of 
them  intolerable ;  you  cou'd  not  fail  earnestly 
to  repent,  and  heartily  to  be  forry  for  thefe 
your  mifdoings,"     for   the  very  leaft     of 
which  you  can  make  no  amends  to  God  -y 
which  have  all  been  committed  under  fuch 
aggravating  circumftances,  againft  fo  much 
light,  and  fo  much  grace  ;  committed  even 
by  Chrijiians,  by  perfons  baptifed  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  ever  blefled  and  holy  trinity  ;  by 
thofe,  who  have  promifed, — promifed  even 
to  the  faithful  God, — to   renounce  all  fin, 
the  world  and  the  devil,  committed  againft  a 
God,     who  is   all    love  to    aflift  in  every 
good  courfe,    whofe   fpirit   is    continually 
ftriving  and  ftruggling   in  the  evil  and  re- 
bellious hearts   of  men ;    againft   a   God, 
who,  to  redeem   us   from  fin,  and  its  cer- 
tain wages,  fo  great  is  his  love  to  us,  hath 
given   his    only-begotten,  his  beft-beloved 
Son,  to  die   for   us,  and   to  become   our 
propitiation  and  furety!  —  And  muft  not  the 
fenfe  of  offending  fuch  a  God  and  Father, 

tread- 
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treading  under  foot  and  defpifing  the  moft 
precious  blood  of  fuch  a  Lord  and  Saviour, 
of  grieving,  and  quenching  the  holy   ad- 
monitions of  fuch  a  guide  and  comforter — 
muft  not  this  ftir  you  up  to  reflection,  and 
caufe  you  in  fear  and  anguifh   of  foul,  to 
fly  to  him,    who  with  open  arms  (lands 
ready  to  receive,  yea  and  prepared   to  run 
and  meet  every  returning,  humbled  and  fup- 
pliant  prodigal ! 

But  if  thefe  considerations,  joined  to  the 
knowledge,    which    you    all    have  of  the 
prefent    mifery   and  difquietude,    and   the 
future   fore    condemnation    of  a  life  of  fin, 
if  thefe  are  not  fufficient  to  awaken  you, — 
if  thefe  joined  to  the  infinite   love  of  Jc/hs, 
are  not  fufficient  to  bring  you   unto  him  s 
yet  let  us  pray,  that  by  his  grace,  through 
iome  means  or  other,  he  may,  ere  it  be  too 
late,  caufe  you  to  feel  and  labour  under  your 
burden  :  and  when  it  doth   pleafe  him  to 
lay  any  affliction   upon    you,    whether   in 
mind,  body  or  eftate,  whether  in  yourfelves 
or    your    friends, — when    he    opens   your 
eyes  to  fee    the   emptinefs   of  all  worldly 

bleffings, 
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bleffings,  the  vanity  of  every  thing  beneath 
the  fun  ;  when  he  caufes  you  to  labour  and 
be  heavy-laden  ;    then  take    efpecial  heed, 
that  you  fruftrate  not  the  good  favour  and 
grace  of  God  towards  you  :  that  you  defpife 
not,  nor  abufe  his  loving  and  fatherly  cha- 
ftifements  :  but  carefully  defcend  into  your- 
felves,  examine  your  own  hearts,  look   to 
your  paft  lives — -and  whon   the  true  caufe 
of  all   troubles  (hall   appear,    when   your 
fins  fhall  manifeft  themfelves,    and    your 
confcience  (hall  join   in     the    teftimony  , 
then  remember  thefe  blefled  words  of  the 
Lord  JefuSy  Come  unto  me>  all  ye  that  travel 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  /  will  give  you 
rejl ;  and  as  it   is  the  very  nature  of  af- 
flictions to  humble  the  mind,  the  crofs  of 
Chrijl  will    be  found   fo   much  the   more 
eafy  to  you,  fo  much  the  more  eafily  will 
you  learn  of  your  fufferingLord,  to  be  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart:  Come  therefore  to  him 
with   all  your   burdens,   caft  all  your  care 
and   put   all  your  confidence  in  him  5    fit 
humbly  with  Mary  at  his    feet,  and  care- 
fully liflen  to  his  divine  voice  and  do6tri;:.;; 

.  C/jne 
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Come  to  him,  there  where  he  hath  promifed 
ever  to   be  prejenty  in  his  word  and  facra- 
ments,  as  rightly  and  duly  adminiftred  by 
his  church  :  attend  him  diligently  in  all  the 
means  of  grace  ;  feek  him   with  fervour, 
with   fincerity,  with  perfevering  importu- 
nity ;  with  believing  reliance  on  his  facred 
promife  to  blefs  and  fandtify  the  means  to 
every  thirfty  foul  ;  be    refigned   wholly  to 
his  will,  glad  to  bear  his  crofs,  and  to  be 
conformed    to    his    divine    example  ,    re- 
nounce   all     felf-efteem,    felf-feeking  and 
felf-will,    and     let  it    be    your  meat   and 
drink  to  do  your    heavenly  Father's  will : 
your  chief  and   conftant  care,  to  keep  a 
good    confcience,  void  of  offence  towards 
God  and  towards  man  ;    that  fo  you  may 
be  perfected  in    love,    and  fo   poffefs  that 
heavenly  reft  and  peace   which  furpaffeth 
all    underftanding  ;  which  Chrijl  here  pro- 
mifeth  to  All  who  will  come  to   him  for  it, 
and  which  you  may  All  of  confequence  ob- 
tain,, for  you  All  have  it  in  your  power,    fo 
that  if  you  receive  it  not,  it  will  be  wholly 
your  own  faults,— and  which  when  once 

ob- 
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obtained,  you  will  find  to  be  indeed  the 
pearl  of  great  price,  and  think  the  fale  of 
all  you  have  but  fmall  to  give  in  purchafe 
of  it. 

That  therefore  we  may  one,  and  all  of 
us,  fo  come  to  Chrijl>  fo  take  his  yoke 
upon  us  and  learn  of  him,  as  to  pro- 
cure this  blefled  and  everlafting  reft, 
God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  thro' 
the  merits  of  the  fame  Jefus  Chrijl,  his 
Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  Amen. 


DIS. 

ft 


DISCOURSE     IL 

The   Cleaning  of  the  Leper, 

Being  the  Subftance  of  Two   Sermons; 

PART     I. 

St.  Matthew  viii.   i-—  4. 

When  he  was  come  down  from  the  mountain, 
great  multitudes  followed  him. 

And  behold  there  came  a  Leper  and  wor- 
flipped  him,  faying.  Lord,  if  thai  wilt,  thou 
canjl  make  me  clean.  And  J efus  put  forth 
his  hand,  and  touched  him,  faying,  I  will,  be 
thou  clean.  And  immediately  his  leprofy  was 
cleanfed.  And  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  See  thou 
tell  no  man,  but  go  thy  way,  flew  thy  [elf  to  the 
priefl,  and  offer  the  gift  that  Mofes  command- 
ed, for  a  teftimony  unto  them. 

F)OOSC*5E  are  told  by  this  Evangelift 
w  w  S  chap.  iv.  ver.  23.  that  Jefus  went 
>$(  &  about  all  Galilee  teaching  in  their 

\LWiykM  fyhagogues,  and  preaching  the  go f 
pel  of  the  kingdom,  and  healing  all  manner  of 
D  fchiefs, 
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fickncfs,  and  all  manner  of  difeafe  among  the 
people.  Having  given  therefore  in  the  fore- 
going chapters  a  notable  fpecimen  of  his 
preachings  which  ferves  to  prove  abundant- 
ly that  never  man  fpake  like  this  man  :  he 
now  proceeds  to  give  fome  inftances  of  the 
power  of  his  divine  word  in  confirmation 
of  the  doctrine  *,  which  he  taught,  and  as 
undeniable  evidences,  that  he  was  indeed  a 
teacher  come  jrom  God,  feeing  no  man  coidd 
do  the  works  which  he  did,  except  God  were 
with  him.  The  Miracles  which  he  wrought 
conduce  not  only  to  this  end,  but  to  fhew 
us,  the  proper  application  and  practice,  if 
I  may  fo  fay,  of  our  Saviour's  doctrine  : 
which  will  then  be  experienced  with 
power  in  all  our  fouls,  when  we  come  to 
Chrify  after  the  example  of  thefe  fufFerers 
in  the  gofpel,  as  the  almighty  redeemer, 
able  and  willing  to  fave  and  to  reltore.  That 
his  readinefs  fo  to  do,  might  not  ever  be 
doubted  by  any  labouring  and  heavy-laden 
foul,  he  never  rejected  the  fuit,  or  caft  out 

RccTe  (fays  St.  Jeroiv)  poft  prtedicationem  atque 
doRrinam,  fignl  offer tur  occafioy  ut  per  virtutcm  mira* 
fuh\  p-rctcritus  afjtd  aud:rnici  firm?  firmeiur. 

the 


The  Cleanfing  of  the  Leprr.  $x 
the  petition  of  any  who  applied  to  him  ; 
fulfilling  to  our  unfpeakable  comfort,  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  himfelf  took  our  infir- 
mities, and  bare  our fickriefies* \  And  that  his 
power  to  fave  might  be  inconteftibly  demon- 
ft rated  to  our  faith,  that  power ,  we  find 
was  exerted  over  objects,  that  could  be  no 
partners  and  confederates  in  fraud  or  col- 
lufion,  —  over  raging  winds  and  uncon- 
troulable  waves  $  over  devils,  that  no  man 
could  tame,  no  chains  could  hind  ;  over 
difeafes  and  ficknefTes  inftantaneoufly  re- 
moved by  his  word;  the  cure  of  which, 
fuppofing  them  curable  by  natural  means, 
muft  have  been  by  very  flow  degrees ;  but 
mod,  or  all  of  which  were  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  {kill,  and  incurable  by 
all  the  powers  of  human  art :  for  fin ce  the 
world  began  was  it  not  heard  that  any  man 
ope?ied  the  eyes  of  one,  that  was  born  blind  ~\. 
This  was  eminently  the  cafe  with  the  kr 
projy,  the  afflicting  difeafe  of  the  fir  ft  pe- 
titioner,  who  came  to  Chrfi  for  relief,  after 


*   Matt.  vi'u.  I  J, 
•j-   lohri  ix.  32. 
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his   defcent  from  the  mountain.     For  Id 
far   was   the  cure  of  it  above   the  arm  of 
fiejl:,  that  it  was  efteemed  the  higheft  and 
moft  impious  prefumption,  even  to  attempt 
it.     As  peculiarly  inflicted,  and  immediate- 
ly to  be   cured    by  God,  through  means, 
naturally   fpeaking,  the    moft  improbable, 
weak  and  unavailing,  it  was  called  empha- 
tically the  finger  of  God:  and  none  but  the 
priefl  appointed  and  directed  in  his  courfe, 
had   power  to  infpect  and  determine  con- 
cerning it.     Separation  from  fociety  was  the 
unhappy  lot  of  thofe  undeJ  this  loathfome 
difeafe,   which   was  generally  efteemed    a 
punifliment  immediately  inflicted  for  fin: 
and  as  on   this  account,    there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  the  reality  of  it  in  the  peribn  ap- 
plying,  (fince  this  feparation   was  the  con- 
fequence    of    the    prieft's    infpection    and 
order)     fo    neither   could    there     be     any 
poflibility    of    deceit  in    the  cure,    which 
the    fews   well   knew,  no  human   power 
could  effect:,  which    the   loathfome  nature 
of  the    difeafe  would  fufficiently  manifeft, 
*tind  of  which  the  priefts  upon  the  man's 

fhewing. 
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dewing  himfelf  to  them,  rauft  have  been 
abundantly  convinced. 

Thefe  confiderations  fuggeft  to  us  fome- 
thing  very  remarkable  in  this  addrefs  of 
the  Leper  to  Chri/l:  who  having  heard,  as 
it  is  probable,  his  divine  fermon  on  the 
mount,  and  thence  conceived  ftrong  faith 
and  hope  in  this  bleffed  perfon,  who  taught 
as  one  having  authority  and  not  as  the  fcribes> 
—  and  being  under  great  affliction  by 
means  of  this  horrible  malady,  fully  con- 
vinced of  Chrift's  power,  but  from  his 
own  unworthinefs  greatly  doubting  of  his 
will  to  cleanfe  him, — he  came,  fell  down 
at  his  feet,  and  worfhipped  him,  faying, 
Lord  if  thou  wilt  thou  cart  ft  ?7iake  me  clean. 
He  knew  that  no  human  power  could 
make  him  clean  :  he  knew,  that  this  was 
the  work  of  God  alone.  His  calamity  moved 
our  merciful  high-pried  to  compaffion : 
his  faith  and  prayer  obtained  the  blefling: 
For  Jefus  put  forth  his  hand  and  touched  him, 
faying,  1  will,  be  thou  clean.  And  his 
divine  word  was  attended  with  power :  all 
nature  is  at  his  beck :  he  faith,  unto  this 
fervant  of  his  go  and  it  gocth  ;  to  another 
P  3  come 
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come,  and  it  cometh  *.  As  foon  as  be  had 
Spoken,  immediately  the  Leprofy  departed  from 
the  man,  arid  he  was  cleanfed:  the  filthinefs 
and  defilement  of  his  diforder  was  re- 
mo  v'd,  he  faw  that  he  was  cleanfed  -f-,  and 
probably,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Naaman,  hisfejh 
came  again  like  unto  the  fiejh  of  a  little  child* 
and  he  was  clean  %.  This  done,  Jefus 
ftraitly  charged  him,  that  he  mould  tell 
no  man ;  but  proceed  in  the  due  and  re- 
gular way,  by  (hewing  himfelf  immediately 
to  the  prifl,  and  offering  the  gift  commanded 


*   Matt.  viii.  g: 

•f  Luke  xvii.  15. 

J  2  Kings  v.  14.  It  is  fpfncwhat  remarkable  that 
Etibu  in  Job,  xxxiii.  24,  25,  after  fpeaking  of  man  in 
his  unregencrate  ftate,  add?,  upon  leading  him  to  the 
atonement  and  means  of  regeneration  —  \{\s  flefi  {hall 
he  frtfhkt  than  a  child's,  he  Jhall  return  to  the  days  of 
his  youth  j  manifeftly,  as  it  is  mould  feem  inculcating 
that  doctrine,  (a  defeat,  in  and  ignorance  of  which  fome 
learned  menfunpofe  to  have  been  the  grand  faultof  Job, 
for  which  he  was  (o  feverely  tried,  and  upon  a  fight  of 
which  he  cries  out,  wherefore  I  abhor  my fdf  and  repent  in 
nuft  arid  ofies,  xlii.  6.)  namely,  the  doctrine  of  the  natu- 
ral finfulnefs  and  depravity  of  his  nature,  the  means  of  its 
fcu're,  and  the  need  of  a  better  righteoufnefs  than  his 
own,  to  render  him  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  a  juft, 
a  pure,  and  a  holy  God.  The  whole  railage  deferves 
an  accurate  furvey,  and  perhaps  the  Leper's  cafe  ana1 
i>  .  may  be  found  not  wholly  inapplicable. 
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by  Mofesfor  a  teflimo?iyy  and  undeniable  evi- 
dence to  them,  that  the  cure,  as  being  per- 
fectly wrought,  muft  have  been  wrought  by 
one  fuperior  to  the  law,  that  of  confequence, 
Jefus,  whofe  divine  word  effe&ed  the  cure1, 
was  the  promifed  Meffiah,  the  expedted 
redeemer  of  Ifrael  -,  and  that  it  was  their 
wifdom  and  duty,  if  they  would  not  blind 
their  eyes  and  harden  their  hearts  to  receive 
and  contefs  him,  as  fuch  *. 

As  winds  and  ftorms  and  unclean  fpirits 
were  obedient  to  his  word,  fo  here  we  fee 
the  moft  inveterate  difeafe  no  lefs  obedient : 
giving  in  undeniable  atteftation  to  the  fu* 
preme  power  and  authority  of  Chri/i.  Men 
may  command  actions  to  be  done,  but  to 
perform  them  by  a  command  only  is  the 
fure  prerogative  of  divinity.  And  as  is 
his  power,  fo  is  his  mercy;  ready  to  be  ex- 

*  St.  Amhrofe  obferves,that  our  Saviour's  cleanfing  of 
the  Leper  follows  clofe  after  the  bcnedidtions,  and  the 
reft  of  his  fermon  on  the  mount,  in  which  he  had  de  - 
clared,  that  he  came  not  to  deftroy  the  law,  but  to 
fulfil  it:  giving  the  'Leper  thereby  to  underftand,  that, 
being  cleanfed  by  the  power  and  act  of  Chriji,  it  was 
not  in  virtue  of  the  law,  bi.t  by  one  much  fuperior 
that  his  leprofy  was  done  away. 

D  4  erted 
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crted  in  behalf  of  our  leprous  fouls,  when 
in  humble  faith,  and  fervent  prayer,  we 
feek  to  the  all-prevailing  merits  of  our  Lord 
for  fuccour  :  when  like  this  Leper  we  fall 
down  at  his  feet,  confeffing,  that  we  believe 
him  able,  and  we  hope  him  willing  to  make 
us  clean.  For  we  have  all  need  of  his 
cleanfing.  And  as  our  fouls  are  all  fpotted 
over  with  the  filthy  contagion  and  leprofy 
of  fin,  as  we  are  all  by  nature  born  in  fin, 
uncle  an  ^  h:  our  blood  *,  unlefs  we  apply  to 
Chrifl  for  a  cure,  we  muft  for '"ever  befepa- 
rated  from  him  and  that  glorious  city, 
into  which  there  flail  in  no  wife  enter  any 
thing  that  defleth  f. 

For  the  fuller  manifestation  of  this  im- 
portant truth,  and  our  better  understanding 
the  greatnefs  of  the  prefent  miracle,  I  will, 

lit,  Give  you  from  the  fcripture,  a  ge- 
neral account  of  the  nature,  cure,  and  fpi- 
ritual  defignation  of  leprofy  ;  and, 

*  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ? 
not  one,  How  can  he  be  clean  that  is  born  of  a  wo- 
rn, n  ?  Job  xiv.  4.  xxv.  4.  When  I  palled  by  thee, 
fa  th  God,  and  faw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I 
Jala*  unto  tb.ee,  in  thy  blood,  live.     Ezekielxvi.  6. 

-J-  Rev.  :::-i.  27. 

2dly, 
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Ildly,  I  will  dwell  upon  the  feveral  points 
of  doctrine,  ufe,  and  improvement  which 
arife  from  the  prefent  miraculous  cure  of  this 
difeafe  by  the  commanding  word  of  Jefus. 

One  thing  I  could  wifh  you  always  to 
retain  in  mind:  that  in  whatever  bodily  dif- 
eafes  and  fickneffes  Chrift  healed,  fome- 
thing  more  was  intended  than  the  mere 
corporal  healing.  He  is  the  blefled  fun  of 
' right eoufnefsy  that  arofe  with  healing  in  his 
wings,  not  only  to  difpenfe  health  to  the 
difeafes  of  the  body,  but  to  the  far  more 
dangerous  difeafes  of  the  foul.  He  came 
not  only  to  raife  bodies  from  the  dead, 
but  fouls  from  the  death  of  fin  :  he  came  a 
light  into  the  world,  not  only  to  reftore 
fight  to  the  blind,  but  fpiritual  light  to  the 
blind  in  heart  and  underftanding  :  he  came 
not  only  to  cure  the  leprous  in  body,  but  the 
leprous  in  foul  alfo,  thofe  who  are  fpotted 
over  with  the  contagion  of  fin  and  deeply  in- 
fe&ed  with  the  poifon  of  original  corruption  : 
which,  fays  one*,  "  that  it  might  he  fhadow- 
ed  out  by  a  vifible  fign,  Chrifi  conferred 
health  and  foundnefs  of  body,  as  an  image  or 
f  Grotins  on  the  place. 

pledge 
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pledge  of  a  certain  greater  health  and  found- 
nefs,  on  thofe  who  believed  him  able  to 
perform  it,  and  to  make  them  clean/'  And, 
I  truft,  our  reflections  on  the  prefent  dif- 
eafe will  be  found  confirmative  hereof: 
will  demon,ftrate  to  us  at  once  the  power, 
and  goodnefs  of  God,  our  Saviour  5  the 
mifery  and  depravity  of  our  fallen  nature, 
and  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  the  blood  of 
a  redeemer,  and  the  blelTed  un&ion  of 
the  holy  fpirit  to  cleanfe  and  fanctify  us. 
For  without  blood  and  oil,  no  Leper  ever 
could,  no  finners,  (oh  that  the  defpifers  would 
regard  and  wonder)  no  finner  ever  can  be 
cleanfe  d  ! 

lit,  Then  I  am  to  fpeak  of  the  nature, 
cure,  and  fpiritual  defignation  of  Leprosy: 
which  was  a  difeafe  of  all  others  the  moil 
defiling  and  hateful ;  by  human  means  in- 
curable; fhockingly  contagious,  fo  as  to 
pollute  even  whole  houfes  and  garments, 
and  for  that  reafon,  by  the  law,  excluding 
the  perfon  infected  from  the  fociety  of 
others.  It  was  a  very  voracious  difeafe, 
working    its    way     wide    writhin,     before 

it 
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it  fhewed  itfelf  in  any  outward  part: 
which  it  did  by  horrible  boils  and  loath- 
fome  fores  over-fpreading  the  whole  body, 
arifing,  as  was  fuppofed,  from  a  general 
taint  and  corruption  of  the  whole  human 
mafs:  there  were  different  degrees  and 
ftages  of  the  diforder;  fome  having  only 
rifing  fpots,  fome  being  wholly  covered  over 
with  it  -y  to  have  it  in  the  head  was  the 
laft  and  moft  dangerous  ftage  of  all. 
It  rendered  the  object  filthy  and  odious 
to  fight  and  fmell:  nay,  and  deteftablc 
too  for  the  moft  part,  as  the  difeafe  was 
generally  efteemed  a  punifhment  *  in- 
flicted by  God  for  enormous  crimes.  It 
was  thought  and  therefore  dreaded,  as  the 
greateft  and  worft  of  all  legal  pollutions, 
and  was  in  reality  the  moft  painful,  melan- 
choly, and  foul  diforder,  depriving  the  af- 
flicted fufferer  of  all  comforts  both  of 
body  and  foul,  of  all  corporal  eafe,  of  all 
fpiritual   and  civil   correfpondence.       And 

*  See  the  cafe  of  Afiriam,  Gehazi,  Uzziab,  &c. 
Chr'iji^  fays  one,  to  (hew  that  he  came  to  take  away 
the  wrath  of  God  by  taking  away  fin,  began  with 
thfc  cure  of  a  Leprr. 


as 
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as  it  was  abfolutely  incurable,  fave  by  the 
hand  and  finger  of  God,  working  by  the 
means  of  the  legal  ceremonies,  (a  great 
variety  of  which  were  neceffary  to  perfect 
the  cure,  and  all  of  which  the  prieft  was 
to  apply)  therefore  the  priefts  alone  were 
ordained  and  appointed  of  God  to  infpect 
and  judge  of  thofe  under  fufpicion  of  this 
devouring  malady:  in  order  to  which  the 
exacted  rules  poffible  are  prefcribed  by  the 
Almighty  himfelf  in  Leviticus  * ;  And 
when  they  determined  it  to  be  a  real  lepro- 
fy,  all  outward  demon  fixations  of  mame 
and  forrow  were  to  be  made.  <c  The  Leper 
(faith  the  Lord)  in  whom  the  plague  is,  his 
clothes  Jhall  be  rent,  and  his  head  bare:  and 
he  ft: all  put  a  covering  upon  his  upper  lip,  and 
fall  cry,  Unclean,  unclean-,  and  all  the  days, 
wherein  the  plague  fall  be  in  him,  he  fall 
be  defied:  he  is  unclean,  he  fall  dwell  alone, 
without  the  camp  fiall  his  habitation  be. 
Levit.  xiii.  45,  46. 

Such   was    the  difeafe  of  Leprofy :  and 
what  could  in  a  more  full  and  lively  man- 

:-   See  ch.    xiii,  and  for  a  comment  upon  it  Confult 
Jitifivorih,  Bibliolhcca  blbllca,  Q  itlca  facri>  Sec. 

ner 
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ner  reprefent  that  original  taint  and  cor- 
ruption, which  hath  worked  its  way  wide, 
and  fpread  itfelf  all  through  the  foul  of  man; 
— that  heiliili  poifon  of  the  old  ferpent, 
which^vith  its  deadly  bane,  hath  corrupted 
the  whole  nature  and  conftitution  of  man, 
(hewing  its  inward  and  fatal  efficacy  by  its 
outward  and  loathfome  fruits?  For  thoje 
things  (faith  our  Saviour,  in  testimony  to 
this  inward  fountain  of  uncleannefs)  which 
proceed  out  of  the  month,  come  forth  from  the 
HEART,  and  they  defile  the  man.  For  out 
of  the  Heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murder sy 
adulteries,  fornications,  thefts^  falfe-witneffes, 
blafphe?nies ;  thefe  are  the  things  which  defile  a 
man*.  Thefe  are  the  outward  and  fure  mani- 
feftations  of  the  inward  taint,  the  leprofy  of 
the  foul:  Thefe  are  as  undeniable  and  un- 
erring proofs  of  original  fin,  as  the  outward 
plague  in  the  fie m  was  ofthe/;z<^rJplague 
of  leprofy:  and  thefe  alas — to  all  mankind, 
more  or  lefs,  are  very  convincing  evidences 
of  that  fin,  wherein  We  are  conceived,  who 
may  fry  to  corruption  thou  art  my  father,  and 

*  Matt,  xv,  i  -3,  io. 
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to  the  worm  thou  art  my  mother  and  fijler  *# 
I  fay  more  or  lefs ;  becaufe  though  all  are 
by  nature  born  in  fin-f,  tho'  every  individual 
is  an  heir  of  that  fame  original  death  and 
evil  introduced  into  the  world  by  our  firft 
parents  tranfgreffion,  the  feeds  of  every 
vice  being  fown  in  all  our  hearts;  —  yet 
every  one  doth  not  advance  equal  fteps  in 
iniquity;  thofe  feeds  have  not  in  all  the 
fame  means  of  fprouting  up  to  full  matu- 
rity, every  one  is  not  equally  leprous :  fome 
indeed  are  wholly  fpotted  over  and  perfeftly 
covered  with  the  contagion,  working  all 
iinckannejs  with  greedinefs :  fome  have  only 
riling  fpots  and  burning  boils,  evil  lulls  and 
ftrong  paffions,  which,  or  ever  they  burft 
into  aft,  they  labour  to  fubdue,  mortify 
and  keep  under :  applying  to  God  in  due 
feafon,  and  finding  his  grace  fufficient 
for  them :  others  aeain  have  it  in  head  and 
heart,   are   utterly   gone   aft  ray    from    the 

*  Job  xvii.  14.  T  cannot  but  recommend  here 
Father  Caimet's  ingenious  obfervations  on  this  fubjecl:, 
which  the  reader  will  find  in  p.  163  of  the  Hid  volume 
of  ttibliotheca  liblica,  as  well  as  in  that  writer's  own 
com  rrentary. 

f  See   the    9th  article  of  our   church,  entitled,  Of 
taig'uuiljG,  b.  rib  Jin. 

com- 
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Commandments  of  God,  beady,  high-minded, 
f elf -willed,  hoping  to  be  cured  by  their  own 
means,  or  vainly  thinking  themfelves  well 
in  the  midft  of  ficknefs,  fafe  and  fecure  in  the 
midft  of  danger, crying cut, peace,  peace ,when 
there  is  no  peace.  Very  dreadful  indeed  is 
this  fame  leprofy  in  the  head:  doubly  un- 
clean is  the  man  in  this  woful  cafe :  the  far- 
theft  of  all  others  from  converfion,  becaufe 
leaft  capable  of  conviction:  felf-juftifiedj 
having  eyes  and  feeing  -not,  ears  and  yet  hearing 
not :  and  at  the  greateft  remove  from  that 
fimplicity  of  intention,  that  humble,  child- 
like difpontion,  which  places  the  willing 
foul,  in  lowly  attention  at  the  feet  of 
Jefus :  the  prophet  pronounces  his  Wo  upon 
fuch :  Wo  unto  them  that  are  wife  in  their 
own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  fight : 
the  wife  man  tells  us,  there  is  more  hopes  oj 
a  fool,  than  of  thefe  men:  wherefore  he 
warns  us  againft  this  falfe,  this  felf-wifdom. 
and  (hews  us  what  is  the  true  :  I  ft,  be 
not  wife  in  thine  own  ryes :  2d,  fear  the 
Lord  and  depart  from  eviu  And  to  convince 
us  fully  of  the  danger  of  a  fond  leaning 
to    our    own    vain    imagination,  the   great 

apcfil? 
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apoftle  St.  Paul  commands — be  not  wife  in 
your  own  conceits  *. 

This  difeafe  was  very  filthy  and  loath- 
fome  to  the  fight:  it  changed  the  appear- 
ance of  thofe  who  were  infected  with  it: 
making  them  who  were  before  never  fo 
lovely  to  behold,  odious  and  frightful  to 
the  view  :  fo  fin  renders  man,  who  was 
created  in  perfect  beauty,  the  very  image 
and  fimilitude  of  his  Creator,  hateful  and 
odious  in  his  fight,  an  abomination  to  him : 
it  makes  him  a  perfect  ftranger  to  God, 
changes  his  form  and  vifage,  and  feparates 
between  him  and  his  Creator:  corrupt  in 
undemanding,  will  and  affection,  he  is 
loathfome  as  a  dead  caicafs,  abhorred  as  a 
vejfel  wherein  there  is  no  pleafure  -f.  And  this 
pure  God  gave  a  fignal  proof  of  his  hatred 
and  abhorrence  of  fin,  as  well  as  of  its  filthy 
and  defiling  nature,  when  he  fent  his  Son 
to  die  upon  the  crofs  as  the  only  means 
to  atone  for  the  fins  of  a  guilty  world;  to 
flied  his  divine  blood,  as  the  only  means 
to  cleanfe  the  infinite  filth  of  a  world  of 

*  See  Ifai.  v.  21.     Proverbs  xxvi.  12.  iii.  7.     Rom. 
xii.  16,  {•  Jerem:  xxii.  28. 
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leprous  finners  !  Should  not  this  caufe  us 
to  look  upon  fin  in  ourfelves,  and  others 
with  abhorrence  and  holy  indignation  ? — » 
Should  it  not  advifeus  to  take  efpecial  heed, 
that  we  apply  this  blood  of  God  to  the 
cleanfing  ourfelves  yr0/7;  all  filtbinefs  of  flefij 
and  fpirit,  perfecting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of 
God?  * 

The  Leprofy  was  the  worft  of  all  dif- 
eafes:  and  of  all  evils  fin  is  and  ought  to  be 
efteemed  by  us  the  very  worft:  more 
formidable  than  all  earthly  ills,  than  fick- 
nefs  or  forrow,  than  even  death  or  hell : 
for  fo  it  is  both  in  itfelf  and  in  its  confe- 
quences:  robbing  the  moft  high  God  of 
his  due  honour  and  glory  ;  and  robbing  the 
foul  of  all  prefent  health  and  peace,  of 
that  only  true  happinefs  for  which  it  was 
created,  the  love  and  enjoyment  of  God: 
bringing  on  a  deteftable  crowd  of  evils ; 
and  if  perfifted  in,  finally  and  for  ever  ex- 
cluding from  the  paradife  of  blifs ;  finally 
and  for  ever  (hutting  up  the  felf-condemned 
foul  in  the    flaming    pit,  with  devils  and 

*  2  Cor.  vii.   1, 

N«.  II.  E  damned 
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damned  fpirits,  to  howl  and  gnafh  the  teethe 
bewail  and  curfe  its  own  wretched  and  in- 
excufable  folly,  through  endlefs  ages,  with- 
out hope  of  pardon,  without  the  leafl  ex- 
pectation of  releafe. 

This  difeafe  alfo  was  very  noifome;  and 
no  wonder,  when  all  the  humours  were 
vitiated  in  thofe  infected  with  it.  The 
fame  is  the  cafe  with  their  minds,  who 
are  polluted  and  defiled  by  fin:  whofe  throats 
we  are  told  are  as  open  fepidchres  *.  For 
as  an  intolerable  ftench  exhales  from  fe- 
pulchres,  where  putrid  carcaffes  lie :  fo 
from  that  body,  wherein  the  foul  is  dead, 
becaufe  of  fin,  nothing  but  the  moll  noi- 
fome  flench  arifeth  to  offend  the  great  Ma- 
jefty  of  heaven.  And,  if  from  the  acceptable 
offerings  of  good  men  the  Lord  is  faid  to 
fmell  a  fweet favour  -f,  what  a  foul  ftench 
muil  daily  afcend  from  the  numberlefs  and 
filthy  iniquities  of  a  world  of  tranfgreffors? 
While  this  man  from  the  fepulchre  of  a 
defiled  mouth  fends  forth  nothing  but 
-blafphemies,  oaths,  lies,  lafeivioufnefs :  while- 


*  See  Rom.  iii.  13. 

1  his  is  faid  of  Noah's  offering,  Gen.  viii.  21. 
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from  that  proceeds  nothing  but  evil- 
thoughts  >  murders,  adulteries,  &c.  even  all 
that  hellifti  crew  of  barking  degs  conceived 
and  nourished  in  the  fertile  womb  of  fin, 
from  the  hellifh  offspring  and  poifon  of 
their  father  the  devil !  * 

The  very  breath  of  thofe  infe&ed  with 
this  difeafe  was  contagious;  it  was  remark- 
ably defiling;  on  which  account,  the  Le- 
pers were  excluded  from  all  civil  as  well 
as  religious  communion,  and  compelled  to 
dwell  alone  without  the  camp.  And  what  is 

*  Milton's  beautiful  allegory  of  Saian^  fin  and  death, 
book  II.  line  648,  &c.  is  here  referred  to.  He  makes  fin 
the  daughter  of  Satan,  and  death  the  offspring  of  both  : 
the  inceftuous  mixture  between  fin  and  death  produces 
thofe  monfters  and  hell-hounds,  which  enter  into  her 
womb  and  tear'  her  bowels,  while  her  fon  (death) 
fets  oppofite —  and  fets  them  on, 

And  me  his  parent  (faith  Jhe)  would  full  foon  devour, 
.    For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows 
,     His  end  with  mine  involv'd  ! 

What  can  more  emphatically  paint  to  our  view  the 
origin  and  fad  fruits  of  fin  —  or  be  a  nobler  and  more 
inftru&ive  poetical  improvement  of  St.  yatries's  words 
i.  15.  Then  when  LUST  hath  con  reived*  it  hi  in  geth  forth 
SIN,  and  fin  when  it  isfinijhed  bringeth  forth  DEATH  ! 
I  cannot  wifh  my  reader  a  finer  <  tertainment  than  a 
perufal  of  the  whole  paffage  a§  it  frauds  in  the  incom- 
parable  Parad'fe  Lojf,  which  any  extract  Would  greatly 
injure. 

E   2  there 
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there  fo  contagious,  fo  defiling  as  fin  ?  how 
doth  the  prevalence  of  ill  example,  like  a 
peftilence,  fpread  its  malevolent  and  baneful 
effects  around  ?  who  can  touch  pitch  and 
not  be  defiled  with  it  ?  men's  natural  cor- 
ruptions caufe  them  to  Aide  into  an  imitation 
of  the  evil  practices  of  others,  and  to  catch 
their  vices,  as  eafily  as  dry  wood  the  flame 
put  to  it,  as  tinder  the  fpark  from  the  flint. 
Wherefore  St.  Paul  compares  fin  to  leaven, 
be  caufe  a  little  leave?! leave  net  b  the  whole  lump** 
Both  in  communities  and  in  our  own  fouls, 
one  ill- example  and  one  vice  predominant 
may  continually  fpread  the  difeafe,  and 
bring  on  the  laft  and  moft  defperate  ftage 
of  fpiritual  leprofy.  Let  a  man  looft  with 
the  fmall-pox  full  upon  him,  and  none  will 
doubt  but  that  the  infection  will  fpread 
through  the  neighbourhood.  Infinitely 
more  contagious  is  the  leprous  finner. 
Would  God,  we  were  all  as  careful  to 
guard  againfl  the  evil  of  fuch  contagion> 
as  we  are  againft  that  of  bodily  dif- 
eafes. 

*  i  Cor,  v.  6. 

Every 
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Every  thing  the  Leper  touched  was  de- 
filed by  him  ;  nay  the  plague  not  only  in- 
fected men,  but  houfes,  vefTels,  and  gar- 
ments: from  whence  we  have  a  fuller  de- 
monftration  of  the  defiling  nature  of  fin, 
and  the  evil  ftate  of  the  finner,  who  brings 
a.  curfe  upon  himfelf,  his  houfe  and  pofief- 
fions  — For  I  will  bring  forth  the  curfe ',  faith 
the  Lord  of  ho/Is,  and  it  fi:all  enter  into  the 
houfe  of  the  thief y  and  into  the  houje  of  him 
that  fweartth  fafy  by  my  name:  and  it 
(hall  remain  in  the  midji  of  his  houje,  and 
fhall  confume  it,  with  the  timber  thereof  and 
the  Jlones  thereof*.  Oh  ye  finners,  that  ye 
would  be  wife  and  confider  :  O  fools  and 
flow  of  heart,  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets 
have  f poke  n  I  will  ye  not  fee  your  folly,  will 
ye  not  believe  the  words  of  the  God  of 
truth  ? — Will  ye  not  be  convinced  that  the 
very  means  ye  are  taking  to  fecure  worldly 
things  are  the  fure  means  of  your  own  and 
your  pofterity's  lofs  and  deftrudtion  ?  In  par- 
ticular, oh  ye  falie  fwearers,  let  me  addrefs 
you,  for  whofe  fake  the  land  mourmthy  and 

*   Zechariah  v.  4. 

E  3  for 
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for  the  increafe  of  whom  amongft  us,  our 
Jerufakm>  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  at  length 
Jit  folitary  and  become  as  a  widow  :  To  what 
end  is  the  number  of  your  oaths  ?  fee  ye 
not  the  curfe  of  God  that  is  gone  out  againft 
you,  and  hangs  by  a  thread  overyour  devoted 
heads? — what  will  ye  do  in  the  end  there- 
of ?  . —  it  fhall  confume  your  houfes  —  it 
fholl  bring  you  and  yours  to  utter  ruin;   no 
profit  (hall  ye  reap  from  your   iniquitous 
f  wearing,  except  eternal  horror  be  deem'd 
a  profit  by  you.     Repent,  repent,  I  befeech 
you,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,   that  fo  your 
fins  may   be  blotted  out;  feek  him  while 
he  may  be  found  :  call  ye  upon  him  while  he 
is  near :  let  the  wicked  for  fake  his  way,  and 
the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  :  and  let  him 
return  unto  the  Lord  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upom  him,  and  to  our  God  for  he  will  abun- 
dantly pardon  *.     But  unlefs  ye  do  fo  return 
never  vainly  expect   a   pardon  :  ye  are  al- 
ready condemned! .  Tcfhet   is  ordained  of  old, 
the  breath  of  the  Lord,  like  a  jlreamof  brim- 
Hone,  doth  kindle  it  -f  :  and  it   mufi  burn   a- 


*  ffaiah  Iv.  7. 

i  bee  John  iii.  \S,  and  Ifaiah  xxx,  33. 
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gainft  you  with  irrefiftible  fury  for  ever. 
For  as  the  Leper  was  excluded  from  the 
camp  and  Ifrael  of  God,  fhut  out  and  com- 
pelled to  dwell  in  mifery  and  diflrefs  alone, 
fo  muft  the  finner,  remaining  in  his  fin, 
unregenerate,  unrepenting,  for  ever  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  true  camp  and  Ifrael  of 
God :  and  as  {hut  out  here  from  the  com- 
munion of  Saints,  from  the  kingdom  of 
grace  and  falvation,  from  the  church-mi- 
litant on  earth,  fo  for  ever  be  (hut  out  from 
•the  church-triumphant  in  heaven,  the  new 
Jerufalem,  the  general  affembly,  and  church  of 
the  firll-born,  from  God,  from  jejus,  and 
from  glory.  And  as  an  earneft  hereof, 
both  to  admonifh  him  of  his  (late,  and  to 
advife  him  of  the  confequences  —  would 
Cod,  leprous  finners  were  fo  rare  as  to 
enable  us  continually  to  pradife  it !  —  we 
are  commanded,  to  ufe  this  wholefome  fe- 
verity  ;  namely,  to  mark  bad  men,  and  thofe 
that  caitfe  divijions  a  fid  offences :  and  to  avoid 
them :  to  withdraw  ourjehes  from  every  dif 
orderly  walker:  riot  to  keep  company,  if  any 
man,  that  is  called  a  brother,  be  a  fornicator, 
or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  raiier,  or  a 
E  4  drunk- 
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drunkard,  or  an  extortioner ;  with  fuch  a  one 
no  not  to  eat  *      And   the  public  cenfures 
of  the  church  were  doubtlefs  appointed  alfo 
lo  this  end. 

But  this  was  not  all:  the  leprofy  if  un- 
cured,  reduced  the  body  to  a  miferable, 
mutilated  dead  carcafs :  eat  out  the  ears, 
the  eyes,  the  tongue  :  confumed  the  nofe, 
the  feet,  and  deftroyed  every  faculty. 
Hence  Aaron  interceding  with  God,  for 
his  filler  Miriam,  fays,  Let  her  ?20t  be  as  one 
dead,  of  whom  the  flejlj  is  half  confumed^ 
when  he  cometh  out  of  his  mother's  womb  -f*. 
And  thus  fin,  if  become  habitual,  corrodes  and 
eats  away  every  faculty  of  the  foul,  deftroy- 
ing  all  fpiritual  fenfe  and  underflanding. 
It  confumes  the  ears,  fo  that  they  can  nei- 
ther hear  nor  obey  the  commands,  or  re- 
gard the  threats  of  God  :  it  blinds  the  eyes, 
fo  that  they  cannot  fee  the  greatnefs 
of  their  mifery,  the  danger  of  approaching 
death,  the  horrors  of  future  judgment. 
It  deprives  the  tongue  of  any  power  to  pray 

*  Rom.  xvi.  17.     2  ThefT.  iii.  6.      1  Cor.  v.     See 
Thcocloret'j  quefliont  upQn  Leviticus, 
f  Numb.  xii.  j  2. 


The  Cleanfing  of  the  Leper.         73 

or  to  praife,  to  entreat  the  mercy  or  mew 
forth  the  merits  of  a  bleeding  God.  In 
fine,fuch  leprous  finners  have  neither  hands 
to  perform,  nor  feet  to  run  in  the  way  of 
God's  commandments:  and  cc  this  (agreea- 
ble to  antient  wifdom)  is  the  greatefl:  of  all 
evils,  if  a  man  be  neither  wife  himfelf,  nor 
willing  to  attend  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
wife  ;"  the  unhappy  cafe  of  thofe  infect- 
ed with  this  fpiritual  leprofy.  —  Of  which 
whofoever  defiresto  be  healed  he muft  apply 
to  the  true  high  prieft  of  our  profeffion,  with 
all  demonftrations  of  fhame  and  forrow, 
rending  his  clothes,  and  making  bare  his  head, 
rending  his  *  heart,  in  token  of  grief  and 
contrition,  covering  -f  his  Up  to  exprefs  his 
{hame,  and  to  keep  filence  before  God,  as 
being  under  the  greatefl  confufion  of  face, 
and  unworthy  to  open  his  lips  before  him, 

*  Joel  iii.  13. 

f  Hefychius  upon  this  place  v/ell  obferves,  "  the 
flench  of  fin  is  rank  and  foul  from  human  nature  in 
general,  particularly  fo  from  the  tongue,  and  moft  of 
all  fo  where  it  happens  to  be  within  the  lips  of  a  fpi- 
ritual monitor.  For  how  fhould  he  open  his  mouth 
a  gain  ft  a  doclrine  or  practice,  which  at  the  fame  time 
his  example  encourages  and  propagates  ? 

except 
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except  in  words'  of  confeffion  and  humilia- 
tion :  crying  out,  unclean  >  unclean,  wo  is  me, 
feted  man  that  lam,  I  have  finned,  1  have 
dene  amijs,  who  will  deliver  me  from  the  body 
if  this  death,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  Jin- 
net  I 

Whoever  thus  apply  to  Chrift  in  true 
repentance,  with  firm  faith,  and  earneft 
prayer,  they  will  find  him  faithful  and  juji 
to  forgive  them  their  fnsy  and  to  cleanfe  them 
from  all  unri^hteoufnefs  :  which  whatever 
means  of  cleanfing,  whatever  methods  of 
(alvation  men  may  propofe  to  themfelves, 
is  the  only  way  whereby  we  can  be  faved, 
for  there  is  falvation  in  no  other,  and  //  is 
the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  only,  which  cleanfeth 
m  from  all  Jin  *. 

This  was  very  emphatically  figured 
out  in  the  ceremonies  ufed  for  the  clean- 
fing of  the  Leper,  who  on  the  day  of 
his  cleanfing  was  to  be  brought  to  the 
pried,  and  the  prieft  was  to  go  forth 
out  of  the  camp,  (even  as  our  merciful 
high  prieft  came  from  heaven,  and  his  fa- 

•*  Rem.  vii.  24      Luke  xviii.  13.      1  John  i.  7 — 9. 

fcher's 
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ther's  bofom  for  us  miferable  finners)   to 
meet  and  infpecT:  him,  and  to  perform  the 
appointed  ceremonies  :  upon  which  I  fhall 
be  very  brief,  giving  you   a  general  key, 
whereby  you   may  the    better  underfland 
them   when    you  refer   to,    and    carefully 
read    God's    directions    concerning  them, 
in    the   fourteenth  chapter    of  Leviticus : 
as  I  would  haften    to  the  miracle  before 
us,  wherein   we  have  a  fight,  without  the 
veil  of  the  law,  of  the  great  healer  of  the 
nations,    the  almighty  reftorer  of  loft  and 
lapfed  human  nature.     Thefe   ceremonies 
indeed  do  point  out  to  us  in  as  full  and  ex- 
preffive  a  manner  as  any  perhaps  in  the 
whole  law —  the  meritorious  and  all-fuffi- 
cient  facrifice  of  Chrift,  both  God  and  man 
dying  for  our  fins,  and  rifing  again  for  our 
j unification,   in   the  lively   figure    of    two 
birds ,  which  yet  like  the  two  *  Goats  on 

the 

*  Confult thexvith  chapter  of  Leviticus^  St.  Cyr'ill  of 
Alexandria  in  his  fpiritual  interpretation  of  the  leprofy 
ipeaks  thus,  "  Sin  is  the  leprofy  of  the  mind.  'Tis 
its  deftru£i:ion,  and  when  it  has  got  pofieffion  of  it  by 
the  poifon  of  dead  works,  it  deadens  all  its  faculties,  and 
makes  it  like  a  diftempered  body,  a  burden  to  itfelf.  — 
As  for  the  two  clean  birds  they  are  a  type  of  the  two 

natures 
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the  great  day  of  atonement  made  but  one 
facrifice,  as  God  and  man  make  but  one 
Chrifl :  one  of  thefe  birds  (figurative  of  the 
human  nature,  which  was  capable  of  Of- 
ferings and   death,)  was  to  be  flain  in   an 
earthern    vefTel    over  running  water,    that 
the  mingled  ftream   of  blood   and    water 
might  reprefent  that  myftic  ftream  which 
flowed  from  the  *  broken  veffel  of  Chri/l's 
body ;    while  the  other  bird  itill  alive,  fi- 
gurative of  the  divine  nature  which  was 
impafiible    and  could  not  be  held  in   the 
grave,  was  to  be  dipt  in  the  blood  of  the 
ilain  one,  with  Cedar,  Hyffop,  and  Scarlet, 
and  let  loofe  into  the  open   field  ;  to  (hew 
the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  nature, 
and  the  influence  of  that  union,  in  all  the 
concernments  of  our    peace,    and   the  ex- 
cellency and  efficacy  of  that  blood,  which 

natures  in  one  Chri/t,  as  one  facrifice.  And  Hefychius 
obfcrves  upon  the  letting  loofe  the  living  bird, — ts  Chri/t's 
divine  nature  was  impafiible,  though  inseparable  from 
bis  human,  which  differed  ;  on  which  account  it  was 
that  the  human  nature  being  baptifed  In  blood,  the 
impafiible  and  that  together  might  be  let  loofe  into  the 
open  field,  that  is,  afcend  up  into  heaven. 

*  See  2  Cor.  iv.  7.  Rom.  ix.  20,  from  whence  it 
will  manifeftly  appear,  that  an  earthen  veffel  is  a  Scrip- 
ture fimilitude  for  a  body  of  fejh. 

atoned 
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atoned  for  us,  and  which  is  ftiled  in  fcrip- 
ture  —  wonderful  to  think — even  the  blood 
of  God — who  from  that  fame  bleffed  union, 
is  faid  to  have  laid  down  his  life  for  us ! 
Hereby  we  perceive  the  love  of  GOD,  becaufe 
he  laid  down  HIS  LIFE  for  us  *  /  Oh  how 
fhould  we  prize  this  moft  precious  blood ! — 
how  fhould  we  adore  the  infinite  love  that 
poured  it  forth  in  rich  ftreams  from  his 
heart,  for  our  fakes  ? — and  how  fhould  we 
pity  and  pray  for  thofe  who  are  fo  refer- 
able and  deceived  as  to  defpife  this  fountain 
flowing  plenteoufly  to  comfort  the  thirfty 
foul,  as  to  count  this  blood  of  the  covenant  an 
unholy  thing !  BlefTed  Jefus,  how  long ! 
Father  j or  give  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do  ! 

The  neceffity  of  an  effectual  application  of 
this  cleanfing  blood  to  the  heart,  is  no  lefs 
clearly  taught  us  by  the  fprinkling  of  the 
Leper,  and  that  feven  times  with  the  blood 
of  the  flainbird:  For  we  are  eleB  throy  fan&i- 
f cation  ofthefpirit,  and  fprinkling  of  the  blood 
cfjefus  Chrijl  -f.     How   requifite  conftant 

*  i  John  iii.  1 6,   comp.  Ads  xx.  28. 
t   1  Pet.  i.  2. 

mor- 
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mortification,  cutting  off"  all  flefhly  lufts, 
that  war  againjl  the  font \  laying  apart  all 
filtbinefs  a?id  fuperfluity  of  naught inefs  -f,  are 
to  an  effectual  cleanfing  by  this  blood 
fprinkled  upon  our  hearts,  we  are  (hewn  by 
the  Lepers  (having  all  his  hair  off  his  head, 
his  beard,  and  his  eye-brows,  and  wafhing 
his  cloaths  and  flefli  in  water.  The  Life 
of  thankfgiving  and  the  thorough  fan&i- 
fication  by  the  fpirit,  which  muft  follow 
and  demonftrate  the  reality  of  our  freedom 
from  the  filth  of  fin,  are  beautifully  pictured 
out  to  us  by  the  treffpafs,  lin,  and  meat  of- 
fering to  be  offered  before  the  Lord  ;  and 
particularly  by  the  application  of  the 
blood  and  oil  of  thofe  offerings  to 
the  extreme  parts  of  the  body  £,  which 
is    the  fame   ceremony     with   that     ufed 

■f  James  i.  21. 

"I  Thefe  rites  were  to  fignify,  how  by  the  blood  of 
Chrljl  the  ear  fhould  be  fanclificd  to  obey,  the  hand 
to  work,  the  foot  to  walk,  in  the  commandments  of 
God,  and  fo  the  whole  man  to  be  renewed.  2  Cor.  vii.r. 
iPct.  i.  14,  15,  fays  our  incomparable  Ainfworth  in  his 
note  on  the  place,  whom  confult,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
cellent Bochart  either  in  Hieroz,  p.  2.  lib.  I.  ch.  22, &c. 
or  as  abridged  in  Bibliotheca  biblica,  vol.  iii.  p.  192. 
If  the  reader  is  inclined  to  fee  the  whole  fubje£t  largely 
handled,  he  may  find  it  in  Doctor  Taylor's  Chri ft  re- 
vealed, or  the  Old  Tejlament  explained)  chap.  xiv.  kSt.^ 
printed  1635. 

in 
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in  the  confecration  of  the  high-priefl  ||,  and 
the  crowning  one,  as  it  were,  of  the  whole: 
For  the  prieft  was  to  put  them  (the  blood 
and  oil,  the  blood  firft  and  the  oil  upon  it 
for  a  very  obvious  reaibn)  upon  the  tip  of 
the  right  ear  of  him  that  is  to  be  cleanfd^ 
upon  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand,  and  upon  the 
great  toe  of  his  right  foot,  pouring  what 
remained  of  the  oil  upon  his  head,  to  de- 
note an  entire  confecration  and  perfect 
fanflification  of  his  whole  body  and  mind, 
who  is  cleanfed  from  the  filth  and  mifery 
of  fin,  by  the  purifying  blood  of  Jefus ;  who 
is  renewed  and  fanctified  by  the  un£lion  of 
that  holy  anointing  fpirit,  whofe  com- 
fort to  the  foul,  is  like  oil  to  the  body,  and 
who  is  the  gift  and  purchafe  of  Imma- 
nuePs  blood. 

Such  then  was  the  leprofy,  and  fuch  the 
ceremonies  ufed  for  the  cure  of  it :  without 
which  no  Leper  could  poffibly  be  cleanfed, 
as  without  what  thefe  ceremonies  fignified 
no  finner  ever  can  be  faved.  In  all  of  them, 
it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  there  is  nothing 

\]  See  by  all  means  Exodus  xxix.  20,&c. 

which, 
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which,  humanly  fpeaking,  could  be  in  the 
leaft   likely   to   remove    the   diforder :  the 
fprinkling  a  Leper  with  blood,  the  putting 
blood  and  oil  upon  his  ear,  hand  and  foot, 
the  flaying  fuch  and  fuch  particular  crea- 
tures, &c.   could  by  no  means  have  been 
effectual  in  themfelves  for  the  recovery  of 
foundnefs  to  a  Leper's  body :  no,  it  was  a 
divine   act,  the  immediate  work  of  God, 
the  finger  of  the   almighty!    and    as  this 
was    univerfally    known    and   believed   a- 
mongft  the  Jews,   the  Leper  who   applied 
to  our  Saviour,  could  not  but  acknowledge 
and  fincerely  believe  his  divine  power :  as 
his  addrefs    indeed    fufficiently    proves  — 
which  I  come  now, 

Ildly,  To  confider,  with  fuch  doctrines 
and  ufes,  as  arife  from  this  inflance  of  our 
Lord's  mercy  and  might. 

I  need  not  from  what  has  gone  before  ad- 
vife  you  of  the  loathfome,  filthy  and  defiling 
nature  of  fin — nor  need  I  produce  any  exam- 
ples to  prove  the  truth  of  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced !  I  fincerely  wifh  vice  was  fo  uncom- 
mon, as  to  require  proofs  of  its  flagrancy  ! 
but  you  fee  it,  you  hear  it  every  day  and 

every 
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eVery  hour;  you  cannot  fhut  your  eyes  to  it, 
nor  help  being  offended  with  the  repeated  and 
abounding  inflances  of  the  breach  of  every 
one  of  God's  holy  commandments,  of  the 
neglect  of  the  whole  law  of  Chrijl:  while 
blafphemy  and  dreadful  abufe  of  the  mod 
high,  prophane  curfing  and  fwearing,  hor- 
rible prophanation  of  the  fabbath,  filthy 
drunkennefs  and  brutality,  abominable  luft, 
adultery,  fornication,  murders,  revellings — - 
pride,  malice,  envy,  and,  not  lead  of  all,  im- 
pious defpight  to  the  covenant  of  grace, 
and  the  God  that  bought  us,  with  every 
other  vice  reigns  in  full  power,  and  holds 
defpotic  empire  through  the  kingdom  !  As 
fully  fenfible  hereof,  would  God  we  were 
as  fenfible  of  the  fatal  effects  and  difmai 
fruits  of  this  evil  5  that  fo  we  might  each 
one  of  us  apply  to  him,  who  is  able  and 
'milling  to  make  us  clean.  No  man  can  tell 
how  far  the  force  of  his  fingle  example 
might  prevail  ;  if  vice  is  contagious,  good- 
nefs  is  diffufive,  in  this  refped:  too  we  may 
fay,  a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump  : 
and  it  is  more  efpecially  the  cafe  of  thofe 
in  exalted  ftations,  whofe  good  practices 
N°.  2.  F  bring 
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bring  virtue  into  reputation,  and  who,  if 
they  cannot  wholly  ftem  the  oppofing  tide, 
will  yet  at  a  certain  hour  find  unfpeakable 
iatisfaction  in  having  made  \  refolute  ftand 
againft  it.  Dare  therefore  to  be  Angularly 
good:  £C  when  vice  is  in  fafhion,  Angularity 
becomes  a  virtue :' '  look  to  your  languifhing 
country,  ye  great  ones  of  the  land  :  it  is  in 
you  to  revive  its  drooping  head ;  it  is  in  you 
to  make  religion  ftourim;  it  is  in  you  to 
recommend  that  ricrhteoufnefs  and  truth 
which  are  the  only  bulwarks  of  a  kingdom, 
and  which,  as  reaching  even  to  the  higheft 
heavens,  no  convulfions  of  the  earth  can 
ever  remove,  no  terrors  of  the  Lord  will 
ever  (hake  :  for  right eoiifnefs  exalt eth  a  natio?i9 
the  throne  is  ejiablified  by  right eoufnefs  5  and 
the  work  of  righteoujnefs  fhall  be  peace ',  and 
the  effect  of  right "eoufnefs ,  quiet nefs  and  afju- 
ranee  for  ever,    faith    the  Lord    of  ho/is. 


oa 
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7#£  Cleaning    of  the  Leper. 
PART     II. 

St.  Matthew  viii.  I — 4. 

KSSFSSE^K  Come  now  in  the  fecond  place 
Jfei  I  ^  to  confider  the  prefent  miracle, 
^  ^  and  fo  to  explain,  enforce,   and 

improve  it,    as  fhall  be  moft  to 
your  fpiritual  inftrudtion  and  advantage. 

From  this  Leper  we  learn,  Ift,  The  pro- 
per manner  of  applying  to  Chrifl,  without 
which  we  can  expect  no  favour  from  him; 
for  to  feeking  only,  the  bleffing  of  finding 
is  annexed.  He  came  under  the  burden  of 
a  moft  grievous  difeafe,  which  he  knew  and 
confeffed  a  punifhment  for  fin :  he  came 
in  the  deepeft  humility,  under  the  fenfe  of 
his  own  manifold  unworthinefs,  falling 
F  2  down 
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down  at  Chrijl's  feet,  with  lively  faith  iff 
his  divine  power,  and  with  fervent  prayer, 
faying,  Lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  can/1  make  me 
clean.  Thus  manifeftly  decftring  his  faith 
in  J{fusy  as  the  Son  of  God,  as  the  expect- 
ed Median,  as  endued  with  power  from 
on  high,  and  able  to  do,  what  was  confeffed- 
ly  in  the  power  of  God  only,  to  deliver 
a  Leper  from  his  leprofy.  And,  if  we  de- 
fire  his  falvation,  thus  muft  we  alfo  approach 
him  :  confeious  of  our  great  and  number- 
lefs  offences,  truly  humbled  beneath  the 
guilt  and  mifery  of  fin,  firmly  perfuaded 
that  he  is  not  only  able,  but  willing  to  fave 
to  the  uttermojl  all  that  come  to  the  Father 
by  him  *;  and  imploring  with  fervent  prayer 
this  Lord  of  mercy,  this  God  of  all  power 
to  make  us  clean.  One  great  advantage  we 
have  over  this  Leper,  in  that  we  are  bleffed 
with  as  ftrong  an  affurance  of  our  Saviour's 
willy  as  of  his  ability  to  fave :  we  who  have  this 
example  of  his  compaflion  before  us  -,  we  who 
have  heard  him  with  a  voice  of  love  call  all 
the  labouring  and  heavy-laden  to  reft,  and 

*  Hcb.  vii.  25. 

repofe 
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repofe  -,  and  we  who  know  that  he  laid 
down  his  life  for  us,  and  thus  gave  us  the 
greateft  proof  poffible  of  his  friendship; — 
We  furely  can  never  doubt  of  his  good- 
will to  fave,  we  furely  can  never  want  any 
motives  to  perfuade  us  to  come  to  him,  to 
fall  down  before  him,  and  fay  "  Lord  thou 
art  able  and  willing  to  make  us  clean,  be  it 
unto  us  according  to  thy  word !  limners 
though  we  are,  thou  camefl  into  the  world 
to  fave  finners;  thou  waft  called  by  that  moft 
fweet  and  refrefhing  name  JESUS,  becaufe 
born  to  fave  thy  people  Jrom  their  fins  :  if 
we  in  Sincerity  confefs  our  fins,  thou  art  faith- 
ful and  j 'uft  to  forgive  us  cur  fins,  and  to 
clean fe  us  from  all  unrighteoufnefs.  Low  at 
thy  foot-ftool  therefore  do  we  fall,  imploring 
thy  mercy,  and  relying  upon  thy  infinite 
grace  ;  Jefus,  mafter,  have  mercy  on  us, 
thou  Son  of  David  have  mercy  on  us  !" 
Thus  if  we  come  to  Chrift,  we  mail  for 
ourfelves  have  full  experience  of  that  reads'* 
nefs  and  ability  to  fave,  which  the  prefent 
hiftory,  for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith, 
and  the  comfort  of  every  repenting  firmer., 
F  3  fo 
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fo  beautifully  pictures  out  in  our  compaf- 

fionate  high  prieft. 

Ildly,  The  Leper  had  no  doubt. of  Chrijl's 
power,  thou  canft\  all  his  fear  was  from 
himfelf— "  if  thou  wilt  do  this,  for  fuch  a  mi- 
ferable,  worthlefs  wretch  as  I," — Oh,  happy 
would  it  be  for  us,  ifourfaith  was  thus  flrong- 
ly  eftablifhed  in  the  divine  and  almighty 
power  of  our  Lord,  while  we  humbly 
trembled  before  him  under  a  feeling  fenfe 
of  our  manifold  unworthinefs  !  for  we 
find  that  the  Leper's  loathfome  and  defiling 
ftate,  his  miferable  and  foul  difeafe  did  not 
render  Chriji  averfe  to  him  ;  or  turn  away 
the  bowels  of  his  compaflion  from  him : 
nav,  we  are  told  that  thofe  bowels  were 
vwved  *  towards  him  ;  he  was  touched 
with  the  moft  inward  pity  :  even  with  fuch 
pity  as  he  was  moved  toward  a  world  of 
leprous  finners,  all  lying  in  their  blood, 
all  lying  in  defiling  guilt  and  iniquity,  when 


*  St.  Mark  i.  41.  fays  exprefly,  Jefus,  moved  with 
compaJfion,<T7i:\aiyxyw§uq  the  known  and  ufual  word  in  the. 
New  Teftament  from  wha,yx-»9  (bowels)  to  have  the 
bowels  moved. 

he 
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he  came  to  do  his  father's  will,  to  cleanfe? 
redeem  and  fave  them  from  all  their  pollu- 
tions !  —  even  with  fuch  pity  as  he  is  moved 
towards  thee,  oh  penitent  and  heart  afflict- 
ed finner,  when  with  all  thy  difeafes  and 
all  thy  forrows,  thou  applieft  unto  him, 
feeking  for  mercy,  for  mercy  and  for- 
givenefs  from  that  crucified  Saviour,  who 
defireth  not  the  death  of  a  finner;  and 
whofe  crofs  for  the  confolation  of  all  who 
will  look  up  to  it  and  be  Javed,  is  furround- 
ed  by  a  denying  Peter,  an  unbelieving 
Thomas,  an  adulterous  Magdalen,  a  perfe- 
cting 'Paul! 

Who  then  can  doubt  of  his  will  to  fave 
all  that  in  true  repentance  and  fincere  faith 
draw  nigh  unto  him  ?  And  his  Power  a 
Chriftian  fhould  blufh  to  queftion,  when 
he  contemplates  this  Leper,  and  fees  the 
triumphs  of  his  faith.  If  thou  wilt]  thou 
canfl  make  me  clean  —  faid  he  *-—  /  will, 
laid  Chri/1,  be  thou  clean.  And,  immediately 
his  leprofy  was  cleanfed.  You  have  heard 
from  the  law  a  defcription  of  this  loath- 
fome,  inveterate,  and  obftinate  difeafe, 
which  was  indeed  the   finger  of  God,  for 

F  4  the 
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the  cure  of  which  fo  many  ceremonies 
were  ordained,  and  fo  long  time  was  necef- 
fary.  But  the  God,  who  cleanfed  the 
Leper  by  means  of  thofe  ceremonies,  could 
as  eafily  do  it  without  them  —  and  you  fee 
him  here,  in  an  inftant,  perfecting  the  mi- 
raculous cure.  This  was  an  undeniable 
proof  of  his  divinity;  and  the  Pharifees, 
who  once  reafoned  right,  proving  him 
the  true  God — who  can  forgive  fins  but  God 
alone?  might  have  reafoned  in  the  fame  man- 
ner here — "  who  can  cure  a  Leper  but  God 
alone," —  fefus  both  forgave  fins,  and  cured 
Lepers,  and  can  any  human  being  be  blind 
to  the  conclufion  ?  *  Hence  when  John 
Baptiji  fent  meffengers  to  enquire  whether 
he  were  really  the  expected  Meffiah  or 
not,  the  Son  of  the  moft  High,  he  returns 
for  anfwer,  amongft  other  marks  of  his 
divinity,  that  the  Lepers  were  cleanfed  *•}-, 
as  being  the  peculiar  act  of  God,  and  never 
performed  by  the  word  of  man,  or  by  any 
power  lefs  than  that  of  Jehovah  :  which 
the  king  of  Jfracl  affirms  as  a  matter  well 

•    See  this  more  fully   treated  of3  in   the  following 
fcrmon  on  the  Paralytic, 
f  Matt.  xi.  5. 

known 
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known,  when  Naaman  was  fent  to  him  by 
the  king  of  Ajjyria  to  be  cured  of  his  le- 
profy  ;  cc  Am  1  a  God,  (faith  he)  to  kill  and 
to  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth  fend  unto 
me  to  -  recover  a  man  of  his  leprofy.  * 

The  very  touch  of  Lepers  was  defiling ; 
yet  Chrijl  in  the  performance  of  this  cure 
did  not  not  difdain  to  touch  the  man  :  for 
we  read,  that  he  put  forth  his  hand  and  touched 
him,  faying,  I  will,  &c .  He  could  with  no  lefs 
eafe  have  cleanfed  him  by  a  word,  (as  he  did 
afterwards  in  another  cafe-f-)  than  now  by 
his  touch,  had  he  thought  good  fo  to  do;  but 
he  chofe  rather  this  method  to  convince  and 
confute  any  calumnies,  which  the  Pharifees 
might  raife  concerning  the  true  author  of 
the  cure ;  and  to  (hew  that  he  was  the  Lord, 
yea  and  fulfiller  of  the  law,  who  could 
Dot  be  polluted  with  the  touch  of  the  le- 
profy, as  in  the  law,  but  who  on  the  con- 
trary, by  his  touch  took  away  the  leprofy 
and  all  uncleannefs.  He  converfed  with 
Publicans  and  finners,  yet  was  harmlefs, 
holy,  and  undefiled  :  feparate  from  finners, 

*   1  Kings  v.  7. 

f  See  Luke  xvii.  14. 

3  when 


90         The  Cleanfing  of  the  Leper. 

when  in  the  midft  of  them,  for  the  prince 
of  this  "world  had  nothing  in  him. 

But  he  intended  principally  hereby  to 
fhew  us  the  dignity,  ufe  and  advantage  of 
the  flefh,  which  he  aflumed  :  namely,  that 
by  it  he  reftores  our  corrupted  nature,  and 
becomes  our  life-giving  Saviour;  not  by 
his  divinity  only,  but  by  the  affiftance  and 
miniftry  of  that  flefh  which  he  took, 
and  which,  from  the  hypoftatic  union  with 
the  divinity,  is  rendered  life-giving,  quicken- 
ing flejh  *•  Two  birds  were  neceflary  to 
make  07ie  complete  facrifice ;  the  two  na- 
tures of  God  and  man  were  neceflary  to 
make  one  Chrijl.  For  as  the  living  bird 
could  not  cleanfe  the  Leper,  without  the 
jdead  one,  nor  the  dead  one  without  the 
living :  fo  neither  could  we  be  purged  from 
our  fins  by  the  divinity  without  the  huma- 
nity, nor  by  the  humanity  without  the  di- 
vinity *f\      Therefore    he,    in  whom  the 

fulnefs 

*  John  vi.  33.  The  Bread  of  God  is  he,  which  cometh 
down  from  heaven,  and  givcth  life  unto  the  world.  Read 
the  whole  chapter. 

-f  Thefe  are  Bocbart's  words  from  his  Hierozdicon9 
as  quoted  above,p.y8.  Nam  ut  tuque  avis  viva  fine  mortua, 
neqite  mortua  fine  viva  point  Uprofum  a  lepra  pw gar  c  : 

ita 
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fulnefs  of  the    Godhead  dwelt,  took   our 
flefh,  became  bone  of  our  bone,  an&flejh  of  our 
fejhy  to  give  us  an  accefs,  and   a  kind  of 
right  to  receive  grace  from  that  fulnefs.  But 
it  may  be  objedted,  that  in  his  moft  pure  and 
holy  flefh.  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwelt 
bodily:   while  ours,  miferably  defiled  by  the 
filth  of  fin,  is  fo  polluted,  fuch  a  cage  of  un- 
clean birds ',  that  it  appears  unworthy  the  ma- 
jefty  of  Chriji  to  hold  any  communion  with 
us,  which  reafon  (perfuading  us  to  judge  like 
this  Leper)  would  lead  us  to  think  he  fhould 
abhor   and  utterly  refufe.     This  objedion 
the  prefent  example  wholly  removes ;  we 
fee  him  here,  to  our  great  and  endlefs  com- 
fort, flretching  out  his  holy,  clean,  and  divine 
hand,  touching  a  body  wholly  infe&ed  with 
a    moft  noifome  and  contagious    leprofy  : 
a  touch  which  perfect  foundnefs  followed, 
For  immediately    the   leprofy   was  cleanftd  *. 
Such,  and  fo  great  are  the  benefits  of  the 
incarnation  of  Chriji:  who  taking  our  na- 

it  a  nee  a  Deo  fire  homine,  nee  ah  homlne  fine  Deo,  deiuit 
fieri  f -eccatorum  purgatio . 

*  Thefe  are  the  thoughts  and  expreffions  of  the  divine 
St.  Chryfofiom  and  St.  Cyritf,  and  which  I  have  taken 
from  them  and  Chemnitz. 

ture 
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ture  cleanfed  it  from  fin,  fanctified  and 
enriched  it  with  the  fulnefs  of  the  deity. 
And  that  this  bleffing  and  honour  might 
not  be  thought  to  extend  only  to  that  mafs  of 
human  flefh  which  he  himfelf  took,  he 
again  communicates  to  us  his  own  flefh, 
which,  having  received  from  us,  he  hath 
now  fanclified,  that  by  this  means  our 
corrupt  nature  may  be  reformed,  and  re- 
newed. And  unlefs  we  do  eat  of  that 
fleft  fo  fanftified,  of  that  flefh  which  is 
meat  indeed,  how  can  we  expect  to  have 
any  life  in  as  *  ?  Let  us  therefore  eat  in 
faith  and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  im- 
menfe  love  of  our  Saviour  Chriji  to  man,  who 
hath  not  difdained  to  touch  our  leprous  na- 
ture, with  his  own  moft  pure  and  holy  flefh, 
which  fo  far  from  being  defiled  itfelf  thereby, 

CD  J   ' 

wholly  cleanfes  and  fanclifies  ours.  And 
when  we  approach  his  hallowed  table  to  re- 
ceive the  divine  food  there  prefented  to  our 
fouls,  let  us  contemplate  this  Leper :  and 
remember   how    powerful    the    touch    of 

*  How — fince  Chriji  faith  pofitively  and  perempto- 
rily, Vei  ily,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  except  ye  eat  the  fe]h  of 
the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  LIFE 
in  you  f   John  vi.  53, 

Chriji 
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Chrlfi  is  to  cleanfe  us  from  all  filthinefs  of 
fiefh  and  fpirit ;  and  when  we  receive  that 
divine  food,  then  let  us  in  humble  fort 
entreat  him  to  blefs  it  to  the  appointed  end, 
to  make  it  effectual  to  the  cleanfing  and 
fanctifying  of  our  fouls  :  let  us  entreat  him 
to  touch  and  make  us  clean  ! 

Illdly,  As  from  this  miracle  we  are 
taught  the  proper  manner  of  applying  to 
Chrijl,  and  the  readinefs  and  ability  of  our 
Lord  to  fave  all  that  come  to  him,  labour- 
ing and  heavy-laden  —  fo  are  we  no  lefs 
fully  directed  in  the  due  conduct  of  our- 
felves  afterwards. 

He  orders  the  Leper  to  tell  no  man, 
that  is,  till  he  had  fhewed  himfelf  to  the 
pried,  for  a  teftimony  to  them  ;  a  teflimony 
that  Chrijl  came  not  to  deftroy,  but  to 
fulfil  the  Law  5  and  that,  upon  the  man's 
reporting  what  Chrijl  had  dons  for  him, 
the  priefts  who  faw  him  cured  without 
the  legal  means,  might  have  convincing 
evidence,  that  this  divine  healer  was  in- 
deed the  expected  Meffiah,  of  whom  it 
was  foretold,  that  he  fljould  be  a  fountain  0- 
fened  to  the  houje  of  David,  and  to  the  in- 

habitants 
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habitants  of  Jerufalem,  for  Jin  and  for  an* 
clcanncfs  *,  And  when  they  had  fuch  a 
teftimony  it  argues  the  greateft  hardnefs 
of  heart  in  them  ftill  obftinately  to  ftand 
out,  and  refufe  affent  and  worfhip  to  this 
defpifed  Galilean.  However  they  might 
footh  their  conferences,  we  have  the  ful- 
ler!: teftimony  from  hence,  that  jfefus  is 
the  Cbri/ty  the  Son  of  God,  able  and  wil- 
ling to  fave :  and  a  fure  rule  whereby  to 
conduct  ourfelves.  For  though  the  clean- 
fing of  a  Leper  was  the  immediate  act  of 
God,  and  though  our  Saviour  performed 
the  work  by  a  touch  of  his  almighty 
hand,  yet  the  ceremonies  of  the  Law, 
were  by  no  means  to  be  difpenfed  with, 
being  rendered  neceffary  and  obligatory 
by  the  command  of  God  himfelf.  The 
cafe  is  the  fame  at  prefent.  We  muft 
not  think  to  act  in  religious  matters  ac- 
cording to  our  own  caprice  or  fancy,  nor 
do  each  one  of  us,  what  (hdll  feem  good  in 
our  own  eyes  \  but  whatfocver  thing  the  Lord 
hath  commanded  us,  that  we  muji  obferve  to 
do,  we   mu ft   neither   add  nor  diminijb  from 

*    /echar.  xiii.  t. 


"the  Cleanfing  of  the  Leper.  <£j 
it  *.  The  word  of  God  and  the  do&rine 
of  the  church*  as  built  thereupon,  rauft  be 
our  infallible  rule,  not  any  private  pur- 
pofes,  any  delulive  felf-will,  any  vain  and 
felf-feeking.  And  this  rule  God  would 
have  kept  fo  fixed  and  inviolate,  that  he 
approves  not  thofe  who  depart  from  it,  and 
without  the  word  either  from  the  traditions 
of  men,  private  ends,  or  falfe  zeal,  attempt 
any  thing,  though  apparently  and  out- 
wardly to  the  glory  of  God.  They  can 
no  more  be  approved  of  him,  than  this 
Leper,  who  tranfgreiTed  a  plain  command 
of  CbriJI  — fee  thou  tell  no  man  ■+•,  —  though 
perhaps  it  might  have  been  under  a  laudable 
pretence,  to  fpread  abroad  and  make  ma- 
nifeft  the  mighty  works  of  Chriji. 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  difputes  concern- 
ing this  man's  difobedience  :  certainly,  how-5 
ever,  his  duty  was  to  have  done  as  Chriji 
directed  him,    to  have    obeyed  his   com- 

*   Deut.   iv.  2. 

f  St.  Mart's  words  are  very  ftrofig,  f(x6]p*//i!a-af*s»o? 
«yT&>,  e%t5a,tev  clvtcv  —  having  f?r  iff  ly  andfolemnly  charged 
bim,  be  forthwith  difmijpd  him.  See  Matt.  xix.  30* 
and  Doddridge's  note  on  the p'ace,  Vol.  I.  p.  272.  w.d. 
of  his  Family  Expositor, 

2  mandj 
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mand,    and    applied  to  the  priefts.     We, 
from    this    comand   of    our    Saviour,    are 
taught,  that  as  he  hath  ordained  a  {landing 
miniftry,  he    will    always  have  thofe   who 
are  converted  to  him,  feek  for  him  in  and 
by  that  miniftry,  and  in  the  ways  and  means 
appointed.     He  referred  Paul  to  Ananias, 
Cornelius  to  Peter,    the   Eunuch  to  Philip. 
There  where  he  hath  promifed  to  be  always 
frefent  *,  he  will  have  thofe  who  fincere- 
ly   defire   him,    feek   for   and  fue  to  him; 
and  there  they  fhall  always    be  afiured  to 
find    him,  if  they  look   up   to  him,    thro' 
the  means  as  acting  in  and  by  them.     For 
though    the    means   and   ceremonies   now 
ufed  in  the  church  of  God    are   in  them- 
felves  a   dead  letter,  yet  by  his  immediate 
inftitution,they  become  efficacious  and  obli- 
gatory: nor   can  we    have  the  leaft  right, 
or  the  leaft  reafon  to  expect  any  juftifica- 
tion  from  Chrifl,  or  fa  notification  from  the 
fpirit,  if  we  refufe  to  be  baptized,  and  ab- 
fent  ourfelves  from  the  bleffed  communion. 

*  Matt,  xxviii.  20,  Lo  I  am  with  TOU  always^  even 
w.to  the  end  of  the  world.  See  Bifhop  Beveridge\  ex- 
cellent fcrmon  on  this  text.     Vol.  I,  Serm,  1. 

For 
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For  thefe  being  means  ordained  of  Chrift 
himfelf  to  convey  to  us  fpiritual  grace,  we 
have  no  more  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  we 
fhall  receive  that  grace  without  them,  than 
a  Leper  had  to  fuppofe  he  fhould  be  clean- 
fed  without  the  legal  purifications  and  or- 
dinances. But  neither  will  thefe  avail  us> 
unlefs  we  come  to  them  as  the  Lepers  did 
to  the  priefls  under  the  law,  and  as  this 
did  to  Chrift  in  the  gofpel,  under  a  true 
and  feeling  fenfe  of  our  fins,  an  hearty 
forrow  for  all  our  offences,  a  fervent  de- 
fire  to  be  delivered  from  this  body  of 
death,  and  with  firm  faith  and  full  per- 
fuafion  that  our  mediator,  who  hath  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth,  willeth  not 
the  death  of  a  finner,  but  that  all  fhould 
turn  to  him  and  live.  With  this  temper, 
thus  contrite,  humble,  penitent  and  be- 
lieving, we  muft  wait  upon  him  in  the  means 
of  Grace,  and  we  are  then  to  our  endlefs 
liappinefs  affured,  that  this  merciful  high- 
prieft  will  come  out  to  meet  us,  fpeak  the 
word,  and  ckanfe  m  from  all  fpiritual  de- 
filement. 

G  IVthly, 
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IVthly,  But  vainly  fhall  we  hope  for 
any  other  cure;  and  as  we  are  all  by  na- 
ture leprous,  all  infected  with  this  deadly 
poifon,  all  fpotted  over  with  iniquity,  all 
more  or  lefs  under  the  power  of  fin,  what 
mult  be  the  confequence,  if  we  are  not 
cleanfed  ?  The  wages  of  fin  is  death  —  tem- 
poral, fpiritual,  and  eternal.  How  infinite- 
ly blefled  fhould  we  efteem  ourfelves,  that 
we  have  fuch  a  phyfician  to  whom  we 
may  thus  confidently  apply,  whofe  almigh- 
ty word  and  fovereign  touch  is  able  to 
difpel  the  moft  inveterate  maladies  ?  Did  we 
each  one  of  us  really  labour  beneath  the  mi- 
feries  of  a  bodily  leprofy,  and  were  inform- 
ed of  fuch  a  phyfician,  what  earneft  crowd- 
ing, what  pathetic  fuing,  what  endlefs  ap- 
plication, would  there  be  to  him  ? — Oh  let 
us  not  condemn  ourfelves! — let  us  not  be 
more  remifs  in  the  care  of  our  immortal 
fouls,  lefs  anxious  for  their  everlafting 
health,  than  for  that  of  poor  perifhing 
bodies,  fpeedily  to  corrupt  in  naufeous 
putrefaction!  nor,  with  ftrange  and  un- 
reafonable  pride,  deny  this  ficknefs  of  our 
fouls,  to  which  the  fcriptures  give  fuch  in- 
2  fallible 
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fallible  teftimony,  and  to  which  our  own 
hearts  bear  a  teftimony  no  lefs  infallible  *. 
And  as  we  cannot  deny  that  we  are  grievous 
finners,  miferable,  fpotted,  filthy  Lepers, 
why  fhould  we  refufe  to  wa/h  and  be  clean  ? 
why  fhould  we  refufe  to  come  to  the  pure 
fountain  opened  for  all  uncleannefs  ? — why 
fhould  we  net  rather  receive  the  free  gift 
of  a  cure  offered  us,  than  proudly,  vainly, 
and  foolifhly  expedl  it  from  our  own  weak 
means,  our  own  poor  and  infignificant  en- 
deavours ?  We,  alas,  who  have  need  of  an 
atonement  not  only  for  our  greater  fins,  but 
for  our  very  beft  fervices:  we  who  have  fuch 
continual  need  of  our  advocate  and  propitia- 
tion *  we  who  can  not  do  one  good  work, 
or  perform  one  duty,  read,  hear,  pray, 
communicate,  faft  or  give  alms,  without 
the  moft  forrowful  mixture  of  fin  and  im- 
perfection —  the  caufe  of  the  good  man's 
complaint  and  tears  all  the  days  of  his 
pilgrimage,  through  this  valley  of  death. 
But  the  natural   man,  whoje  eyes  are  ?iot 

*   Read  the  lixth  chapter  of  Ifuiqh  and  lxiv.  6.    We 

are  ALL  as  an  unclean  things  cur  rightecufnejfes  are  as 
filthy  rags  :  and  we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaj r,  and  our  in.- 
qitiiies  like  the  wind  have  taken  us  away. 

G  2  opened, 
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opened,  hath  no  fuch  opinion  of  himfelf  of 
his  duties :  he  thinks  in  a  more  noble  and 
elevated    manner;  and    is  perfuaded,  that 
his  own  divine   reafon  *,  the  eye   of  the 
foul,  is  very  fufficient  to  guide  him  aright; 
his  own   works   very   capable  of  meriting 
luture   hldfednefs.     Alas    to   be    proud  in 
one's  own  eyes  is  a  melancholy  delufion  in- 
deed.    Seejl  thou  a  man  that  is  wife  in  his 
own  conceit  ?  there  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than 
him  !  Very  far  is  fuch  a  one  from  that  in- 
fant, child-like  habit  of  mind   and  difpo- 
fition,  with  which  our  Lord  allures  us  each 
muft  be  blefs'd,  who  would  be  his  difciple, 
and   receive  that  heavenly  wifdom,  which 
is  not  for  the   wife  of  this  world,  but  for 
thofe,   only  who  are  wife  to  him  -f.     And 
yet  one  would  conceive  no  extraordinary 
wifdom  in  any  of  our  ftrong  advocates  for 
Deifm,  or  the  faith  of  heathen  men,  —  for 
can  it  be  wifdom  to  counteract  the  decrees 
of  omnipotence,  can  it  be  wifdom  to  re- 

*  I  fpeakhere  of  mere  natural,  unenlightened  reafon, 
which,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  is  but  a  blind  guide 
to  follow  in  the  broad  day  of  revelation.  For  true  en- 
lightened  reafon,  I  would  always  contend  in  the  purfuit 
of  religious  matters  :  lince  that  too  is  revelation. 

f  t;.  •         .     xviii 

fufc 
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Rife  obedience    to   the   commands   of  an 
eternal  judge  -?  can   it   be   wifdom  to   re- 
ject   a  gofpel,  which    the  Son    of    God 
defcended    from    on    high    to    eftablifh  ; 
can    it    be   wifdom    to   rejedt     a    Saviour 
whofe  infinite  love  hath  purchafed   for  all 
who   will  receive  it,  life   and    glory,  and 
that   by  fhedding    his  own  moft  precious 
blood;  can  it   be   wifdom,   to   rejedt.  that 
Saviour,  to  refufe  that  falvation,  to  tram- 
ple under  foot  that  blood,  the  infinite  price 
and  value  of  which,   endlefs  ages   will  be 
too  fhort  to  magnify   and  extol  ?  Oh  call 
them  no  longer  wife,  feed  not  their  unhappy 
vanity,  with    fuch    fpecious  terms,  but  let 
them  know  their   folly;    proclaim  aloud 
their  ingratitude  and  danger,   fhew  them 
their  finfulnefs,  and  let  them  be  told,  fpite 
of  all  their  proud  boafling,  "  they  are  only 
the  finful  children  of  a  finful  father  y    that 
fo,  ere  it  be  too  late,  they  may  return  and 
repent,  that   iniquity   may  not  prove  their 


ruin? 


Open  their  eyes,  eternal  fountain  of  all 

light  and  love  ■•—  fufter  them  not,  oh  God 
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of  mercy,  fuffer  them  not  to  perifli  in 
their  blood  -,  but  bring  them  home  in  true 
faith  and  repentance  to  thee,  that  their 
hearts  defire  being  at  length  lifted  up  to 
thee,  —  thou  may'ft  fpeak  the  word  and 
their  leprofy  be  cleanfed  ! 

Vthly,  Happy  is  it  for  the  foul,  that  per- 
ceives its  leprofy;  happy  is  it  for  the  man, 
who  fearching  into  his  own  heart,  finds 
there  this  dreadful  difeafe,  and  flying  to  the 
only  prieft  and  iifiop  of  his  foul,  rends  his 
garments,  and  in  fincere  forrow  proclaims 
himfclf  ancle  an  >  unclean.  And  would  you  but 
examine  yourfelves  in  fincerity,  would  you 
but  ferioufly  carl  your  eyes  upon  yourfelves, 
your  duty,  and  your  future  expectations, 
the  difeafe  would  foon  abundantly  manifeft 
itfelf.  You  would  be  convinced  of  your 
utter  finfulnefs.  If  unconvinced  of  this, 
all  other  knowledge  is  unavailing :  For  what 
is  the  blood  of  Chrijl,  and  the  unction  of  the 
holy  fpirit  to  him  who  wants  no  cieanfing, 
as  convinced  of  no  unclcanncfs  through 
fin-,  v.Lo  wants  no  holinefs/  as  already  fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently  jufl,  honeft  and  upright  to  carry 
him  to  heaven  !  But  deceive  not  yourfelves : 
indeed  one  would  judge  that  impoffible 
lay  your  hearts  and  confciences  now  open 
before  God,  furvey  your  pail  lives,  look 
upon  your  prefent  difpofitions ;  and  fee 
what  a  multitude  of  evils,  in  a  long  fuc- 
ceffion,  crowd  thick  to  judge  and  condemn 
you!  See  what  pride  of  heart,  what  vani- 
ty, and  felf-applaufe,  what  envy,  malice, 
and  anger,  confuming  rancour,  and  gnaw- 
ing jealoufies:  what  a  love  of  the  world 
and  all  its  vain  pomps  and  vanities ;  what  a 
dreadful  company  of  evil  thoughts  and 
defires,  lufts  fecret  and  unperpetrated,  lufts 
of  the  will  and  intention,  fiery  pamons 
evil  concupiscences,  inordinate  affedtions; — 
what  vices  in  their  full  power  and  ftrength, 
the  outward  fores  and  biles,  the  manifefl- 
ations  of  the  inward  taint  and  corruption ; 
what  extortion,  covetoufnefs,  drunkennefs, 
adultery,  uncleannefs,  and  many  other 
filthy  works  of  the  fleih:  Add  to  thefe, 
what  blafphemy  and  contempt  of  God; 
now  little  regard  and  love  for  his  fervice ; 
how  very  little  regard  to  his  mod  holy 
G  4  lav  s, 
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laws,    and    the   caufe  of    thofe  brethren, 
whom    he  hath  commanded  us   to  love  as 
mrfehes  —  alas,  alas,  how  deficient  are  even 
the  beft   in  this    divine  love,    which  not- 
withstanding is  the  confummation  of  every 
duty,  and  without  which  all  becomes  mere 
founding  irafs,   or  a  tinkling  cymbal !  « —  Let 
us   confider   thefe  things  —  Let  us  prove 
cur  ownfelveSy  and  examine  whether  they 
have    not    polluted    our    fouls ;    whether 
we  are  not  wholly  covered  over    and  de- 
nied    with    their     contagion  —  whether 
they    have    not    the    full    dominion    and 
abfolute   fway    over    us !  —  Certain    it    is, 
thefe  are  the  fruits  of  the  flefh,  the  natural 
births  of  the  old  man  :  and  if  to  the  flefh  we 
thus  continue  to  Jbw,  of  the  flef  we  can  hope 
to  reap  nothing  five  corruption —  But  know- 
ing the   fatal  confequence  of  this  diforder 
if   uncured,    knowing  the   fure  wages    of 
iin,  if  unrepented  of,  oh  let  us  make  hafte 
to   be  delivered  therefrom,  to  remove  the 
heavy  burden  from  our  back,  and  to  take 
upon  us,  inftead,  the  light  and    eafy  yoke 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  jejus !   he  alone 
by    his    cleanfmg    blood,    and    lancYifying 
can  give  perfeft  foundnefs  to  us,  and  fo 

cleanfc 
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cleanfe  our  polluted  faculties,  as  to  reftore 
them  to  health,  and  a  power  of  performing 
their  feveral  duties  —  he  alone  can  change 
and  purify  the  heart :  all  human  power  in 
this  refpect  is  unavailing  -,  and  he  will  af- 
furedly  change  and  purify  it,  if  we  come 
to  him,  and  truly  requeft  him  to  beflow 
that  defireable  bleffing. 

What  joy  unfeigned  mould  it  give  every 
Chriftian,  to  find  this  change  wrought  in 
him,  to  have  a  glorious  teftimony,  that 
Chriji  hath  fpoken  with  power,  and  healed 
the  foul  of  its  leprofy  ?  To  find  his  former 
tempers  and  defires  perfectly  changed  and 
feparated  from  thofe  things,  wherein  they 
before  delighted  ?  To  find  the  love  of  God 
taking  place  in  his  heart  of  the  vain  love  of 
the  world  :  and  an  anxious  feeking  after  fin, 
the  /lift  ofthefejh,  the  lull  cf  the  eyes,  and  the 
pride  of  life  >  driven  cut  of  its  former  ftrong 
hold,  by  a  far  more  anxious  feeking  after 
righteoufnefs,  and  the  things  which  pertain 
unto  God  ?  To  perceive  his  ear  no  more 
delighted  with  vain  converfation,  but  as 
Redeemed  therefrom  by  the  blood  of  Chr iff,  de- 
lighting only   in    ail  holy   cowverfation  and 

?od- 
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\ •/>-,  and  (hewing  therefrom  his  works 
witu  meek  nefi  of  wifdom  ?  To  perceive  his 
hands  no  more  pleafed  with  the  deeds  of 
evil-doers,  but  rejoicing  only  to  do  good, 
glad  to  diftribute,  ready  to  commum cat ley  and 
labouring  always  in  the  work  of  the  Lord: 
to  perceive  his  feet  no  more  fwift  to  j 
blood,  his  own  and  his  neighbours  by  the 
acts  of  fin,  but,  fupported  by  the  grace  of 
God,  running  gladly  in  the  way  of  his 
commandments  ? 

And,  Vlthly,  As  fuch  a  change  mufl 
fureiy  convince  him  of  the  power  of  him 
wrho  wrought  it,  fo  mould  it  enlarge  his 
heart  with  thankfulnefs.  What  infinite 
fatisfaclion  muft  the  Leper  have  felt,  when 
he  perceived  himfelf  delivered  from  his 
loathfome  difeafe,  when  he  found  his  fa- 
culties reftored  to  their  former  health  and 
foundnefs  *  ?  But    greater  far    greater  joy 

*  We  have  a  very  inftrucYive  leffbn  of  this  fort,  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  frriking  picture  of  the  ingratitude  of 
the  human  race,  in  the  Samaritan  Leper,  the  only  one 
of  the  Ten  cleanfej  by  our  Saviour,  who  was  found 
returning  to  give  glory  to  God,  when  he  jaw  that  he 
was  healed.     See  St.  Luke  xvii.  15,  &c. 

will 
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will  every  firmer  have  in  his  heart,  who 
finds  the  load  of  fin  removed,  who  is 
no  longer  under  the  terror,  the  guilt  and 
power  of  it,  but,  rejoicing  always  in  the 
Lord,  continues  diligent  in  every  good 
work,  is  careful  to  obey  his  mailer's  wil!> 
and  fcrupulous  to  perform  it,  in  every  the 
leaft  particular  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power 
and  knowledge ;  thus  alone  fecuring  to 
himfelf  the  bleffing  conferred;  and  thus 
if  perfevering  faithful  to  the  end,  certain 
to  be  crowned  with  the  crown  of  life,  and 
to  be  rewarded  with  blifs  unfpeakable ! 

Oh  happy  conmmmation  of  a  life  de-  * 
voted    to  God  and   holinefs  —  devoutly  to 
be  wifhed,  fervently   to  be    defired  of  us 
—And  we  may  all  obtain  this  happy  con- 
fummation;  the  Son  of  God  hath  power 
enough   to   fave,  and  love  enough  to  in- 
cline him  to  exert  that  power  on  our  behalf: 
we  have  mifery  enough  to  caufe  us  to  come 
in    humble    contrition   to  the   foot   of  his 
crofs,  and  to  move  his  compaffion  towards  us. 
And  when    fo    coming   and    falling  down 
before  it,   Sovereign  grace  will  diftil  there- 
from ;  will  infinuate   itielf  like  balm  into 

all 
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all  our  wounds,  heal,  clea nfe,  comfort  and 
reftore  us  to  life  and  favour.  Our  own 
unworthinefs  can  be  no  impediment,  if  we 
defire  to  be  more  worthy ;  if  we  exert  and 
put  forth  that  defire  in  prayer,  Chn/i  will 
hear  us,  and  if  he  hear  us,  he  will  help 
us,  and  if  he  help  us,  we  fhall  be  fafe  indeed 
— for  if  he  be  for  us,  who  can  be  againfl  us  ? — 
Come  therefore,  ye  leprous  burdened  fouls, 
come  and  cleave  to  the  mercy  and  power  of 
your  redeeming  God ;  give  up  yourfelves, 
your  fouls,  and  bodies  to  be  wholly  ruled 
and  governed  by  him  —  take  efpecial  heed, 
that  you  obey  all  his  divine  commands, 
and  that  with  chearful  hope  you  attend  him 
in  all  his  appointed  means  —  then  doubt 
not,  but  he  will  put  forth  his  moft  pure 
and  holy  hand,  touch  your  fouls,  and  fay 
I  will  be  thou  clean. 

And  oh  thou  powerful  and  moft  com- 
panionate high  prieft,  who  art  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  difdain 
not,  we  befeech  thee  to  come  among 
us,  and  with  great  might  fuccour  us;  ex- 
tend thy  faving  hand,  and  with  the  fin- 
ger of  thy  power,  thy  hlefled  fpirit,  fo  touch 

and 
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and  convince  us  all  of  the  evil  of  fin,  that 
we  may  come  to  thee  in  fincere  contrition, 
and  with  fervent  faithful  prayer  implore 
thy  divine  affiftance.  And  let  us,  oh  boun- 
tiful JefiCy  let  us  not  pray  in  vain;  fhew 
forth  the  riches  of  thy  power  and  thy 
mercy  toward  us :  fpeak  the  word  only  and 
thy  fervants  Jhall  be  healed  j  deftroy  all  fin 
in  us,  and  implant  in  our  hearts,  by  thy 
grace,  all  the  fruits  of  the  blefled  fpirit. 
Oh  take  thofe  hearts  into  thine  own  gui- 
dance and  government ;  enable  them  to 
keep  thy  commandments,  and  fo  fulfil  thy 
holy  promife  of  coming  with  thy  father 
to  dwell  therein !  And  feeing  we  are  un- 
worthy through  our  manifold  fins  and  of- 
fences even  to  prefent  one  prayer  unto 
thee,  we  entreat  thee  to  pardon  the  fins 
of  thefe  our  beft,  though  raoft  imperfect 
fervices,  to  deal  not  with  us,  according  to  our 
merits,  but  thine  own  mercies  ;  and  gra- 
cioufly  looking  upon  us,  with  an  eye  of 
fatherly  love  and  pity,  we  befeech  thee  in 
all  our  dangers  and  neceflities  to  firetch 
forth  thy  right  hand,  to  help  and  defend 
us  —  that   protected    by    thy   power   and 

faved 
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faved  by  thy  mercy  here,  we  may  rejoice 
forever  hereafter,  in  thy  love  and  praife ! 
To  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  three  perfons,  and  one  God,  be 
afcribed  all  power  and  glory  in  the  church, 
throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.. 
Amen. 


D  IS. 


(in) 


DISCOURSE     III. 


On  the  good   Centurion. 


Matthew  viii.  13 

And  Jefus  /aid  unto  the  Centurion,   Go  thy 
way,   and  as  thou  had  believed,  Jo  b, 
done   unto  thee.       And  his  fervaut    Wi 
healed  in  the  felj-fame  hour. 

py£WfC*ESUS  having  finifhed  his  fer- 
w  j  w  mon  on  the  mount,  as  foon  as 
^^\&\*2S  ^e  came  down  from  thence, 
to  mew  that  his  words  and 
doctrine  pertained  both  to  the  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  performed  two  miracles  :  the  one, 
for  a  Jew,  a  Leper,  who  came  to  him,  the  other 

for 
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for  a  Gentile,  a  Centurion,  or  Roman  Cap- 
tain, who  was  ftationed  at  Capernaum.  A 
fervant  of  this  Centurion,  who  was  iiedfi  to 
him,  whofe  virtue  and  honefty,  obedience 
and  induflry  made  him  very  valuable  *  in 
the  eyes  of  his  matter,  lay  at  home  fick  of 
the  palfey,  in  the  moft  grievous  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  tormented  with  infufferable 
pains  -f  and  ready  to  die.  The  Centurion, 
hearing  of  Jefus  £  (whofe  fame  began  How 
to  be  fpread  abroad,  and  to  which  his 
miraculous  cure  performed  at  a  diftancc 
upon  the  fon  of  a  nobleman  in  this  fame 
city  |j  mutt  have  greatly  contributed)  but 
not  thinking  himfelf  worthy  to  come 
unto  him,  engaged,  as  St.  Luke  informs 
us,  the  elders  of  the  yews  in  his  caufe  5 
and  fent  them  to  befeech  this  bleffed  perfon, 
of  whom  he  had  conceived  fuch  high  no- 
tions, on  the  behalf  of  his  afflicted  fervant^ 
That  he   would  COME   and  HEAL   him, 

smpd?,  of  great  price. 

1 Poflquam  mortalla  fcnfit 

Tentamenta  nihil,  ml  artes  pojfe  mulailurr., 

Auxilium  c.-v.cjh  ptftf. — 

||  This    event    preceded  the  prefeftt  not   much 
.:■  •    /  bit  iv  4.3 — 5  jj. 
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that   he  -would  COME   and  SAVE  *  him, 
from    torment  and  death.     And  they  per- 
formed   their  office   punctually :  for   they 
came  and  befought  our  Lord  inftantly  and 
earneftly  ;  and    ftrengthned  their  importu- 
nity  by  informing    him,  that   the    Centu- 
rion was   worthy  for  whom  he  mould   do 
this,  for  he  loveth  OUR  nation^  fay  they,  and 
as  a  proof  of  it,  hath  built  us   a  fynagogue. 
Jefus,    ever  ready  to  do  good,  made  them 
no  reply,  but  immediately  went  with  them. 
The    Centurion,    hearing  that    he    was 
coming,  moved   by  the    moft  remarkable 
humility,  and  deeming  his  houfe  unworthy 
the  prefence    of  fo  divine  a  gueft,  imme- 
diately difmifTed    his  friends  to  defire  the 
Majler  not  to  give   himfelf  fo  great  trou- 
ble as  to  enter  under  the  roof  of  one  who 
judged  himfelf  fo  far  from  being  worthy  of 
this  great  condefcenfion,  that   he  thought 
himfelf  not  even  worthy  to  come  to  Jefus, 
much  lefs  to  have  Jefus  come  to  him  -,  his 
humble  requeft   was,  that  he   would   but 
deign  to  fpeak  the    word  only,  fince    he 
was   allured,  that  wrould  be  fufficient  for 

H  the 
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the  recovery  of  his  fcrvant.  But  humility 
never  yet  prevented  Chrift's  approach : 
nay  rather,  the  greater  the  humility,  the 
fooner  will  he  manifeft  his  divine  prefence. 
And  therefore  he  proceeded  on  towards 
the  Centurion's  houfe :  Coming  near  to 
which,  the  Centurion  himfelf,  (as  St.  Mat- 
thew informs  us,  and  thus  the  facred  hif- 
torians  are  eafily  reconciled)  haftened  out 
to  meet  him;  and,  with  the  molt  profound 
veneration,  the  deepeft  felf-abafement,  and 
the  livelieft  faith,  Lord,  faid  he,  trouble  not 
thyfelf,  for  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou  fioitld'Jl 
come  under  my  roof,  but  fpeak  the  WORD 
only,  and  my  fervant  fall  be  healed.  For  I 
fully  and  firmly  apprehend  and  believe  the 
divinity  and  excellence  of  thy  power,  from 
a  comparative  view  of  my  own  office  and 
ftation  s  wherein,  though  I  am  indeed  fub- 
jecl:  myfelf  to  the  authority  of  others,  yet 
have  I  foldiers  under  me,  who  are  obedient 
even  to  my  commands ;  for,  I  fay  unto  one. 
Go,  and  he  goeth  ;  and  to  another,  Come 
and  he  cometh  ;  and  to  my  fervant,  Do 
this,  and  he  doethit*  Now  if  I,  who  am  thus 
under    the  command  and  authority  of  o- 

thers, 
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thers,  can  have  my  will  performed  by  a 
word  fpeaking  ;  —  how  much  rather  canft 
thou  who  art  the  Lord  *,  the  Jehovah,  the 
expected  Meffiah,  and  who,  as  is  manifeft 
from  thy  mighty  works  already  performed, 
haft  all  things  in  thy  power  ; —  how  much 
rather  canft  thou  do,  what  feemeth  thee 
good,  by  fpeaking  that  wcrd,  which  all  the 
creatures,  thy  fubjedts  and  fefvants,  ftand 
ready  in  a  moment  to  fulfil  ?"  When  je~ 
fits  heard  this  notable  confefnon,  he  mar- 
velled, —  as  man,  he  marvelled  at  that  faith, 
which  as  God,  he  himfelf  had  given  :  and 
turning  himfelf  about  to  the  people  that 
followed,  he  faid  unto  them,  Verily,  I  fay 
unto  you,  I  have  not  found  fo  great  faith, 
no  not  in  ISRAEL,  not  in  the  chofen  and 
pecidiar  people,  as  in  this  Gentile.  And 
influenced  by  the  like  humility  and  faith 
with  him,  I  declare  unto  you,  as  an   im- 

*  St.  'Jerom  upon  this  plaee,  fays,  Intra  corporis 
tegmen,  divinitatem  latentem  videbat,  f:iens  non  id  fibi 
profuturum,  quod  etiem  a'o  incredulls  videbatur,  fed  id 
quod  latebat  iritrinfecus  -,  "  that  he  faw  within  the 
"  covering  of  the  body,  the  divinity  lying  hid,  and 
u  knew,  that  not  that,  which  even  unbelievers  faw, 
"  would  profit  him,  but  that  which  lay  concealed 
*<  withki." 

H  z  portant 
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portant  truth,  many  Gentiles  (hall  come 
from  the  Eajl  and  Weft,  from  the  utmoft 
parts  of  the  earth,  and  fhall  fit  down  with 
Abraham,  and  Ifaac  and  Jacob  in  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  the  realm  of  everlafting 
glory.  While  the  children  of  the  king- 
dom, the  Jews  to  whom  fertaineth  the 
adoption,  &c.  *  fhall  be  rejected,  fhall  be 
caft  out — even  into  outer  darknefs  -j-  -y  there 
mall  be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth." 
Having  thus  taken  an  occafion  to  give  the 
Jews,  who  were  prefent,  an   alarming  ad- 

*  Rom.  be.  4. 

f  There  is  a  prodigious  emphafis  in  the  original 
words  which  our  tranflation  in  a  great  degree  hath 
preferved  —  Exj3**j0»<ro;a-a»  Afro  axo7o<;  to  E^uiTEfov.  They 
/hall  not  only  be  cajl  out.,  —  that  were  bad  enough  — 
but  they  (hall  be  cajl  out  into  darknefs,  —  what  can  be 
worfe?  Behold  they  fhall  be  caji  out  into  o-xotos  to  Ef«-- 
«fo»,  the  very  outer  darknefs:  and  how  is  this  aug- 
mented by  the  next  words,  there  pall  be  weeping, 
'ijfc.f  The  very  reading  of  thefe  terrors  are  pain 
enough  —  but,  what,  oh,   what  muft  be  the  enduring 

of  them  ? ■  ct  Many  commentators  have  obferved 

(fays  one)  that  this  phrafe  which  is  often  ufed 
after  the  kingdom  of  heaven  has  been  compared 
to  a  banquet,  contains  a  beautiful  allufion  to  the 
luftreof  thofe  illuminated  rooms,  in  which  fuch  feafts 
were  generally  celebrated;  as  oppofed  to  that  darknefs 
which  furrounded  thofe,  who  by  night  were  turned 
out.  But  ir  alfo  fometimes  goes  yet  farther,  when 
the  perfons  excluded  are  fuppofed  to  be  thrown  into 
a  dark  dungeon/' 

monitioa 
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monition,  the  force  of  which  was  irrefifti- 
ble  from  the  ruler's  own  teftimony  to  the 
worth  of  this  Roman  commander :  he 
difmifTed  him  with  this  encouraging  reply, 
Go  thy  way,  and  as  thou  ha  (I  believed,  (ac- 
cording to  thy  faith)  Jo  be  it  done  unto  thee. 
And  his  fervant  was  healed  in  the  felf-fame 
hour-,  as  they  that  were  fent,  foon  dif- 
covered,  upon  their  return  to  the  houfc, 
where  they  found  the  fervant,  that  had 
been  lick,  that  even  now  was  grievouily 
tormented  and  ready  to  die,  perfectly  re« 
ftored  to  life   and  health. 

In  this  ftory  three  particulars  more  ef- 
pecially  demand  our  attention, 

Ift,  The  great  humility  of  this  Centurion, 
—  fo  far  was  he  from  thinking  himfelf, 
worthy  the  prefence  of  J{fus  under  his 
roof,  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  even 
worthy  to  come  to  him,  and  therefore  he  fends 
the  elders  of  the  Jews,  and  his  friends  to 
intercede  for  him. 

lid,  The  faith  of  the  Centurion  —  which 
was  fo  great  as  to  caufe  Chrifl  himfelf  to 
marvel,  and  which  was  fo  fincere,  that  it  ob- 
tained even  all  he  defired—  -as  thou  hajl  be- 
lieved fo  be  it  done  unto  thee. 

H  3  Hid, 
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Hid,  The  remarkable  prophecy,  which 
our  Lord  here  delivers  concerning  the  re- 
jection of  the  Jews,  and  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles ;  which  gracious  difpenfation,  fo 
happy  for  us,  who  are  of  the  Gentiles,  he 
now  firft  mentions,  to  (hew,  that  humili- 
ty and  faith,  like  the  Centurion's,  will  ren- 
der all,  in  every  place  and  nation,  accepted 
with  him,  who  is  no  refpedler  ofperfons. 

To  each  of  thefe  I  mail  fpeak  in  then- 
order,  but  more  fully  to  the  two  firft  par- 
ticulars ;  fince  it  is,  this  deep  humility,  and 
this  lively  faith  only,  which  can  caufe  our 
Saviour  readily  to  come  to  us  ;  and  perform 
for  our  fouls,  which  lye  lick  at  home,  that 
which  we  dejire  for  them  :  —  and  may  he 
by  his  divine  fpirit,  fo  enlighten  all  our 
eyes,  that  we  may  fee  ourfelves  as  we  are  by 
nature,  in  the  condition  of  this  Centurion's 
fervant,  like  this  Centurion  be  found  ftrong 
in  faith  j  like  him,  in  humility  apply 
to  Chrijl  5  like  him  fucceed  on  their  be- 
half, and  be  difmiffed  with  this  encouraging 
an.fwer,  Go  thy  way,  and  as  thou  haft  believed, 
fo  it  be  done  unto  thee  ! 

ift, 
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Ift,  Then,  we  are  to  confider,  the  great 
humility  of  this  Centurion.  You  fee  how 
differently  the  *  Jews  rate  his  merits,  from 
what  he  does  himfelf  -,  they  tell  our  Lord, 
that,  "  he  is  worthy  for  whom  he  mould 
do  this ;  they — full,  as  they  were,  of  their 
own  righteoufnefs,  Jceking  to  ejlablifjj  which  t 
(St.  Paul  fays)  they  did  ?iot  Jubmit  unto  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  —  they  proclaim  his 
merits  aloud,  and  declare,  that  his  good 
works  did  indeed  deferye  the  deflred  blef- 
ling :  and  Chrift,  by  his  readinefs  to  grant 
the  requeft,  fufficiently  (hewed,  that  he  was 
well  f  leafed  with  thefe  good  works  of  the 
Centurion,  whom  he  knew  to  be  himfelf 
very  far  from  confiding  in  them,  very  far 
from  efteeming  himfelf,  as  the  Jews  efleem- 
ed  him  ;  which  if  he  had  done,  the  fuc- 

*  Dr.  Doddridge  in  his  improvement  of  this  hiflory, 
a  very  pie?fing  and  excellent  part  of  his  commentary, 
ol  ferves  with  that  ipirit  of  good -nature,  which  is  fo 
peculiar  to  him,  "  We  fee  the  force  of  real  goodnefs 
to  conquer  the  moft  inveterate  prejudices:  The  elders 
of  the  Jews  at  Capernaum  turn  petitioners  for  a  Gen- 
tile, for  a  Roman  Centurion  :  fo  may  we  difarm  the  vi- 
rulency  of  a  party  fpirit,  and  conciliate  the  friendfhip 
of  thofe,  who  otherwife  might  have  their  eyes  upon  us 
for  evil!   See  Family  Expof.   Vol.  I.  p.  341. 

H  4  cefs 
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cefs  would  have  been  widely  different* 
Though  they  came  with  a  Lord,  he  is  wor- 
thy, behold  how  oppofite  is  the  Centurion's 
confeffion !  /  thought  myfelf,  faith  he,  not 
even  worthy  to  come  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  much 
lefs  can  1  think  myfelf  worthy,  that  thou 
(hculdfl  come  under  my  roof  *  -y  he  faw  the 
imperfedion  of  his  faith,  and  of  all  his 
works  j  he  faw  his  own  wretched  finfulnefs, 
unworthinefs  and  weaknefs  in  the  fight  of 
an  holy  God  ;  and  therefore  perfectly  hum- 
bled before  him,  difclaimed  every  title  to 
any  merit,  and  in  lowly  dependance  threw 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  Jefus. 

And  yet  this  Centurion,  if  any  man 
had  much  wherein  to  glory  :  he,  as  is 
plain  from  that  regard  which  he  ihewed 
to  the  Jewi/Jj  nation  (for  he  loveth  our  na- 
tion ,  and  hath  built  us  a  fynagogue)  had  em- 
braced the  dodlrines  of  the   prophets,  and 

*  St.  Aujlln  obferves,  that  this  Centurion,  dicendo  fe 
indignant,  pnejiitit  dignum,  non  in  cujus  parietes,  fed 
in  cujus  cor  verb  urn  Dei  Chriftus  intraret —  by  faying 
that  he  was  umuorthy^  rendered  himfelf  worthy  not  of  re- 
ceiving the  Word  of  God,  Chrijj  under  his  roof  only, 
but  into  his  heart /  See  his  works,  Tom.  i  o. 
Serm.  6. 

was 
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was  an  humble  waiter  for  the  kingdom  of 
the  Mejfiah,  one  of  thofe,  who  amongft  the 
Jews  were  called  devout  perfons  *,  receiving 
neither  circumcilion,  nor  the  ceremonies  of 
the  law,  but  the  dodrine  of  the  prophets 
only,  concerning  the  hope  oflfrael,  and  the 
expectation  of  all  nations :  he  fliewed  his 
zeal,  for  this  dodtrine,  by  building  a  fyna- 
gogue,  a  great  and  expenfive  work,  where  it 
might  be  preached  ;  and  was  what  God,  by 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  calls  one  of  the  nurfmg 
children  of  the  church  -f  :  And  befides  this 
regard  which  he  fhewed  to  God  and  works 
of  piety,  he  alfo  fhewed  a  true  love  to  man, 
true  and  fincere  benevolence,  by  that  kind 
concern,  which  he  had  for  his  fervant, 
and  that  at  a  time  when  fervants  were  ef- 
teemed  little  better  than  the  verieft  flaves. 
He  was  none  of  your  firfl  table-men  only, 
(a  dangerous  and  abfurd  diftinftion  made 
fome times  by  Chriflian  writers,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  laft  age)  but  a  zealous  ob- 
ferver   of  all  God's  commandments. :    as 


*  A&sii.  5.  and  viii.  2, 
f  Ifaiah  xJix,  23, 


this 
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this  inftance  abundantly  proves,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  ferves  to  manifeft  the  particu- 
lar goodnefs  of  his  mind  :  "  great  variety 
of  fuitors  reforted  to  Chrifi,  dne  came 
to  him  for  a  Son,  another  for  a  Daughter, 
a  third  for  himfelf :  I  fee  none  come  for 
his  Servant,  but  this  one  Centurion;  nei- 
ther was  he  a  better  man  than  a  mailer  ; 
his  fervant  is  fick  -y  he  doth  not  drive  him 
out  of  doors,  but  takes  care  of  him  at  home  ; 
neither  doth  he  fland  gazing  by  his  bed- 
fide,  but  feeks  forth  ;  he  feeks  forth  not 
to  vain  and  improfitable  means,  but  to 
Ckrijl :  he  feeks  to  Chriji  not  with  a  cold 
and  fafhionable  relation,  but  with  a  vehe- 
ment aggravation  of  the  difeafe.  Had  the 
mafter  been  fick,  the  faithfulleft  fervant 
could  have  done  no  more.  He  is  unwor- 
thy to  be  well  ferved,  that  will  not  fometimes 
wait  on  his  followers ;  notions  of  inferiori- 
ty mull  not  breed  in  us  a  neglect  of  cha- 
ritable offices  ;  fo  mull:  we  look  down  up- 
on our  fervants  here  on  earth,  as  that  we 
muft  ftill  look  up  to  our  mafter  in 
heaven"  f.  And  thus  did  this  Centu- 
rion, 

f  Szz  Bifhop  Hall's  Contemplations,  Vol.  II.  p.  52. 

And 
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rion,  both  regarding  his  mafter  in  heaven, 
and  his  fervant  on  earth  ;  thus  fhewing 
true  love  to  God  as  well  as  to  man,  and 
having  on  this  account,  (as  much  as  any 
man)  fomething  whereof  to  boaft;  yet  fo 
far  is  he  from  any  fyllable  of  merit,  or 
f elf -right  ecu fnefs>  that  he  declares  himfelf 
utterly  unworthy  >  unworthy  even  to  come 
to  Chrz/l,  much  more  unworthy  to  be  vifited 
by  this  divine  and  all-powerful  Lord  ! 

How  admirable  a  pattern  of  humility  is 
this !  —  what  a  glafs  for  every  child  of 
man  to  behold  himfelf  in!  how  much 
fhould  it  teach  us  to  difcard  every  the  leaft 
tendency  to  felf-efteem  and  felf-applaufe, 
while  yet  we  are  as  diligent  to  obtain  jufl: 
reafon  for  it  as  this  Centurion  had  !  Ab- 
folute  felf-renunciation  amid  ft  continual 
works  of  faith  and  labours  of  love  is  the 
true  humility  —  and  not  that  which  is  falfe- 

And  it  is  with  great  fatisfa&ion  that  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  recommend  to  my  worthy  reader's  ac- 
quaintance this  pious  and  fine  writer's  works,  but  more 
particularly  his  Contemplations  —  and  I  dare  pronounce, 
that  the  more  intimate  you,  my  good  reader  and  this 
holy  Bifhop  become,  the  more  thanks  I  fhali  receive 
for  introducing  you  to  the  familiarity  of  fo  wife  a 
friend. 
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ly   pretended  as  a  covering  for   our   real 
want   of  all  deferving,  or   as  a  wretched 
cloak    for  fpiritual    pride.     This    humility 
caufeth  us  always  to  have  a  quick  eye  to 
the  evils  of  our  own  heart,  and  as  quick  a 
one  to  the  virtues  of  others ;  to  efteem  our- 
felves  in  the  loweft  degree  —  for  the  hum- 
ble man  is  well  acquainted  with  his  own 
fins   and  unworthinefs,  better,  far   better, 
than  he  can  be  with  thofe  of  others,  and 
therefore  he  prefers  all  others  to  himfelf. 
This  humility  fhews  us  ourfelves  ;  and,   in- 
forms us,  that  though  indeed  unworthy  of 
any  the  leaft  favour  from  God,  nay  juftly 
meriting  his  fevereft  indignation  — yet,  as 
defirous  to  fhew  our  moil  imperfect  love 
and  gratitude  for  his  mercies  in  Chrifi  Jefus, 
we  muft  be  careful  to  maintain   all  thofe 
good  works,  which  he   hath  ordained  for  us 
to  walk  in :  and  after  having  done  all  we 
can,  to  approve  ourfelves  faithful  in   that 
ftate  of  life,  wherein  it  hath  pleafed  God 
to  place  us,  we  muft  be  content  to  acknow- 
ledge  ourfelves   but   unprofitable  fervants ; 
and  be    ready    to    fay  in    fincerity,    enter 
not  into  judgment \  with  thy  fervant>  O  Lord, 

for 
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for  in  thy  fight  Jhall  no  man  living  be  jujli- 
fied. 

The  beft  and  moft  exalted  Chriftians  are 
ever  moft  humble  :  and  it  is  their  humility 
which  makes  them  the  beft  Chriftians :  for 
they  are  ever  beft  in  the  fight  of  God,  who 
are  worft,  even  nothing,  in  their  own  :  and 
in  truth  this  felf-annihilation,  this  efteeming 
ourfelves  as  mere  finful  duft  and  afhes  be- 
fore God,  is  a  mark  at  which  we  are  all 
bound  to  aim;  and  without  a  conftant  la- 
bour to  attain  it,  we  cannot  be  the  difciples 
ofChrifl,  who  hath  taught  us,  that  whofoever 
exalt eth  himfelf  Jhall  be  abafed,  and  whofoever 
humbleth  himfelf,  Jhall  be  exalted  -,  a  (ca* 
tence  well  worthy  our  obfervation,  and  re- 
peated more  frequently  than  any  other  of 
our  Lord's  in  the  GofpeU  It  is  this  humi- 
lity which  procures  God's  favour  to  us, 
and  which  doth  for  every  man  what  it  did 
for  this  Centurion,  renders  Chrijl  ever 
willing  to  come,  and  grant  the  requeft  of 
his  lips  —  1  will  come  and  heal  himy  faid 
Jefus  immediately;  had  the  Centurion  ex- 
alted him/elf  made  proud  boafting  of  his 

own 
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own  defert,  of  his  regard  to  the  Jewifi: 
nation,  the  fynagogue  he  had  built,  the 
care  he  had  for  his  fervant,  of  his  virtue, 
religion,  and  humanity,  with  a  cc  God,  I 
lhank  thee,'"  joined  to  it  ;  Ghrift  would  have 
turned  from  him  with  indignation  as  from 
the  hypocritic  pharifees,  and  his  fervant 
had  never  been  cured;  but  he  acted  a 
contrary  part,  he  humbled  himfelf,  andfo  was 
exalted. 

Would  you  therefore  receive  the  blef- 
fings  and  exalting  benefits  of  the  gofpel,  fee 
that  like  this  Roman,  you  are  humbled  in 
your  own  eyes ;  learn  from  him  to  place 
no  value  in  your  own  performances,  but 
to  confefs  your  utter  want  of  all  deferving 
in  the  fight  of  a  juft  and  holy  God  ;  la- 
bour to  be  as  exemplary  as  he  was  in  the 
love  of  God  and  man,  and  you  will  certain- 
ly be  as  humble:  for  c<  love  alone  is  truly 
humble,  becaufe  fhe  alone  thanks  God  for 
all  the  good  me  fees  in  others,  and  always 
infpires  thofe,  whofe  heart  fhe  has  purified 
with  an  earned  and  fincere  defire  of  fee- 
ing their  brethren  prefered  to  themfelves 

in 
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in  every  thing.  *"  And  as  there  is  a  na- 
tural and  neceffary  connection  between 
thefe  graces  of  humility,  love  and  faith,  of 
confequence  the  one  will  promote  and 
eftablifli  the  other ;  the  higher  your  love, 
the  deeper  your  humility  will  be  5  the 
deeper  your  humility  the  more  firm  and 
lively  your  faith  5  and  it  is  God's  infalli- 
ble word  and  firm  decree,  as  thou  haft  be- 
lieved, jo  be  it  done  unto  tbee,  which  wras 
the  reward  of  the  Centurion's  faith  5  the 

lid  Thing  I  propofed  to  confider;  and 
may  the  giver  of  all  faith  fo  root  and 
ground  us  in  the  abovementioned  humi- 
lity and  love,  that  our  faith  may  be  found- 
ed thereon  as  on  a  rock,  and  we,  with 
a  fingle  eye  to  God,  walk  worthy  our 
high  vocation  and  calling,  as  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  what  he  hath  promifed,  he  is  alfo 
able  to  perform. 

This  faith  of  the  Centurion,  you  perceive, 
as  thus  rooted  in  humility,  tower'd  very 
high,  and    prevailed    even    with  heaven  : 

*  This  is  a  remark  of  St.  Jujiin'ls,  as  you  will  find 
by  reading  the  Charaffers  of  Cha>  ity,  p.  1 9. 

and 
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and  it  is  a  wonderful  consideration  to  think, 
that  fo  great  is  the  victory  of  faith  *,  that 
it  can  overcome  not  only  the  world,  but  God 
alfo,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  fo  to  fpeakj  who 
gives  himfelf,  as  it  were,  into  the  power 
of  faith,  and  declares,  that  all  things  are 
ftojjible  to  htm  that  believeth. 

The  Centurion  believed  and  confeffed, 
that  Jefus  was  the  LORD :  that  of  ne- 
ceffity,  his  divine  power  was  unlimited, 
and  he  could  do,  whatfoever  feemed  him 
good  —  Speak  the  WORD  ONLT,  faid  he, 
and  my  fervant  fljall  be  healed.     As  much 

*  I  muft  requeft  of  the  reader,  whenever  I  fpeak  of 
faith  as  a  fimple  grace,  not  to  underftand  me,  as  tho'  I 
meant  any  bare  ajfent  only,  any  bold  perfuafion,  or  mere 
a£t  of  believing,  but  always  fuch  a  faith,  as  is  founded  in 
humility,  and  accompanied  with  divine  love — a  faith 
working  by  love.  —  Seeing  I  do  from  my  heart  believe, 
that  a  faith,  hov/ever  diftinguifhed  or  however  nicely 
defined,  which  is  not  built  upon  true  repentance  and 
accompanied  with  the  fruits  ofholinefs, — with  all  good 
works,  —  is  only  a  faith  of  devils,  and  will  never 
avail  to  any  man's  falvation.  I  fpeak  here  of  living 
atting  men,  and  mean  not  to  puzzle  the  caufe  as  fome 
have  done,  with  diftin&ions  concerning  dying  people, 
and  the  inftance  of  the  thief  on  the  crofs  fo  often  pro- 
duced. This  is  another  confideration  ;  it  is  not  ours 
to  limit  the  mercy  of  God  :  one  of  the  Fathers  upon 
this  inftance  obferves  very  wifely  — ct  That  we  have 
one  fuch  inftance  given  us  to  prevent  defyair,  and  but 
one,  to  prevent prefumption" 
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3s  to  fay  ;  thou  art  divine  and  all-power- 
ful; thou,  as  Lord,  haft  all  things  under 
thy  command  and  direction:  fpeak  there- 
fore the  word  only  :  give  but  the  command, 
and  thy  minifters,  all  difeafes,  as  well  as 
every  creature,  mail  obey  thee  :  and  that 
word  which  could  fay,  Let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light  ,  which  could  fpeak,  audit 
was  done,  command  and  it  flood  f aft  :  which 
could  fay  to  the  feas,  Be  flill,  and  to  the 
winds,  Peace — that  almighty  word  (hail  be 
found  prevailing  in  behalf  of  the  para- 
lytic fervant."  And  he  builds  his  confidence 
upon  a  very  rational  prefumption,  even  his 
own  power  over  thefe  that  were  fubjedl  to 
him,  and  who  were  ready  to  execute  his 
commands  at  a  word :  to  whom  he  had  no 
need  to  fay  more,  than  Come,  and  they  came, 
Go,  and  they  went,  Do  this,  and  they  did 
it.  Much  more,  therefore,  reafcned  he, 
can  this  divine  perfon,  who  is  Lord  of  all, 
by  fpeaking  one  word,  not  only  deliver 
from  the  moit  inveterate  difeafe,  but  per- 
form whatfoever  he  pleafeth  ;  feeing  all 
nature  is  at  his  command,  and  every  crea- 
ture flands  readv  to  execute  his  orders. 

N°.  *,  I  How 
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How  ilmple  and  natural  is  this  compa- 
nion, how  ftrong  the  reafoning  deduced 
from  it  —  how  obvious  the  fact  to  all  our 
notices,  and  yet  how  very  rarely  applied  by 
us,  as  by  this  Centurion,  to  ftrengthen 
our  faith,  and  build  up  our  confidence  in 
God!  We  cannot  but  believe,  that  there 
is  a  God.  It  is  a  great  queftion  with  me, 
whether  any  man  really  difbelieved  the  exift- 
cnce  of  a  deity.  And  if  we  believe  him  to  be 
God,  that  is,  the  *  king,  ruler,  and  difpofer  of 
all  things  in  heave  nand  earth,  we  muft  of 
neceffity  acknowledge  his  almighty  power  : 
if  he  fay  the  word,  it  muft  be  eftablifhed,  ■ 
beyond  all  controverfy  -j-,  for  who  can 
refill  the   will  of  omnipotence  ?  Many  — 

*  The  notion  of  a  deity  and  providence  are  fo  na- 
turally linked  together,  that  none  who  contefs  the  one 
have  ever  prefumed  to  deny  the  other,  unlefs  fome  of 
the  libertine  fchool  of  Epicurus,  Epicuri  de  gregt 
Porcos. 

f  The  inherent  convl6tion  of  this  truth  raifed, 
according  to  Cicero,  the  Romans  above  all  other  na7 
lions —  Pietate  ac  retigione,  faith  he,  atque  hac  una  fa- 
pientia  quccl  Dcorum  immortalium  numine  omnia  regi  gu- 
kernartque  perfpeximus,  omnes  gentes,  nationefque  fu- 
peravimus.  By  piety  and  religion — and  this  wifdom 
only,  that  we  have  perceived  all  things  to  be  difpofed 
and  governed  by  the  providence  of  the  immortal  Gods, 
have  we  conquered  all  nations  and  people. A  Re- 
mark: worthy  our  more  enlightened  times.  *  See  Orator, 
de  Arufp,  refpQTtf.  n.  19, 

many 
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many  —  even  heathens  go   thus    far,  but 
another  ftep  is  wanting :  we  may  fee  and 
confefs  the  greatnefs  and  power   of  God, 
while  we  do  not  fee  him  as  our  God,  as 
our  Father  thro'  Chriji,  and  as  willing  to 
exert  that  power  in  our  caufe  -,  and  there- 
fore we  do  not  apply  that  power   to  our- 
felves,  as    this  Centurion  did.     Could    we 
once   fo    believe,  and  fo  apply,  could   we 
once    behold   Chriji   as   ours,   yea    and   all 
things  he  hath,  as   ours  *,    then   like  this 
Centurion,  we  mould  triumph,  and  like  him 
we  mould  be  bleft  —  as  we  believe  fofoouli 
it  be  done  unto  us.     If  we  could  once  by 
faith  fee,    that  all    difeafes,  all   calamities, 
and  all  evils,  as  well  as  bleffings  come  and 
go  by  the  word  and  permiffion    of  God, 
(which  in  truth  is  only  believing  what  the 
Apoftle  faith,   that  all  things  work  together 
for  good,  to   them  that  love  God)  we  mould 
then  be  happy  in   full  dependance    on    a 
refignation  to  his  will,  we  ihould   always 

*  St.  PauFs  fpeaks  thus  for  the  comfort  and  en- 
couragement of  believers;  Therefore  let  no  man  glory  in 
men,  for  all  things  are  yours.  Whether  Paul,  or  A- 
pollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or 
things  prefent,  or  things  to  come  :  All  are  yours  :  and, 
ye  are   Chri/i%  and  Chriji  is   God's.  1  Cor.  iii,  21. 

I  2  care- 
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carefully  fue  to  that  word,  and  in  every  ex:-4 
igency,  apply  it  to  our  fouls, — only  /peak 
i  ■orJ.)   and  thy  fervant  jhall  be  healed  ! 

For  be  the  faith  of  man,  what  it  will, 
the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  word  oiChriJl 
is  fixed  and  certain,  it  remains  always  the 
feme;  to  it  we  can  never  add,  and  fromit  we 
can  never  diminifh  ;  to  apply  this  its  ftand- 
ing  efficacy  to  ourfelves  is  the  bufinefs  of 
faith  -,  ours  is  to  feek  and  pray,  that  this 
word  in  all  its  power  may  be  brought  home 
to  our  hearts  and  exerted  on  our  behalf; 
and  to  this  purpofe  nothing  can  be  more 
conducive,  than  the  example  before  us  of 
the  Centurion  ;  like  whom  if  we  have 
faith,  I 0  Jhall  it  be  done  unto  us. 

And,  you  may  obferve,  that  our  Saviour 
not  only  in  the  prefent  cafe,  but  in  various 
others,  lays  down  this  pofition  —  as  thou 
haft  believed  Jo  be  it  done  unto  thee, — accord- 
ing to  thy  jaith,  be  it  unto  thee  —  Be- 
iieve^  ye,  that  I  am  able  to  do  this,  faid  he 
to  the  blind  men  ?  Tea,  Lord,  replied  they, 
then  faid  he,  according  to  your  faith,  be  it 
unto    yon   *.     And    herein    he    hath  ma- 

nifefted 

'    Matt,  rx.  281  Hence  in  our  liturgy,   agreeably  to 

this 
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nifefted  at  once  his  great  wifdom  and  love: 
for  the  foul  burdened  under  the  fenfe  of 
its  manifold  finfulnefs,  might  well  thus 
reafon  within  itfelf.  u  I  do  indeed  de- 
lire  and  afk,  believe  and  hope,  but  who 
can  tell  what  will  be  the  iffue  hereof,  or 
how  God  will  regard  me  ?  'tis  true,  I  am  not 
a  ftranger  to  my  own  imperfect  hopes  and 
willies,  but  who  can  tell,  whether  the 
great  and  high  God  will  grant  thefe  my 
wimes,  or  whether,  imperfect  as  they  are, 
they  will  ever  be  brought  into  act  ?"  To 
take  away  and  utterly  remove  all  fuch  fcru- 
ples,  and  doubting  from  the  mind,  Chrijt 
hath  given  us  this  divine  maxim  :  as  thou 
haft  believed,  according  to  thy  faith >  jo  be  it 
done  unto  thee. 

So  that,  when  the  heart  from  and  by 
the  word  conceives  faith,  hope,  defire  and 
prayer,  we  are  not  to  enter  info,  the  coun- 

this  important  maxim  of  our  Lord's  we  pray.  —  Prieft. 
O  Lord,  let  thy  mercv  he  fhewed  upon  u?.  Anfwer. 
As  we  do  put  our  truji  in  thee.  So  they  who  put  no 
truft  in  Cbri/iy  (to  whom  thefe  prayers  in  the  Litany 
are  peculiarly  addreffed)  with  their  own  mouths  cut 
themfelves  off  from  any  mercy  from  him  — /hew  thy 
mercy,  As  we  truft  in  thee.  An  awakening  reflection  to 
the  formal  repeater  of  thefe  prayers.  See  my  Sermon 
on  the  Sinful  Chri/fian  condemned  by  bis  own  Prayer:. 

I  3  ic!s 
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fels  or  decrees  of  God,  but  to  remember 
that  this  is  his  eftablifhed  purpofe  and  rule; 
we  are  to  remember,  that  he  wills  the  thing 
which  is  the  object  of  our  defire,  juft  in 
fuch  manner,  after  fuch  a  fort,  and  in 
fuch  a  degree  as  the  heart  from  his  word 
by  the  holy  fpirit  hath  conceived  faith, 
hope,  defire  and  prayer.  For  he  declares 
for  the  comfort  of  believers,  that  he  will  give 
the  defire  of  the  heart,  nay  and  do  the  very 
will  of  thofe  who  fear  h  'm.  If  ye  abide  in 
me,  and  my  words  abide  in  yen,  faith  Chrift, 
ye  fall  ajk  what  ye  will,  and  it  fall  be  done  un- 
to you  *.  So  that  hence  every  Chnftian  may 
rightly  determine  from  his  faith,  (when  it 
hath  its  true  foundation  in  the  word)  what 
is  the  will  and  good  purpofe  of  God  towards 
him  ;  and  therefore  as  St.  Paul  obferves, 
the  word  being  nigh  us,  we  have  710  ?2eed  to 
fay,  who  fall  af:  end  into  heaven,  or  who  fall 
defend  into  the  deep,  &c.  to  fearch  out  God's 
decrees :  for  the  faith  in  our  own  hearts 
may  fully  inform  us  of  his  determination  : 
if  thou  fait  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jefus,   and  fialt   believe  in  thy  heart,    that 

*  John  xv.  7. 

3  God 
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God  hath   raifed  him  from   the   dead,    thou 
fialt  be  faved,  &c.  *. 

And  this  teftimony  and  mark  of  faith  is 
Aire  and  infallible,  becaufe  form'd  from  and 
built  upon  the  word  and  fure  promife  of 
him,  who  cannot  lie.  I  dwell  upon  this 
particular,  that  it  is  conceived  from  and  built 
upon  the  PFORD  of  GOD  :  fmce  I  have 
found  fome,  who  negledt  this  only  fure 
and  infallible  rule  and  teft  of  faith ;  and 
who  fpeak  and  judge  of  their  own  faith 
folely  from  fome  certain  internal  feelings 
and  fenfations,  or  deep  workings  of  an  in- 
ward Chrifi ;  thus  rejecting  the  outward 
word  of  God,  and  fetting  up  the  inward 
voice  of  the  Saviour,  as  their  rule  and  guide. 
This  is  the  very  depth  of  infernal  policy, 
the  fure  road  to  fpiritual  infatuation,  and  the 
certain  deftrudtion  of  pure  genuine  Chrifti- 
anity.  Take  therefore  efpecial  care,  that 
your  faith  be  firmly  grounded  upon,  and 
wholly  derived  from  the  facred  and  moft 
precious  word  of  God ;  which  is  our  only 
unerring  guide ;  the  direction  and  inftruc- 
tion  of  God's  good  fpirit  thro'  which,  if 
we  forfake,  no  man  can  tell  the  errors  and 

*  Sse  Romans  x.  6.  &c. 

I  4  delu- 
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deluiions  into  which  we  fhall  make  an 
headlong  plunge.  And  indeed  if  the  cun- 
ning craftinefs  of  men  or  devils  can  per- 
iuade  you  to  stand  still*,  and  wait, 
as  they  call  it,  can  drive  you  from  the 
means  of  grace,  and  caufe  you  to  reft  in 
meer  inward  feelings,  of  all  things  the 
meft  delufive,  and  of  all  things  the  beft 
handles  for  Satan  to  work  with  ;  if  fuch 
fnouid  be  the  cafe,  none  can  tell  whither 

*  This  is  the  known,  the  dangerous  and  deftru£t.ive 
maxim  of  the  Moravians,  to  fay  much  of  whom  in 
this  place  would  be  needlefs,  as  the  world  hath  been 
well  acquainted  withtheirdelufions  byfome  late  able  wri- 
ters. But  I  would  afk,  whether  much  of  Mr  Law's 
Jate  writings  doth  not  tend  to  this  fame  evil  ?  Let  the 
following  frand  as  a  fpecimen  —  "I  will  give  you  an 
infallible  touchitone.  Retire  from  all  converfation  only 
for  a  month.  Neither  write  nor  read  nor  debate  any 
tiling  with  yourfelf.  Stop  all  the  former  workings  of 
vour  heart,  and  mind,  and  ftand  all  this  month  in  prayer 
to  God.  If  your  heart  cannot  give  itfelf  up  in  this 
manner  to  prayer,  he.  fully  ajfurcd  you  are  an  infidel  !}> 
Sad  aflu  ranee  indeed !  See  Spirit  of  prayer,  Part  II.  p.  163 
and  particularly  p.  4.  In  the  fpirit  of  love  he  peremp- 
torily advifes  againft  the  ufe  of  means,  "  Seek  for  help 
no  other  way,  neither  from  men,  nor  books,  but  wholly 
leave  vourfelves  to  God." — How  much  is  this  great 
and  zood  man's  neMecTt  of  the  facred  volumes  to  be  de- 
plored  of  all  Chriitians  —  and  what  a  leflbn  is  it  to 
us,  to  prize  and  diligently  meditate  upon  thefe  volumes 
—  neither  going  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left, 
but  as  they  direcl  and  advile  us  !  God  grant  all  Chrift- 
ians  this  wifdom ! 

yon 
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you  will  be  carried,  what  monftrous  births 
will  be  produced  from  fuch  unnatural  con- 
ceptions, what  perverfe  practices  from  fuch 
unfcriptural  doctrines  !  may  all  fuch  be  a- 
bolifhed  from  the  Chriftian  world:  and 
true  living  faith,  agreeable  to  Cbri/l's  holy 
word,  abound  and  encreafe  flill  more  and 
more !  But  to  return; 

Since  then  we  learn,  that  our  fuccefs 
with  God  is  ever  according  to  our  faith, 
that  as  we  believe,  fo  it  fo ail  be  done  to  us: 
we  may  hence  very  fully  reiblve  another 
queftion,  which  is,  cc  why  he  feems  to  be 
lefs  liberal  to  us  in  his  gifts  and  graces, 
than  we  expect?  For  faith,  according  to 
the  ufual  metaphor,  is  as  the  hand  re- 
ceiving, which  if  it  be  clofed  and  kept 
fhut,  while  it  hath  only  to  open  and  receive  \ 
no  man  will  fay,  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
giver,  that  it  receives  nothing.  God  is 
indeed  a  mpft  bountiful  giver  -,  and  if  we 
can  extend  and  open  the  hand  of  faith  to 
receive,  he  will  never  withdraw  his  hand 
from  giving.  He  will  fill  it  with  the  olen- 
teoufnefs  of  his  bounty  —  If  we  open  our 
hand,  but  a  little,  we  can  receive  but  little  ; 
if  our  fajth  be  weak,  it  may  yet  notwith- 
z  flanding 


138  On  the  good  Centurion. 
with/landing  be  true  and  faving  faith  :  but 
we. can  receive  only  according  to  what  we 
have,  not  according  to  what  we  have  not. 
To  comfort  feeble  and  doubtful  Chriftians 
we  have  a  lively  example  of  the  faving 
nature  of  weak  faith  in  the  Father,  who 
with  tears  faid  to  Jefus,  Lord,  I  believe^ 
help  thou  mine  unbelief ';  and  this  mould  be 
our  conftant  prayer ;  for  even  the  difciples 
themfelves  found  it  neceffary  to  make  this 
petition,  Lord,  increcfe  our  faith !  and  no 
way  is  fo  fure  to  attain  it,  as  fervent,  con- 
ftant prayer  -,  this,  if  fincere,  will  at  length 
gain  us  an  increafe  of  faith  ;  and  of  con- 
fequence  an  encreafe  of  humility,  of  holy 
love,  and  heavenly  joy. 

The  Centurion  opened  his  hand  wide  ; 
his  faith  was  great,  fo  great  as  to  caufe  even 
Chrifl  to  marvel ;  and  he  received  accord- 
ingly :  as  he  believed,  fo  was  it  do?te  unto  him ; 
he  believed  that  Chrijl,  with  a  word  fpeak- 
ing,  was  able  to  heal  his  fervant,  he  found 
that  his  faith  was  well-grounded,  for  his 
fervant  was  healed  in  the  Jelf-Jame  hour. 
One  great  reafon  why  we  have  not  the 
faith  of  this  Centurion,  is  becaufe  we  have 
not  his  humility  :  And  we  have  not  his  hu- 
mility 
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mility,  becaufe  we   are  not  fo  active  in  all 
good  works  as  he  was ;   for  the  true  Chrift- 
ian  is  never  fatisfied,  but  when  doing  fome 
duty,  or  engaged  in  fome  good  office,  that 
may  teftify  his  love  to  God  and  to  man  : 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord : 
and  never  after  having  done  all  he  can,  will 
fay  other  than  this  Centurion,  that  he  is  not 
worthy   the   leaft   of  Chri/l's  favours.     As 
ignorance  always  abounds  moil  with  felf- 
conceit,  fo  fmall  advances  in  virtue,  are  apt 
to  infpire  the  mind,  with  greater  degrees 
of  felf   dependance.      The   more  holy   a 
Chriftian    is,  the  more  meanly  he  thinks 
of  himfelf :    and  the    more    he  does,    he 
ftill  fees  the  more  his  vaft  deficiencies    in 
duty  ;  yet  will  he  never   ceafe,  or  flacken 
his  diligence,,  but  with  St.   Paul,  forgetting 
thofe  things \  which  are  behind \  and  reaching 
forth  to  thofe  things  which  are  before ,  he  pre f- 
fes  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  in  God  of  Chrift  Jefus  *.     They  are 
but  Chriftians  in  name,  vain  profeflbrs  and 
hypocritical   talkers,  who  fpeak  of  Chrift, 
and  make  their  boaft   of  his  name,  v/hile 
they  are  wanting  in  an  exadt  difcharge  of 
their  duty   towards  God  and   man,  while 
*  Philip,  iii.  13. 

they 
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they  are  ftrangers  to  true  evangelical  ho-* 
linefs;  thefe  are  they,  who  with  Judas,  be- 
tray the  fen  of  man  with  a  KISS.  He  an4 
He  only  is  the  real  chriftian,  who  doing 
all  he  can,  like  this  centurion,  to  teftify  his 
love  to  God,  and  his  love  to  man,  yet  af- 
ter all,  is  glad  and  willing  to  refign  and 
give  up  even  the  appearance  of  felf-righte- 
oufnefs,  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  ffeet  of 
Jefus,  as  an  humble,  worthlefs  finner,  with- 
out any  the  leafl  hope,  truft,  or  confidence 
in  ought,  fave  the  infinite  mercy  and  me- 
rits of  his  dying  and  glorified  redeemer. 
Such  a  total  felf-renunciation,  fuch  an  ab- 
dication of  all  felf-dependance,  fuch  a  full 
reliance  on  the  meritorious  blood  of  the  fon 
of  God  will  afluredly  prevail  for  a  blefiing, 
and  gain  the  happy  foul  a  joyful  feat  with 
Abraham ,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven — which  is  part  of  the  prophecy  deli- 
vered by  our  Saviour  on  this  occafion,  the 

III.  and  laft  thing  which  I  propofed 
briefly  to  confider.  This  was  a  Subject 
of  all  others  mo  ft  o  fife  n  five  to  the  Jews, 
but  of  all  others  the  molt  important  to  the 
gentile  world,  who  were  now  flmt  out  from 

the 
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the  covenant  of    grace,  and  now  in  that 
very   darknefs   into  which  the  Jews  were 
afterwards  caft  by  reafon  of  their  unbelief. 
Chrift    dwells  frequently  and  particularly 
upon  this  blefled  difpenfation,   both  in  his 
miracles,  parables,  and  difcourfes,    as   we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  remark  hereafter,  as 
being  that  great  my  fiery,  that  eternal  purpofey 
and  predeftination  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
which  in  other  Ages  was  not  made  known  unto 
the  fins  oj  men,  as  it  is   now  revealed,  that 
the  Gentiles  Jhould  be  fellow-heirs,  and  of  the 
fame  body,  and  partakers   of  his  promt fe   in 
Chrift  by  the  GofpeL  * 

This  gentile  captain  afforded  him  a  full 
opportunity  to  make  known  this  important 
my  fiery,  and  to  fet  forth  by  his  example, 
the  terms  of  acceptance  -f-.  For  declaring 
that  he  had  not  found  fo  great  FAITH,  no,  not 
in  Ifrael,  not   amongfl  that  chofen  and  pe- 

*  See  the  third  chapter  to  the  Ephefiarts,  which  is 
entitled,  the  hidden  myjlery  that  the  Gentiles  fhouid  be 
laved. 

•j-  Henry  obferves  upon  this  Hiftory  that  Matthew 
annexing  this  cure  to  that  of  the  leper,  who  was  a 
Jew,  intimates  this :  "  the  leprous  Jews  Chrift  touched 
and  cured,  for  he  preached perjonally  to  them:  but  the 
paralytic  Gentiles  he  cured  at  a  dtflance :  for  to  them  he 
did  not  go  in  pcrfon  ;  but  Jent  bis  word  and  healed  then: : 
yet  in  them  he  was  more  magnified/' 

culiar 
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culiar  people,  to  whom  fo  many  privileges 
and  fo  many  advantages  above  the  Ge?j- 
tiles,  had  been  granted,  whence  more  a- 
bundant  fruits  might  have  reafonably  been 
expe&ed — He  adds  with  great  authority,  / 
fay  unto  you  >  that  many  from  the  eafi  and  from 
the  weft ,frofn  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  gen- 
tile world,  led  on  by  the  like  humility  and 
faith  with  this  centurion,  fiall  come  into 
and  accept  the  offers  of  the  kingdom  of 
grace  here  upon  earth,  and  Jhall  fit  down  in 
full  and  everlafting  fruition  of  the  king- 
dom of  glory  with  the  chofen  patriarchs, 
with  Abraham  and  Ifaac  and  with  Jacob  : 
All  feated  at  one  table,  as  admitted  into 
the  fame  covenant  of  grace,  at  the  head 
of  which  the  patriarchs  are  placed,  to  whom 
the  promife  of  the  feed  was  given,  and 
who  in  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage,  look'd 
forward  with  a  longing  eye  and  lively  faith 
to  the  expected  ri/ingofthefun  of  right eoufnefs 
on  earth :  \A  light  to  lighten  theGe?ttiles.  Thus 
our  Saviour  confirmed  the  prophefy  of  Ma- 
Jachi,  which  hath  an  obvious  reference  to 
this  place:  For  from  the  rifing  of  the  fimy 
even  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame,  my  name 

J  Malachi,  i.  11. 

.     fiall 
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Jhall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles,  and  in  every 

place  incenfe  fall  be  offered  unto  my   name* 

and  a  pure   offering  -,  for  my  ?iame  Jhall  be 

great  amo?ig  the  heathen,  /aid  the  Lord  of 

hop. 

Such  was   the  bleiTing    foretold  to  the 

gentile  world:  as  comfortable,  as  the  curfe 

denounced  againft  Ifrael  is  terrible  ;  whom 

no   natural  privileges,  no    boafled  defcent 

from  Abraham,  no  adoption,  glory,  covenants 

giving  of  the  law,  fervices,  promifes,  father s> 

while  they  themfelves  were  dijobedient  and 

unbelieving,  could  prefer ve  from  the  certain 

fruits  of   ififdelity   and    iniquity.     But    the 

children  of  the  k'mgdom,   faith    Chrift,  they 

who  were  the   natural  heirs  of  it,  fall  be 

cafi  out    into   outer   darknejs,   that    darknefs 

wherein  the  Gentiles  fometime  walked,  and 

which  fell   upon   Ifrael,  when  the  light  of 

grace  was  removed  from  them,  when  their 

eyes  were  darkened  that  they  could  not  fee,  and 

they  were  caft  out  from  the  knowledge  and 

favour  of  God  :  the  fureand  fad  confequence 

of  which  is    that  other  and  more  horrible 

darknefs,    to    which  the  prefent  is    but   a 

preface,  and  wherein  they  muft  dwell  who 

are  utterly  rejected  from  the  kingdom    of 

grace 
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grace,  and  where,  horrible  to  think — there 
is  not  the  lead:  glknfe  or  ray  of  light,  * 
the  leaft  dawn  of  hope,  the  leaft  lhadow 
of  comfort,  but  only  everlafting  anguifh 
of  fpirit,  vexation  and  horror  and  fury, 
fad  lamenting,  and  weeping  and  gnafhing 
of  teeth ! 

What  infinite  reafon  have  we  then  to  blefs 
and  adore  the  goodncfi  and  feverity  of  God  • 
on  them  which  fell  feverity ;  but  towards  us  good* 
nefs :  if  we  continue  in  his  goodnefs:  other  wife 
we  al jo  fall  be  cut  off.  For  tp  ufe  the  fame  -f 

*  Jlgtfton's  defer! ption  of  this  place  of  horror  de- 
ferves  attention  : 

At  once  as   far  as  angels    ken,  he  views 
Tne   difmal   iituation  wafte  and  wild  : 
A    dungeon  horrible  on  all  fides  round 
As  one  great   furnace  flam'd  :  yet  from  thofe  flame? 
No  light,   but  rather  datknefs  vifible 
Serv'd  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woe, 
Regions  of  forrow,  doleful  fhades,  where   peace 
And  reft  can  never   dwell,  hope  never  comes 
That  comes  to  all ;  but  torture   without  end 
Still  urges,   and    a  fiery    deluge,  fed 
With  ever-burning  fulphur,  unconfum'd. 
Such  place    eternal  juftice  had    prcpar'd 
For  thofe  rebellious,  here  their  prifon  ordain'd, 
In  utter  darknefs,  and  their  portion  let 
As  far  remov'd  from  God,   and  light  of  Heav'n 
As   li  om  the    center  thrice  to  th*  utmoft  pole. 
U  how  unlike  the  place  from  whence  they  fell ! 

Par.  Lost/  B.  59,   &a 

I  See  Epift.  to  the  Rowans,  c.  xi.  throughout. 
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apoflle's  arguments,  if  God  f pared  not  the 
natural  branches,  it  behoves  us  to  take  heed, 
left  he  alfo  /pare  not  us.  And  as  he  hath 
pleafed  in  much  mercy  not  only  in  this 
Centurion,  but  all  thro'  his  holy  word,  to 
give  us  lively  examples  of  the  fure  means 
of  acceptance  with  him  -,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain beyond  difpute,  that  without  them  we 
lhall  never  be  accepted  of  him.  Ifbecaufe 
of unbelief  the  natural  branches  were  broke 
off,  and  we  ft  and  only  by  faith :  let  us  net 
be  high  minded  but  fear.  Let  us  fear  to  be 
wanting  in  this  faith,  let  us  be  as  averfe 
to  all  felf-dependance,  and  felf-righteouf- 
nefs  as  this  Centurion  was,  as  deep  in  hu- 
mility,  as  active  in  love,  fubmitting  ourfehes 
to  the  right eoufnefs  of  God y  and  not  going  a- 
bout  to  ejiablijh  our  own  right  eoufnefs — and 
then  we  may  have  the  blelTed  hope,  that 
we  alfo  (hall  be  found  in  the  number  of 
the  true  Children  of  God,  andyZW//?/  down 
with  Abraham,  with  Ifaac,  and  with  Jacob 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Such  are  the  great  inflructions  which 
we  gather  from  this  miracle  wrought  by 
our  Lord  in  favour  of  this  Roman  Captain, 
who,  we  fee   c<  amidft  all  the  temptati©ns 

N°  4  K  and 
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and  difficulties  of  a  military  life,  retained 
the  principles  not  only  of  liberality  and  hu- 
manity, but  of  piety  alio  %     to  mew  us  that 
no  ftate   of   life  is   incompatible  with  true 
devotion,  and  to  hold  forth  a  lively  exam- 
ple, to  all  engaged  in  the  like  employment, 
of  the  beauty  and  conliftency  of  faith  and 
humility    with  their   profeffion  :  his   com- 
mands were  not  the  lefs  punctually  obeyed, 
becaufe   he    himfelf  was    obedient   to    the 
commands  of  God  ;    and  what  might   be 
expected  from  fuch  a  leader,  who  fanclifed 
the  Lord  of  ho  [is  himfe/f  and  made  him  alone 
his  fear  and  bis  dread  !  There  was  no  danger 
of  fuch  religion   enfeebling    his   mind,  or 
irtckicing  a    pufillanimity  of  Tpirit  :    iince 
fuch    religion    infpircs   with   the  only  true 
valour,    and   we   of   this    nation   have  not 
wanted    proofs     of     real    courage     united 
with    exemplary  holinefs  !    May    fuch  in- 
ftances   abound  in   our  army  —  for  then 
we  may  juftly  hope  for  fuccefs,    when    we 
go  forth  in  the  jlrcngth  of  the  Lord  of  ho/is! 
But  alas  !  —  fto  uie  the  words  of  bifhop  * 

lawlefs 

*  The  bifttop  in  this  fame  fettrioti  entitled,  St.  Pauls 
ccmlat,  p.  44.6.  vol.  2.  of  his  works,  obferves,  "  let  me 
i'dy  truly;   it  were  and  hopeful  thing  that  even 

our 
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Hall)  "how  can  we  hope  thatbioody  hands  of 
lawlefs  ruffians  mould  be  bleft  with  palms 
of  triumph,  that  adulterous  eyes  mould  be 

our  external  and  fecular  wars  mould  be  managed  with 
pure  and  innocent  hands:  I  mail  tell  you  that  which 
perhaps  few  of  you  have  either  known  or  confidered, 
that  of  old,  a  Soldier  was  n/acred  thing;  and  it  is  worth 
your  notice,  what  in  former  times,  was  the  manner  of 
our  ancefrors  in  confecrating  a  foldier  or  knight  to  the 
war.  Some  fix  hundred  years  ago  and  upward,  as  I 
find  in  the  hiftory  of  Ingulphus,  the  manner  was  this  : 
he  that  fhould  be  devoted  to  the  trade  of  war,  the 
evening  before  his  confecration  came  to  the  bifiiop  or 
prieit.  of  the  place,  and  in  much  contrition  and  com- 
punction of  heart  made  a  confeffion  of  all  his  fins:  and 
after  his  abfolution,  fpent  that  night  in  the  church  in 
watching,  in  prayers,  in  afflictive  devotions;  on  the 
morrow  being  to  hear  divine  fervice,  he  was  to  offer 
up  his  fword  upon  the  altar,  and  after  the  gofpel,  the 
prieft  was  with  a  folemn  benediction  to  put  it  about 
his  neck:  then  after  his  communicating  of  thefe  facred 
myfteries,  he  was  to  remain  a  lawful  foldier.  Thus  he; 
who  tells  us,  how  that  valiant  and  fucoefsful  warrior 
Hcward9  came  thus  to  his  uncle,  one  Brandus,  the 
devout  abbot  of  Peterborough,  for  his  confecration  :  and 
that  this  cuftom  continued  here  in  England,  till  the  ir- 
religious Normans,  by  their  fcorns  put  it  out  of  coun- 
tenance :  This  was  their  antient  and  laudable  cuftom: 
and  can  we  wonder  to  hear  oi  noble  victories  atchieved 
by  them,  who  had  fo  pious  an  initiation  ?  Thefe  men 
profeffed  to  come  to  their  combats,  as  David  did  to  Go- 
liah,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  no  marvel  if  they  prof- 
pered.  Alas  now  nulla  fides  ptetasq;  5cc.  ye  know  the 
reft:  the  name  of  a  foldier  is  mifconftrued  by  our  gal- 
lants, as  a  fuilicient  warrant  of  debauchery  :  asifaicW- 
coat  were  a  lawful   cover  for   a   profane  heart :  woe  is 

me,  for    this  finful  degeneration,  &c. He  goes  on 

as  in  the  ferrnon  above. 

K  2  fhaded 
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fhaded  with  garlands  of  victory,  that  pro- 
fane and  atheous  inftruments,  if  any  fuch 
be  employed  in  our  wars,  mould  return- 
home  loaded  with  fuccefs  and  honour  ? 
How  mould  they  profper  whofe  fins  fight 
aeainft  them  more  than  all  the .  fwords 
of  enemies?  Whofe  main  adverfary  is 
in  their  own  bofom  and  in  heaven  ?  If 
the  God  of  heaven,  be  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
do  we  think  him  fo  lavifh,  that  he  will 
grace  impiety  ?  Can  we  think  him  fo 
in  love  with  our  perfons,  that  he  will 
overlook  or  digeft  our  crimes?  Be  inno- 
cent, oh  ye  warriors,  if  ye  would  be  fpeed- 
ful;  be  devout,  if  ye  would  be  vidorious.,, 
— — Thus  this  Centurion  affords  a  very 
profitable  example  to  all  thofe,  like  him- 
felf,  engaged  in  the  trade  of  war :  and 
which,  at  this  Seafon  efpecially,  it  may  not 
be  improper  ferioully  to  contemplate.  How- 
ever, the  excellency  of  his  humility '3  and  the 
power  of  his  faith  is  not  inftrudtive  to  one 
k  of  men  only,  but  to  all  orders  of 
Chriftians ;  and  his  character  particularly 
in  that  amiable  regard,  which  he  mews 
>r  his  fervant,  muft  undoubtedly  raife  a 
generous  efleem  in  all  your   breads.     But, 

oh 
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oh  my  brethren,  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  a  man 
fhould  be  more  follicitous  for  the  temporal 
welfare  even  of  his  fervant,  than  WE  for 
the  eternal  welfare  of  our  own  moft  pre- 
cious fouls ! 

Every  finner,  every  carnal  man,  yet  un- 
regenerate,  and  yet  unconverted  to  Chrift, 
hath  this  paralytic  fervant  at  home,  a  foul 
lying  grievoufly  fick  and  ready  to  die,  a 
confcience  miferably  tormented  and  in  dan- 
ger of  everlafting  death.  And  will  you 
not  be  follicitous,  will  you  not  be  ftirred 
up  to  an  anxious  care,  that  this  poor  fer- 
vant may  be  cured  by  the  mercy  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrzft,  and  delivered  from  its 
diftrefs  here,  before  it  be  given  up  to  final 
diftrefs  and  unending  torment  ?  This  can 
be  done  no  other  wife,  than  by  the  fpirit 
of  God  through  the  word,  working  in 
the  heart  true  repentance  and  converfion, 
caufing  the  foul  to  embrace  with  full  faith 
the  death  and  fatisfadion  of  Chri./I,  where- 
by it  is  made  partaker  of  his  infinite  merits, 
and  enabled  to  ferve  him  in  love  to  its  life's 
end.  Nothing  but  this  repentance,  and- 
this  faith  can  avail  to  the  cure  of  fuch  a 
fick  and  diforder'd  foul.  He  alone  who 
K  7  cur'd 
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cured  the  paralytic  fervant  by  a  word,  can 
raife  the  foul  dead  in  fib,  and  give  it  the 
power  to  rife  up  and  walk  in  newnefs  of 
life.  And  if  we  have  but,  if  we  will  but 
(hew,  the  leaft  defire  to  attain  this  life  from 
the  dead,  if  we  will  but  fue  to  Chrifc 
with  iincerity  of  foul,  he  is  always  as 
ready  to  hear  and  come  to  us,  as  he  was 
to  the  Centurion's  fervant,  /  will  come  and 
heal  him,  faid  he.  Nay,  indeed  the  truth 
is,  he  hath  really  done  for  us,  what  he  of- 
fered to  do  for  this  Centurion's  fervant : 
he  came  down  from  heaven  to  heal  us  : 
cc  We  were  all  fick  unto  death ;  fo  far  had 
the  dead  palfey  of  fin  over  taken  us,  that 
there  was  no  life  of  grace  left  in  us  5  when 
he  was  not  content  to  fit  ftill  in  heaven, 
and  to  fay,  I  will  heal  them :  but  he  added 
alfo,  /  will  come  and  heal  them:"  Lo,  I 
come,  faid  he  (in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is 
written  of  me)  to  do  thy  will,  0  God  *'; 
to  do  thy  will,  to  give  my  life  a  ranfom 
for  many  5  and  he  fulfilled  his  blefied 
purpofe,  came  down  to  this  miferable  world 
and  perfonally  healed  us !  And  now  —  oh 
that  we  could  but  be  as  lowly  fubjecls  of 

*  See  Hebrews  x.  7. 

hfe 
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his  goodnefs  as  we  are  unworthy  —  now 
is  this  all-powerful  mediator  ready  to  come 
upon  the  leaft  motion  of  our  heart,  even 
now  is  he  ready,  whenever  our  faith  can 
look  up  to  him,  to  come  and  heal  every 
diforder  of  our  fouls  !  yet  notwithftanding 
all  this  love,  and  all  this  goodnefs,  notwith- 
ftanding all  he  hath  done,  and  all  he  is 
mercifully  inclined  to  do  for  us,  ~  how 
backward  are  we  to  fend  one  fuitor  to  him, 
to  put  up  one  prayer,  or  to  cry  to  him  for 
that  help,  which  yet,  we  know,  he  will  not 
deny  to  thofe,  who  fincerely  feek  for  it ! 
And  —  oh  ftrange  to  tell,  and  marvellous 
to  think — we  fee  this  Roman  Captain  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  labouring  to  procure 
health  for  his  fervant,  only  thro'  fear  of 
temporal  death,  and  becaufe  this  fervant  was 
dear  and  ufefulto  him:  while  we,  wretched 
and  unthinking  creatures,  have  hut  very 
little  or  no  regard  at  all  for  a  miferable 
foul,  lying  fick  unto  death,  for  a  con- 
fcience,  quite  paralytic  and  ready  to  fall 
into  grievous  torments  !  The  lofs  of  eter- 
nal glory  moves  us  but  little,  we  are  cou- 
rageous enough  to  have  no  dread  of  that 
eternal,  that  outward  darknefs,  where  is 
K  4  weeping 
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weeping  and    gnaming    of  teeth,  where  is 
every  woe  without  the  leaft  alleviation   of 
comfort,  and  whereto  this  fpiritual  palfey,  if 
it    remain    uncured,    will   affuredly   bring 
the    foul !    Nay,  fo  very    little   do   we   fee 
men  affected  by  the  fight  and  fenfe  hereof, 
that  even  at   a  time   when  the  body  itfelf 
begins    to  lofe   all  its  faculties,  when  the 
delights  of  fcnk  are  no   more,  when  the 
memory  fails,  when   the   underftanding  is 
darkened,  and  all  the  powers  are  in  decay, 
even  then,  even  in  hoary  age,  even  on  the 
bed  of  death,  on  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
we  fee  men  confulting   for   their  own   pri- 
vate ends  and  for  temporal  things;   while 
eternity  calls   loud   upon  them  to  look  up 
and  behold  its  boundlefs  extent;    and  God;, 
with  the  volume  opened,  fets  ready   to  try 
and  bring  them    to  an   exact  account !  — - 
Oh  that  fuch,  and  all  mankind,  would  well 
confider,  in  this  their  day;  that  they  would 
ferioufly  lay  to  heart  the  deep  importance 
of  a  life    to   come :  left  all  their  temporal 
labours    mould     be    found    in    vain,    left 
their  neglect  of  fpiritual  things  mould  prove 
a  dreadful   caufe    of  future  mifery,   of  fad 
from  God,  of  fatal  feparation  from 

him, 
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him,  from  heaven,  from  bleftednefs  for 
ever  !  oh  that  this  laft  and  folemn  account 
which  we  mult  all  one  day  make,  were  at 
all  times  fo  prefent  in  our  thoughts,  as  to 
incline  us  to  unwearied  diligence  in  well 
doing,  an  indefatigable  care  to  work  out 
our  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  an 
unreferved  obedience  to  all  the  command- 
ments of  our  God,  and  a  full  reliance  on 
the  all-fufficient  facrifice  and  fatisfaclion 
made  by  the  bleffed  Jefus,  for  ours  and  for 
the  fins  of  the  whole  world  ! 

And  —  oh  moil  adorable  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour, thou  who  art  the  only  phyfician  of 
the  foul,  able  and  willing  to  heai,  altho' 
we  be  utterly  unworthy  that  thou  mould  ft 
come  under  our  roof,  yet  with  mod 
humble  faith  v^e  befeech  thee  to  grant  us 
this  mercy  out  of  thy  free  grace  and 
love ;  we  befeech  thee,  that  thou  wouldft 
deign  to  vifit  the  houfe  of  our  breads  in 
and  by  thy  holy  word  and  facraments  ! 
that  thus  every  infirmity  of  our  languishing 
foul  being  cured,  we  may  be  confirmed  and 
ftrengthened  in  thee  unto  life  and  happi- 
nefs  eternal!  Oh  fpeak  the  word  and  thy 
fervants  mall  be  healed! — Oh  lefit  be  unto 

us 
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us  according  to  this  comfortable  and  furc 
word  of  thine,  Behold  1  Jland  at  the  door 
and  knock :  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and 
open  to  me,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  I  will 
fup  with  him,  and  he  with  met  Fulfil,  O 
Lord,  this  good  word  in  all  our  hearts  ; 
give  us  the  ear  to  hear  thy  divine  voice, 
and  to  open  unto  thee,  that  we  may  fo 
enjoy  thy  graces  here,  as  fully  to  enjoy  thy 
unfpeakable  Glories  hereafter  !   Amen. 


D  I  S 


DISCOURSE     IV. 

The    Paralytic    ctired% 

Being  the  Substance  of  Two  Sermons, 

PART     I. 


St.  Luke  v.    1 8 — 20. 

And  behold^  men  brought  in  a  bed  a  man 
which  was  taken  with  a  paify  :  and  they 
fought  means  to  bring  him  in,  and  to  lay  him 
before  him. 

And  when  they  could  not  find  by  what  way 
they  might  bring  him  in,  becaufe  of  the  mul- 
titude ^  they  went  upon  the  hcufe  top,  and  let 
him  down  thro  the  tiling,  with  his  couch,  into 
the  midjl  before  Jefus. 

And  when  he  faw  their  faith,  he  faid  unto 
him,  Man  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee. 

FW&&K  H  E  Evangelift  introduces  this 
^  T  ^<  Paralytic  with  a  Behold,  as  the 
^  ^  excellency  of  the  miracle,    and 

the  importance  of  the  doctrine, 
demand.      He  was  burdened  and  heavy- 
laden, 
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laden,  and  fo  in  a  proper  ftate  to  come 
to  Chrlft :  he  came  in  faith,  as  all  muft 
come,  who  defire  relief;  and  he  found  reft 
to  his  foul,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  his 
fins,  which  all  will  find,  according  to  our 
Lord's  promife,  who  labouring  and  heavy- 
laden  fo  come  unto  him.  The  prefent  mi- 
racle ferves  well  to  manifeft  this  bleffed 
truth  to  us,  upon  which  I  have  largely  ex- 
patiated in  the  introductory  difcourfe  :  but 
before  I  proceed  to  confider  the  improve- 
ments to  be  made  from  hence,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  hifto- 
ry,  as  delivered  by  the  three  Evangelifts, 
Matthew i  Mark,  and  Luke. 

Our  Saviour  entered  again  into  Caperna- 
um, and  a  rumour  was  fpeedily  fpread, 
that  he  was  in  the  houfe  :  upon  which 
there  was  fuch  a  concourfe  of  people,  as 
not  only  to  fill  the  houfe  where  he  was, 
but  to  leave  no  room,  no  poflibility  of  en- 
trance fo  much  as  at  the  door.  He  there 
preached  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  them., 
many  pharifees  and  doctors  of  the  Law 
fitting  by  to  hear  him,  and  the  power  of 
the  Lord  was  prefent  to  heal  thofe  that  ap- 
plied  to  him   for   relief.     When,    behold 

ftrong 
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ftrong  in  faith,  and  firmly  perfuaded  of 
his  almighty  power  to  heal,  a  man  fick 
of  the  palfey,  deprived  of  all  motion  and 
capability  to  help  himfelf,  was  brought  by 
four  men  in  a  bed,  or  couch,  who  fought 
by  all  means  poffible  to  prefent  this  afflicted 
object  before  the  eyes  of  Jefus :  but  find- 
ing it  impoffible  to  do  fo,  on  account  of  the 
great  prefs  and  the  furrounding  multitude, 
they  had  recourfe  to  another  method  found 
out  by  their  active  faith  and  zealous  love. 
They  went  upon  the  houfe -top  -,  —  It  muft  be 
remembered  that  the  houfes  in  the  eaftern 
countries  were,  nay,  and  at  prefent  are 
ufually  built  very  low,  with  one  or  two 
ftories  at  moft,  whofe  roofs  are  always  flat, 
to  which  there  are  generally  doors,  fome- 
thing  like  our  trap-doors,  by  which  to 
afcend  from  the  houfe  $  fince  it  was  much 
the  cuftom  to  fpend  part  of  the  day  on 
the  top  of  the  houfe,  as  we  read  of  Da- 
vid, and  of  St.  Peter ,  who  was  praying 
on  the  houfe-top,  when  men,  fent  from 
Cornelius,  came  to  him:  befides  this  we 
may  remark,  that  it  was  very  common  to 
have  a  way  up  to  the  roof  from  the  outfide 
of  the 'houfe,  as  well  as  from  within,  by  a 
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fixt  pair  of  flairs  or  ladder,  by  which  they 
could  afcend  from  the  ground  to  the  roof 
without  entring  into  the  houfe  *.  — -  Thefe 
particulars  otherwife  too  inconfiderable  to 
detain  us,  for  this  reafon  only  deferve  our 
attention,  becaufe  fome  modem  infidels 
have  made  little  objections,  founded  on  an 
ignorance  of  thefe  matters,  wretched  han- 
dles for  their  impious  blafphemy  againft 
this  mighty  miracle  and  the  divine  author 
of  it. 

Mod  probably,  by  thefe  outward  flairs 
the  friends  of  the  paralytic  undaunted  by 
difficulties,  and  not  difcouraged  by  difap- 
pointments,  raifed  him  up  to  the  houfe 
top;  forcing  open,  and  uncovering  the  roof 
by  -f  pulling  out  the  door  in  it,  through 
this  opening  they  let  down  with  ropes  the 

*  For  the  moll  full  and  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the 
letter  of  this  rv.irory,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  ex- 
nt,  learned  and  judicious  explication  of  it  given 
by  the  biftiop  of  Bangor,  in  page  26,  part.  iv.  of  the 
miracles  of  Jefus  vindicated.  And  it  is  with  great 
plealure  that  1  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending 
that  uteri  I  the  reader's  ferious  perufal. — Bifhop 

Small ! -rook's  al  .  %  of    the    miracles    of    cur 

bleffed  Saviour,  vol.  II.  p.  294.  will  ferve  well  alfo  toillu- 
Urate  this  hill 

f  E|opt/|*vT£53  forcing  or  breaking  it  open,  pulling  it 
out;  as  it  is  rnoft  probable  it  was  fattened  within. 
See  Gall,  iv.  j  5. 

fide 
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fick  of  the  palfey  in    his  couch,  into  the 

midft  before  Jefus:  who  feeing  their  faith  *, 

that  of  the  man's  and  of  his  friends, 

though  they  themfelves  fpake  nothing,  the 

miferable   condition   of   the   paralytic   yet 

pleading   with  a  voice   far  more  eloquent 

than  all  fpeaking,  —  He  faid  unto  him, 

"  Sort)   [or   Man]  be  of  good  cheer,  take 

*  St.  Chryfoftom  fpeaking  of  this  act  of  the  bearers, 
fays,   "  So  ingenious  a  thing  is  affection,  and  fo  fruitful 
in  invention  is  love.'  And  again  upon  the  paralytic's  pa- 
tience in  bearing  all  thefe  difficulties  and  not  waiting  for 
fome  other  opportunity.  — "  He  faid  nothing  of  all  this 
either  to  himfelf  or  his  bearers,  but  thought  it  became 
him  to   make  fo   great  a  number  of  perfons  as  were 
prefent  witnefles  of  his  cure.     But  his   faith  was  not 
only  vifible  from  hence,  but  likewife  from  the  very  words 
ufed    by  Chriji  on  this  cccafion.  —  For    which  reafon 
alfo  Chriji  did  not  go  out  to  him,  but  waited  for  the 
fick  man  to  come  to  him,  that  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity   of    demonstrating  the  faith    of    the  Paralytic 
to  all  the  company,  for  could  not  he  have  made  the 
ad  million  of  the  Paralytic   to  him  an  eafy  thing?  But 
he  did  nothing  of  that  nature  that  he  might  exhibit  to 
all  the  company  the'diligence  and  fervent  faith   of  the 

Paralytic:" -See  bifliop  Smallbrook's  Vindication^  &c. 

p.  ic6.  vol.  II.  The  Bifhop  is  of  opinion,  p.  202, 
that  this  man's  diforder  was  a  nxfuTirXzyix,  an  univer- 
Jal  palfey  (which  according  to  the  acknowledgement 
of  eminent  phyficians)  is  quickly  fatal,  as  ending 
fpeedily  in  an  Apoplexy.  Aclcr  is  of  this  opinion, 
whofe  excellent  treatife  on  the  fcripture  difeafes  ferves 
well  to  manifest  the  power  and  glory  of  Jefus. 
And  if  this  were  the  cafe,  we  have  another  anfwer 
to  the  infidel's  obje&ion,  Why  thefe  people  were  in 
fuch    mighty  hafle   to   get  to   Jej 

2  courage 
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courage,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee/'  Cer- 
tain of  the  fcribes  and  pharifees,  who  were 
fitting  there,  upon  this  began  to  fay  within 
themfelves,  and  to  reafon  in  their  hearts, 
<c  who  is  this,  which  fpeaketh  blafpliemies  ? 
claiming  that  to  himfelf  which  is  the  pro- 
perty of  God  only  ?  For  who  can  forgive 
fins  but  God  alone  ?°  But,  jefus,  perceiving, 
by  that  divine  fpirit>  which  knoweth 
all  things,  this  fecret  working  of  their 
thoughts,  —  laid  to  them,  "  why  reafon 
ye  thefe  things,  wherefore  think  ye  evil  in 
your  hearts  ?  For  whether  is  it  eafier  to  fay 
to  the  lick  of  the  palfey,  thy  fins  are  for- 
given thee,  or  to  fay,  arife  and  take  up 
thy  bed  and  walk  ?  But  that  ye  may  know 
that  the  fon  of  man  hath  power  to  for- 
give fins  on  earth, — then,  faith  he,  turning 
himfelf  to  the  fick  of  the  palfey,  I  fay  unto 
thee,  ar;fcy  take  up  thy  couch  and  go  thy  <w ay  into 
thine  houfe.  And  immediately  this  impotent 
paralytic  rofe  up  before  them  all,  tock  up 
that  whereon  he  lay,  and  departed  to  his 
own  houfe,  glorifying  God.  Infomuch 
that  the  whole  multitude  were  aftonifhed 
at  the  fight,  were  filled  with  fear,  and  gave 
glory  to  God,   who  had  given  fuch  power 

unto 
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unto  men  -y  faying  with  awful  amazement 
to  each  other,  cc  We  have  feen  ftrange 
things  to-day  :  we  never  before  law  it  af- 
ter this  fafhion." 

Thus  Jcfus  manifefted  forth  his  glory  : 
and  from   this    ftupendous  difplay   of  his 
divine  power,  we   learn,    <{  that  temporal 
evils  are    inflicted  as  punifhments  for  fin/* 
and  that,    "  if  we  defire  deliverance  there- 
from,  we  muft    apply   to  him  who  hath 
power  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  heal 
us  of  all  our  infirmities  —  his  priffeffipa  of 
which  divine  power,  or,  true  divinity,  the 
prefent   hiftory  abundantly  proves  "    Thefe 
points  particularly,  with  fuch  others  as  na- 
turally arife  from  the  event,  I   propofe   to 
confider  for  your  inftru&ion  and  improve- 
ment in   righteoufnefs  —  and  may  his   al- 
mighty paver  be  prefent  to  heal,  while  thus 
in  his  courts,  and  under  his  immediate  eye, 
we  meditate    upon   this    marvellous    cure, 
with  a  fingle  intention,  I    truft,  to  apply 
it  to  our  own  fpiritual  wants    and  necef- 
fities ! 

Ift,  The  firft  thing  obfervable    in   this 

miracle,  is  the  zealous  charity  of  thofe,  who 

L  carried 
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carried  the  miferable  paralytic  :    when  the 
multitude,  fo   numerous  was  it  about  the 
door,    either   could   not,     or    wou!d     not 
give  place   (as   knowing  the  difeafe,  under 
which  this  man  laboured,    to  be  defperate, 
ever  deemed  incurable,  or  at  leaft  very  flow 
and  imperfect  in  its  cure)  when  no  entrance 
could  poffibly  be  given  to  them,  yet  they 
were  not  difcouraged  hereby,  nor  weary  of 
their  labour -  though  they  might  have  eafily 
faved  themfelves  any  further  trouble,  and 
have  pleaded  in   excufe,  that  there  was  no* 
poflibility  of  admiffion  :— -Such  excufes    as, 
in  affifting  the  diftreiTes  of  others,  men  for 
the  mod:  part    not  only  greedily  lay  hold 
of,    but   carefully  hunt    after  :      On    the 
contrary,  difappointment  rather    quicken'd 
their  zeal,  and  fo  unwearied  was   their  la- 
bour of  love,  that   they  devifed  the  mod 
uncommon  and  fatiguing  method,  and  with 
the    utmoft  difficulty,    prefented    through 
the  roof  of  the  houfe  this  paralytic,  patient 
of  every  inconvenience  that  he  might  ap- 
pear before  the  companionate  y<?/^. 

In  them  we  have  an  example,  ift,  of 
that  love  and  good  will,  which  is  the  mofl 
acceptable  offering  to  Chriji:  and  which  we 

are 
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are  bound  to  fhew  in  all  offices  cf  mercy 
and  benevolence  to  our  fellow- creatures, 
not  making  vain  excufes,  when  we  have  it 
in  our  power,  or  to  fave  ourfelves  from  trou- 
ble, but  perfevering  with  all  our  might  in 
love  and  in  every  good  work,  and  not  leaft 
in  prayer  to  God,  for  thofe  whofe  fpi ritual 
or  temporal  neceffities  we  humbly  prefent 
before  him.  The  importunate  application, 
lively  faith,  and  zealous  companion  of  thefe 
men  ought  to  be  imitated  by  us,  fo  far  as  the 
circumftances  mayfuit.  Here  too  2dly,  we 
have  a  finking  picture  how  in  temptations 
and  calamities  the  judgments  and  opinions 
of  men  and  of  the  flefh,  would  endeavour 
to  exclude  us  utterly  from  an  approach  to 
Chrift :  Job's  friends,  thofe  miferable  com- 
forters, were  of  this  fort ;  and  fuch  are 
thefe  defcribed  by  the  pfalmift,  who  while, 
perfuading  him,  that  there  was  no  help  for  him 
in  his  God  *,  would  have  kept  him  from 
that  God  and  from  mercy,  and  have  driven 
him  to  black  defpair  :  and  fuch  tco,  with 
us,  are  the  accufations  of  our  conferences, 
and  the  rigour  of  the  law,  which  frequent- 
ly interpofe  between  the  (inner  and  Saviour, 

*   Pfal.  i;i.  2. 

L  2  like 


164  Ttke  Paralytic  aired. 

like  a  black  cloud  between  us  and  tbe  fun. 
But  in  thefe  men  we  fee,  how  faith  fhould 
make  her  way  thro*  every  impediment,  and 
let  herfelf  down  before  the  face  and  in  the 
iight  of  our  only  mediator;  laying  open 
before  him  all  her  iins  and  all  her  forrows, 
and  thus  moving  him  to  pity,  as  he  was 
moved,  at  the  fight  of  this  fuffering  paralytic. 
We  have  not  an  high-prieft,  which  cannot  be 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities; 
and  therefore  we  may  come  boldly  unto  the 
throne  of  grace,  prefent  our  own  and  the 
wants  of  others  before  him,  prefcribe  no- 
thing to  him,  but  leave  it  to  his  compaf- 
fionate  will,  and  then  we  need  not  fear, 
that  the  event  will  be  lefs  happy  to  us, 
than  to  this  paralytic  :  feeing  the  fpirit 
hlmfelf  helpeth  our  infirmities  •  and  becaufe 
we  know  not  what  we  foould  pray  for  as  we 
ought ,  therefore  this  good  fpirit  maketh  *  in- 
ter cefjionjcr  as  with  groanings  that  cannot  be 
uttered. 

lid, 

*  Rom.  viii.  26.  v>jrepe»Tvyxampoftnlat9  eft  advo.atorum 
(fay-  Grotlus)  qui  clientibus  dejidevia  distant.  ^0  Henry, 
"  the  fpirit  dictates  our  lequcfts*  indites  our  petiti  its, 
draws  up  our  plea  for  us.  Chrift  intercede  for  us  in 
heaven,  the  fpirit  intercedes  for  us  in  our  hears ;  fo 

gracioufly 
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lid,  Jefus  we  are  told  faw  their  jaith,  the 
faith  of  the  paralytic    himfelf,  as  well    as 
of  thofe,    who   carried  him  ;  which   may 
be   underftood    either    of   his   feeing    and 
knowing  the  faith,  that  was  in  their  hearts, 
as  God  (even  as  he  knew  the  thoughts  of 
the  Pharifees  hearts)  for  it  is  he,  that  fearcheth 
the  hearts  and  the  reins,   and    it  is  with  the 
heart,  that    man  believeth   unto  righteouf- 
nefs  *«'j  —  or  it  may    be,  that    he  Jaw  it, 
from  the    laborious  and   charitable  endea- 
vours of  the  men    who  carried,  and  from 
the  patience  of  the  paralytic  himfelf,  which 
were    a   kind  of  fruits    of   faith,   works, 
whereby  their  faith  was   fhewn,   as  works 
are  the  only  outward  evidences    of  living 
faith.     As  God   then,  he  faw  the  inward 
principle,  the  faith  in  their  hearts  >  as  man 
the  outward  manifeflations  of  it,   the  faith 
in  their   works.  —  And  we  may  remark, 

gracioufiy  hath  God  provided  for  the  praying  remnant. 
The  fpirit,  as  an  enlightening  fpirit,  teacheth  us  what 
to  pray  for :  as  a  fan£tifving  fpirit  works  and  excites 
praying  graces  •,  as  a  comforting  fpirit  filenceth  our 
fears  and  helps  us  over  all  our  difcouragements.  The 
holy  fpirit  is  the  fpring  of  all  our  defines  and  breathings 
towards  God. 
*   Rom,  x.  10. 

that 
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that  the  evangelifts  do  not  fay,  feeing  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Paralytic,  or  the  anxious  cha- 
rity of  thofe  who  bore  him,  but  feeing  their 
faith  iluv  o  Ivj<785  tv]v  TnffTJv  auTwv—of  which  thefe 
were  the  certain  fruits,  as  they  are  the  only 
means  whereby  the  fincerity  of  our  faith  can 
be  made  known  to  man,   tho'  God  k?iorweth 
the  heart ;  and  we  learn  from  hence,  that  all 
our  other  wTorks,  our  patience  and  labours  of 
love,  are  approved  and  accepted  in  the  fight 
of  God,  only  as   they  arife  from  and  are 
done  in  faith:   and  that  faith,  as   thus  at- 
tended   with  its  fruits,    is  the  only  inftru- 
ment  or    means   whereby  the  benefits  of 
Cbriftt  and  efpecially  forgivenefs  of  fins,  are 
conveyed   to  us.     His  faith  we  read,  was 
that  alone  which  obtained  for  the  paralytic 
thofe  gracious  words,  Son  be  of  good  cheer \ 
thy  fins  be  forgiven  thee:  and  yet  his  faith 
was  not  without  patience  and  ftrong  hope  : 
fo  neither  can  we  obtain  remifiion  of  fins 
other  than  by  faith,  in  Chrifi :  Salvation  is 
perfectly  free  :   man's  merits  contribute  no- 
thing towards  it  5  but   unlefs   our   faith   be 
accompanied  with  other  graces  and  produce 
good  works  in  us,  that  faith  will  never  avail 
us  :  if  it  do  produce  good  works,    (which 
true  faith  ever  doth  as  naturally  and  nccef- 

farily 
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farily  as  fire  produces  heat)  they,  on  ac- 
count of  that  faith,  will  be  well  accepted  of 
God  for  us  *• 

Some  underftanding  the  words,  THEIR 
faiths  of  the  bearers  of  this  impotent  man 
only,  have  difputed  very  largely  how  far 
a  man  may  be  profited  by  the  faith  and  in- 
terceffion  of  others  :  a  favourite  dodlrine 
of  the  'Romiflo  church.  There  is  no  need 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  word  their  excludes 
the  man — but  expreffes  as  well  his  own  faith 
as  that  of  thofe  who  carried  him  :  And  fo 
we  have  no  reafon  from  hence  to  conclude, 
that  any  man's  actual  offences  can  be  for- 
given through  the  faith  of  others,  without 
his  own  actual  repentance,  and  fincere  de- 
fire  of  forgivenefs ;  no  man's  faith  can 
avail  for  the  abfolution  of  another  man's 
fins :  all  we  have  is  too  little  for  ourfelves  j 
after  we  have  done  all,  we  are  but  unprofita- 
ble fervants  -f\  But  though  our  faith  can- 
not avail  for  the  remiiiion  of  another 
man's  fins,  yet  it  may  prevail  much  for 
the  procurement  of  temporal  bleffings  up- 
on thofe  whofe  caufe  we  prefent  before 
the  throne  of  grace  $    as  well  as  by  being 

*  See  the  11,  12,  and  13  Articles  of  our  church. 
f  See  the  14  Article  of  our  church, 

L  4  made 
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made  a   means  of  bringing   others  to  the 
knowledge     of    the    word    and    truth    of 
God,  which  may  beget  faith  in  the  heart*. 
The  faith  of  another  will  always  be  found 
ferviceableand  mould  always  be  ufed  to  this 
good  purpofe,   and  for  the  benefit  of  our 
neighbour  ;  according  to    what    St.  James 
advifes  —  Is  any  fick  among  you,  let  him  call 
for  the  elders  of  the  church,  and  let  fhem  pray 
over  him ,  and  the  prayer   of  faith  Jhall  fave 
the  Jicky  and  the  Lord  fall  raife  him  up;  and 
if  he  have  committed  fins,    (of  which   he 
now  repenteth)  they  JJ:all  be  forgiven  himy 
i.  e.  he   mall  be  abfolved   by  the   elders  of 
the  Church  to  whom  Chrifi  hath  given  the 
power    of   abfolution.       And  he  goes  on, 
Coifefs  your  Jaults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one 

*  Their  faith  —  Little  children  cannot  go  to  Chrift 
tftemfelves,  but  he  will  have  nn  eye  to  the  faith  of  thofe 
that  bring  thern,  and  it  (hall  not  be  in  vain.  Jtjus 
{aw  their  faith,  his  own  as  well  as  theirs  who  brought 
him,  which  J<jl's  few  tne  habit  of,  though  his  diftcm- 
per  perhaps  impaired  his  intellectuals  and  obflrucled  the 
actings  of  it.  Henry  on  the  place.  It  is  faid  Acts  xiv.  o, 
that  Paul perceived,  faiu  (»3W>  that  the  cripple  at  Lyftra 
ha. I  faith  to  be  Healed  ;  which  it  is  agreed,  was  done, 
fit  per  by  that  extraordinary  fpirit  of  decerning,  which 
St.  Paxil  pofTcfied,  or  from  the  apparent  zeal  and  hu- 
mility of  the  man  as  exprefied  by  his  courtena,nce  and 
actions,  as  he  heard  Paul  fpeak, 

for 
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for  another ',  that  ye  may  be  healed*,  the  effectual 
fervent  prayer   of  a  righteous  man  availeth 
much  *. 

Thus  may  you  make  your  faith  happily 
fubfervient  to  the  good  of  your  brethren  ; 
and  this  you  are  bound  to  do  5  to  pray  one 
for  another,  to  commend   each   other   to 
Chri/ly  and   with  fervent   prayer,   effectual 
through  its   mighty  energy,  to    entreat  his 
mercies  and  bleflings  upon  yourfelves  and 
others.     And  you  have  an  apoftolic   com- 
mand for  calling  the   elders,  the  minifters 
of  the  church,  to  pray  over  you,  when  in 
ficknefs    and  diftrefs  ;    Is    any  fick,  let  him 
call  the  elders,   &c.  It  would  be   happy,  if 
this  were  more  univerfally,  or  at  lean:  more 
properly  done  amongit  us :  while   fome,    in 
thefe  days,  efteem  it  meer  fafiionio  call  in 
the  Priejl,  with  all  his  holy  trumpery  ;  -f  and 
others  defer  the  important  bufmefs  till  every 
hope  of  life  is    over:  when  the  phyfician 
declares  the  cafe  defperate,  then  the   mi- 
nifter  is  to  be  called  :  —  And   what  advan- 
tage, I   would  afk,  do  you  imagine,  can 

*  James  v.  xiv. 

f  Thefe  are  the  words  of  fome,  who  are  not  afhamed 
to  ufe  them  in  the  moft  public  manner. 

arife 
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arife  from  hence  ?  Alas,  if  the  foul  now 
launching  into  eternity,  now  ftruggling 
under  the  pains  and  pangs  of  death,  hath 
hitherto  been  a  ftranger  to  God  and  his 
Chriji,  in  thefe  gloomy,  dark,  and  confufed 
moments,  1  leave  you  to  fuppofe  what  good 
can  be  done.  This  is  a  proceeding  fo  pre- 
judicial to  fouls,  and,  I  fear,  fo  common, 
that  every  fincere  minifter  cannot  but  with 
forrow  complain  of  it  —  and  with  earneft- 
nefs  warn  all  to  avoid  it.  I  befeech  you 
therefore,  my  brethren,  and  friends  let  the 
fenfe  of  this  danger,  and  of  that  fearful 
change,  which,  fuch  a  finful  foul,  fo  launch- 
ing into  eternity,  muft  in  a  moment  fhare : 
let  the  awful  fenfe  hereof,  advife  and  ftir 
you  up  to  prepare  to  day,  while  it  is  called 
to-day,  to  be  always  in  readinefs  againft  the 
hour  when  the  Matter  fhall  knock ;  that 
fo  your  foul  may  not  be  overwhelmed 
with  black  horror  and  dire  confufion, 
(hould  that  hour  come  upon  you  as  a  thief 
in  the  night. 

But  to  return  from  this,  I  hope  not  unfea- 


fonable  digreffion, 


III, 
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III.  Jefus  feeing  the  faith  of  the  Para- 
lytic and  his  friends,  though  they  came, 
requefting,  (as  it  is  natural  to  conclude)  the 
recovery  of  his  body  only,   yet  like  a  ikil- 
ful  phyfician,  he    ftrikes   at  the  root,  and 
firft  offers  forgivenefs  offns,  the  recovery  of 
his  foul.     So??,  be  of  good  chear,  thy  fins  are 
forgiven  thee :  which   is  a  point   of  great 
importance,  and  ftill  more  fully  opens  the 
defign  of  our   blefTed    Saviour's    miracles. 
For  thus  by  healing  the  diforders   of  the 
body  which  are  the  effedl  and  punifhment 
of  fin,   defiling  and  difordering  the  fenfes, 
he,  i  ft,  fhews  us,  that  he    is  the  phyfician 
of  the  foul  who  came  to  take  away  fin : 
idly,  that  difeafes  and  calamities   of  what- 
ever kind,    as  being    the    *   punifhment, 

mould 

*  Drufius  obferves  upon  the  words  thy  fins  are  for- 
given—  "  Thy  fins  which  are  the  caufe  of  thy  difor- 
der,  which  is  now  removed,  thy  fins  being  pardoned. 
The  faying,  nlfi  ejfent  peccata,  non  effent  fiagdla,  if  there 
had  been  no  fins,  there  had  been  no  fcourges,  is  well 
known.  The  wife  men  amongfl  the  Jew s  fay,  that 
both.  Jidn-fs  and  health  happen  to  the  foul  ;  Vices  and 
fin  are  its  licknefs ;  virtue  and  good  works  its  health. 
And  a  Rabbi  upon  the  words  of  the  Pfalm  heal  my  foul, 
obferves,  he  doth  not  fa\,  Heal  my  body,  becaufe  his 
iniquity  was  the  ground  and  reafon  of  his  difeafe,  but 
heal  my  foul,  for  when  God  heals  the  foul  of  its  difeafe, 
which  is  done  by  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  the  body  alio 

is 
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mould  be  the  admonitors  of  fin  to  us  ^ 
whence  we  are  advifed  to  ufe  our  moft  di- 
ligent and  conftant  care  for  the  removal  of 
the  inward  caufe,  the  true  fountain  and 
root  of  all  evil,  that  fo  the  benefit  of  cur  cure 
and  deliverance  may  be  entire,  and  the 
whole  man  be  laved  both  in  body  and  foul. 
And,  sdly,  becaufe  men  at  that  time  fought 
after  and  followed  him  principally  for  the 
miracles  which  he  did  and  the  cures  which 
he  wrought — as  all  men  are  too  apt  to 
fly  to  God  only  in  troubles,  and  for  relief 
from  outward  calamities  —  to  prevent  this, 
as  much  as  pofilble,  Jtfusheve  admonifheth 
to  begin,  above  all,  with  removing  the 
caufe  of  evil,  by  fee  king  the  pardon  and 
forgivenefs  of  our  fins,  that  fo  God  may 
withdraw  his  hand  from  punifhing  us ; 
'tis  true,  afflictions  and  chaftifements  be- 
fall even  the  children  of  God;  but  they 
are  neceflary  and  ufeful  to  the  wifefl  pur- 
pofes  3  nay,  and  often  lingular  hlefiings  -f-; 
thor  they  have  the  fame  fource  and  origin. 

So 

!"     Sec  Crrt.  facrl.  in  Matt.  p.  344.  torn.  vi. 

alfo  the  fame  t  1    n  Lukcy  torn.  id.  p.  369. 

f   /:  caufe  of  ficknefs,   fo  the  rerniflion   of 

£n  is  the  comfort  oi  recovery  .  ;  not  but 

that 


The  Paralytic  cured.  175 

So  that  hence  we  are  taught  in  general, 
as  all  temporal  evils  and  calamities,  all  dif- 
eafes  of  the  body,  as  well  as  other  afflictions 
nay,  and  even  death  itfelf  are  the  fruits  and 
the  puniihment  of  fin  5  whenever  they  fall 
upon  us,  we  fhould  be  careful  in  the  very 
firft  place,  to  apply  to  the  great  phyfician  of 
our  fouls,  for  the  cure  of  the  inward  evil,  the 
Caufe  of  outward  diftreffesj  and  we  fee  that 
the  caufe  removed,  the  fin  being  forgiven, 
the  effect  ceafes,  the  immediate  confequence 
is  the  deliverance  from  its  puniihment ; 
for  it  is  equally  eafy  with  Chrifi,  and  in  fuch 
cafes  of  the  fame  import  to  fay,  Thyjins  be 
forgiven  thee,  and,  arife  take  up  thy  bed  and 
walk. 

We  gather  from  the  facred  fcriptures, 
that  natural  evils  and  infirmities  are  fent 
upon  men,  ift,  on  account  of  fin,  as  we 
learn  from   this  miracle  before  us ;  2d,  to 

that  fin  may  be  pardoned,  and  the  ficknefs  not  re- 
moved -,  not  but  that  the  ficknefs  may  be  removed,  and 
yet  the  fin  not  pardoned.  But  if  we  have  the 
comfort  of  our  reconciliation  to  God,  with  the  com- 
fort of  our  recovery  from  ficknefs,  this  makes  it  a 
mercy  indeed  to  uf,  as  to  Hc%cklah.  Ifau  xxxviii.  17. 
Henry  on  the  place.  Again  he  obferves,  the  way  to 
remove  the  eff&Si  is  to  take  away  the  caufe ;  pardon  of 
fin  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  all  difeafes  and  either  cures 
them  or  alters  their  property.     On  Mark  ii, 

prove 
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prove,  try  and  refine  us,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
Job  ;  3d,  to  fubdue  the  remains  of  in- 
dwelling fin,  and  to  preferve  our  virtues 
and  graces,  as  in  the  cafe  of  St.  Paul,  to 
whom  a  Thorn  in  the  flcfh^  a  bodily  afflic- 
tion *,  was  given  to  humble  him,  left  he 
fiould  be  exalted  above  meafure ;  4th,  to  (hew 
forth  the  glory  of  God  in  us,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  man  born  blind;  5th,  as  the  be- 
ginning of  eternal  punifhment,  which  was 
the  miferablecafe  of  proud  and  vain-glorious 
Herod  "f.  Thefe  are  the  only  caufes,  which 
are  found  in  fcripture,  why  difeafes,  and 
worldly  calamities  are  fent  upon  men  :  and 
they  all,  fave  thelaft,  center  in  this,  gracious 
purpofe,  the  bringing  us  to  a  ferious  fenfe  of 
our  own  manifold  unworthinefs,  and  the  (tir- 
ing us  up  to  a  zealous  application  untoChrift  -y 
that  fo  we  may  cad  ourfelves  before  him, 
confefs  our  finfulnefs,  and  entreat  of  him, 
the  only  phyfician  of  our  fouls,  to  give  us 
a  full  pardon  and  a  bleffed  deliverance  from 

*  I  call  this  a  bodily  affliction,  becaufe,  I  think,  the 
bed  ChrifHan  Writers  are  agreed  in  this  interpretation. 
The  reader  if  inclined  to  fatisfy  himfelf,  will  find  an 
ufeful  difcourfe  on  the  fubjecl  in  the  learned  Bifhop 
Butt's  works.   Vol.1,  p.  183. 

t  From  Bedc. 

all 
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all  our  offences.  This  the  paralytic  obtain'd, 
when  Chrifi  fpoke  thofe  moft  comfortable 
words  to  him— fon  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins 
be  forgive?i  thee. 

In    St.  Luke   he  addreifes   the  paralytic 
with  the  the  title  of  MAN,  man  be  of  good 
chear ;— and   both  the  words  fon  and  man, 
are   intended    to    fhew  his    fatherly    affec- 
tion   and   fympathizing    companion.      He 
calls  him  fon,  for  like  as  a  father  pitieth  his 
own  children,  even  fo  is  the  Lord  merciful  to 
them  that  fear  him  :  "*  he  calls  him  man ; 
for  he  was  himfelf  a  man,  himfelf  took  our 
nature  and  bore  its  infirmities,  that  being 
touch' d  with  the  feeling  of  them,  he  might 
be  a  merciful,  faithful  and  companionate 
high-priefL     The  wretched,  the  labouring 
and  heavy-laden,  have  no  need  to  fear,  if 
they  come  to  Chrijl  in  faith,  that  they  fhall 
be  rejected  or  unkindly  received :  for  by 
thefe  two  appellations,  fon  and  man,  both  of 
which  he  became  for   man,  he  fufficiently 
ihews,  that  he  is  not  only  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but,  like  a  kind 
father,  anxious  and  delirous  to  remove  them 
from  his  children, 

*  Pfal.  x  .?,  13. 

He, 


1S7  The  Paralytic. cured. 

He  adds,  he  a  good  Cheer \  Qaptrei  a  word 
of  great  emphafis,  "  take  courage  be  of 
good  heart,  have  that  holy  boldnefs,  which 
a  fure  truft  and  confidence  in  God's  mercies 
giveth  :"  it  is  oppofed  to  doubting,  tremb- 
ling, fearing,  and  confulion  of  mind :  and 
by  it  Cbriji  intended  to  take  away  all  that 
fear  and  doubt  which  he  faw  conceived  in 
the  mind  of  the  paralytic  from  the  fenfe  of 
his  own  great  finfulnefs,  whereof,  he  knew 
from  the  law,  that  his  difeafe  was  a  f  pu- 
nifhment.  From  whence  we  are  taught, 
how  gracioufly  our  Lord  will  confirm  and 
ftrengthen  the  ftruggling,  and,  as  it  were, 
trembling,  doubting,  beginnings  of  faith  in 
our  hearts.  When  we  approach  him,  having 
conceived  good  hopes  of  his  favour  from  his 
infinite  love  to  worthlefsman,andyet  in  his 
prefence  are   well-nigh    confounded   thro' 

*  Grot'ius  upon  the  place  obferves  this — hie  morbus 
baud  dubie  caujam  trahebat  ex  ipjius  hcjnims  culpa — per- 
ccllcbat  ipjum  baud  dubie  fac'inor  urn  grac'iorum  confeientia^ 
&c.  See  Criti.  facri.  on  Matt.  p.  346.  The  panage 
from  Plato  quoted  here  by  Grotius  is  remarkable  o™ 
Afo-Trapap,  &c.  "  As  it  is  abfurd  to  attempt  to  cure  the 
eyes  while  the  malady  remains  uncured  in  the  head,  or 
to  cure  the  head,  while  the  whole  body  is  infe&ed,  To 
is  it  equally  abfurd  to  attempt  the  cure  of  the  body, 
while  the  foul  remains  uncured."  See  Bifhop  Sn>all- 
brsok's  Vindication,  ts^f.  vol.  2.  p.  230, 

3  thc 
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ihefenfe  of  our  own  vilenefs,  let*  us  never- 
thelefs  not  be  wholly  dilcouraged  :  but  re- 
member, that,  it  is  hisdefire,  that  all  (hould 
came  to  him,  that  he  hath  faid  to  the  doubt- 
ing paralytic,  fin  be  cf  good  cheer,  thy 
Jins  be  forgiven  thee  ;  and  will  alfo  thus  fay 
to  us,  if  we  make  an  offering  of  all  our  fins 
before  him,  humbly  fall  down,  and  fingly 
implore  his  companion.  For  though  no 
longer  corporally  prefent  with  us,  yet  is 
he  fcill  prefent  by  the  fame  divine  power 
which  alone  can  forgive  us  cur  fins  :  and 
to  our  sreat  and  endlefs  comfort,  hath  an- 
pointed  a  continual  rninifhy,  and  given 
thereto  the  keys  cf  abfolution,  that  wbojb* 
ever  fins  they  abfo/ve,  they  may  be  abfolved> 
&c.  which  word  of  health  you  confcantly 
hear,  "  he  hath  given  power  and  c 
mandment  to  his  minifters  to  declare  and 
pronounce  to  his  people,  being  penitent, 
the  abfolution  and  remiffion  of  their  Sins." 

Happy  will  it  be  for  thofe  who  can  find 
in  themfelves  the  conditions  upon  which 
this  abfolution  is  granted,  who  can  fay, 
c<  they  truly  repent  and  1  believe 

the    holy    gofpel"— -fuch    may  to 

thin!:  and  know  that  they  are  abfolved  fi 
all  their  offences,  and  to  fuch — oh  . 

N°  4.  M 
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hear  me  this  day  were  not  onlyalmoft 
but  altogether  fuch  ! — to  all  fuch  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  our  matter, 
joy  fully  may  I  apply  his  bleffed  words — 
jo  /i,  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  be  forgiven  thee  ! 
Some  may  perhaps  murmur  hereat,  and 
reafon  within  themfelves:  as  we  find  the 
bes  and  Pharifees  did,  when  our  Lord 
deliver'd  thefe  words, — who  is  this,  faid  they , 
that  fpeaketh  blafphemies? — but  their  reafon- 
ing,  and  the  ftrong  demonftration  which  our 
Lord  gave  of  his  divine  power  and  autho- 
rity, convincing  them,  upon  their  own 
principles,  that  he  was  God,  the  true  and 
expected  Meffiah,  the  Jehovah  incarnate, 
with  what  remains  of  this  miracle,  will  be 
confider'd  in  the  next  difcourfe. 

In  the  mean  time  let  us  fix  our  atten- 
tion upon  that,  which  is  the  principal  point 
in  this  part :  namely  the  clear  information 
we  have  from  hence,  that  calamities  are  in- 
flicted as  punifhments  for  fin,  and  that  the 
only  way  to  obtain  an  advantageous  cure, 
is  to  go  to  the  root,  to  remove  the  caufe, 
which  removed,  the  effect  of  confequence 
fes,  or  if  not  wholly  ceafes,  the  fling  at 
lvj.it  is  drawn  out  from  the  evil,  and  calami- 
ties 
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ties  of  what   kind   fcever  become  only  fa- 
therly  chaftifements,  and    are  borne  with 
chearful  refignation,  as  marks  of  heavenly 
ove:  whom  1  love,  1  rebuke.   Howbeit,  death, 
as   well   as  all  the  evils,  which  reign  in  the 
world,  were  introd  u ced  by  fin :  andGod  afflicts 
us  with  thefe  not  only  aspunifhments,  but  as 
admonitions  to  ftir  us  up  to  a  due  fenfe  and 
ferious  examination   of  ourfelves.    Modem 
wifdom   and  human   wit,   may  afcribe    all 
thefe  to  fecond  caufcs,  and,  as  is  now  become 
the  fafhionable  mode  of  reafoning,  account 
for  them,  as  for  all  things  in  nature,  with- 
out  the   intervening  aid   of  an  all- wife  and 
univerfal    providence :     but    our    excellent 
church  teaches  us  far  better,  would  we  but 
as  obedient  children  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
her  wife  orders,  obey  her  excellent  counfe!: 
me  commands  her  minifters  to  put  every 
fick    perfon   in  remembrance,    that    cc   Al- 
mighty God  is  the  Lord  of  lift  and  death, 
and   of   all  things    to    them   pertaining^  as 
youth,  health,  ftrength,  age,  weaknefs  and 
ficknefs ;  wherefore,  whatfoever  your  lick- 
nefs  is,  know  you  certainly,  that  it  is  God's 
vifitation^ — And.  as  knowing  this,  were  we 
but   wife  enough  to  defcend  into  ourfelves* 
when  any  evil  of  whatever  fort  befals  us,  to 
M  2  ex- 
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examine  our  own  hearts,  to  begin  with 
prayer  and  repentance,  to  apply  in  hum- 
ble faith  with  all  our  burdens  to  Cbriji,  we 
might  then,  indeed,  expect  fuccefs  from 
fecond  caufes,  and  the  phyficians  aid ;  while 
depending  folely  on  the  giver  of  all  life 
and  health  to  blefs  them  and  their  endea- 
vours to  our  good.  God's  providence  is 
univerfal :  and,  it  is  but  rcafoning  in  a  circle 
to  talk  of  fecond  caufes  in  the  difpenfations 
of  that  providence,  which  ads  always  by 
means,  and  biefies  or  curfes  its  appointed 
inftruments  to  our  good  or  evil.  It  is  the 
great  God,  who  bids  the  thunder  roll,  who 
bids  the  tempeft  rage  :  who  unfheaths  the 
fword  of  war,  and  rolls  the  garments  of 
nations  in  blood:  who  permits  the  pefti- 
lence  to  flalk  over  a  guilty  land,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  both  man  and  beaft  :  who  caufeth  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  to  feel  ftrong  convul- 
sions, and  fuffereth  fire  and  lightning  to 
confume  the  dwellings  of  men.  All  thefe 
are  fecond  caufes,  which  yet  we  acknow- 
ledge as  under  the  governance  and  direc- 
tion of  Almighty  God,  by  humbly  Sup- 
plicating him  to  deliver  us  from  *  their 
*  bcc  the  litany  of  our  church. 

evil; 
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evil :    and,   which,     as    his    miniilers,  he 
ordereth  to     go    forth  to  advife    men  of 
fin,  of  the  fins  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  our 
own  particular  offences,   and  of  the  need 
of  general  as  well  as  particular  humiliation. 
— If  an  atheift  be  one  who  denies  the  being 
of  a  God ;  fuch  furely  are  practical  atheifts, 
atheifts  of  the  worft  fort,  who  dethrone  the 
dread  ruler  of  heaven  and  earth,  and   fet 
up    fecond   caufes  in    his   place,    like   the 
heathens  of  old,  who  worfhiped  the  fun 
and  the  heavens  above  the  Maker  of  them, 
the  creature  above   the  Creator :  inftead  of 
fearching  into  the  caufes  when  events  are 
part,  fuch  wife  men  would  do  well  in  their 
wifdom   to  warn   us   of  the   evil   about  to 
arife  from  fecond  caufes,  and  to  (hew   us 
the  means  of  avoiding  it :  but  when   a  city 
is  fwallowed  up  by  an  earthquake,  or  a  na- 
tion depopulated  by  a  peftilence,  it  is  but 
cold  comfort  to  affign  andadjuft  the  natural 
caufes,  and  to  philosophize  upon  the  conili- 
tuent  inflammatory  particles,   which  occa- 
fioned  fo  violent  a  commotion  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  &c.  A  way  therefore  with  all  fuch 
minute  philofophers :  away  with   all  thofe, 
that  would  lead  us  from  the  fight  and  fear 
M  3  of 
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of  the  great  Jehovah :  behold  he  fitteth  in 
the  heavens  over  all,   and  fendeth  forth  his 
voice,  yea,  and  that  a  mighty  voice  :  power 
and  majeftv  are   before  him,  righteoufnefs 
and   judgment   are    the    habitation   of  his 
feat. — Yet  awful  in  power  and  majefty  as 
he  is,  he   is   cloathed   alfo   with  love   and 
mercy  to  allure  and  invite  us  to  him.     And, 
fo  unfpeakably  great  as  his    love  is  towards 
us,  fuch  knowledge  as  we  have  of  his  com- 
panionate regard   for  us,  and   tender   care 
over    us,  v/hat  can    hinder   us   from   thus 
coming  to  him,  what  can  difcourage   us  in 
cur  reiblutions  to  apply  to  this  beneficent 
Jefus>  who  is  thus  ready  and  willing  to  heal 
and  releafe,  to  reflore  and  pardon  ?  fee,  with 
what  infinite  companion,  he   received,   he 
accsfted,  and  he  bleft   this  paralytic,  who 
had  not   motives  in   any    degree   equal   to 
ours,  to   ftir   up  his   faith,  and  to   animate 
him  in  his  approach  to  the  Redeemer  !  he, 
— who   knew  not,  that    this    divine    Lord 
left  his  father's  bofom,  and  came  into  the 
world  folely  to  fave  finners :  he  who  knew 
not,  that  he  died  upon  the  crofs  for  the  fins 
pf  men,  and  rofe  again   for   their  juflifica- 
ticn  :  he   who  knew  not,  that  all  power  in 

heaven 
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heaven  and  earth  was  given  him,  that  the 
human  nature  in  Chriji  was  fo  exalted  to 
the  right  hand  of  the  father,  that  with  it 
and  thro*  it,  as  our  king,  prieft  and  head, 
he  is  willing  to  reftore,  fave  and  glorify 
our  wretched  and  corrupt  nature:  he  who 
knew  not  that  in  companion  to  his  people, 
he  had  affigned  to  his  miniftry  upon  earth 
the  power  of  abfolution,  and  promifed  to  be 
and  work  efficaciouily  with  and  by  this  mini- 
ftry,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. — He 
who  had  not  the  knowledge  of  thefe  great 
and  bleffed  truths,  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen 
his  faith,  yet  was  brought  with  all  his 
infirmities  to  the  fovereign  reftorer  of  fallen 
human  nature,  yet  was  prefented,  refer- 
able fon  of  affli&ion,  to  the  companionate 
regard  of  the  adorable  JESUS,  and  fee, 
what  glorious  fruits  crown'd  this  his  Ap- 
plication ! 

He  is  always  the  fame  Lord,  equally 
willing  to  hear,  equally  able  to  fave  :  and, 
according  to  his  fure  promife,  always  prefent 
in  his  word  and  facraments  to  blefs  thofe 
who  come  to  him.  Fail  not  therefore,  my 
beloved  brethren,  as  ever  you  deiire  to  ex- 
perience his  love  and  favour,  fail  not  to 

ao- 
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roach  yon    hallo w'd   table   fpread  with 
the  facred  fymbols  of  ine  body  and 

blood,  and  where  he  is  fet  forth  before 
your  Eyes  as  crucified  afrefh  :  oh  fail  not 
there  to  prefent  yourfelves  before  him,  with 
all  your  fins  and  all  your  forrows :  there 
cafe  yourfelves  at  the  footftool  of  his 
mercy,  there  humbly  offer  up  yourfelves 
unto   him;    confefs    yourfelves     wretched, 

k,  impotent  paralytics^  unable  of  your- 
felves to   help  yourfelves,  and  with  groan- 
..otbe  uttered  in  filent  humi- 
expect  the  mercies  of  his  healing 
power  :  fear  not  then,  but  if  thus  you  pre- 
fent unto    him  a  fin-lick  foul,  if  thus  you 

id  his  one  fufficient  lacrifice  and  fatis- 

not,  but   he    will   mew  his 

wonted  cornpaffion,    bid   you   be  of  good 

»r,  releafe  you  from  all  your   fins,  and 
enable  you  to  walk  and  to  glorify  him. 

ut  expect  not  thefe  bleffings,  if  you  apply 
not  to  him  for  them  in  ft  and  thro' thefe 

means  which  he  hath  ordained,  and  parti- 
cularly  the  blefled  communion:  And  fay, 

you   profefs  your  followers   and 

ants  of  this  Mafler  ;  can    you    in   his 
church  confefs  yourfelves  miferabie  finnerr, 

and 
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and  there  implore  his  pardon  and  grace : 
can  you  bear  his  name,  ye  chrijiians,  ye 
anointed  of  the  Lord  -,  can  you  recollect, 
that  his  bleeding  crofs  was  marked  upon 
your  foreheads  in  your  xhappy  infant  days  : 
can  you  ftill  acknowledge  in  your  daily 
prayers,'  your  conftant  want  of  his  grace, 
your  fpiritual  palfy,  and  utter  incapa- 
city to  any  thing  that  is  good, — word, 
thought  or  wTork  :  can  you  refiecr.  on  thefe- 
things,  men  and  brethren,  and  ftill  abfent 
yourfeives  from  that  feaft,  that  means  of 
grace  and  fpiritual  ftrength,  whereto  ye 
have  been  fo  often  invited,  which  ye  have 
fo  often  refufed  to  attend,  and  which,  you 
well  know,  if  you  continue  to  refufe,  you 
can  have  no  life  in  you,  you  can  have  no 
ftrength,  you  can  have  no  grace, — you  can 
have  no  love  for  that  fufferine  Jefus,   who, 

O     -J 

when  overwhelmed  with  the  burden  of  y 
fins,  when  exceeding  forrowful,  forrowful 
even  unto  death,  on  that  laft  night  which 
he  fpent  on  earth,  thus  tenderly  and  ear- 
neftly  requeued  you  all,  left  this  as  his  laft 
and  dying  command — Do  THIS  in  remem* 
kfance  of  ME  /  if  this  word  cf  fuch  a  Lord, 

and 
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and  fuch  a  Saviour,  who  hath  the  keys  of 
death  as  well  as  of  life,  who  can  deftroy  in 
hell,  as  well  as  fave  in  heaven,  if  this  can 
have  no  effedr.  upon  you,  cannot  perfuade 
you  to  leave  fin,  to  forfake  the  love  of  the 
world,   and  to  come  with  humble  faith  and 
repentance,  acknowledging  yourfelves  lefs 
than  the  lean:  of  all   his  mercies,  — certain  I 
am,  no  words  of  mine  can  in  the  leaft  pre- 
vail s  but  I  will   not  ceafe  to   entreat    our 
companionate   high-prieft  on  your  behalf: 
Oh  may  he   hear  and  grant  my  petitions  : 
and  make  his  own  Words  effe&ual  to  your 
happy  remembrance  of  him  here,  that,-fo 
you  may  be  all  remembred  of  him,  when 
he  cometh  in  his  glory  !  &c. 


The 
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PART      II. 


St.  Luke  v.    21. 

And  the  Scribes  and  the  Pkarifees  began 
to  reafon  faying,  Who  is  this  which  fpeaketh 
blajphemies  ?  Who  can  forgive  fins,  but  God 
alone  ? 

^BOOO*  H  E  two  principal  doctrines, 
W  T  W  which  we  gather  from  this  great 
^v  ,v^v  ,^K  miracle  wrought  by  our  Lord, 
are, 

lft,  That  all  natural  evils,  of  whatever 
fort  or  kind,  are  the  effects  and  punishments 
of  fin;  and, 

2dly,  That  Chrifi  is  the  divine  Lord  and 
Saviour,  able  to  forgive  fin,  and  fo  to  re- 
move its  punifhments,  as  he  abundantly 
proved    himfdf   by  the    prefent  inftance, 

which 
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which    I    come   now,    in    order,    to   con* 

fider. 

The  captious  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  who 
like  too  many  modern  hearers,  fat  to  hear 
our  Lord  with  no  intent  to  receive  his  di- 
vine word  into  their  hearts,  and  to  take  his 
eafy  yoke  upon  them,  —  but  merely  to  find 
fome  occalion  of  blame  and  cenfure,  and 
to  lay  fuch  hold  of  his  words,  that  they 
might  if  poffible  bring  him  into  judgment 
and  condemnation  ;  —  They,  upon  our 
Lord's  faying  to  the  Paralytic,  Son,  thy  fins 
be  forgiven  thee  —  thought,  they  had  got 
a  proper  handle ;  and  though  they  dared 
not  fpeak  openly  before  him,  what  they 
wickedly  thought  in  their  hearts  j  yet  we 
are  told  that  they  began  to  reafon  and  to 
fay   within  themfelves, this  man  blaf- 

methy  —  who  is  this  which  fpeaketh  blaf- 
phemies?  —  And  as  blafphemy  was  a  capi- 
tal crime,  they  knew  if  they  could  once 
adjudge  and  condemn  him  of  this,  there 
was  no  need  of  any  further  witnefs  to  re- 
move fo  hated  a  gueft  from  amongft 
n. 

And  their  reafoning  was  juft,  but  their 
conclufion  ication  evidently  felft, 

not- 
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not  to  fay  impious ;  who  can  forgive  fins, 
faid  they,  but  God  alone  ?  This  was  and  is 
the  allowed  and  undoubted  privilege  of  the 
deity  alone  —  ^ovii  ts  geot. —  And  we  ne- 
ver read  of  its  being  communicated  to  any 
man.  Herein  they  had  the  authority  of 
the  fcripture  on  their  fide :  I  even,  I  am  he 
that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgre (pons  for  mine 
own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins. 
—  In  thofe  days  and  in  that  time,  ( faith  the 
Lord)  the  iniquity  of  Ifrael  fall  be  fought 
for,  and  there  fall  be  none,  and  the  /ins  of 
Judah,  and  they  fall  not  be  fund,  for  I 
will  pardon  them  whom  I  refer ve.  1,  even 
I,  am  the  Lord,  and  be/ides  me  there  is  no 
Saviour.  Bleffed  is  the  man  unto  whom 
the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity  *.  And 
as  forgivenefs  of  fins  is  thus  the  un- 
doubted prerogative  of  God,  they  rea- 
foned  right,  when  they  faid,  who  can  for* 
give  fins  but  God  alone?  but  they  erred 
grievouily  in   their  application,    this  ,  man 

*  Ifai.xYu.  25.     Jer.  1.  20.      Ifai.xl'ui.  11.     Pfal 
xxxii.  2.     Grotius  on    the  place   thinks,  that  a  more 
immediate  reference  was  made  by  the  Pharifees  to 
pafTage,  in  Job  xiv,  4.    Which  the  C'oaldee  Para* 
thus  expounds,  Who  can   make  him  clean,  that  is  a 
with  fins,  except  God,  who  alone  is  able  \o  forgive  Ji::s  ? 

jpc. 
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fp>aketh  blafphemics :  not  confidering  that 
this  was  the  diftinguifhing  and  allowed 
charadteriftic  of  their  Meffiah,  whom  God 
anointed  to  be  the  Saviour  of  his  people, 
whom  they  expected  to  favethem  from  their 
fins,  and  to  bring  redemption  to  his  lfrael ; 
and  whom  they  fhould  have  concluded  this 
fame  Jtfas  to  have  been,  who  thus  not 
only  claimed,  but  proved  to  a  fenfible  de- 
monftration,  that  he  really  had  the  power  to 
forgive  fins  ? 

But  inftead  of  this  they  charged  him 
with  blafphemy,  who  is  this  that  blafphemeth, 
faid  they :  and  here  you  fee  the  depth 
of  their  malice  :  for  blafphemy  was  a  capi- 
tal crime,  and  you  may  remember,  that 
therefore  the  high-prieft  and  the  people 
adjudged  our  Saviour  to  be  guilty  of  death: 
Then  the  high  Prieft  rent  his  clothes,  faying, 
he  hath  Jpoken  Blafphemy,  what  farther 
need  have  we  of  wiincffes  ?  Behold  now  ye 
have  heard  his  Blafphemy  :  What  think  ye? 
They  anfwered  he  is  guilty  of  death  *.  There 
are  three  forts  of  blafphemy —  three  ways 
whereby  the  fame  and  honour  of  the  great 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  65. 

God 
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God  is  i?2Jured*  -,  ift,  When  any  thing  is 
attributed  to  God,  which  is  unworthy  of 
him,  and  derogates  from  his  majefty.  2d, 
When  any  thing  is  denied  to  him,  which 
is  worthy  of  and  belongs  to  him.  And, 
3d,  When  any  one  attributes  to  himfelf  or 
another,  that  which  is  the  peculiar  and  in- 
communicable property  of  God.  This  lafl 
is  the  blafphemy,  wherewith  the  fcribes 
and  pharifees  here,  (as  the  high  prieir,  and 
the  people  in  the  paffage  above)  charged 
our  Saviour:  as  claiming  and  attributing  to 
himfelf  an  allowed  incommunicable  privi- 
lege of  the  deity,  namely  forgvvencfs  cj  fins. 

Thus  ftands  the  accufation  of  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees  againft  our  Lord  -,  and  be- 
caufe  it  was  and  is  the  proper  and  pecu- 
liar office  of  Chrift,  nay  the  very  intent  of 
his  coming  into  the  world,  to  take  away 
and  forgive  the  fins  of  men,  the  Lamb  of 
God  ordained  from  the  beginning  to  that 
very  purpofe  —  the  holy  Jefus,  fo  called, 
becaufe  he  mould  fave  his  people  from 
their  fins  ;  therefore  for  our  comfort 
and  eftablimment  in  this  moft  important 
article  of  our  faith,  and  for  the  conviction 

of 
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of  thofe  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  and  all  fu- 
ture captious  infidels,  he  fully  demonftrates 
in  the  fequel,  that  he  hath  the  power  to 
forgive  fins  on  earth,  and  that  it  is  blaf- 
phemy  of  the  higheft  fort  to  deny  him 
this  power. 

It  is  our  wifdom  and  duty  to  attend 
carefully  to  his  divine  words  and  ads 
leaft  we  rob  him  of  this  privilege, 
wherein  be  rejoiceth,  and  fo  commit  biaf- 
phemy  againft  him  in  a  matter  of  the  near- 
eft  confequence  to  our  own  fouls.  The 
following  arguments  are  fumcient  to  con- 
vince any  unprejudiced  mind,  of  the  true 
divinity  of  Chrijf,  of  his  really  pofTeffing 
thofe  attributes  of  the  deity >  which  are  in- 
communicable ;  and  yet  with  forrow  we 
fee  numbers,  not  only  privately  but  pub- 
lickly  from  the  prefs  declaring  their  difbe- 
lief  of  his  divinity,  and  fo  necefiarily,  of 
his  power  to  forgive  fins — for  who  can  for- 
give fins  but  God  alone  ?  and  thus  of  confe- 
quence, heaping  up  to  themfelves  damnation? 
For  if  Chrifl  be  not  Gody  he  cannot  forgive 
fins :  and  if  HE  cannot  forgive  us  our  fins, 
(as  we  are  all  finners,  and  want  forgivenefs, 
without  which,  we  cannot  be  reconcil'd  to 
God,) — we  muft  die,  eternally  die  in  them  : 

2  for 
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for  infallible  truth  allures  us,  that  there 
is  no  other  Saviour,  and  no  other  poffible 
Salvation,  than  that  which  he  offers ! — But 
bleffed  be  his  adorable  goodnefs,  he  hath 
given  us  fufficient  proof,  abundant  evidence, 
that  he  is  the  God,  able  and  willing  to  par- 
don !  For, 

lit:,  When  the  Pharifees  faid  and  reafon'd 
thus,  within  themf elves,  and  in  their  own 
hearts,  that  fefus  ought  not  to  claim  to 
himfelf  this  divine  property  of  forgiving 
fins  3  he  does  not  wait,  you  ofeferve,  till 
they  openly  vent  their  thoughts,  but  im- 
mediately perceiving  in  his  fpirit  *,  as '  St. 
Mark  emphatically  expreffeth  it,  that  they 
fo  reafoned  within  themfelves  —  he  faid 
unto  them,  why  reafon  ye  theft:  things 
in  your  hearts  ?  i^nd  as  this  too  is  the  pro- 
perty and  attribute  of  the  deity  only  to  fee 
and  know  the  very  thoughts  and  intents 
of  the  heart  —  For  then  only  knowefl  the 
hearts    of  the  children   of  men,    faith    Sob- 


*  Tu  7rv£V(AX7i  oc-Ji-s,  his  divine  tldtUYe,  <3*&  £v  %p»r«  $vff*4i 
as  Grotius  abundantly  proves  in  his  very  learned  and  ufe- 
lul  note  on  this  place,  which  fee. 

N°.  5.  N  men} 
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men  ::: ■  -,  and  it  is  God  alone  that  fearcheth 
hearts  and  the  reins.  —  As  this  too  was 
another  of  the  undoubted  and  incommu- 
nicable privileges  of  God,  when  Jejus  thus 
openly  declared  to  the  Pharifees,  what  they 
thought  in  the  fecret  and  moft  inmoft  re- 
cedes of  their  fouls ;  it  was  natural  for 
them  to  have  concluded  from  hence,  that 
the  fame  divine  power  which  could  fee 
and  fearch  into  the  heart,  muft  be  able  alfo 
to  forgive  fins.  And  therefore,  that  it  could 
be  no  blafphemy  in  him  to  claim  to  him- 
felf  the  power  of  forgiving  fins,  who  mani- 
feftly  himfelf  fhewed  to  be  God,  by  perceiv- 
ing the  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  which  upon 
the  teftimony  of  their  own  fcriptures  and 
experience,  no  mere  man  could  do  :  And 
this  is  fuch  an  evidence  of  the  divinity  of 
Ghrijl,  as,  one  would  conceive,  not  very 
eafy  to  be  difputed  or  gainfayed. 

*   2  Chron,   vi.   30.      1    Kings  xvi.  7,     The   Greek 
Epigram  in  the  Jnthologia  ii>  very  pieafing    upon   this 

Ov  7.r,csiq  at  0s  ov  aoi  Xoy^ofAtfoq. 

Your  aft  ions  may  be  hid  from  human  eyes, 
Your  very  thoughts  the  deity  defcries. 

lid, 
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II.  In  St.  Matthew  he  declares  them  td 
be  wicked  and  impious  thoughts  that  even  fuf- 
pecl  Chrijl  not  to  have  this  power  of  forgive- 
nefs.  Wherefore  think  ye  evil  *,  in  your 
hearts?  much  more  then  muft  we,  and  ought 
they,  to  have  concluded,  that  he  is  poffeiTed 
of  this  divine  power,  which  it  were  an  evil, 
an  impious  thing  even  to  think  or  to  fufpcfl: 
him  not  pofTeffed  of. 

But,  Hid,  he  confirms  and  fully  proves* 
that  he  had  this  power  by  the  miracle 
which  he  wrought,  reftoring  full  and  per- 
fect health  by  a  word  only  to  a  paralytic 
otherwife  incurable.  The  method  of  his 
reafoning,  and  the  confequences  which  he 
draws,  deferve  attention  :  Whether  ^  faid  he, 
is  eafier  to  fay  thy  fns  be  forgiven  thee,  or 

to  fay  arife  and  walk, "  Which  do  you, 

Pharifees,  think   the    eafier  of  theft  two? 
neither  of  them  in  truth  is  eafy  f ,  each 

above 


*  Tlowpx. 


f  St.  Chryfofiom  and  St.  Aujfih  both  obferve,  "  that 
firft,  it  was  more  difficult  to  forgive  fins,  than  to  cure  a 
paralytic  ;  yea,  than  to  create  the  heavens  and  the  earthj 
becaufe  the  (inner  as  being  the  enemy  of  God,  is  more 
difbnt,  at  a  greater  remove  from  God  than  the  earth  cr 
nothing ;  magis  diftat  a  Deo,  quam  morbus,  aut  nihil. 
N   %  Ar;J 
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abcve  all  human,  and  to  be  performed  only 
by  divine  power,  of  which  I,  the  Son  of 
man,  am  pofferTed  in  my  own  right :  and 
therefore  both  are  equally  eafy  to  me, 
ifrbo  can  Jpeaky  and  it  (J: all  be  done,  who  can 
command  and  it  Jl:all  It  and  fafl.  You  per- 
haps may  think  it  more  eafy  to  fay,  thy  fins 
forgiven  thee —  not  becaufe,  upon  your 
own  conceflions,  it  requires  lefs  power  to 
forgive  fins  than  to  heal  the  fick  of  the 
palfey ;  but  becaufe  the  effect  of  thofe 
words  is  unfeen,  and  uncertain,  fo  that  it 
cannot  be  made  manifeft  to  the  outward 
fenfes,  whether  they  have  any  real  effica- 
cy or  not.  That  therefore  you  may  have 
an  outward  and  fenfible  proof,  that  I  do 
not  falfly,  arrogantly  and  blafphemoufly 
claim  to  myfelf  the  power  of  forgiving  fins, 

And,  2dly,  becaufe  forgivenefs  of  fins  is  of  an  higher 
order  than  nature  or  natural  powers,  for  it  belongs  to 
the  order  of  grace,  and  brings  that  with  it,  but  grace 
is  the  higheft  participation  of  the  divinity,  &c"  Eu- 
febius  Gallitanus,  as  quoted  and  tran dated  by  Bifhop 
Smalibrook,  Vindication,  vol.  II.  p.  249,  obferves,  '  whe- 
ther is  caficr,  &o  each  of  them  is  very  eafy,  i.  e.  to  God. 
but  to  forgive  fins,  or  to  fuuply  ftrength  to  the  paralytic 
for  rifing  and  walking,  is  a  difficult  work.  But  be- 
caufe the  one  was  invifible,  and  the  other  vifible,  he 
proves  that  which  was  invifible  by  what  was  vifible,  that 
whilft  they  fee  him  exercife  power  upon  the  body,  they 
may  be  .  his  power  over  the  foul." 

bus 


The  Paralytic  cured.  197 

but  am  really  poffefied  of  this  divine 
prerogative  —  that  ye  may  know  that  the 
Son  of  man  hath  power  on  earth  to  forgive 
Jins  —  behold,  I  will  convince  your  fenfes, 
of  the  efficacy  of  my  words,  "  Thou,  oh 
Paralytic,  at  my  command,  arife  take  up  thy 
bid  and  walk"  And  now  that  he,  imme- 
diately riling  up  before  you,  gives  you  thus 
the  mod  undeniable  evidence,  that  I  do 
not  falfly  arrogate  to  myfelf  the  power  of 
healing  ;  therefore  you  ought  not  to  doubt, 
or  to  judge  me  blaiphemous,  when  I  fay, 
thy  Jins  are  forgiven^  feeing  the  fame  word 
or  the  fame  power,  though  exercifed  on 
different  fubjedls,  rnuft  have  the  fame 
efficacy ;  from  this  outward  fign,  rather 
mould  you  be  convinced,  that  I  truly  have, 
as  I  profefs,  the  power  to  forgive  fins,  tho' 
that,  as  being  internal,  is  invifible,  and  not 
obvious  to  the  outward  fenfes  ,  and  that 
my  wordy  by  which  I  prom  lie  and  confer 
remifiion  of  fins,  hath  as  certain  and  pre- 
vailing an  effedr,  as  when  I  fay,  rife  up  and 
walk.  As  the  one,  which  you  muft  con- 
fefs  an  act  of  divine  power,  is  manifeft  to 
your  fenfes,  fo  mould  you  conclude,  that 
the  fame  divine  power  will  accompany  the 
N  3  fame 
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fame  divine  word  to  the  forgivenefs  of  fins; 
though  that  as  a  fpiritual  act  cannot  come 
Cght  and  cognizance  of  fenfe  * 
but  of  faith." 

:h  is  the  force  of  our  Saviour's  rea- 
foning  and  the  conclusions  which  natu- 
rally follow  his  words :  So  that  from  hence 
he  abundantly  mews,  that  he,  the  Son  of 
man,  the  Meffiah,  for  the  Son  of  man  was 
a  known  and  acknowledged  title  of  the 
Meffiah,  —  that  he  who  in  his  humiliation 

found   even  as  another  man,   has  the 
power  to  forgive  fins,  in  his  own  right,  and 

by  his  own  authority (that  the  Son  of 

man  hath,  I  fay,  &c.)  not  as  a  minifter  or 
fervant,  but  as  the  Son,  the  Mediator  and 
Lord.     He  himfelf,  as  a  further  con  fir  ma- 

*  Homo  corporeis  otulis,  (fays  St,  Cyril/,)  non  cernii 
an  peccata  dimijpi  feint.  A  man  does  not  fee  with  cor- 
poreal fight  whether  fins  are  forgiven  or  not.  Biftiop 
Smallbrock  from  St.*Cbryfofloj/i,  obferves  that  this  miracle 
js  really  one  of  the  greateft  in  all  its  circumftances  that 
was  performed  by  JefttS)  for  here  are  feveral  miracles  in 
one  j  namely  Jfus's  forgivenefs  of  the  fins  of  theParaly-^ 
tic,  as  acknowledged  to  be  performable  by  Gcd  alone  •>  his 
knowledge  of  the  moft  fccrct  thoughts  of  his  audience: 
his  inftantaneous  refloring  to  perfect,  health  and  vigour 
the  Paralytic;  which  was  an  unanfwerable  proof  of 
the  effectual  though  invifible  forgivenefs  of  his  fins,  &5V. 
See  Vindication,  vol.  II.  p.  237. 

tion 
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tion  hereof,  gave  it  in  commifiion  to  his  a- 
poftles,    and     their    fucceflbrs,     that   they 
fhould   forgive    fins,    whofejlever   fns    ye 
forgive,  &c.  this  they  were  to  do  as  acting 
under  his  fovereign  rule,  as  ministers,  wit- 
neffes  and  fervants,  and   forgiving  only  in 
the  perfon  of  Chrijl  *9   who   hath   all  power 
to  forgive  and  pardon  :    a  power,  which  he 
hath  merited,  by  his  full  fatisfaftion  for  fin 
on  the  crofs  ;  which,  as  Mediator,  he  hath 
received    from    the  Father,  for   the  Father 
hath  committed  all  judgment   to  the  Son,  and 
power  over  all  fief!:,  that  he  Jljozdd  give  eter- 
n al  life  ~\-  -,  and  which  he  poffefles  inherent- 
ly, as  being  God,  the  very  and  true  God, 
equal  with  the  Father    and  the  holy  Spirit, 
three  Perfons  but  one  God,  which  the  pre- 
fent  miracle  abundantly  proves  him  co  be, 
from  the  Pharifees  own  conceffion.     For 
none  but  God   alone,   nothing  lefs  than   the 
DEITY*  could  forgive  fins,   Jfus  did  for- 
give   fins,    as     removing    its    punifliment 
fhewed  even  to  a  fenfible   demonftration  ; 
therefore  JESUS  was  and  is  the  very   and 
true  GOD. 

*  2  Cor.  ii.  10. 

f  John  v.  22.  and  xvii.  2. 

N  4  And 
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And,  as  he  is  thus  the  God  who  only 
hath  power  to  forgive  fins,  oh  let  us  take 
efpecial  heed,  that  we  apply  to  him  in  the 
behalf  of  our  own  fouls,  whofe  they  are  and 
to  whom  they  belong,  for  he  hath  redeem- 
ed them  by  his  own  blood — he  died  for  all, 
that  they  which  live  JhovJd  not  henceforth  live 
unto  themfelves  but  unto  him,  which  died  for 
them,  and  rofe  again  * :  If  we  reject  this 
dying,  bleeding  and  glorified  Saviour,  let  us 
tremble  to  think,  that  there  remaincth  no  more 
facrif.cc  for  fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  look- 
ing for  judgment  and  fiery  indignation  which 
f:all  devour  all  fuch  unbelieving  adverfaries 
of  his  Crofs  and  paffion  t :  And  if  we 
pretend  to  believe,  and  do  not  dedicate 
ourfelves,  to  his  love  and  fervice,  but  live  to 
cur/elves,  and  not  unto  him,  we  are  in  no  lefs 
danger;  for  he  came  to  fave  us  by  redeem- 
ing us  from  our  fins,  not  by  redeeming 
us  in  them. 

The  Paralytic  before  he  obtained  tills 
bleffing  of  forgivenefs  of  fins  and  found- 
nefs  of  body,  was  brought  to  Chriffc,  and 
prefented  with  all  his  miferies,  before  him, 

*   Cor.  v.  15. 
f  2  Htb.  x.  26. 
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as  an  object  worthy  of  his  companion. 
Had  not  this  been  done,  he  would  not 
have  received  thefe  bleffings ;  fo  neither, 
be  allured,  can  you  ever  receive  pardon  and 
fpiritual  health  from  him,  who  alone  is  able 
to  forgive  and  comfort,  unlefs  true  faith 
bring  you  unto  him  with  all  your  fins  and 
ail  your  forrows,  and  caufe  you  to  wait 
for  his  pardoning  grace  and  healing  hand, 
in  thofe  means  which  he  himfelf  hath  or- 
dained, as  inftruments  to  convey  this  grace 
and  health  to  our  fouls: 

Soon  as  forgiven  and  reftored,  the  Para- 
lytic you  fee  demonftrated  the  reality  of 
the  cure,  and  the  gratefulnefs  of  his  mind. 
He  arofe  up  before  them,  tcclz  up  that  whereon 
he  lay,  went  forth  before  them  all,  that  they 
might  all  fee  jthere  was  perfecl  foundnefs 
reftored  to  him,  and  with  his  couch  on  his 
fhoulders,  departed  to  his  own  houje,  that  not 
only  thofe  who  were  prefent,  but  the  whole 
city  likewife  might  be  witneffes  of  this 
great  miracle,  which  he  failed  not  to  fpread 
abroad,  pubiickly  and  openly  glorifying.  God, 
who  had  done  fo  great  things  both  for  the 
cure  of  his  body  and  the  falvation  of  his 
•Jill.—  So  thou,  O  man,  when    upon  thy 

iincere 
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fincere  application  to  Cbriji,  He  Jh  all  forgive 
thee  allthv  fins,  and  heal  all  thine  infirmities  \ 
fail  not  to  walk  in  his  ways,  to  arife  from 
thy  bed  of  fin,  to  leave  thy  former  iniqui- 
ties; and  to  fhew,  by  thy  life  of  love  and 
gratitude,  the  fenfe  thou  haft  of  the  inefti- 
mable  bleffings  conferred  upon  thee  by 
thy  redeeming  God,  thus  delivering  thee 
from  the  dead  ftate  of  fin,  and  its  fure 
wages,  death  eternal !  thus  enabling  thee  to 
live  anew  unto  him,  to  fhew  forth  his 
praife  by  a  life  of  obedience  and  thankful- 
nefs,  which  others  beholding  may  be  fil- 
led with  an  holy  and  godly  fear,  and  be  led 
to  glorify  thy  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

Such  was  the  coniequence  of  the  mira- 
cle to  the  people  who  were  at  that  time 
eye- witne fie s  of  it:  They  were  all  amazed 
and  faidy  we  have  feen  fi range  things  to-day 
—  we  never  few  it  en  this  fafljion. — And 
reafon  good  there  was  for  admiration,  to 
fee  him,  who  but  now,  fixed  upon  a  bed 
like  a  dead  carcafs,  was  carried  by  four, 
and  to  whom  this  crowd  refufed  an  en- 
trance to  Chtifity  as  judging  his  cafe  def- 
perate,  his  difeafe  incurable  —  to  fee  him 

*  Pfa!.  ciii.  3. 

arife 
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arife  from  this  bed,  and  with  fornuchftrength. 
and  agility  as  to  be  able  himfelf  to  carry  it, 
to  fee  him  with  this  on  his  ihoulders  walk 
forth  amongft  them,  and  depart,  glorifying 
the  great  God,  to  his  own  houfe !  no  won- 
der they  were  amazed  at  this  fight.     They 
were  filled  with  fear  alfo,  an  awful   reve- 
rential  fear  of  him,    who  had  performed 
this    ftupendous    work  ;    a  fear    left   they 
fhould    fpeak  or    think  unworthily  of  the 
peribn,  doctrines,  and  mighty  deeds  ofChrijl, 
whom  they  could  not  but  efteem,  in  the 
loweft  view,  a  great  prophet  indeed  rifen 
up  amongft  them.     And   being  thus  filled 
with  awful  fear,  they  gave  glory  to  the  God 
of  heaven,  they   glorified   God*,  attributing 
glory,  and  honour,  and   praife  unto   him, 
wTho  had  given  fuch  power  of  healing  bo- 
dily evils  and  of  forgiving  fins  unto  men  t, 
that  is,  to  the  human  nature  in  Chrifi,  who 
now  appeared  as    a    man   amongft  them. 
For  they  did  not  then  fu iliciently  and  truly 

*  Revel,  xi.  13. 

T  The  learned  Coccelus  is  of  opinion  that  men  here 
refers  to  the  men  cured  by  J^fas-i  givmfuih  power  to  rnmy 
that  is,  of  receiving  remiffion  of  fins,  and  bodily  health. 
But  the  interpretation  I  have  followed  feems  far  pre- 
ferable. 

under- 
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undcrftand,  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  that  great 
cry  of  godli?2tjsy  namely,  that  he  was 
God  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  and  that  the 
power  and  authority  of  pardoning  fins  was 
given  to  him,  the  true  Meffiah  and  only 
Mediator  ;  they  did  not  through  the  veil  of 
flefh,  fee  the  divinity  dwelling  within,  his 
glory.  But  this  was  the  beginning  of  faith 
and  a  defireable  ftep  to  more  complete 
knowledge ;  therefore  Chriji  did  not  quench 
the fmoaking  fax ,  but  kindled  it,  and  fhew'd 
himfelf  well  pleafed  with  thefe  beginnings 
of  faith  in  thofe,  who  thus  amazed,  were 
filled  with  holy  fear,  and  glorified  God  in 
him. 

But  how  much  more  doth  it  behove  us 
to  gjorify  God,  who  have  fo  full  a  know- 
ledge of  thefe  divine  truths,  who  know 
that  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given 
to  this  exalted  and  glorified  Saviour,  and 
that  unlefs  he  blot  out  our  mifdeeds,  they 
muft  remain  forever  to  bear  teflimony  a- 
gainft  us, — fince  it  is  he  alone  who  blotteth 
out  our  trefpaffes,  who  taketh  away  that 
dreadful  hand-writing,  which  is  againfl  us! 
And  oh,  that  under  a  due  {cnk  hereof,  all 
of  you  who  have  now  heard  the  hiftory  of 

this 
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this  wonderful  miracle  wrought  by  the  Son 
of  man,  this  indifputable  proof  which  he 
hath  given  you.  of  his  all-fufficiency  to 
fave  and  to  heal  ;  oh  that  like  thofe  who 
faw  it,  you  would  ferioufly  lay  it  to  heart, 
that  fo  you  might  be  filled  with  holy  admi- 
ration and  godly  fear  ;  that  you  might  fo 
bring  it  home  to  your  own  fouls,  as  to  have 
everlafting  caufe  to  glorify  God  on  behalf 
of  this  Paralytic !  For  to  you  is  this  word  of 
falvation  fent  ;  for  you  was  this  cure  upon 
the  fick  of  the  pally  wrought  ;  to  you  are 
thefe  comfortable  words  addreffed,  would 
you  but  liften  to  them  with  the  ears  of  faith, 
cc  Son  be  of  good  chcar,  thy  Jins  are  forgiven 
thee  —  the  work  is  done  for  thee,  the  ran- 
fom  is  paid,  the  debt  is  difcharged,  the 
Lamb  of  God  is  flain,  all  is  ready  if  thou 
wilt  but  approach,  afk  and  receive  with  hum- 
ble penitence  and  fteadfaft  faith — thy  foul 
fick  of  the  palfey  (hall  then  be  cured,  thy 
faculties  fhall  all  be  reftored,  and  thou, 
through  almighty  grace,  {halt  be  enabled, 
to  arife  to  walk  and  glorify  GOD/' 

But  who  hath  believed  our  report  ?— who 
aredifpoied  to  turn  their  eyes  inwards,  and 
to  contemplate  their  fouls,    thus   lying  fick 

of 
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of  the  palfey,  thus  dead  to  every  good  work, 
thus  difabled  in  every  faculty  ? — They  are 
not  fick,  and  therefore  have  no  need  of  a 
phyfician ;  this,  like  the  crofs  to  the  Greeks, 
is  mere  foolifhnefs  to  them :  this  like  Paul's 
divine  wifdomto  FeJ'his,  is  the  very  depth  of 
madnefs.     But,  firmer,  of  whatfoever  rank 
or  degree,  age  or  fex  thou  art,  high  or  low, 
rich  or  poor,  bond  or  free,  father  or   mo- 
ther, youth  or  child,  this, be  affured,  this  is  a 
lively  reprefentation  of  thy  Soul,   while  ly- 
ing in  fin,  while  unredeemed  by  the  faving 
power  of  Jefm  Chrijl ;  In  the  palfy  of  the 
body,  thro'  the  prevalence  of  evil  and  nox- 
ious humours,  there  is  a  general  relaxation 
of  all  the  nerves,    by  means  whereof  the 
members  are  render'd  in  a  manner  dead,or  at 
lead,  difabled  from  difcharging  any  of  their 
proper  functions:    in  the  palfy  of  the  foul, 
thro'  the  mighty  and  inbred  power  of  that 
original   corruption,    that   drop   of  hellifh 
poifon,    which  infufed  by  the  infernal  fer- 
pent,    hath   tainted  all  human  nature,  the 
faculties    are   fo    depraved,   and    corrupted 
that    the     foul   is    incapable  of    exerting 
iffelf  in  any  operations  of  the  fpiritual  and 
divine    life,    but   fix'd   as  it  were,   to   its 

bed, 
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bed,  by  a  will  prone  to  evil  and  concu- 
pifcence,  it  is  dead,  while  it  liveth,  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  And  till  it  feels  its 
mifery,  fees  its  wretchednefs,  and  is  fenfible 
of  its  danger,  fuch  a  Soul  will  never  put 
forth  one  longing  wifh  to  come  to  Chriji  : 
foon,  as  by  God's  grace,  its  wants  are  dif- 
cerned,  the  finfulnefs  of  fin  feen  in  the 
pure  glafs  of  God's  moft  holy  law,  and  the 
wap-es  of  it  difcover'd  in  its  fatisfacftion  and 

o 

punifhment,  then  thro'  all  the  oppositions 
of  fatan,  the  fcandals  of  the  world,  the 
judgments  of  the  flefh,  it  will  labour  to 
be  brought  to  Chrift,  to  lay  all  its  fins  and 
all  its  forrows,  with  true  remorfe,  open  be- 
fore him,  and  will  count  every  thing  but 
lofs,  fo  be  it  may  win  the  love  and  gain  the 
favour  and  foro;ivenefs  of  this  divine  Re- 
deemer  !  And  when  thus  awaken'd  by  his 
word,  feen  in  its  fpiritual  extent  and  force* 
when  thus  brought  by  true  faith  and  repent- 
ance, conceived  from  that  fame  word  by 
the  power  of  the  convincing  fpirit,  into  the 
prefence  of  Jejus,  to  thofe  holy  ordinances 
which  he  hath  ordained,  and  where  he 
hath  promifed  ever  to  be  prefent.-— He  will 
grant  unto  the  longing  foul  free   remiffion: 
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of  all  its  oftences,  he  will  abundantly  par- 
don :  "  For  he  pardoneth  and  abfolveth  all 
them,  that  truly  REPENTznd  unfeignedly 
BELIEVE  his  holy  gofpcl  *  "  And  as 
an  earneft  and  evidence  %  hereof  to  the  foul, 
he  will  renew  its  corrupted  and  depraved  na- 

-*-  The  render  vers'd  in  the  writings  of  the  fathers  will 
Toon  difcern  that  a  reference  is  made  all  thro'  the  above 
to  their  fpiritual  expofition  of  this  miracle,  while  care 
hath  been  taken  to  avoid  fome  feeming  abfurdities,  which 
the  recommendation  of  a  Wooljlon  have  render'd  more 
fufpicious.  St.  Aujl'in  explains  the  uncovering  of  the  Roof 
of  the  houfe  to  give  the  Paralytic  an  entrance  to  jfefus, 
by  opening  the  hidden  things  of  Scripture,  unveiling  the 
myfteries,  tecla,  id  eft,  operta  jcripturarum  operiat,  &c. 
Of  the  four  bearers  of  the  Paralytic,  &V,  Theophylacl 
Upon  Mark,  treats  thus,  "  I  am  paralytical  fince  the 
powers  of  my  foul  are  without  motion  or  operation  to- 
wards any  thing  that  is  good  ;  but  if  I  fhall  be  carried 
by  the  four  Evangelijls,  and  brought  by  them  to  our 
Lord,  then  mall  I  hear  him  fay,  thy  fens  are  forgiven 
thee**  St.  Gregory  in  his  23d  Book  of  Morals,  fays, 
What  is  meant,  by  the  Bed,  in  thefe  words  of  our 
.  take  up  thy  bed  and  walk,  but  the  lufi  of  the  fiejb  ? 
He  is  now  commanded,  when  whole,  to  carry  that, 
where  he  lav  when  infirm.  For  every  one  who  yet 
is  pleafed  with  carnal  delights,  lyeth  fick  in  the  luft  of 
the  flefh  ;  but  being  healed  he  carrieth  that  where  he 
lay,  becaufe  being  delivered  from  his  vices,  by  the  di- 
affiftance,  he  afterwards  bears  the  reproaches  and 
contumelies  of  the  fame  flem,  in  the  defircs  of  which 
he  formerly  rePced."  The  reader  defirous  of  feeing 
on  this  iubjecl  may  confult  St.  duftins  Evangelical 
is,  lib.  ii.  chap.  4.  and  ferm.  46. 

%  Concerning  the  evidences  of  remifiion,  I  {hall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  more  fully  in  a  iubfequent  fermon 
on  the  Thankful  penitent* 

lure 
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tare  by  his  divine  fpirit,  giving  it  new  and 
fpiritual  faculties,  that  fo  it  may  no  longer, 
weak  and  impotent  to  every  good  work,  lye 
in  the  bed  of  fin  ;  but  arife,  get  the  dominion 
over  it,  yield  its  members  as  inftruments  of 
righteoufnefs  unto  God,  and  walk  in  all  his 
holy  commandments,  glorifying  him  by  a  life 
dedicated  to  his  Honour,  and  a  heart  ever 
glowing  with  his  love,  which  &c* 


N 
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Luke  vii.  12. 

2V5rae>  wfo/z  &  ^?;;<f  nigh  to  the  gate  of  the  city, 
heboid,  there  was  a  dead  man  carried  out,  the 
only  Son  of  his  Mother,  and  fie  was  a  widow  j 
and  much  people  of  the  city  was  with  her. 

i^roOW  wonderful  are  the  difpenfa- 
(5  1^  w  tions  of  God's  providence  towards 
5&  M  his  children — how  little  caufe  have 

sU&^MJk  we  of  defpair  and  didrud  even  in 
the  blacked  night  of  affliction  ?  Who  would 
not  have  imagined,  that  God  had  indeed  for- 
gotten to  be  grat  ions,  and  in  anger  JJ:ut  up  his 
tender  mercies  from  this  poor  widow,  differing 
under  the  heavied  load,  and  travelling  beneath 
the  mod  oppreffive  burden  of  didrefs\?  de- 
prived of  her  Son,  of  her  only  Son,  of  her 

Son 


0?j  the  Widows  Son  tf/Nain.         211 

Son  In  the  flower  of  his  youth  *,  when  now 
he  might  have  repaid  his  mother's  toils,  and 
been  to  her  in  the  place  of  a  hufband,  — 
of  that  huiband,  whom  ilie  had  long  fince 
loft,  and,  miferable  deferted  widow,  whole 
lofs  was  fupportable  only  through  the  comfort 
of  this  child,  the  fwrvivitig  ima^e  of  his  de- 
parted  Father,  the  balm  of  all  her  grief,  the 
hope  of  her  afflicted  foul !  Who  now  fhall 
give  confolation  to  this  folitary  widow,  to  this 
lonely  parent,  bereaved  of  her  hulband,  de- 
prived of  her  child,  what  mifery  can  be  more 
complicated,  how  can  fhe  do  other,  than  re- 
fufe  to  be  comforted,  than  go  down  mourning  in- 
to the  grave  and  houfe  of  death  unto  her  huf* 
band  and  her  fon  ! 

And  the  melancholy  funeral  was  now  with 
flow  and  folemn  pomp  moving  towards  that 
houfe  and  grave  -,  ftruck  with  her  deep  dif- 
trefs  and  pitying  the  lad  cafe  of  this  unfortu- 
nate widow,  much  people  of  the  city,  many 
of  her  weeping  neighbours  attended,   fympa- 

*  Her  oily  fon — Store  is  Tome  mitigation  of  lofs  j  a- 
mongft  many  children  one  may  be  more  ealily  miffed  ;  for 
{till  we  hope  the  furviving  may  fupply  the  comforts  of  the 
dead;  but  when  all  our  hopes,  and  joys  mull  either  live 
or  die  in  one,  the  lofs  of  that  one  admits  of  no  confolation. 
Floiver  of  his  youth. — Our  decrepit  age  both  expetis  death 
and  folitits  it,  but  vigorous  youth  looks  ftrangelv  upon  that 
grim  ferjeant  of  God  j  Bimop  Hail,  See  Zachariab  xii.  10. 
and  Jer.  vi.  26. 

O  2  thifing 
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pathifing  with  her  in  this  great  affliction,  and 
touched  with  kind  companion,  on  account  of 
her  truly  deplorable  circumftances.  But  little 
relief  were  they  able  to  afford;  commiferation, 
though  grateful  to  the  oppreffed  foul,  can 
neither  reftore  the  hufband  nor  the  fon  ;  fub- 
miflion  and  patience  are,  in  death,  the  only 
leflbns  which  the  comforter  can  preach  or  the 
afflicted  learn. 

But  though  man  was  unable  to  relieve,  yet 
there  was  and  is  a  power  able  and  willing  to 
fave  and  relieve  to  the  uttermoft  -,  happy  for 
this  widow,  our  divine  redeemer  having  ma- 
nifefted  the  power  of  his  word  upon  the 
iervant  of  the  Centurion  at  Capernaum,  re- 
turning from  thence  directed  his  way  to  this 
little  city  of  Nain  :  a  large  company  of  peo- 
ple attended  him,  not  for  ftate,  but  for  the 
more  evidence  of  the  *  work;  and  his  wife 
providence  fo  ordered  his  journey,  that  at  the 


*  Henry  upon   the  place  obferves,    "  this  miracle  is  as 

well  attefted  as  can   be,  for  it  was  done  in  the  fight  of  two 

crowds,  that  met  in  cr  near  the  gate  of  the  city.     There 

was  a  crowd  of  difciples  and  other  people  attending  Chriji, 

a  crowd  of  relations  and  neighbours  attending  the  fu- 

nc\A   of  the   young  man.     Thus  there   was    a  fufficient 

number  to   atteft  the  truth   of  this   miracle,  for  it  was  a 

iter   proof  of    Chriffs   authority,  than  his  healing  of 

djfeafes;  for  bv  no  power  of  nature,  or  any  means  can  the 

be  rated." 


very 
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very  gate  of  the  city  *,  behold  —  he  meets 
this  mournful  funeral,  this  dead  man  carried 
out,  the  only  fon  of  his  mother,  and  Jke  was  a 
widow.  "  And  now  when  (lie  gave  up  her 
felf  for  a  forlorn  mourner,  paft  all  capacity 
of  redrefs,  the  God  of  comfort  meets  her, 
pities,  relieves  her :  here  was  no  folicitor  but 
his  own  compaffion,  when  the  Lord  Jaw  her, 
he  had  companion  on  her  :  In  other  occafions  he 
was  fought  and  fued  to,  the  Centurion  comes 
to  him  for  a  fervant,  the  Leper  for  himfelf, 
the  neighbours  for  the  paralytic  -j-  :  Here  he 

feeks 

*  It  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  Javijh  fepulchres, 
or  burying  places,  were  all  without  the  city.  See  Mat- 
thew xxvii.  60,  and  not  only  the  Jewijh,  but  thofe  of  other 
nations  alfo,  whence  as  Grotius  obferves  comes  the  expref- 
fion,  efferent,  of  carrying  out.  "And  certainly,  as  be  well 
obferves,  a  regard  to  the  public  health  requires  this,  which 
is  much  injured  by  the  (tench  exhaling  from  places  of  burial ; 
whence  it  is  to  be  admired  that  almoft  all  Chriftians  have 
agreed  to  have  their  churches  and  places  of  burial  together : 
a  cuftom  firit  introduced  in  honour  of  the  martyrs,  but 
whether  retained  wifely  or  not,  I  will  not  determine."  See 
Grit.  Jacr.  p.  415  on  Luke.  A  learned  and  ingenious 
pamphlet,  was  ibme  time  fince  printed  on  this  fubjecr  en- 
titled, "  Seafonable  Conjiderations  on  the  indecent  and  dan- 
gerous cuftom  of  burying  in  Churches  and  Church-yards,  £sV. 
Printed  in  1 721,  for  Bettepivortb,  in  Pater  nojlcr  Rozv. 

•f"  The  antients  obferve,  fays  Grotius,  that  in  three  of 
the  miracles  performed  by  J  ejus  after  his  fermon  on  the 
mount,  the  three  kinds  of  God's  benefits  are  reprefented  to 
us;  firft,  of  thofe  which  are  conferred  upon  our  fuing  ro 
God  for  them  curfelves,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Leper:  (e- 
cpndly  of  thofe  which  are  obtained  for  us  by  the  prayers  of 
O  3  others, 
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fecks  up  the  patient,  and  offers  the  cure  un- 
requited -,  when  we  have  to  do  with  the  fa- 
ther of  mercies,  our  afflictions  are  the  moil 
powerful  fuitors ;  -no  tears,  no  prayers  can 
move  him,  fo  much  as  his  own  commifera- 
tion*."  Weep  not,  faid  he  3 —  Alas,  that  had 
been  but  in  vain  to  bid  her  not  weep,  who 
had  thus  loft  her  only  Son  5  that  had  been 
but  to  perfuade  her  to  be  miferable  and  not 
to  feel  it  5  wherefore  he  accompanies  his 
word  of  mercy  with  power;  he  came  and 
touched  the  bier  5  he  ftopp'd  the  pomp  of  the 
funeral,  they  that  bare  the  corpfe,  in  obe- 
dience and  expectation  of  fome  mighty  deed, 
flood  ft  ill:  and  with  that  glorious  voice,  which 
fhall  one  day  call  our  dead  bodies  from  their 
graves,  he  faid,  Young  Man,  I  fay  unto  thee, 
Arife.  That  word  was  never  without  effect:, 
he  Jpake  and  it  was  done  :  he  called  with  au- 
thority, immediately  he  that  was  dead,  fat  up, 
and  began  to  /peak  ;  when  the  companionate 
Jefus  %  reftored  her  only  fon,  to  this  late  af- 
flicted, now  aftonifhed  and  rejoicing  mother, 
who  was  not  a  little  comforted  j|.     A  holy  and 

Others,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Centurion's  fervant, —  and  the 
third,  of  thole,  which  God  bellows  out  of  his  own  free 
mercy,  without  any  prayers  of  curs,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe. 
To  which  kind  of  mercy,  the  apoftles  very  juitly  refer  the 
caiii:  g  of  the  Gentiles. 

*   bifhop  Hall  \  AmSvKtv,  Englijk   Manufcript. 

||  Acls  xx.  12. 

an 
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an  awful  fear  fell  upon  all  them,  who  heard 
and  few  this  marvellous  act,  and  they  glo- 
rified God,  faying,  That  the  great  prophet  *,  is 
ri fen  up  amcngli  us,  the  great  prophet  of  whom 
there  was  now  a  general  expectation,  and  of 
whom  Mc/es  fpake,  faying,  a  prophet  JJjall  the 
Lord  your  God  raije  up  unto  you,  like  unto  me  y 
him  ft: all  ye  hear  in  all  things  -p  and  that  God 
had  now  vi/ited  his  people,  by  fending  this  ex- 
pected prophet,  whom  they  acknowledge  in 
the  perfon  of  Jefus,  the  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  his  people  IfraeL 

Outward  miracles  ftrike  many :  all  have 
eyes  to  fee  when  a  dead  body  is  raifed  up 
again  to  life  and  motion.  But  few  look  to 
the  inwrard  work,  and  obferve  the  fame  mi- 
racle when  manifefted  in  the  refurrection  of 
a  foul  from  fin  :  and  yet  to  thefe  fpiritual 
cures  all  the  corporeal  deliverances  wrought  by 
Chrifl  fhould  direct  our  mind's  eye.  "  Men, 
faith  Auftin  beautifully,  have  not  eves  where- 
with to  fee  the  refurrection  of  the  dead  in 
foul,  unlefs  they  themfelves  have  had  part  in 
that  refurrection  :  For  that  the  dead  (dead  in 
foul)  are  even  now  raifed  up,  no  man  that  is 
a  chriftian  can  doubt.     And  yet  it  is  more  to 

*  Ot*  TTfopjiT*}?  iMiyctc;  Eyrr/£frct\  —  the  great  prophet  foretold, 
and  now  expected.      See  John   vi.    1 4,  and  the  following 
fermon  on  Cbriji's  feeding  the  multitude, 
t  Deut.  xv iii.  15,  &c. 

O  4  raife 
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raife  up  a  foul,  to  raife  up  that  which  fhall 
Jive  forever,  than  a  body,  that  which  muft 
furely  die  again  ;  this  widow'd  mother  re- 
joiced over  her  fon  raifed  from  the  dead ; 
our  mother  the  church  rejoiceth  over  her  fons, 
raifed  up  from  the  death  in  fpirit  j  he  was 
dead  in  body,  but  thefe  are  dead  in  foul  ;  his 
vifible  death  was  lamented  with  great  forrow: 
their  invifibie  death  is  neither  ictn  nor  la- 
mented: he  alone  who  raifed  the  one  can 
raife  the  other ;  to  whom  none  are  dead,  but 
afleep  only  ;  and  who  can  as  eafily  raife  a 
man  from  his  grave,  as  we  can  awaken  one 
fleeping  on  his  bed,  &c.  *."  And  as  all  the 
miracles  of  our  Lord  were  wrought  not  folely 
as  proofs  of  his  power,  but  as  means  to  convey 
inftruclion  to  mankind,  and  plainly  to  dif- 
cover,  that  his  main  errand  into  the  world 
was  to  cure  the  difeafes  of  the  foul ;  fo  it  is 
our  duty  and  happinefs  thus  to  confider  them 
in  reference  to   ourfelves  -f  ;  in  which  view 

we 

*  See  this  Father's  fcrmon  de  tribus  mortuls.  Tom.  x. 
p.  65.  of  his  works. 

f  Paul  the  Apoftle,  writing  to  the  Romans,  faith,  «  what 
things  foever  are  written,  are  written  for  our  inftruciion  ; 
that  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures  we  might 
have  hope.  Wherefore  when  we  read  this  mod  fweet 
Gofpel,  let  us  know  that  it  pertaineth  not  only  to  the 
widow  of  Natn,  but  alfo  to  all  mankind.  For  Chriji  in 
this  gofpel  beareth  witnefs  of  the  power  of  his  own 
Godhead  \  of  his  pitifulnefs  towards  them  that  be  in  diilrefs; 

and 
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we  learn  principally  from  the  great  event  be- 
fore us,  "  that  as  all  are  dead  in  fin,  fo  it  is  the 
word  and  power  oi  Chrijl  alone  which  can  raife 
us  up  from  this  death  ;  in  which  firft  refurrec- 
tion  if  we  now  have  part,  that  fame  divine  word, 
and  power,  fhall  alfo  raife  us  up  hereafter 
to  a  participation  of  the  fecond  refurre&ion." 
For  bleffed  and  holy  is  he  who  hath  part  in  the 
firjl  refurreuiion>  on  fitch  the  fecond  death  hath 
no  power  *.  The  word  of  Chrijl  is  the  great 
means,  whereby  this  wonderful  work  muft 
be  wrought  upon  us,  whereby  we  mufi  be  be- 
gotten  again  to  a  lively  hope  -j-,  in  Chrijl  Jefus, 
and  without  which  we  can  never  live  to  God. 
Let  us  therefore  in  humble  dependance  upon 
that  blelTed  fpirit,  who  is  the  Lord  and  giver 
of  life,  who  alone  can  make  the  word  ef- 
fectual to  the  refurreclion  of  the  foul,  con- 
fider  the  doctrines  which  arife  from  this  mi- 
racle, that  we  may  apply  them  in  fincerity 
to  our  own  hearts. 

and  of  his  office.  For,  firft,  the  Lord  proveth  himfelf  to 
be  almighty,  in  that  he  overmaftereth  death,  which  is 
the  "fling  of  fin.  2d,  He  uttereth  his  pitifulneis  towards 
us,  in  having  companion  upon  this  woman's  mifery  :  and, 
3d,  he  fheweth,  that  it  is  his  office  to  deftroy  the  works 
of  the  devil,  for  unto  that  purnofe  c-ime  he  into  the 
world,  2s  Mojes,  theprcphets,  he  himfelf,  and  the  apoftks 
,teftify."     Heminge\  Pcjtill.  p.  23?.. 

*  Revel,  xx.  6. 

i  1  Pet.  i.  3.  James  i.  i8.ofhisown  m\\iegaihe  us, 
with  the  PP'CRD  of  Truth, 

Some 
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Some  have  conceived  that  in  this  widow, 
deprived  of  the  hufband  of  her  youth  and 
mourning  for  her  only  ion  deceafed,  we  have 
a  picture  of  the  foul,  whofe  firft  hufband  is 
the  law,  and  whofe  children  are  all  thofe 
duties  performed  in  that  fervile  ftate.  To 
this  law  fmners  muft  die,  ere  they  can  be 
married  to  Cbriftt  agreeable  to  what  St.  Paul 
fpcaks,  where/ ore,  my  brethren,  ye  are  alfo  be- 
came  dead  to  the  Law  by  the  body  of  Ckriji,  that 
ye  fljould  be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who 
is  rai fed  from  the  dead,  that  ye  fould  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  God  *.  We  muft  be  Widows 
to  this  law,  and  have  all  our  duties  and  de- 
pendancies  upon  the  flefli  dead,  before  we 
can  come  to  Chrijl:  and  when  thus  coming, 
he  will  have  compaffion  on  and  give  new  life 
to  the  foul,  fpiritual  life  and  power  to  perform 
all  duties  acceptably  —  to  bring  jorth  new 
fruit  unto  God.  Be  this  expofition,  as  it  may, 
which  I  undertake  not  to  defend  or  refute ; 
we  learn  however  manv  other  inftructive 
leffons  from  the  miracle.     And, 

Ift,  we  have  here  an  example  of  the  truth 
of  our  Saviour's  words  —  Bkjjed  are  they  that 
mourn,  for  they  f:all  be  comforted  -\,  not  bief 
fed  merely  becaufe  they   mourn,   many,  too, 

*   Rom.  vii.  4. 
t  Matt,  v.  4. 

too 
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too  many  mourn  through  worldly  mifery,  who 
neither  are  bleffed  nor  fpiritually  comforted  : 
but  becaufe  worldly  ibrrow  and  mourning  for 
the  molt  part  humble  the  foul,  caufe  us  to 
look  into  ourfelves,  to  fee  our  fins  as  the 
reafon  of  our  forrows,  and  fo  to  turn  to  God, 
for  thofe  offences,  which  thus  feparate  between 
him  and  us :  they  that  thus  mourn,  <c  grieving 
for  fin  more  than  fuffering,  and  for  fuffering 
only  for  fins  fake,''  —  they  fhall  be  certainly 
blefled  and  comforted.  This  Widow  proved 
the  blefiednefs  of  mourning.  Her  grief  as 
we  have  feen.  was  the  deepeft  and  moft  com- 
plicated>  poflible  ;  her  night  of  affliction  with- 
out the  leaft  ray  of  light ;  in  a  ftate  of  widow- 
hood, the  moft  miferable  and  diftrefled  of  all 
others,  and  which  we  find  in  Scripture  de- 
plored as  the  greatefl:  mifery,  and  threatned 
as  the  greatefl  punifhment:  We  are  orphans, 
and  father  lefs,  our  mothers  are  as  Widows,  Let 
his  children  be  father/efs,  and  his  wife  a  Wi- 
dow *.  And  for  this  reafon,  the  God  of  con- 
folation  fweetens  and  fooths  their  affliction 
with  many  refre(T}ing  promifes.  For  he  calls 
himfelf  the  judge  and  the  reliever  of  the  Wi- 
dow —  the  Father  of  the  fatherlefs  -j-.  He 
commends  the  caufe  of  the  widowr  to  the 
magiftrate  and  others,  as  under  a  Angular  pri- 

*   Lament,  v.  3.   and  Pfal.  cix.  9. 

|  PfaL  Ixviii.  5.  cxlvi.  9,  &c. 

vilege 


220         On  the  Widow's  Son  of  Nain. 

vilege  —  Te  flail  not  afflict  any  Widow  or  fa* 
therlefs  child,  if  thou  afflict  them  in  any  wife, 
and  they  cry  at  all  unto  me,  I  will  Jurely  hear 
their  cry,  and  my  wrath  Jhall  wax  hot  and  I 
will  kill  you  with  the  /word,  and  your  wives 
flail  be  Widows,  and  your  children  fatherlefs. 
Be  commandeth  a  tenth  to  be  left  for  them, 
and  that  they  fhould  be  called  to  partake  of 
the  folemn  feaft  before  the  Lord,  and  pro- 
nounceth  a  curfe  upon  him,  who  perverteth 
the  caufl  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs  :  nay 
amongft  the  reafons  of  the  deftruclion  of  the 
yewijh  people,  he  numbers  this,  that  they  judged 
not  the  caufe  of  the  Widow  and  the  fatherlefs  *. 

See  then  how  ftrong  and  powerful  an  ad- 
vocate the  Widow  hath  in  the  midft  of  her 
affliction  to  fuftain  and  fupport  her  foul  ;  and 
how  great  confolation  in  the  deepeft  grief 
fhe  may  gain  from  thefe  and  the  like  precious 
promifes  :  Leave  thy  fatherlefs  children,  I  will 
preferve  them  alive,  and  let  thy  Widows  trujl 
in  me  -f,  faith  the  Lord.  Upon  thefe  pro- 
mifes this  h  el  pie  fs  widow  doubtlefs  fupported 
her  foul  5  and  confidercd  it  as  fome  mitiga- 

*  Exoo.  xxiu  22,  &  feq.  Deut.  xiv.  29.  xxiv.  19. 
and  xxvi.  12,  13.     Ifai.  i.  23,  &c. 

t  Jerem.  xlix.  ii.  See  this  promife  mod  beautifully 
introduced  p.  39 — 4.5;  Vol  I.  of  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hervr/i 
Meditations*  Edit.  10. 

2  tion 
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tion  of  her  diftrefs,  that  fhe  had  a  Son  fur- 
viving.  But,  —  this  only  Son  alfo  was  taken 
away  from  her !  Could  fhe  now  do  other 
than  think,  that  fhe  was  indeed  wholly  caft 
off,  that  the  promifes  of  God  were  to  her  of 
none  effect,  and  that  the  greatnefs  of  her  fins  had 
drawn  down  upon  her  thefe  two  evils,  'widow- 
hood and  the  lofs  of  feed,  which  were  efteemed 
the  two  greater!:  curfes  in  IfracL  The  whole 
city  was  moved  at  this  her  fo  great  calamity, 
and  in  forrow  they  attend  the  mournful  fu- 
neral, no  ray  of  comfort,  no  gleam  of  hope 
dawning  upon  this  dark  midnight  of  blackeft 
mifery. 

From  hence  we  are  naturally  led  to  remark 
the  wifdom  of  God  in  fometimes  fuffering  his 
fervants  to  be  driven  to  extremities  paft  all 
hopes,  paft  all  human  help.  Frequently  he? 
comforts  not  in  the  beginning  of  troubles  ;  but 
tho'  he  refrains  his  aflifting  hand,  we  muft  not 
therefore  conclude,  that  his  promifes  are  vain, 
and  ourfelves  utterly  rejected.  Jtfit$>  you  fee, 
on  account,  and  for  the  fake  of  this  woman, 
directed  his  way  from  Capernaum  to  Nain:  but 
he  does  not  preferve  the  young  man  from 
death,  he  dees  not  come,  while  he  lies  lan- 
guishing on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  as  neither 
did  he,  to  his  friend  LAZA  R  US,  though 

well 
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well  informed  of  his  fituation  * :  but  when 
all  was  defperate,  when  all  human  relief  was 
found  unavailing  ;  when  the  Son  was  now 
dead,  and  the  wretched  mother  deprived  of 
all  hope,  abandoned  herfelf  wholly  to  weep- 
ing, and  for  row,  then  Chrifl  came  and  met 
this  afflicted  Widow  !  and  when  fhe  through 
the  greatnefs  of  her  diftrefs,  could  neither 
fpeak  nor  beg  relief,  then  was  Jefus  moved 
by  his  own  companion  towards  her  —  his  ten- 
der loving  heart,  on  the  fight  of  her  cala- 
mity, was  touched  with  inmoft  pity  towards 
her,  for  we  have  fuch  an  high  prieft,  who 
hath  therefore  been  tried  in  all  things,  that  he 
might  be  touched  with  the  jeeling  and  fy??ipathy 
-j-  of  our  infirmities.  His  compaffion  fhewed 
itfelf  in  the  ready  relief  which  he  beftow- 
ed,  he  dried  up  the  mother's  plenteous  tears, 
by  reftoring  to  her,  her  Son,  her  only  Son, 
thus  filling  her  heart  with  infinitely  more  joy, 
than  if  he  had  onlv  cured  his  difeafe,  and  fo 
preferved  him  from  death.  We,  'tis  true, 
have  no  reafon  to  expect  fuch  fupernatural 
relief:  yet  thus  we  are  confirmed  in  our 
knowledge   of   the  compaffion   of  our  great 

*   John  xi.  ii.   Our  friend,   Lazarus  fieepeth,  fold  he^ 
hut  I  go  to  wake    him.       Ver.  14.  Lazarus   is  dead.     See 

the  following  Sermon  on  Lazarus  raifed. 

f  The  original  is  cmphatical  p?  hmptw  2TMriA0HSAI. 
Hcb,  iv.  15. 

high- 
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high-pried  ,  who  albeit  he  may  a  while  defer 
his  affidance,  yet  is  faithful  and  will  not  fuffer 
us  to  be  tried  above  that  we  are  able  *  ;  but  will 
either  deliver  us  from,  or  mitigate  the  fmart 
of  our  afflictions ;  but  will  either  pour  his 
confolation  into  our  hearts,  confirm  us  with 
patience,  or  ftrengthen,  dablifh,  fettle  us  in 
that  faith,  which  gaineth  the  victory.  When- 
ever therefore  he  delayeth  to  help  and  relieve 
us,  let  us  look  up  with  a  believing  eye,  to 
this  poor  Widow  ;  who  was  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  diftrefs,  to  the  very  laft  extremity: 
and  yet  (he  found  comfort  and  confolation, 
then  when  all  the  help  of  man  was  ufelefs 
and  unavailing \  bread  and  water  in  abundance, 
when  perifhing  amidft  the  fevered  famine  J. 

"  The  parent  is  apt  fondly  to  cry  out,  faith 
one,  oh  that  thou,  this  bleffed  Lord  had  been 
near,  when  the  darling  of  my  heart  was 
fnatched  away  from  me,  and  left  in  the  dufl 
of  death !  But  he  indeed  was  near,  for  he 
hath  the  keys  of  death  and  of  the  unfeen 
world  :  and  this  we  know,  that  if  our  beloved 
children  are  fleeping  in  him,  his  voice  (hall 
at  length  awaken  them,  and  he  will  deliver 
them  to  us  to  die  no  more :  and  will  himfelf 
gracioufly  take  part  in  that  mutual  and  lading 

*   1  Cor.  x.  13. 

%  See  2  Kings  vi.  26 — -xxx.  7,  throughout. 
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joy,  which  he    fhall  give  to  us  and  them;};.1* 
In    fuich  or    any  other  his  afflicting   provi- 
dences, let  us  learn  to  fee  his  fatherly  and  cor- 
recting hand  :  and  remember,  that  blejjed  are 
they  that   mourn,  mourn  with  fpiritual  grief, 
for  they  fiallbe  comforted,  that  bleffed  are  they 
who  endure  chajlening,    God  thus   dealing  with 
them  as  with  Jons:  -f  and  let  us  be  taught  to 
reafon  in  fome  fuch   manner  as  this:  "  This 
difpenfation  is  indeed  grievous  to  me,  but  it  is 
the  good  hand  of  my   God  upon    me  :    and 
though   he  hath  tried   me  to    the  uttermoft, 
though  he  hath  taken  all  prefent  comfort  from 
me,  and  left  me  no  door  of  hope,  that  I  can 
behold  :  yet  I  doubt  not  but  in  the  wifdom  of 
his  providence,  even  this  fhall    prove   to  the 
good  of  my  foul,  and  I   fhall  have  caufe   to 
blefs  him  for  it  through  endlefs  ages.  Though 
I  am  in  the  valley  of  Achor,  yet  let  me  re- 
member that  he  hath  promifed  to  make  that 
valley    the  door  of  hope-,    %  and  though  he 
giveth   me  only  the  bitter  waters  of  Mar  ah  * 
to  drink,  yet  let  me  remember  that  the   wood 
of  that  crofs,  which  alone  maketh  afflictions 
light  and  eafy,  can  fweeten  even  thefe  bitter 

X  Doddridge's  improvement  of  the  hiftory. 
•[•   Heb.   xii.  7. 
%  Hofea  ii.   15. 

xv.  73,   25. 

waters." 
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waters."  Thus  if  we  reafon  and  refign  to 
our  fovereign  Father's  good  pleafure,  we  mall 
move  him  to  have  companion  on  us,  who 
wanteth  no  motive  to  incline  him  to  pity, 
more  than  his  own  free  love  and  our  mifery. 

Thus  mould  calamities  not  only  lead  us  to 
an  ahfolute  refignation,  but  alfo  to  a  depend- 
ence upon  God,  for  which  frequently  the  con- 
tinuance of  an  affliction  may  be  as  ufeful  and 
neceffary  as  the  firft  application  of  it :  he  fre- 
quently intending  thereby  to  prove  our  fince- 
rity  and  try  our  virtues,  to  (hew  us  the  vanity 
and  inability  of  human  aid,  and  to  vindicate 
his  own  honour  by  making  us  thoroughly  ien- 
fible,  whence  all  our  deliverances  do  reallv 
come,  and  upon  whom  we  muft  abfolutely 
depend  for  them.  Often  he  vouchfafeth  not 
any  deliverance;  but  flill  wife  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  the  children  of  men,  -f  to  wean  the 

fond 

f  I  know  not  where  this  truth  is  more  beautifully  exem- 
plified, than  in  Dr.  ParneWs  fine  poem  of  the  Hermit? 
which  well  merits  the  reader's  perufal.  The  Hermit^  doubt- 
ful of  the  ways  of  providence,  fet  out  from  his  retired  cell 
to  viilt  the  world,  a  companion  foon  joined  him,  who, 
after  having  donefeveral  aflonifhing  things  to  the  Hermit's 
furprize,  and  particularly  killed  the  favourite  child  of  a  fa- 
ther, who  had  given  tnem  a  very  hofpitable  reception — af- 
fumed  the  form  of  an  angel,  and  unravelled  all  the  Myftery 
to  him:  concerning  the  child  killed  by  him,  he  fpeaks  thus- 
Long  had  cm  pious  'friendin  virtue  trod, 
Bat  now  the  child  half  weari'd  his  heart  from  God : 

P  (Child 
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fond  heart  from  the  world,  deprives  it  of  all 
thofe  objects  of  falfi  love,  which  kept  its  af- 
fections from  the  true:  for  when,  like  this 
wiilovv,  we  are  fpoiled  of  all  human  comfort, 
when  all  our  hopes,  centered,  as  it  were,  in 
one  neck,  J  are  cut  off  at  one  blow,  then  are 
we  led  to  look  beyond  the  grave,  to  feek  for 
the  divine  hujband,  that  can  never  fail  us,  to 
rejoice  in  the  fpiritual  offspring,  that  holy 
hope  and  heavenly  love,  which  mall  live  and 
flourifli  with  us  in  immortal  Beauty.  And 
to  this, 

Ildly.  The  miracle  before  us  would  prin- 
cipally point  our  view.  Our  Saviour  in  this 
young  man,  the  only  fon  of  his  mother,  car- 
ried out  dead,  would  reprefent  to  us  our  own 
foul>  *  dead  in  fin,  and  ready,  when  the  pulfe 

fhall 

(Child  of  his  age)  for  him  he  liv'd  in  pain, 
.And  meafur'd  back  his  fteps   to  earth  again  ; 
To  what  excefles  had  his  dotage  run  ? 
But  Gody  to  fave  the  father,  took  the  fon. 
To  all  but  thee,  in  fits  he  feem'd  to  go, 
(And  'twas  my  miniftry  to  deal  the  blow.) 
The  poor  fond  parent  humbled  in  the  duff, 
Now  owns  in  tears  the  punifhment  was  juft. 

X  The  Roman  emperor  Nero  ufed  to  wifh,  that  the  Ro- 
man people  had  all  but  one  neck,  that  he  might  fatiate  his 
unnatural  and  ftrange  cruelty,  by  cutting  them  off  at  out- 
blow. 

*  See  p.  3.  foregoing.  Sl  Amlrofe  agrees  with  St.  JuJ?h;, 
that  ct  the  image  of  the  church  is  fet  forth  here:  and  be- 
cause 
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fliall  ccafe  to  play,  ready  to  be  caft  into  the 
eternal  grave,  the  bottomlefs  pit,  unlefs  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  prevent  us  v/ith  his 
grace,  and  by  his  all-prevailing  word,  raife 
us  up  to  a  new  and  better  life  here,  that  we 
may  be  raifed  to  life  everlafting  hereafter. 
And  he  fully  proves,  to  our  great  comfort, 
his  power  to  do  fo,  giving  us  at  the  fame  time 

caufe  it  reprefenteth  our  eftates,  it  is  worth  the  opening. 
The  Widow i  faith  he,  fignifieth  the  church;  the  dead  youn«- 
man,  every  finner  that  liveth  without  repentance,  and   the 
vier,  the  body  of  fin.     The  widow  bewaileth  her  dead  fon, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  church  iamenteth  for   the  unrepentance 
of  the  wicked,  and    entreatcth   Chrijl  to  move  them   and 
draw  them  to  him  by  his  word  and  his  fpirit.    Chrijl  there- 
fore biddeth  them   that  carried  the  corpfe  to  {land  (till ; 
for  the  finner  is  borne  to  hell  by  four,  which  are  thefe,  1. 
Hope  of  longer  life.     2  .   Looking  upon  other  men's  faults. 
3.  Prefumption  upon  God's  mercy.     4.  Flattery  of  lewd 
company.     Now  if  thou  wilt  rife  from  the  death   of  fin, 
thou  muft  needs  hear  Chrijl,  who  biddeth  the  bearers  ftay: 
firft,  therefore,  thou  muft  exclude  hope   of  long  life,  be- 
caufe  life  is  uncertain,   (as  the  experience  of  many  teacheth 
and  peril  is  at  hand,  as  is  to  be  (cen  in  the  rich  glutton:) 
again  thou  mull:  not  fet  another  man's  evil  life  before  thee,  as 
a  pattern  to  follow,  but  thou  muft  fubmit  thyfelf  to  God, 
as  Abraham  did  :  thou  muft  truft  him,  and  thou  muft  amend 
thy   conditions,  knowing  that  the  multitude  of    offenders 
will  excufe  no  man  in  judgment.     It  availed   not  Adam  to 
fay,   the  woman,  that  thou  gaveft  me,  me  gave  me  of  the 
apple.     3'dfyi  Lay  away  prefumption  of  God's  mercy,  for 
this  prefumption   is  a   great  contempt   of  God.  Rom.   ii. 
4 thly.  Put  away  flatterers  that  entice  thee  to   evil.     And 
when  thou  haft  done  fo,  lean  upon  Chrijl,  with  lively  faith, 
and  he  will  quicken  thee  to  eternal  life.     Hemwge,  p.  235. 

P  2  the 
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the  moft   lively  pledge  of  our  future   refur- 
recHon.     He  ufes  two  outward  means  -,  flrft, 
lie  touches    the   bier,  that  whereon   the  young 
man  lay,   (not  in  a  coffin  as  fome    have  fup- 
pofed,  coffins  not  being  then  in  ufe)  and  then 
he   fpeaks  the  word,  young  man,  I  fay,    &c. 
to  fhew  by  the   firft  that  the  deflruclion    of 
death  and  restoration  of  life,  is  the  virtue  and 
work  of  his  own  perfon,   not  only  in  his  di- 
vine, but  in   his  human  nature  alfo  :  that  na- 
ture which  he  took  from  us,  and  filled  with  all 
the  futtnefs  of  God  *  -,  by  the  2  d,  to  teach  us, 
that   the  mean  or  inftrument   by  which  thefe 
benefits  of  his  perfon  are  miniftered  to   us,   is 
that  divine  word  of  his,   by    which  he   will 
deitroy  death  and  reflore  life  to  our  fouls.   We 
have  already  (een  many  inftances  of  the  power 
of  this  divine  word :  but  the  prefent  as  much 
excels  them  all,  as  the  railing   a   body  from 
death  doth    the  healing  of  all  its    infirmities. 
As  no  human  power,  word,  or  work  was  able 
to  favc  from  death,  much  lefs  reflore  to  life  this 
fon  of  the  Widow :  fo  no  human  power  can  fave 
from  death  or  reftore  to  life  the  finful  foul  of 
man,  now  in  the \vay,cvery  moment  inthebroad 
and  beaten  way  to'deflruclion;  much  people  of  the 
city  attending,  numbers  going  before,  thoufands 
following  after,  every  creature  doomed  to  par- 

[).  90.  foregoin 

take 
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ake  either  of  this  life  or  death.  And  while 
we  are  in  this  way,  Chrijl  never  fails  to  meet 
us,  unalked  he  prevents  us  with  the  riches  of 
his  grace :  he  is  moved  with  campaffion  at 
the  fight  of  our  calamities:  abhors  us  not,  tho' 
filthy  dead  corpfes,  but  comes  to,  touches,  and 

calls  us. How  did  he  difplay  the  riches  of 

this  divine  love,  when  man  firil  fell,  and  lay 
helplefs  and  hopelefs  of  any  relief:  then  of 
his  own  free  grace  and  mercy,  he  promifed 
him  comfort,  he  raifed  him  up  from  whence 
he  was  fallen,  and  gave  him  good  hope  in  the 
expected  ym/  of  the  woman.  And  to  finifhthe 
great  work,  ordained  from  the  be&innin?:  ot 
time,  he  came  at  length  into  our  poor  and  mi- 
ferable  world,  took  our  nature  upon  him,  left 
eternal  bleflednefs  and  the  adoration  of  his. 
glorious  fervants  above,  to  vifit  and  comfort 
our  widowed  fouls,  deprived  of  their  divine 
hufband,  bereaved  of  their  youthful  offspring, 
and  in  the  very  depth  of  calamity  and  diitrefs. 
To  raife  us  up  from  death  and  re  (lore  us  to 
life,  himfelf  (herein  was  love!  adore  it,  oh  ye 
fons  of  men,  laud  it,  oh  ye  angels  of  heaven  !) 
himfelf  fuftainad  the  death  that  was  our  due, 
and  rofe  again,  as  a  fare  pledge  of  our  prefent 
and  future  refurredtion :  himfelf  good  and 
compaflionate  Samaritan  *,    came  down  into 

*   See  Luke  ;•:,  33.  I  propofe.,  by  the  help  of  God,  to  be 
hereafter  more  large  on  this  divine  and  incomparable 

P  3  our 
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cur  vale  of  mifery,  and  feeing  the  wounded 
helplefs  traveller^  lying  in  the  laft  extremity, 
ftript  naked  and  wounded,  had  companion 
on  him,  of,  his  own  free  love  and  pity  came 
to  his  relief,  poured  wine  and  oil  into  his 
wounds,  raifed  him  up  and  brought  him  to  a 
place  of  hospitality  and  reft. 

And  as  he  hath  thus  difplayed  the  riches  of 
his  love  for  man  in  general,  fo  hath  he  ex- 
tended that  love,  that  free  grace  and  mercy, 
no  lefs  to  every  particular,  to  every  individual 
foul  of  man  :  how  hath  he  in  his  mercy  pre- 
vented us  with  his  favour;  granting  us  in  in- 
fancy, a  happy  admiflion  into  his  church  and 
covenant:  fealing  us  for  his  own  children,  and 
giving  us  that  fpirit  which  faileth  not  to  re- 
mind us  continually  of  what  we  are,  and  what 
we  mould  be :  and  bcfides  the  internal  admo- 
nitions of  the  fpirit  and  confeience,  how  doth 
he  continually  call  to  and  plead  with  us,  by 
his  word  read  and  preached,  to  us  of  this  place 
and  nation  particularly,  bleit  as  we  are  with 
the  means  of  grace,  with  the  gofpel  of  C/jnjl, 
in  its  grcateft  truth  and  purity?  And  how 
cover  doth  this  good  God  ftrive  with  us, 
and  labour  by  all  ponible  outward  as  well  as 
inward  means,  to  raife  us  up  from  the  death  of 
fin  unto  the  life  of  holinefs:  efpecially  in 
this  our  day  how  do  his  awful  frovtdentes  fufn- 

moa 
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mon  us  to  repent,  and  to  bring  fcnh  fruits  meet 
for  repentance?  Are  we  but  wife  enough  to 
hear,  repent  and  believe,  death  (hall  indeed  have 
no  dominion  over  us  ;  all  his  power  (hall  be 
fubdued  under  our  feet,  through  the  might 
of  our  triumphant  conqueror,  and  having 
vanquished  hirrT  here,  having  (periled  him  of 
his  fting,  we  fhall  reign  fuperior  to  his  power 
with  all  the  faints  in  glory. 

But,  let  us  ever  remember,  unlefs  we  are 
faved  from  the  prefent  death  of  fin,  arije  and 
walk  in  newnefs  of  life  here,  we  can  never 
be  faved  from  its  wages,  death  eternal  here* 
after.  And  we  can  be  faved  from  the  death 
of  fin  no  other  wife  than  by  the  power  of 
Chrijt:  and  that  power  will  moft  certainly 
be  exerted  for  our  falvation,  if  we  are  only 
willing  to  receive  and  ready  to  embrace  his 
proffer  of  deliverance  and  life.  And  who  but 
would  embrace  that  proffer? — Who  can  be  lefs 
concerned  for  a  foul  created  to  live  or  die 
eternally,  than  a  mother  for  the  death  of  her 
child, — whom  fhe  might  have  the  comfortable 
hope  of  meeting  again  in  blifs  *?  And  yet  thefe- 

worldly 

•  The  fenfe  of  this  mould  mitigate  all  our  worldly 
forrows :  "  Tho'  there  is  a  reafon,  fays  Henry,  common  to 
all  that  deep  in  Jcjus,  which  is  of  equal  force,  again!!  in- 
ordinate and  cxceflive  grief  for  their  death  —  that  they 
(hall  rife  again  —  fnaJl  rife  in   glory;    ar.d,  therefore,  we 

P  4  muft 
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worldly  calamities  far  more  deeply  affect  our 
hearts,  than  the  fenfe  of  our  fpiritual  miferies  1 
wefee  them  not,  we  do  not  difcern,  or  rather 
do  not  confider  them  :  nay,  many  are 
I  enough,  becaufe  blind  enough,  to  tell 
us  —  £<  They  fee  no  danger,  they  believe  not 
their  fouls  to  be  in  any  fuch  defperate  eftate  : 
ail  feems  well  enough  with  them,  their  heart 
is  whole,  they  feel  no  fiekriefs,  what  need 
have  they  cf  a  phyiician  —  they  are  alive, 
what  need  have  they  of  this  fame  prefent 
refurredtion  from  the  dead."  Thefe  affertions 
are  the  ftrbngeft  proofs  of  what  they  deny : 
if  the  facred  fcriptures  be  true,  all  men  are 
by  nature  deady  dead  in  fin,  are  alienated  from 
the  life  of  God,  all  are  Jick,  from  the  crown  of 
the  head,  to  the  foal  of  the  foot,  &c;  all,  (yet  un- 
awakened  by  the  power  of  Chrijl)  all  are  afleep 
in  carnal  fecurity  —  wherefore  the  apoflle  in 
the  emphatic  words  of  the  prophet,  calls 
aloud  to  ally  awake  thou  that  SLEEP  EST  and 
ARISE  from   the  DEAD,  and  Chrijl  frail 

muft  not  forrow  as  thofe  that  have  no  hope.  1  Theff.  I  v.  13. 
Let   Rachel  that  tue  ps  for   her   children,   refrain    her   eyes 

\  tears,  for   there  is    hepe  in    thine  end,    faith  the  Lord, 

that   thy    children,  f/.all  come  again  to  their  own  border, 

i.  17.     And  let  our    paflion   at  fuch    a   time   be 

checked   and  calmed  by  the  confederation    of  Chr'tft\  com- 

fajjion:  Wis  partaking  with  us  in  all  our  fufferings,     Grotius 

.  remark  much  to  the  fame  purpofc. 

give 
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give  thee  Light  *.  But  were  the  fcriptures  fi- 
lent  on  this  head,  is  not  our  own  experience, 
is  not  the  voice  of  all  antiquity  bewailing  the 
inward  prevalence  of  evil,  a  fufficient  tefti- 
mony  of  the  life  of  God  departed  from  the 
foul,  of  our  being  very  far  gone  from  ori- 
ginal righteoufnefs  -f,  of  our  death  to  fpiritual 
things,  of  our  J  aft  Jleeping  in  matters  of  the 
laft  and  beft,  of  eternal  concern  ? 

Let  the  natural  man  to  difprove  this,  {hew, 
if  he  can,  the  fame  regard,  care,  and  anxiety 
for  the  eternal  welfare  of  his  ford,  as  for  the 
prefent  welfare  of  his  body  :  let  him  do  one 
good  or  religious  acl:,  with  purity  of  intention 
and  finglenefs  of  heart :  let  him  pray  to  the 
fupreme  being ,  one  quarter  of  an  hour  with- 
out diftracled  thoughts  and  roving  imagina- 
tions :  let  him  love  God  with  all  his  heart, 
mind,  foul  and  ftrength,  let  him  love  hie 
neighbour  as  himfelf:  for  it  is  written,  This 
DO  and  thou  Jhalt  live.  But  fo  little  able  is 
he  to  do  this,  rather  let  us  fay, — As  a  proof  of 
there&itude  of  thy  nature,//"^  thyfelf  oh  man, 
from  that  difrelifh  and  difiike  which  thou  haft, 
to  God,  his  Chrift,  his  fpirit  and  his  laws; 
deliver  thyfelf  from  that  hatred  and  malice, 

*   2  Cor.  v.  14.'      Ephef,  ii.  1.  and  iv.  18.       Ifai'.  i.  6. 
Epbef.  v.  14. 

•;    The  w6rds  of  the  ninth  article  of  our  church. 

that 
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that  pride  and  envy,  that  contempt  and  ill- 
will  which  reign  and  rage  in  thy  breaft  con- 
tinually: and  unite  all  thy  endeavours,  fcek 
with  fincerity  after  the  things  that  pertain 
to  thy  peace;  thus  deliver  thyfelf  from  that 
weaknefs,  grofs  darknefs,  biafs  to  evil,  op- 
poiition  to  fpiritual  truth,  pronenefs  to  lies 
and  falihood,  that  natural  perverfenefs  of  thy 
underftanding,  will  and  affections,  from  that 
love  of  felf,  and  the  creature  which  is  the  fure 
mark  of  the  foul's  death,  and  in  direct  oppofition 
to  the  life  and  love  of  Ood  med  abroad  in 
the  heart ; — Deliver  thyfelf,  oh  man,  by  thine 
own  flrength  from  all  or  any  the  leaft  of  thefe 
plagues  of  thy  heart,  and  we  will  grant, 
that  thou  art  not  a  fallen  creature,  and  that 
thy  foul  doth  not  need  a  refurrection,  thro' 
grace,  from  the  dead.  —  But  feeing  thefe 
things  are  impoffible  for  man  unregenerate, 
for  man  without  the  help  of  God's  fpirit  *, 
to  perform  \  feeing  he  muft  feel  and  know, 

*   Jufl  ?s    impoffible  as  it  was,  for  this   young  man  to 

have  raifed  hirnfelf.     "  The  young   man  was    dead,   faith 

one,  and  could  not    arife  by  any  power   of  his  own,  no 

more  can   thofe  that  are  fpiritually  dead  in  trefpafTes   and 

:  yet  it  was  no abfurdtty  at  all  forGhrift  to  bid  him 

',  when   a  power  went  along  with  that  word  to  fut 

into  him.     The  gofpel  call  to    all  people,  to   young 

p  irticularly,  is,  orife^  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chriji 

jhall  g\\  c  you  light  and  life." 

that 
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that  the  thoughts  of  his  heart,  from  his  youth, 
are  only  evil  continually  *,  can  he  deny  that 
he  is  dead  to  God  ?  —  will  he  refufe  to  cry 
out,  oh  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  Jhall  de- 
liver me  from  the  body  of  this  DEATH  t  /  — 
Can  you  but  thus  cry  to  God,  truly  feeling  and 
lamenting  your  great  finfulnefs,  his  mercy  is 
nigh  at  hand,  feek  and  you  fa  all  find,  per- 
fevere  and  you  will  fpeedily  have  reafon  to 
fay  with  the  fame  St.  Paul,  I  thank  God,  thro* 
JefusChri/l,  our  Lord,  thro*  him,  wTho  by  his 
word,  hath  raifed  me  from  death,  hath  be- 
gotten me  again  to  a  lively  hope,  and  given 
me  to  walk  in  newnefs  of  life  ! 

This  is  a  great  and  an  important  change, 
a  change  which  muft  be  experienced  on 
earth,  or  it  can  never  be  wrought  at  all.  And 
we  may  eafily  fatisfy  ourfelves  as  to  the  truth 
and  certainty  of  it:  when  our  Saviour  had 
fpoken  the  word,  young  man,  1  fay  unto  thee 
arife,  upon  which  the  young  man  arofe,  be- 
gan to  fpeak  and  was  delivered  to  his  mother, 
he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  great  change 
wrought  upon  him.  He  could  not  but  know, 
that  whereas  he  was  dead,  now  he  was  alive. 
Neither  can  the  foul,  raifed  up  from  the 
death  of  fin  to  a  new  life  of  righteoufnefs, 

*  Gen.  vi.  5. 
f  Rom.  vii.  24. 

be 
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be  ignorant  of  that  change.  It  may  not  in- 
deed (as  fome  have  afferted)  always  know  the 
moment  of  its  new  birth,  or  the  preciie  time 
of  its  firft  refurrection,  feeing  there  are  in- 
difputably  many,  very  many  far  advanced  in 
the  kingdom  of  God,  who  are  utter  firangers 
to  this  matter  ;  but  it  muft  know,  when  it 
truly  believes  in  and  relies  on  Jcfus,  when  it 
loves  God  and  its  neighbour,  when  it  hates 
and  loaths,  worfe  than  death  or  hell,  that 
fin,  which  it  before  embraced  to  its  bofom, 
when  its  life  is  changed,  and  its  whole  affec- 
tions no  longer  dedicated  to  the  world,  the 
flefh,  and  the  devil,  but  to  heaven,  holinefs, 
humility  and  love.  Happy  will  it  be  for  us,  if 
we  are  careful  to  evidence  the  truth  of  our 
new  birth  to  our  felves  and  others  by  thefe 
fcriptural  marks :  flnce  fitch  ah?ie>  can  never 
fail  us :  and  fince  fuch  alone  can  give  us  a 
comfortable  fenfe  of  our  pardon  in  Chrift  : 
For  hereby,  faith  St.  "John,  do  we  know,  that 
we  know  him,  if  we  keep  bis  commandments ; 
and,  we  know,  that  we  have  faffed  from  death 
unto  life,  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren  :  he 
that  loveth  not  his  brother,  abideth  in  death  : 
blefled  are  they,  whofe  love  and  obedience  gives 
them  to  know,  that  they  abide  in  God,  and 
God   in    them  :  for  God  is  love,  and  he  that 

dwelleth 
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tkoelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 
him  *. 

Illdly.  The  refurrection  of  the  young  man, 
caft  a  holy  fear  on  all  who  faw  it,  caufed  them 
to  glorify  God,  and  to  look  with  awful  admi- 
ration on  this  wonderful  perfon,  whom  they 
acknowledged  to  be  that  great  and  expedled 
prophet,  whofe  office  it  was  to  raife  the  dead, 
and  of  whom  it  had  been  foretold  that  the  dead 
JJiould  hear  his  voice  and  live.  And  no  doubt 
this  young  man  and  his  mother,  living  after- 
wards in  the  faith  and  fear  of  God  their  Sa- 
viour, in  their  city,  continued  illuftrious  tefti- 
monies  of  the  truth  of  this  miracle,  and  inftru- 
ments  to  ftir  up  many  to  the  fight  and  faith  of 
this  Jefus,  whole  fame  was  fpread  throughout 
all  Judcza,  and  all  the  country  round  about. — 
And  fuch  a  refurreclion  as  that  before  de- 
fcribed,  even  the  refurre&ion  of  a  finner  -\- 
from  the  death  of  fin,  to  the  life  of  holinefs, 
will  and  muft  have  the  fame  glorious  effect: 
the  antient  christians  were  wont  to  uie  this  as 


*   John  ii.  3.  iii.  14.  iv.  16. 

f  Nilus  alio  obferves  that  this  is  fignified  in  the  prefent 
miracle.  Tale  quidem  miraculum  reipfa  contigit:  fi  av.tcm 
volueris  etiam  Mud  fpiritualiter  ascipere,  quo  extra  tey  bo^o9 
&f  procul  vagaris  ?  Te  i;  1  m  noveris  ejfe  fillum  vidua — 
KnoW  thyfelf  to  be  this  /on  of  the  widow,  &c.  Seethe  au- 
thor. 

2  one 
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one  great  argument  of  the  truth  and  power  of 
their    religion   -f* — would  God  fuch  examples 
abounded  that  they  might  now  alfo  be  ufed  as 
efficacioully  for  the  conviction  of  all  unbelievers ! 
for  fuch  examples  muft  needs  abundantly  pre- 
vail :  all  who  behold  the  man,  fo  late  a  Have 
to  fin  and  iniquity,  wallowing  in  luft  and  un- 
cleannefs,  bemired  in  the  filth  of  felf  and  icn- 
fuality,  now  purified  from  all  filthinefs  of  flefli 
and  fpirit,  walking  in  all  the  commandments  of 
God  blamelefs,  holy,  chafte,  temperate,  hum- 
bly— will  and  muft  be   filled  with   the    fame 
holv  fear,  the  fame  praife  to  God,  the  fame 
awful  regard  to  this  blefTed  Jefus,  whofe  hand 
hath  done  this  mighty  work,  and  by  the  faith 
of  whom  this    man   declareth  himfelf  to  be 
turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  andjrom  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  God  *. 

Oh  that  the  fenfe  hereof,  of  not  only  fav- 
ving  our  own  fouls  from  death,  but  of  thus 
bringing  glory  to  God,  and  good  to  our  neigh- 
bour, would  ftir  up  every  heart  to  fet  about 
the  great  work,  and  to  come  before  the  com- 
paffionate  J  fits  y  imploring  his  divine  aid  and 

J  See  their  feveral  apologies:  it  would  be  we!!,  if  we 
could  now  fo  emphatically  appeal  to  the  mighty  changes 
wrought  by  the  word  of  Cbrift — to  the  drunkards,  adulte- 
,  covetous,  &c.  transformed  into  fober,  chalk-,  libe- 
ral, &fr.  chriftians. 

*  Acts.  xxvi.  18. 

effi- 
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efficacious  word  to  fave  and  to  reitore  !  fooner 
or  later  we  mud  all  be  convinced,  that  the 
care  of  the  foal  is  the  one  thing  needful-,  all 
befide  will  vanifh  as  the  fmoke,  all  befide 
like  melting  fnow  will  deceive  our  warmeft 
and  mod  tenacious  grafp,  all  befide  will  be 
found  but  like  leaning  on  a  foamy  wave  of  the 
ocean  3  not  only  fail,  but  overwhelm  and  fwal- 
low  us  up  in  defiruclion.  Of  death,  a  future 
refurredlion,  an  impartial  judgment,  and  an 
eternal  alignment  to  endlefs  blifs  or  woe,  we 
want  not  daily  and  awakening  monitors;  to 
aroufe  us  to  a  ferious  fenfe  of  our  prefent  ftate, 
to  fpur  us  on  in  our  chriftian  courfe,  to  ani- 
mate us  in  the  great  work,  wherein  we  are 
engaged,  that  we  may  not  fall  fhort  of  the 
prize  of  our  high  calling.  If  we  negledt  thefe, 
miferable  are  wre :  what  would  the  foul  that 
hath  been  a  ftranger  to  God,  now  on  the  bed 
of  death,  now  ftruggling  for  the  laft  gafp, 
what  would  it  give  for  one  year,  one  month, 
one  week,  to  fpend  in  fervent  repentance  and 
zealous  amendment   of  life-f-!  there   we  fee 

the 


f  See  that  awakening  defcription  of  the  death  of  Alta- 
nwnt  in  the  Centaur  not  fabulous,  p.  155.  where  we  hear 
from  the  mouth  of  that  ftif- condemned  unfortunate,  u  Oh 
time,  time,  it  is  fit  thou  fhould  thus  itrike  thy  murderer  to  the 
heart :  how  art  thou  fled  for  ever  f — a  month — oh  for  a  Tingle 
week — I  afk  not  for  years;   though  an  ac;e  were  too  little 

for 
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the  true  cftimate  of  all  human  things:  Chrifl 
and  his  religion,  his  faith,  fear  and  love,  arc 
found  the  only  comforts  on  the  bed  of  death, 
are  found  the  only  things  that  can  make  the 
good  man's  pillow  in  his  iicknefs !  for  they  are 
the  only  things  which  will  attend  him  beyond 
the  orave  :  when  houfes,  lands,  and  fair  pof- 
feflions,  wife  and  children,  friends  and  lovers  \% 
arc  vanishing  from  the  dim  eyes,  and  fading 
on  the  fight,  for  ever  clofing  to  the  earth,  to 

for  the  much  I  have  to  do."  See  too  a  defcription  of  the  death 
of  Pcnitcn^  no  lefs  ftriking  and  folemn  in  Mr.  Law's  ferious 
Call. 

*   L'mqnenda  tellus  &  domusy  & placens 
Uxor,    &C. 

See  //; ra cc's beautiful   14th  ode  of  his    2d  Book. 

The  following  lines  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
February,  1756,  muff,  pleafe  the  ferious  reader. 

Oh  the  fad  day 
When  men  fhall  fhake  their  heads,  and  fay 

Of  miferable  me, 
Hark  how  he  groans,  look  how  he  pants  for  breath, 
See  how  he  ftruggles  in  the  pangs  of  death ! 
When  they  mall  fay  of  thefe  mine  eyes, 

How  hollow  and  how  dim  they  be! 
Look  how  his  bread  doth  fwell  and  rife 

Againft  his  potent  enemy! 
When  fome  old  friend  fhall  flep  to  my  bed-fide 
Touch  my  chill  face,  and  thence  fhall  gently  Aide, 

And  when  his  next  companions  fay, 
How  does  he  do?  what  hopes?  fhall  turn  away 
Anfwering  only  with  a  lift  up  hand, 

Who  can  his  fate  withftand? 
Then  fhall   a  gafp  or  two  do  more, 
Than   all   my  rhetorick  could  before, 
Perfuade  the  world  to  trouble  me  no  more! 

open 
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open  for  ever  on  boundlefs  eternity!  when 
carried  out  to  the  fepulchre,  like  this  fon  of 
the  widow,  our  larger  fortunes  and  poiTefiions 
may  procure  us  a  more  pompous  funeral,  more 
horfes  to  our  hearfe,  more  coaches  to  attend, 
and  finer  feathers  to  wave  their  ufelefs  honours 
o'er  our  clay  ;  the  city,  our  weeping  friends  and 
relations  may  accompany  the  lifelefs  corpfe, 
(if  haply  fajhion  will  permit  them  to  pay  this 
laft  fad  debt  to  our  obfequies)  but  the  cold 
corrupting  body  hath  no  fenfe  of.  this  gran- 
deur, no  regard  to  this  pomp,  no  feeling  of 
this  kindnefs  or  grief;  if  it  could  fpeak,  it 
would  fay —  "  Weep  not  for  me,  weep  for 
yourfelves  —  read  in  my  clay  cold  motionlefs 
corfe  a  leflbn  of  your  own  mortality  —  and 
prepare,  my  friends,  prepare."  Thus  every 
corpfe,  and  every  grave  turns  preacher,  and 
with  powerful,  though  dumb  eloquence,  pro- 
claims emphatic  truth  to  each  beholder  !  mind- 
ing us  of  that  death  of  fin,  wherein  we  lye: 
of  that  death  of  body,  which  was  the  con- 
fequence  of  that  fin,  and  which  we  muft 
all  undergo;  of  that  death  of  foul,  which  if 
dead  to  God,  we  muft  alfo  fuffer  everlafting- 
ly  !  —  And  will  not  the  fenfe  and  dread  here- 
of be  fufficient  to  awaken  your  moft  ferious 
concern  ?  Ail  depends  upon  one  point,  and 
that  one  it  is  not  difficult  to  refolve  :  are  we 
N°.  6,  Q^  now 


242  On  the  Widow's  Son  of  Nain; 
now  in  a  ftate  of  death,  or,  are  we  in  a  ftate 
of  life  ?  —  have  we  ever  known  the  death 
unto  fin,  and  the  new-birth  unto  righteouf- 
nefs?  are  we  in  fhort,  new  creatures  ?  J  or  if any 
vi  an  be  in  Chrift,  faith  Pauly  he  is  a  new  ere  a- 
tare.  Have  we  then  left  our  old  ftate  of  fin 
for  drift's  fake,  and  now  chofen  God  as  our 
portion  and  happinefs,  being  able  to  fay,  old 
things  are  pafed  away,  behold — all  things  are 
become  new  f  —  Bleffed,  for  ever  bleffed  are 
they  who  can  fatisfy  themfelves  in  this  awful 
particular.  —  Bleffed,  for  ever  bleffed  are  they 
who  thus  have  a  part  in  the  firjl  refurretlion, 
on  fuch  the  fecond  death  fall  have  ?io  power : 
but  they  fall  be  prie/ls  of  God,  and  of  Cbri/t, 
and  fall  reign  with  him  a  thou/and  years  ! 

For  thofe  amongft  us,  who  have  not  yet 
experienced  this  faving  change,  who  yet  have 
not  been  raifed  by  the  word  and  power  of 
Chriii,  from  the  death  and  power  of  fin,  oh 
that  they  would  be  wife  and  confider,  that 
they  would  well  weigh  the  infinite  danger  they 
are  in,  that  they  would  one  moment  draw 
afide  the  veil  which  fin,  the  world  and  Satan 
have  caft  over  their  eyes,  and  view  that  ftate 
eternal,  to  which  all  men  muft  be  configned! 
Then  they  could  not  think  it  of  fmall  moment 
to  be  hanimed,  for  ever  baniihed,  from  the 
joys  of  heaven  i  then  they  could  not  think  it 

of 
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of  fmall  moment  to  dwell,  for  ever  dwell,  with 
everlafting  burnings!  Oh,  recoiled  how  fa- 
tiguing and  painful  it  is  even  in  perfect 
health  to  lie  on  a  bed  of  down,  reftlefs 
and  fleeplefs,  when  one  would  very  fain  clofe 
one's  eyes  and  cannot  ;  but  how  much  worfe 
is  this  when  tortured  with  racking  pains, 
and  when  there  is  no  whole  part  in  our  body: 
— What  then  muft  it  be  to  be  fpread  out  upon 
a  bed  of  fire,  to  lie  tortured  with  extremeft 
anguim  night  and  day,  without  the  leaft  re- 
fpite,  without  the  leaft  hope,  and  what  in- 
finitely enhances  all  the  reft,  without  end  — 
an  eternity  of  pain  *  —  merciful  Lord  Jefus, 
what  foul  but  fhudders  at  the  thought  !— oh, 
convince  the  thoughtlefs  heart,  and  teach  us 
to  know,  that  nothing  we  can  do  or  fuffer  on 
earth,  can  be  too  much  to  avoid  this  houfe 
and  place  of  torment ! 

My  brethren,  let  me  perfuade  you,  rather 

*  Doctor  Young  puts  thefe  emphatical  words  into  the 
mouth  of  a  guilty  foul,  in  his  poem  on  the  Loft  Day.  See 
book  III.  where  after  bewailing  his  mifery,  he  thus  entreats 
the  deity. 

Forbid  it,  and  oh  grant,  great  God,  at  leaft 
This  one,  this  (lender,  almoft  no  requeft  : 
When  I  have  wept  a  thoufand  lives  away, 
When  torment  is  grown  weary  of  its  prey  : 
When  I  have  rav'd  ten  thoufand  vears  in  fire, 
Ten  thoufand  thoufands,  let  me  then  expire  ! 

Q,  2  let 
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let  thefe  terrors  of  the  Lord  perfuade  you  to 
arife  and  be  doing  :   to  make  off*  your  former, 

ligence,  and  to  beftir  yourfelves  in  the 
great  work  for  which  you  were  fent  into 
the  world  -,  anfwer  the  end  of  your  creation, 
anfwer  the  end  of  your  dear  redeemer's  bleed- 
ing for  you  on  the  ace ur fed  tree  !  —  See 
how  this  folitary  widow  lamented  over  her 
Son !  it  was  her  only  Son,  me  had  no  hopes, 
when  this  was  gone ;  all  perifhed  in  him  ; 
vours  is  your  only   Soul,  you  have  but  one 

I  to  lofe,  that  perifhing  all  hopes  are  over, 
all  is  loft  to  you  forever  :  Oh  that  the  fear  of 
lofing  it  in  everlafting  horrors  would  raife  in 
you  the  like  grief,  anxious  forrow  and  holy 
mourning  for  its  dreaded  lofs  !  and  can  you 
fay,  is  it  reafonable,  that  you  fliould  be  more 
hard-hearted,  that  you  fliould  have  lefs  feeling 
for  the  death,  the  death  unending  of  your 
foul,  your  immortal  foul,  created  by  God 
for  infinite  bleffednefs,  redeemed  by  Jefus 
Cbriji  for  everlafting  glory — than  this  mor- 
tal widow  for  a  child,  mortal  like  herfelf, 
whofe  grief  howrever  intenfe,  muft  fpeedily 
have  had  an  end,  whofe  fon  however  fpared 
now,  muft  ere  long  have  returned  to  the 
earth  from  whence  he  was  taken  !  will  you 
not  drop  one  tear  for  this  perifhing  foul,  now 
on   the   brink   of    deftru&ion,    now   in   the 

gates 
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gates  of  death  ?  will  you  not  implore  the 
companion  of  him,  who  is  ready  to  comfort, 
who  is  willing  to  pardon  ?  will  you  not  re- 
turn and  repent?  that  fo  the  bleffed  Jefus 
may  fpeak  the  faving  word,  and  youv  by  his 
power,  arife  and  fpeak  aloud  the  glories  and 
goodnefs  of  his  redeeming  grace  +  ?  —  God 
of  his  infinite  mercy  open  and  incline  all 
your  hearts  to  this  good  purpofe  :  and  out  of 
the  riches  of  his  companionate  love,  fo  con- 
vince you  all  of  your  clanger,  fo  prevent  you 
all  with  his  grace,  fo  powerfully  imprefs  his 
word  upon  your  hearts,  that  at  his  call,  you 
may  arife  from  the  death  of  fin  here,  and  at 
his  awful  fummons  arife  from  the  grave  to  a 
joyful  refurre&ion  hereafter!  and,  hlelTed  Lord, 
thou  who  wanted:  no  other  motive  to  thy  pity 
and  compaffion,  but  our  wretchednefs  and  utter 
inability  to  help  ourfelves,  fave  us  we  befeech 
thee,  fave  us  for  thine  own  fake,  break  our 
ftubborn  wills,  and  enliven  our  dead  affe&ions, 

■f  If  we  arife,  we  muft  walk  and  fpeak^  as  the  young 
man  did  :  cc  CbriJFs  dominion  over  death,  was  evidenced 
by  the  immediate  effect  of  his  word :  he  that  was  dead, 
fate  up-,  without  any  other  help;  when  Chriji  put  life  into 
him,  he  made  it  to  appear  by  his  fitting  up.  Have  we  grace 
from  Cbrift,  let  us  fhew  it.  Another  evidence  oi  life  was, 
that  he  began  to  fpeak^  for  whenever  Chrijt  gives  us  fpi- 
ritual  life,  he  opens  the  lips  in  prayer  and  praife"  Henry 
an  the  place. 

Q  3  wi*h 
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with  thy  love,  open  the  doors  of  the  prifon,  and 
reveal  unto  us  hidden  fecrets,  deliver  us  from 
fin,  fill  us  with  grace,  keep  us  fteadfaft,  and 
enable  us  to  perfevere  in  thy  truth  unto  the 
end,  to  be  faithful  unto  death,  that  fo  we  may 
obtain  a  crown  of  life. 

Now  may  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl,  count  you  worthy  of  this 
calling,  and  fulfil  all  the  good  pie  a  fur  e  of 
his  goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with 
power,  that  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  may  be  glorified  in  you,  and  you  in 
him,  according  to  the  grace  of  our  God, 
and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.  Amen.  2  Thef, 
i.  Ji>  12. 


Th 


DISCOURSE     VI. 

7#£  Wind  and  Sea  rebuked. 


St.  Mark  iv.  39. 

^^/  #£  arofe  and  rebuked  the  Wind,  and  [aid 
unto  the  Sea,  Peace,  be  /nil;  and  the  Wind 
ceajed,  a?id  there  was  a  great  calm- 

JObOsObP*  O  W  natural  was  the  remark  of 
§  H  ©  the  difciples  upon  this  fignal  dif- 
)g  )g(  play  of  our  Lord's  power,  —  what 

SO8(5§08(jH?  manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the 
winds  and  the  fea  obey  him  ?  And  how  reaibn- 
able  was  their  fear  conceived  from  the  fenfe 
of  their  own  great  weaknefs  and  unwor- 
thinefs,  who  after  (o  much  heavenly  inftruc- 
tion,  fo  many  divine  parables,  fo  many  proofs 
of  his  fovereign  Authority,  yet  were  afraid 
of  periming  with  this  Son  of  God,  yet  were 
0.4  fo 
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fo  doubtful  and  of  Jo  little  faith  !  —  How  weak 
and  vain  a  thing  is  man,  how  elate  in  pro- 
sperity, how  abject  in  adverfity  !  bold,  in  fe- 
curity,  to  dare,  to  defy,  to  queftion  omnipo- 
tence ;  bat  when  that  omnipotence  is  armed 
again  ft  him,  when  danger  furrounds  him  on 
every  fide,  how  impotent  and  timorous,  how 
forward  to  implore  the  mercy,  he  hath  long 
defpiled  and  abufed  !  The  fenfe  of  God's  in- 
finite power,  which,  in  a  moment,  if  his 
wrath  be  kindled,  yea  but  a  little,  can  deflroy 
ten  thoufand  of  the  people  more  eafily  than 
man  can  cruih  the  feebleft  moth,  fhould  (one 
would  imagine)  bend  our  flout  hearts  in  aw- 
ful dread  before  him  :  and,  as  we  boaft  of 
wifdom,  incline  us  to  ufe  all  our  endeavours 
for  the  engaging  that  almighty  arm  in  our 
defence.  But  without  faith  in  his  power,  as 
well  as  will  to  protect  and  lave,  we  can  ne- 
ver build  any  ftrong  hope,  or  found  any  fure 
confidence  in  him  -,  and  as  man,  by  nature, 
is  averfe  to  carting  away  all  felf-dependance, 
and  relying  folely  upon  the  merits  and  mer- 
cy of  another  ;  as  pride  flill  contradicts  re- 
nunciation of  felf,  and  refignation  to  the  will 
of  God,  therefore  it  is  that  in  much  mercy, 
he  frequently  fuffereth  us  to  be  brought  into 
great  jeopardy,  to  be  in  danger  of  finking; 
that,  all  hopes  of  refcue  from  our  own  ftrength 
3  being 
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being  removed,  we  may  at  length  call  upon 
him,  and  caft  ourfelves  at  his  feet,  with  the 
earneft    cry,   Lord  fave,    or  we  periJJo  !  nay, 
indeed  thefe  trials  and  perils,,  are  often  de- 
figned  by   God,   not  only  to  beget  true  faith 
in  man,  and  thorough  felf-renunciation  :  but 
alfo   to  prove  us,   that  we    may    at   once   be 
convinced    of  our  prefent  weaknefs,  and   be 
confirmed  in  our  faith,  for  the  future,  by  the 
mercies  and  deliverances  vouchfafed  unto  us. 
This  feems  to  have  been  pretty  much  the 
cafe,  with  the  difciples,  who,   ('tis  probable) 
conceived  their  faith  in  their  Lord  to  be  much 
ftronger  than   it  really  was,  and   who   from 
the    diftinguifhing   favours,   which  they  en- 
joyed, of  his    private  converfe,    and  explica- 
tion of  his  parables  to  them,  imagined  them- 
felves  much   more    advanced   than  the    reft, 
and   able   to  do  and  fufFer  all  things  :    this 
however  appears  manifeftly  to  have  been   the 
cafe  with  St.   Peter,  who  had  far  higher  no- 
tions of  his  own   ftrength  than  were   either 
true  or  becoming  :  and  who  as  appearing  of 
all  the    reft  much  the  moft    prefumptuous, 
was  therefore  fuffered  to  fall  more  fhameful- 
ly  than  any  of  them,  except  Judas  the  traitor. 
To  convince  them  therefore  of  their  weak- 
nefs, and  confirm   them   more  and  more  in 
their   faith,    Chrift    now  wrought  a    mighty 

deliver- 
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deliverance  for  them,  and,  when  all  poffibi- 
lity  of  human  help  was  withdrawn,  ftretched 
forth  his  almighty  hand  to  fave  and  deliver, 
proving  his  power  over  things,  which  we 
mould  conceive  leaft  fubjecl:  to  rule,  leaft: 
likely  to  hear  and  obey  a  Word:  that  they, 
having  feen  his  power  over  ficknefles,  and  all 
manner  of  difeafe,  over  winds  and  feas  far 
more  irrefiftible  and  uncontrolable  than  they, 
and  immediately  after  this,  over  devils  and 
infernal  fpirits,  to  us  more  formidable  than 
all  the  reft,  might  have  no  doubt  of  his  fo- 
vereign  rule  in  heaven  and  earth,  but  repofe 
themfelves  with  ftrong  confidence  on  his, 
love  and  protection. 

Neither  was  it  for  them  only,  that  thefe 
wonders  were  wrought,  thefe  mighty  works 
recorded  ;  it  was  for  us  alfo,  who  are  em- 
barked on  the  fame  ftormy  fea,  who  have 
the  fame  dangers,  doubts  and  difficulties  to 
encounter,  and  overcome,  and  who  have  need 
of  every  motive  to  confirm,  encreafe  and 
ftrengthen  our  faith,  weak  and  wavering  as 
it  is,  —  fearful  and  doubtful  as  we  are  of  that 
loving  and  almighty  arm,  which  yet  we  know 
is  ftretched  out  for  the  defence  and  fuccour 
of  all  thofe,  who  jiy  for  refuge  to  lay  hold 
upon  the  hope  Jet  bejore  them.  That  we,  laying 
hold  on  this  hope  as  an  anchor  of  the  foul, 

both 
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both  fure  and  ftedfaft,  may  fo  obtain  a  ftrong 
confolation  \  may  he  rooted  and  grounded  in 
faith  j| :  it  will  conduce,  I  truft,  through  the 
aiTiftance  of  that  divine  fpirit  from  whom  all 
encreafe  cometh,  to  confider  the  circumftances 
of  the  prefent  miracle,  and  the  inftru&ive 
leffons,  which  we  may  derive  to  ourfelves  from 
hence. 

The  I  ft  thing  which  ftrikes  us  in  this  hif- 
tory>  is  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  dif- 
ciples  were  reduced. 

Chriji  had  invited  all  the  labouring  and 
heavy-laden  to  come  to  him :  and  here  we 
have  all  the  difciples,  under  the  greateft  di- 
ftrefs  conceivable;  coming  to,  and  calling  upon 
him  in  this  day  of  their  trouble:  brought  to 
the  laft  extremity  of  danger,  that  all  hopes  of 
fafety  being  removed,  they  might  have  the 
ftronger  and  more  grateful  memory  of  this  de- 
liverance vouchfafed  them  by  their  Lord:  than 
which  nothing  can  be  fuppofed  more  marvel- 
lous and  mighty.— After  they  had  launched 
into  the  deep,  at  the  command  of  Jefus,  which 
was  fmooth  and  calm  upon  their  firft  defcent 
into  it — Behold,  fays  St.  Matthe%\  noting  how 
wholly  unexpected,  fudden  and  violent  it  was, 
there  arofe  a  great    tempeft    in   the   fea,  a 

||  Heb,  vj.   jo.  Ephef.  in.   J 7. 

com- 
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commotion  uncommonly  terrible,  impetuous 
as  an   hurricane,    fearful  as   a  rending   earth- 
quake *  :  there  came  down  a  Jlorm  of  wind  on 
the  lake,  fo  furious  that  it  toft  the  (hip  like  a 
feather  before   it,   while   the  billows,  rolling 
mountains  high,  whirled  it   with  a  fierce    re- 
bound ;  and,  by  the  joint  force  of  thefe  con- 
tending elements,  it  was  now  carried  up  to  the 
heavens,  and  in  a'moment  plunged  down  again 
to  the  depths:   Their  foul  was  melted  bccaufe   of 
the  trouble :  for  the  fea  beat   with    fuch    irre- 
iiftible  violence  unto  the  veffel,  that   it   was 
now  full  of  water,  covered  with  the   waves, 
and  they   were  at  their  wits  end  -}*,  in  the  very 
laft  extremity  ;  having  tried  all   their  endea- 
vours, and  exerted  all  their  failing  arts  in  vain, 
now  were  they  juft  going  to  fink  into  the  deep, 
now  the    (hip    was  about  to  periuh,  now  the 
mercilefs   waves   were    opening  their    greedy 
jaws  to  fwallow  them  up,  now  there  was  but 
one  moment,  as  it  mould  feern,  between  them 
and  eternity ! — 

A  dreadful  fituation  indeed — but  where  was 
the  mafter  during  all  the  time  of  this  horrible 

*  The  words  in  the  original  are  very  ftrong  ^etc-p®*  and 
Aui\a.^>  ars/xa.  See  Le':gb\  Critic,  facr.  for  the  words.  See 
' ' Jonah ^  i.  4. 

t  Sec  that  moft  beautiful  defcription  of  a  ftorm  at  fea, 
Pfalm  cvii.  23 — 31,  which  is  fupcrior  tc  all  that  ever  Hea- 
then poet  wrote. 

tern- 
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temped?  he  was  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  Jhip^ 
ajleep  on  a  pillow :  and  wanted  only  to  be 
awaked  by  their  prayers,  to  arife  and  help 
them :  had  he  thought  good,  he  could  have 
eafily  prevented  this  ftorm  and  thefe  trials,  but 
like  a  fkilful  mafter,  he  was  willing  to  exer- 
cife  thofe  difciples,  whom  he  had  appointed 
the  Champions  of  his  faith,  that  no  danger 
might  hereafter  terrify  them,  and  that  now 
they  might  not  arrogate  any  thing  to  them- 
felves  from  Chri/l's  choice  and  preference  of 
them  to  others :  and  that  they  might  know, 
that  thofe  who  are  called  to  his  kingdom,  are 
called  to  the  taking  up  of  a  crofs;  to  fuffering 
and  labours,  not  to  worldly  eafe  and  temporal 
enjoyments.  This  ftorm  was  for  their  fakes : 
and  to  teach  both  them  and  us,  that  though 
we  fail  over  the  ocean  of  life,  with  Chriji  in 
our  vefTel,  yet  we  are  not  fecure  from  ftorms, 
yet  we  muft  not  expect  to  be  free  from  trials 
and  difficulties.  The  belt  of  chriftians  mult 
not  hope  to  be  exempt  herefrom :  this  world  is 
a  world  of  troubles  and  afflictions,  a  tempes- 
tuous ocean  that  cannot  reft  :  here  we  fhall  have 
tribulation  *  ;  it  is  in  the  harbour  only  of  eter- 
nal reft,  where  we  muft  expect  to  enjoy  an 
everlafting  calm.     Thofe,  whom  Chri/l  loves 


*  John  xvi,  3. 

beft 


254  ®n  ^je  Wind  m&  Sea  rebuked. 
beft,  he  frequently  exercifes  moft:  not  for 
their  deftruction,  but  their  greater  encreafe  of 
glory:  hence  St.  Paul  confefTes,  that  he  had 
been  prejfed  out  of  meafure,  above  fir ength,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  defpaired  of  life :  that  he  had 
the  fentence  of  death  in  himfelf,  that  he 
/hould  not  truft  in  himfelf,  but  in  God,  which 
raifeth  the  dead:  who  delivered  him  from  fo 
great  a  death,  and  comforted  him  in  all  his 
tribulation,  that  he  might  be  able  to  comfort 
them,  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  com- 
fort, wherewith  he  himfelf  was  comforted 
of  God.  For  as  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  abound 
in  us,  continues  he,yc>  our  confolation  alfo  abound- 
eth  by  Chrifi%  -f — Look  at  all  the  patriarchs 
and  the  prophets,  all  the  holy  men  of  old 
favoured  and  diftinguifhed  of  God  ;  J  look  at 
thefe  bleffed  apoftles  chofen  and  ordained 
of  Chrifl  himfelf,  look  at  the  noble  army 
of  martyrs,  at  the  firft  and  triumphant  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  Chrift:  ; — and  you  will 
find  this  truth  fully  exemplified,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  while  on  this  ftormy  ocean,  have 
ever  been  exercifed  with  florms  and  tempefts, 
in  perils  of  waters,  in  perils  in  the  fea,  in  in- 
firmities, in  reproaches,    in  perfecutions  for 

+   ?.  Cor.  iv,  &c. 
:    See  Heb.  ii. 
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Cbrijl's  fake  *.  Let  not  thefe  therefore,  if 
they  fall  to  the  lot  of  any  of  you,  my  bre- 
thren, fhake  your  faith,  or  caufe  you  to  doubt 
or  diftruft  the  favour  and  mercy  of  God :  tho" 
funk  in  the  deepen:  night  of  affliction,  though 
almoft  overwhelmed  with  the  waves  of  trouble, 
though  the  Lord  feemeth  to  hide  his  counte- 
nance from  you,  and  to  have  forgotten  to  be 
gracious  :  yet  truft  in  him,  though  he  fliould 
kill  you:  if  you  perifh,  refolve  to  perifti  at 
his  feet ;  and  for  your  confolation,  remember 
that  though  he  feem  abfent,  yet  he  is  not  far 
from  you,  that  though  he  fleep,  yet  his  heart 
waketh  toward  you  -f- ;  and  that  if  you  have  him 
indeed  in  your  veffel,  if  his  faith  and  love 
reign  in  your  foul,  you  can  never  link,  you 
can  never  perifh  J :    the   leaft  fpark  of  that 

faith 

*  2  Cor.  ii.  26, 

-f  Cant.  v.  2. 

%  Bifhop  Reynolds  in  his  fine  Comment  on  the  cxth  pfalm 
hath  a  paflage  fo  much  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  and  fo  re- 
frefhing  to  the  humble  foul,  that  I  cannot  deny  my  reader 
the  pleafure  of  it.  "  It  is  true,  indeed,  faith  the  foul  ex- 
poftulating  with  Satan,  I  have  a  naughty  flefli,  the  feeds 
of  all  mifchief  in  my  nature  :  but  the  firft  means  which 
brought  me  hereunto,  was  the  believing  of  thy  lies,  and 
therefore  I  will  no  longer  entertain  thy  hellim  reafonings 
againft  mine  own  peace.  I  Have  a  fpirit  which  teacheth  me 
to  bewail  the  fro  ward  nefs  of  my  own  heart,  to  deny  mine 
own  will  and  works,  to  long  and  afpire  after  perfection  in 
Cbrtft,  to  adhere  with  delight  and  purpofe  of  heart  to  his 

law, 
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faith  and  love,  when  kindled  into  prayer,  will 
draw  down  the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  com- 
panion, and   gain    you  a    happy  deliverance 
from  the  ftorm.     For  I  know  thy  works  and  thy 
tribulation,  faith  he :  fear  none  of  thofe  things, 
which  thou  ffcdft  Jufer  j   behold  the  devil  Jhall 
cajl   fomc   of    you  into  prifon,  that  ye   may  be 
tried,  and  ye  fhall  have  tribulation  TEN  DAYS 
(behold  the  time  is  determined  of  God,  when 
our  troubles  (hall  have  end  ;  hitherto  mall  the 
proud    waves  go,   and  no  further!)  Be   thou 
faith  fid  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
of  life  !  *  — For,  that  from  him  alone   we    are 
to  expect  this   deliverance  from  dangers,  this 
crown  of  our  faithful  labours,  we   are  taught, 

II  dly,  By  the  application  which  the  difciples 
made  unto  him. 

Being  now  in    fuch  infinite  jeopardy,  the 

lav/,  to  lay  hold  with  all  my  ftrength  upon  that  plank  of 
falvation,  which  in  this  fhipwreck  of  my  foul  is  cad  out 
unto  me.  Thefe  affections  of  my  hear*:  come  not  from  the 
earthly  Adam,  for  whatsoever  is  earthly,  is  fenfual  and  de 
vilifh  too.  And  if  they  bt  holy  and  heavenly,  I  will  not 
believe  that  God  will  put  any  thing  of  heaven  into  a  veiTel 
of  hell.  Sure  I  am,  he  that  died  for  me,  when  I  did  not  de- 
file him,  will  in  no  wife  caft  me  away,  when  I  come  unto 
him.  He  that  hath  given  me  a  will  to  love  his  fervice,  and 
to  lean  upon  his  promifes,  will  in  mercy  accept  the  will  for 
the  deed,  and  in  due  time  accomplifh  the  work  of  holinefs 

which  he  hath  begun.  ■  Quarto  edit.  p.  45, 

*   Rev  ii.  9,    10, 

fliip 
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ftip  ready  to  fink,  the  waves  rufhing  in,  all 
hopes  of  life  gone,  all  appearances  of  fafety 
vanished,  all  deliverance  from  the  arm  of  flefli 
hopelefs, — at  length  they  come  to  Cbri/l,  with 
earned  importunity  they  awake  him,  with 
death' in  their  eyes,  and  chill  terror  trembling 
on  their  tongue,  Ma':ter,  ma/tery  they  cry,  we 
perijh.  JjOrdfave  us,  we  perijh.  Ma/ler,  carejl 
thou  not  that  we  perijh  !   * 

It  is  well  and  truly  faid,  that,  c<  if  a  man 
would  learn  to  pray,  he  mult  go  to  fea."  In- 
ftant  danger  makes  us  importunate.  It  would 
be  well  if  the  fenfe  of  our  continual  need  of 
Chri/l's  faving  and  protecting  hand,  railed  the 
fame  earneit  and  fervent  devotion  in  our 
hearts.  The  difciples  ufe  the  right  means  of 
redrefs;  and  they  apply  with  great  fervour, 
though  not  with  befeeming  confidence  and  hu- 
mility: Majler,  CAREST  thou  not  that  we  pe- 
riJJj,  was  but  a  very  harfh  word  to  him,  who 
came  from  his  father's  bofom,  folely  to  feek 
and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft,  to  ftill  the 
florins  and  tempefts  of  a  raging  world,  to  fpeak 
peace  to  fouls,  to  refcue  men  from  perifhing. 
Though  their  prayer  was  fervent,  it  was  full 
of  fear.      But  of  this  more  hereafter. 

*  Set  Jonah,  i.  5,  6. 
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In  the  mean  time,  from  this  application  of 
theirs  to  Chriji  in  time  of  need,  we  learn  to 
caft  away  all  human  confidence,  all  depen- 
dance  upon  the  arm  of  flefh  only,  and  to  fly 
to  Chri/i  our  Lord  and  Matter  for  help  and 
fuccour,  for  deliverance  from  every  ftorm  : 
For  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Cur  fed  be  the  man 
that  tru'teth  in  man,  and  maketh  flefo  his  arm, 
end  wbofe  heart  d.parteth  from  the  Lord  *.  It 
is  obfervcable,  that  the  difciples  did  not  apply 
to  CZ/7//,  till  they  had  tried  every  other  means: 
all  arts  of  failing,  and  every  endeavour  was 
firft  uled:  the  fhip  was  almoft  covered  with 
the  waves,  now  finking,  before  they  would 
come  to  Chriji,  with  a,  Lordfave,  or  we  peri  ft: 
a  lively  picture  of  the  heart  of  man,  by  na- 
ture eftranged  and  alienated  from  God  and 
Chri/i,  which  would  try  every  means,  and  feek 
for  ialvation  in  any  way,  rather  than  accept 
it  as  a  free  gift  from  Chri/l.  To  caft  away 
all  felf-riffhteotffnefs  is  grievous  to  the  heart 
in  its  natural  (tare  of  pride  and  affectation  of 
independency.  Man  would  ftiil  be  as  God  f, 
&J1  work  out  and  merit  from  himfelf  his  own 
falvation  :  and  he  muff  be  driven  to  the  laft 
extremity,   fee  the   infufficiency   of  law    and 

f,   of  morality  and   works,   before    he    can 

*  Jerem-  xvii,  5. 
■I    Gen.  iii,  5. 

caft 
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caft  away  all  other  confidence,  and  apply  to 
Jefus,  with  a  LOR £>,  SAVE,  or  1  P  E- 
RISH*!  It  is  this  faith  alone  which  can 
avail  the  foul,  and  thus  we  muft  apply,  if  we 
would  obtain  the  gift  of  God  in  Chrift,  utter- 
ly renouncing  all  felf-dependance,  and  per- 
fectly allured,  that  he  is  able  and  willing  to 
fave  to  the  uttermoft :  we  muft  apply  to  him 
as  our  Mafler  and  our  Lord  :  our  Majier  who 
hath  taken  the  care  of  us,  into  whofe  faithful 
hands  and  adminiftration  we  commit  all  our 
concerns:  and  who,  therefore,  is  engaged  by 
every  tye,  to  look  to  our  welfare,  to  .protect 
and  defend  us:  oh  happy  are  they  who  can 
truly  call  Chri/l,  Majier  -,  then  they  have  the 
firmed  grounds  to  rely  upon  liis,power3  and 
to  call  him  Lord,  the  fovereign  difpofer  of 
all  events,  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
who  doth  both  there,  and  in  the  broad  feas, 
whatfoever  feemeth  him  good.  When,  there- 
fore, the  ftormy  wind  defcendeth,  and  lifteth 

*  There  are  no  compofitions,  in  my  weak  judgment, 
more  likely  to  convince  men  hereof,  and  to  (hew  that  every 
other  fchemc,  lave  the  chrifrian.  is  abfolutely  infuflicient  to 
falvation,  than  the  late  difcourfes  publifhed  by  the  prefent 
Bifhop  of  London,  which  well  merit  the  ferious  perufa!  of 
all  Deijls,  Morali/is,  or  whatever  other  name  they  deferve  or 
bear,  who  reject  the  gofpel  of  truth,  and  would  make  void 
that  important  article  of  faith,  "  that  there  is  none  other 
name  under  heaven,  ivhereby  we  can  be  javed,  bat  only  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift." 

R  2  up 
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up  the  dangerous  billows  of  this  world  againft 
us,  when  thefe  winds  and  waves  in  dreadful 
conflict  fo   cover  and  fill  our  fhip,   bring  our 
fouls  into  ib  gpeat  danger,  that  we  are  every 
moment  in  danger  of  perifhing;  then  to  whom 
fhould  we  fly,  but  to  this  gracious  mafter,  this 
almighty  Lord :    whofe    eyes   are   ever  upon 
us,    and    whole   ears    are   ever  open  to    our 
prayers  :  he   may  indeed  feem,  as  though  he 
lleepeth  :  he   may  feem  as  though  he  regard- 
ed not,  when  the  (hip  appeareth  to  us  in  the 
laft  extremity  :  but  this  he  doth  only  to  kin- 
dle the  ardour  and   encreafe   the  fervency  of 
our   prayers.      The  more    therefore   danger 
threatens  us,  the  more  let  us  cry  to    him  for 
fuccour,  the  more  importunate  and  fervent  let 
our    devotions    arife   before  him*  —  Maftery 
Mqfter,  we  peri/h, — Lord,  fave  or  we  perijh  : 
thou   alone   art  our    refuge   and   ftrength,  a 
very   prefent  help  in  trouble — therefore  will 
we  not  fear,  tho'  the  earth   be  removed,  and 
though     the   mountains  be   carried  into  the 
midft  of  the  Sea;  though  the    waves  thereof 
roar  and  fwell,  though   the  mountains  flake 
with  the  jwellings  thereof^ 

*  See  this  exemplified  in  the  following  fermon  on  the 

ful  Canaamte. 
t  Pfalm  xlvi.  i.  &c. 

But 
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But  fo  weak  is  our  faith,  and  for  the  mod 
,  part  fo  imperfedt  our  truft  in  God,  that  very 
few  are  able  to  afcend  to  this  ftrong  confi- 
dence :  to  this  full  dependence,  and  abfo- 
lute  refignation  to  the  good  will  of  God, 
in  every  danger  and  in  every  trial :  human 
nature  flill  will  have  its  frail  doubtings,  fome 
remains  of  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief  will  yet 
be  found  :  what  then,  fhall  they  be  deprived 
of  his  help,  and  have  no  experience  of  his 
faving  mercy,  who  are  found  deficient  herein, 
and  like  Peter,  through  diftruft,  are  finking  ? 
For  the  comfort  of  fuch  we  have  in  the 

Hid  place  this  example  of  the  difciples, 
whom,  though  Chrifl  rebuked  for  their  fear- 
fulnefs  and  weaknefs,  yet  he  faved  from  the 
threatning  danger. 

He  faith  unto  them,  why  are  ye  fearful \  oh 
ye  of  little  faith  ?  why  are  ye  fo  fearful,  how 
is  it,  that  ye  have  no  faith J  he  doth  not  re- 
buke them  for  diflurbing  him  with  their 
prayers,  but  thewfehes  with  their  own  caufe- 
lefs  fears.  V  Why  are  ye  fearful? — Have  I 
not  proved  myfelf  the  Son  of  God  to  you  by 
many  infallible  figns,  have  I  not  done  many 
mighty  works,  which  no  man  could  do, 
except  God  were  with  him,  and  are  you 
afraid  of  perifhing  with  ME,  have  you  no 
R  3  -      faith 
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faiths  thus  doubtful  of  my  divine  power,  thus 
fearful  that  your  Lord  mould  perifli  with  you 
in  a  ftorm — how  is  it>  that  ye  have  no  faith  ?" 
For  they  indeed  demon  ft  rated  the  greateft 
infirmity,  nay  and  even  expoftulated  with  their 
Lord  in  a  manner  high!;,  .  eable,  "  Lord 
CAR  EST!  thou  not  that  W*  per ijfb?  haft  thou 
no  care,  no  regard  at  all  for  US,  for  US  who 
have  left  all  and  followed  thee,  and  yet  thou 
flecpeft  in  the  very  extremity  of  peril,  and 
haft  no  concern  for  thy  difciples  fafety  ?" — 
thrift  reprehends  this  more  than  womanly 
fear  and  pufillanimity,  and  hints  that  they, 
m  his  former  words  and  works,  ought  to 
have  made  a  greater  progrefs  in  faith  and  to 
have  known  that  while  he  was  prefent  with 
them,  they  could'  never  be  harmed  :  Let  the 
feas  roar,  and  the  winds  rage  with  all  their 
united  violence,  while  the  Son  of  God  was 
in  their  veffel,  all  was  fafe.  And  if  Ccefar 
could  fay  to  the  mafter  and  mariners,  <£  fear 
hot  you,  you  carry  with  you  Ccefaf  and  his 
fortune,"  how  much  rather  fliould  they  have 
reafoned,  "  we  have  no  need  of  fear,  we  carry 
with  us  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  under  his  al- 
mighty protection  are  fecure  from  all  dangers, 
From  all  ftorms  and  tcrnpefts,  and  every  attack 
of  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air."  They 
more  efpec'ialiy  fhould  have-  reafoned  thus,  who 

were 
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were  chofen  by  him  for  the  very  purpofe  of 
preaching  and  propagating  this  faith  through 
the  world  :  of  which  they  can  be  fuppofed 
to  make  but  weak  preachers,  who  themfelves 
are  ftrangers  to  it;  but  they  improved  in- 
deed in  this  fchool,  and  under  this  divine 
matter  :  after  whofe  death,  and  the  gift  of  the 
bleffed  fpirit,  we  know,  to  our  fingular  happi- 
nefs,  how  mighty  they  were  in  the  faith, 
what  abundant  fruits  they  brought  forth, 
wherein  we  now  rejoice,  and  how  fait  If  id 
they  all  of  them  were,  faithful  even  unto 
death  !  —  In  their  prefent  ftate,  however,  we 
have  a  lively  pidture  of  the  weaknefs  of  hu- 
man nature,  which  was  the  fame  in  the  A- 
pofties  as  in  us,  and  in  all  mankind.  Upon 
the  leaf!:  ftorm  our  inordinate  fears  and  jea- 
Joufies  are  apt  to  arife,  fo  weak  and  wavering 
is  our  belief,  fo  apt  are  we  to  doubt  of  that 
love  and  power,  which  can  never  fail  thofe, 
who  humbly  rely  upon  it.  If  therefore, 
like  the  difciples    we   have  been  at  anv  torir 

ant  to  conceive  'high   notions  of  our  truft   in 
i  <-> 

God,  let  us  learn  from  hence,  never  to  be 
too  -fee  u  re  :  never  to  glory  in  the  (trength 
and  liability  of  our  faith:  never  to  omit  the 
due  means,  which  may  confirm  and  ftrengtheu 
it  in  our  hearts,  -and  efpeciaUy  prayer,  the 
word,  and   the   Lord's    fupper  :    let  him  • 

R  4  tninketn 
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thinketh,  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall  5 
humility  and    utter   renunciation   of  all  felf- 
confidence  can  alone  guide  our  fteps  aright, 
and  keep  our  feet  from  {tumbling  \   for  God's 
grace  is  given  abundantly  to  the  humble  :  and 
that  ai one  can  enable   us   to  exert  our  fincere 
endeavours  for  the    extirpation  of  thofe  evil 
fears  and  doub tings,  thofe  bafe  furmifes,  jea- 
loufies    and  mifgivings    of  mind,  which    are 
apt    to   arife  amidft  dangers  and  ill-fuccefs ; 
and  we  fhall  be  the  more  enabled  to  do  fo,  if 
we  lay  this  as  a  corner-ftone  of  our   faith, 
that   whatever  our  dangers  or  difficulties  may 
be,  God  is  fuperiorto  all,  that  if  he  be  for  us, 
nothing  can  be    againft  us,  and  that  he   will 
evermore  be  for  us,  if  we  commit  and  com-* 
mend  ourfelves,  and  all  we  have  to  him,  per- 
fectly fatisfied  and  aflured,that  he  will  fave  us, 
as  is  moil  for  his  glory  and  our  eternal  good. 

IVth,  Thus  mixt  and  imperfect  as  was 
the  faith  of  the  difciples,  yet  for  our  comfort 
who  labour  under  the  like  infirmity,  Chrijl 
withdrew  not  his  helping  hand,  but  rebuking 
them  for  their  unbelief,  fhewed  his  power 
for  the  future  confirmation  of  their  faith.  He 
arofe  from  his  fleep,  on  the  pillow  where 
he  lay  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  veffel,  the 
pilot's  place,  to  intimate  that  he  preferves  and 

fleers 
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fteers  our  veffel,  when  winds  and  waves  af- 
fault  it,  and  it  feems  in  the  utmoft  peril*, 
tho'  he  may  clofe  his  eyes  he  doth  not  clofe  his 
heart ;  he  may  feem  regardlefs,  but  it  is  only 
to  quicken  our  prayer  and  make  deliverance 
more  welcome.  Thus  he  did  to  his  difciples  : 
he    arofe  with  awful   compofure   and  ferene 

majefty   on  his    brow, he  arofe,  at  their 

prayer,and  having  firft  rebuked  them  for  their 

unreafonable   fears,    and  bafe  doubts; He 

then    rebuked  the  Wind,    and  faid   unto   the 
Sea,  "  Peace,  be  ftill  ;"f  and  the  wind  ceafed> 

*  When  winds  and  waves  aflault  my  keel, 
He  doth  preferve  it,  he  doth  fleer, 
Even  when  the  boat  feems  moft  to  reel, 
Storms  are  the  triumph  of  his  art  ; 
Though  he  may  clofe  his  eyes  yet  not  his  heart. 

Herbert. 
This  fame  divine  poet,  whofe  life  wTas  of  a  piece  with 
his  compofitions,  when  he  named  the  name  of  Chr'ift, 
ufed  to  add  my  Majier,  and  in  one  of  his  poems  he  thus 
exprefTes  himfelf  concerning  it. 

How  fweetly  doth  my  Ma  far  found, 

My  Matter! 
As  Ambergreafe  leaves  a  rich  fcent 

Unto  the  tafter, 
So  do  thefe  words  a  fweet  content, 
An  oriental  fragrancy,  my  Mafter. 

f  What  grandeur  and  elegance  is  there  in  thefe  two 
words,  Suy^a,  vrtQifjtveo,  Chrijl  doth  indeed  fpeak  here  as 
one  having  authority. 

Confufion  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  uproar 

Stood  rul'd.  Milton. 

and 
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and  there  was  a  great  calm.  When  men  cry 
unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble  y  he  deliver eth  them 
out  of  their  dijirefs :  he  maketh  the  Jlorm  a  calm: 
to  that  the  waves  thereof  are  JlilL  Then  are 
glad  becaufe  they  are  quiet  ;  fo  he  hringeth 
:  unta  their  defired  haven.  Mark  how  great 
and  good  a  thing  it  is  to  fly  to,  and  put  our 
truft  In  that  God,  who  when  men  cry,  is 
ever  ready  to  deliver  !  And  what  more  fignal 
proof  could  he  give  of  his  power  to  deliver  ? 
when  was  it  ever  heard,  that  a  word  of  any 
man's,  fave  the  Son  of  God,  was  able  to  rebuke 
a  roaring  tempefr,  and  to  fpeak  a  raging  ocean 
into  peace  ?  Who  can  controul  thefe  out- 
rageous elements,  which  would  mock  at  the 
oppofition  of  united  worlds,  of  all  who,  like 
mad  Xerxes,  would  prepare  their  proud  chains 
to  fetter  them  ?  But  Wind  and  Storm  fulfil 
the  great  redeemer's  word  :  and  *  in  a  moment 

*  In  a  moment — This  cirrumfrance  (obfervesMr.  Her- 
vey  very  juftly)  as  much  aggrandizing  the  miracle,  is  with 
great  hiftorical  propriety,  remarked  by  the  Evangclifr. 
The  Tea  is  known  to  have  a  prodigiousykv//,  and  very  tre- 
mendous agitations,  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the  tern- 
peftuous  wind  ceafes.  But  on  this  occafion,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  its  MAKER'S  will,  it  departs  from  the  eftablifhed 
laws  of  motion.  — No  fooner  is  the  word  fpoken  but  there 
is  a  calm:  not  an  advancing,  but  an  injiantaneous  calm  : 
not  a  partial,  but  a  pcrfcti  calm.  Thcron  and  Afpafio, 
vol.  III.  p.  75.  edit.  8vo.  For  a  fine  and  picturefque  de- 
fcription  oi  this  event,  and  fome  elegant  criticifms,  the 
Ffcader  is  referred  to  the  fame  work.     Vol.  I.  p.  234. 

the 
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the  mighty  billows  that  rofe  mountains  high, 
the  outrageous  winds  that  blew  with  refiftlefs 
fury,  fink  into  a  filver  furface  and  hufh  into 
the  deepeft  calm  !  —  What  an  idea  mud  this 
raife  in  all  our  minds  of  the  power  of  the  word 
of  Cbrift,  and  the  infinite  happinefs  of  thofe  who 
believe  iq  and  rely  upon  that  glorious  word. 
Happy  failors,  may  we  fay,  who  put  to  Sea 
with  this  almighty  Lord  of  Winds  and  waves 
in  their  veffel,  with  this  almighty  Saviour  dwel- 
ling in  their  hearts  *!  yea,  rather,  fhould  we 
fay,  happy  mortals,   who  are  failing  over  the 

*  For  it  is  this  Lord  of  Wind?  and  Waves  only,  which 
can  ailift  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  one  fhould  think  that 
the  continued  and  experienced  need  of  his  aid  fhould  make 
failors  the  moft  pious  of  all  men  j  But  ftrange  to  think, 
how  much  fuperftition  fways  the  minds  of  bigots, — ■  while 
pure  religion  is  neglected  ;  tho'  indeed  it  is  lets  to  be  ad- 
mired, when  we  confider  the  depraved  and  fenfual  nature 
of  mankind.  How  can  we  but  beheld  with  pitv  the  blind 
devotees  of  the  church  of  Rome  imploring  their  Saints  and 
wooden  Gods  in  times  of  danger  at  Tea,  and  directing  all 
their  prayers  to  their  feveral  tutelar  interceHbr?,  while  they 
forget  the  Lord  of  power  ;  nay,  and  wonderful  to  tell,  even 
whip  feverely  their  unworthy  Saints,  when  they  will  not 
grant  their  petitions.  If  this  be  not  heathenifm  and  ido~ 
latry  vvorfe  than  that  of  Baal's  prieft's,  and  of  thofe  who 
failed  with  Jonah,  who  cried  every  man  unto  bis  God,  it  is 
difficult  to  fay  what  is.  Te  Br itijb  failors,  let  the  integrity 
and  honefly  of  your  hearts  and  lives  fhew  how  much  fu- 
perior  your  holy  faith  is  to  this  fuperitition,  and  then  your 
glorious  fuccefs  from  the  Lord  will  abundantly  prove  how 
much  fuperior  he  is  to  the  whole  army  of  Rome's  Saints, 
to  all  her  vain  interceflbrs  I 

2  ocean 
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ocean  of  this  life  fafe  under  his  convoy,  and 
fecure  with  Jefus  lodging  in  the  pilot's  place! 
if  he  be  with  us,  if  he  for  us,  tho'  ftorms 
defcend,  tho'  tempefts  roar,  tho'  the  whole 
frame  of  nature  trembles,  yet  mall  we  have 
no  caufe  of  doubt  or  dread  :  he  will  vindicate 
our  caufe  :  he  will  hear  our  prayers  :  lie  who 
never  flumbereth  nor  fleepeth,  will  arife  and 
fpeak  the  commanding  word,  Peace,  be  JiilL 
But  if  we  reject  and  blafpheme  his  offered 
mercy  and  power,  great  caufe  have  we  then 
to  dread  his  avenging  might,  for  if  ftorms, 
and  feas,  and  devils  are  rebuked  by,  and 
obedient  to  a  word  of  his,  —  how  (hall  a  iittle 
dull  and  allies,  a  fhadow,  a  broken  reed,  a 
worm,  a  finful  fon  of  woman  be  able  to 
fland  his  indignation  and  wrath  ?  —  Awed  by 
this  conlideration  let  us  unite  all  our  efforts, 
and  put  forth  the  mod  earned  defires  of  our 
fouls,  to  intereft  this  word  in  our  caufe,  and 
to  engage  this  Lord  on  our  fide  ;  that  fo  he 
may  fpeak  peace  to  the  ftorms  and  waves  of 
our  troubled  fouls  :  for  he  came  into  the 
world  on  purpofe  to  compote  florms,  to  pro- 
claim peace  on  earth  :  and  as  this  was  his 
bleffed  purpofe,  we  can  never  doubt,  but  that 
at  our  defire,  he  will  command  the  outward 
as  well   as  the   inward  enemies  of  our  peace 

to 
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to  be  ftill,  filence  the  roarings  of  a  noify 
world,  the  impetuous  outrage  of  an  infernal 
and  inveterate  enemy,  and  the  boiling 
billows  of  our  own  corrupt  paflions  and  af- 
fections ;  that  fo  there  may  be  calm,  a  calm, 
fweet  and  ferene,  a  peace  pajjing  all  under  [land- 
ings which  his  powerful  word  only  can  pro- 
duce, and  in  which  by  his  heavenly  guidance, 
'our  troubled  veffel  may  happily  be  fleered 
into  the  defired  haven  of  eternal  reft  !  And 
that  omnipotent  word  of  thine,  adorable  Lord 
Jefits,  which  fpoke  peace  to 'the  winds  and 
fea,  can  as  eafily  perform  the  like  good  work 
for  our  fouls !  oh  filence  all  our  tempeftuous 
paflions,  and  reduce  them  to  that  deiireable 
tranquillity,  which  alone  can  enable  us  to  en- 
joy thee  and  ourfelves !  Oh  may  we  all  expe- 
rience in  our  hearts  the  power  of  thy  divine 
words, — Peace,  be  Jlilll  Oh  that  thou  wouldft 
fpeak,  and  it  mould  be  done;  command  and 
there  fhould  be  a  great  calm  ! 

Vthly,  Thus  our  Lord  manifefted  his  power 
and  mercy  towards  the  difciples  ;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  one  mould  have  fuppofed, 
would  have  been  perfect  rejoicing  and  thankf- 
giving  on  their  parts,  and  full  confeflions  of 
their  faith    in  him,  as  the  Son  of  God,  but 

3  the 
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the  holy  Ghojl  was  not  yet  given  * ;  And  with- 
out the  operations  of  divine  grace  on  the  heart, 
the  mod:  fignal  mercies  or  judgments  do  no 
more  with  men  than  they  did  with  the  dif- 
ciples  :  we  do  not  want  many  and  remark- 
able in  fiances  of  perfons  whofe  hearts  amid  ft, 
the  greateft  manifeftations  of  mercy  to  them- 
felves,  and  of  judgment  upon  others,  have 
neither  been  melted  by  the  one  nor  bro- 
ken by  the  other  into  true  repentance  and 
faith  3  a  proof  and  a  caution  how  needful  it 
is  for  us  at  all  times  to  implore  the  grace  of 
God,  to  convince,  to  (often,  to  remove  the  Jiony 
-f  heart  from  our  breads. 

The  difciples  J  feared  exceedingly  -,  they 
marvelled 'greatly,  and /aid  one  to  another,  what 
rianncrofman  is  this,  that  even  the  winds  and  the 
'  fea  obey  him  ?  No  wonder  that  they  marvelled  -, 
here  was  caufe  fufficient,  a  man  by  a  word 
rebuking  the  moft  dangerous  ftorm  andfwel- 

*  Rather  —  But  the  holy  Ghojl  was  7iot  yet  —  una  yap 
%v  vvBvpct  ay;-*,  —  He  had  not  yet  aiTumed  his  office,  the 
blefled  third  perfon  in  the  trinity  was  not  not  yet  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  becoufe  that  J  ejus  ivas  riot  yet  glorified.  John  vii.  39. 

+  Ezck.  xi.  19. 

%  I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  learned  expofitorc, 
that  not  only  the  difciples  were  prefent  in  this  fhip,  but 
many  others  slfo,  however  as  the  contrary  opinion  is  as 
well  fupported,  I  have  chofen  that  which  feems  to 
afford  the  beft  inftru&ion. 

ling 
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ling  fea,  and  in  an  inftant  commanding  them 
into  peace.  And  that  they  feared  is  lefs  to 
be  admired,  when  we  confider  their  Lord's 
fharp  rebuke  of  them,  whofe  troubled  paf- 
fions,  inordinate  fears,  and  unreafonable 
doubts,  had  fwelled  in  their  breafts  like  the 
waves  of  the  fea.  And  their  fear  in  this  refpecl: 
was  not  to  be  condemned,  as  arifing  from  the 
ftrong  fenfe  they  had  of  their  own  weaknefs, 
unworthinefs,  and  infinite  diftance  from  that 
almighty  Lord,  whom  they  trembled  to  offend, 
whofe  power  they  now  contemplated  with 
encreafed  reverence,  and  whofe  goodnefs,  as 
well  as  his  greatnefs,  godly  fear  led  them  to 
adore  and  dread. 

And  fhall  not  we  be  taught  by  them  to  fear 
and  dread  this  almighty  and  beneficent  Sa- 
viour, when  through  unbelief  and  weaknefs 

we  offend  him  ? When  we  compare  our- 

felves  with  his  divine  majefty,  what  weak  and 
impotent  creatures  do  we  feem  ?  To  look  at 
the  fun  fhining  in  its  fplendor,  and  thence 
to  carry  our  views  to  the  bright  creator  of 
this  dazzling  luminary,  finks  us  into  worms 
indeed,  and  aftonilheth  us  at  the  fight  of  our 
own  littlenefs!  marvellous  it  is,  that  this  high 
and  holy  one  ihould  regard  us.  much  more 
marvellous  that  we  fhould  dare  to  offend 
him,  but    cf  all    moil    marvellous,  that    the 

God 
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God  of  glory  mould  have  condefcended  to 
become  the  ranfom  of  all  our  offences !  And 
can  we  fail  to  implore  his  pardon,  to  be  hum- 
bled under  the  fenfe  of  our  own  manifold 
impieties,  and  to  take  efpecial  heed  how  we 
walk  for  the  future,  left  haply  we  again  of- 
fend the  eyes  of  the  heavenly  majefty  !  The 
fenfe  of  our  own  vilenefs  muft  necefTarily 
lead  us  to  this  godly  fear :  next  to  which 
holy  admiration  and  perpetual  celebration  of 
his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  in  thus  faving  and 
redeeming  us,  mould  ever  find  a  place  in 
our  hearts :  and  wonder  mould  arife,  to  be- 
hold winds  and  ftorms  obedient  to  his  word, 
but  man  created  after  his  image  and  limilitude 
fo  loved,  and  bought  with  fuch  a  price,  to  fee 
man  alone  regard! efs  and  unobferving  of  it*  ! 
This  is  of  all  wonders  the  greateft  !  And  let 
the  difobedient  foul  confider,  whether  it  be 
not  worthy  the  higheft  aftonifhment,  that  ir- 
rational creatures  mould  perform  perfect  obe- 

*  He  that  truly  loves  wealth,  would  be  the  richeft,  and  he 
that  loves  honour  would  be  the  higheft  of  any  other  ;  cer- 
tainly grace  is  in  itfelf  more  lovely  than  any  of  thefe  things. 
Why  then  fhould  not  every  man  ftrive  to  he  moll:  unlike 
the  evil  world,  and  tobe  more  excellent  than  his  neighbour  ? 
to  be  holy  as  God  is  holy,  to  be  as  Cbrift  himfelf  was  in 
this  world,  to  grow  up  in  unity  of  faith,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  him  unto  a  perfect  man  ?  Bifhop  Reynolds  on 
Pfalm  ex.  p.  329. 
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dience  to  their  Creator,  while  man,  proud  and 
vain  man,  thinks  it  even  a  difgrace  to  be  fub- 
jed:  to  his  laws,  a  meannefs  to  be  conformed 
to  the  life  of  a  fufFering  mafter  *  !  The  Ox 
hioweth  his  owner •,  and  the  Afs  his  mafter  s  crib, 
but  Jfrael  doth  ?iot  know,  my  people  doth  not  con- 
Jider  -f-  /  Well  might  we  fay  with  the  pro- 
phet, upon  a  view  hereof,  oh  that  my  head  were 
waters  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that 
I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  fain  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people  I  Hear  ?iow  this,  oh  foolifh 
people  and  without  underftanding,  which 
have  eyes  and  fee  not,  which  have  ears 
and  hear  not !  Fear  ye  not  me,  faith  the 
Lord ;  will  ye  not  tremble  at  my  pre- 
fence,  which  have  placed  the  fand  for  the 
bound  of  the  fea,  by  a  perpetual  decree,  -that 
it  cannot  pafs  it:  and  though  the  waves 
thereof  tofs  themfelves,  yet  can  they  not  pre- 
vail ;  though  they  roar  yet  can  they  not  pafs 
over  it  ?  But  this  people  hath  a  revolting  and 
a  rebellious  heart :  they  are  revolted  and 
gone.  Neither  fay  they  in  their  heart,  Let 
us  now  fear  the  Lord  our  God,  &c. 

In  truth  great  reafon  there  is  to  fear  him  ; 
and  if  we  can  be  engaged  neither  by  his 
power,  nor  mercy,  to  turn  unto  him,  then 

*  Ifai.  i.  3. 

f  Jer,  v.  21  to  the  end. 
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when  it  is  too  late,  we  {hall  experience  the 
want  of,  and  fly  to  him  for,  his  aid  :  and  when 
our  veflel  is  now  finking,  when  the  waves  of 
death  are  about  to  overwhelm  us,  and  the 
terrors  of  hell  make  us  afraid  —  alas  we  have 
but  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  that  we  Ihall 
perifh  unregarded  of  him,  whom  we  have 
never  regarded  five  in  this  laft  fad  hour  of 
extremity  !  May  his  grace  fo  open  all  our 
eyes  from  this  dangerous  fleep  of  carnal  fe- 
curity,  that  we  may  be  fenfible  of  a  life  of 
fin,  and  fly  to  Chriji  with  a  Lordfave,  or  we 
periJJ:,  before  the  water  jiSods  overflow  us,  the 
deep  JwcMow  us  up,  a?id  the  pit  ftjut,  for  ever 
flat  her  mouth  upon  us  !  * 

Thus  did  our  Saviour  exercife  the  faith  of 
his  difciples;  and  manifeft  his  own  almighty 
power  —  that  we  alfo    might  be    inftrudted 
from   hence  in  thefe    lefTons:    namely,    that 
calamities  and  diftreffes   are  the  lot   of  even 
the  bell:  of  men,  that  the  followers   of  Chrift 
rnuft  be   exercifed  in   this    fchoo!,  and  that 
perfect  freedom  from  affaults,  trials  and  temp- 
tations is  what  we  are  by  no  means  to  expedfc 
from  our  mailer,  or  to  meafure  his  love   and 
by ;  fince    he   frequently  reduces   his 
chofen   fervants    even    to  the  laft  extremity, 
for  the  more  full  confirmation  of  their  faith 
Ixix..  ic- 
an 
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In  him,   for   their  greater  humiliation  upon 
the  iieht  and  fenfe  of  their  own  weaknefs  and 
his    omnipotence,    and   to   teach  them,   that 
through    much  tribulation  ive  mujl  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God  * .     It  is  our  duty  therefore 
by  no  means  to   defpair  and  defpond,  in  the 
blacked  night  of  affliction,  when  the  waves 
and  ftorms  rage  to  the  higheft,  but  then  to 
implore  the  divine  mercy  with  the  more  ar- 
dent and  importunate  devotion, to  filence  all  the 
fears  and  jealoufies  of  evil,  frail  and  doubting 
nature,  and  to  repofe  our  whole  truft  and  con- 
fidence  upon  his  faving  arm;     allured   that 
be  we  never  fo  unworthy,  yet  he  is  all-fuf- 
ficient  to  help  and  deliver  ;   be    we  never  fo 
weak    and    frail,    yet   if   we    have    Chriji   in 
our    veffels  ;     if   we    have    faith,    however 
imperfect,  he  will  at  length   awake  and  arife 
at  our  call,  and  in  his  good  time  fpeak  peace 
to  the  ftorm  that  endangers  us.     Thus  fixing 
our  eye  of  faith  fteadfaftly  on   him,  calami- 
ties  may   bend,   but  can   never  break  us  5   in 
the  end  we  mall  weather  out  the   ftorm,  and 
be  by  him  fafely  landed  on  the  defired  fhorc. 
But  thefe  things  pertain   not   only  to  indi- 
viduals, but   alfo    to  the  church  in    general, 

*  The  reader  cannot  be  more  edified,  comforted  and 
inflrucled  upon  this  fubje£t  than  by  coiifulting  Thomas  a 
Kemp'iS}  chap.  x::.  book  II. 

S  2  whofe 
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whofc  condition  in  this  world  the  antient  wri- 
ters have  obferved,  may  beautifully  be  pictured 
out  to   us  by  this  fhip,    wherein  was  Chrift 
and  lis  A po files : 

}  ft, The  vefTel  was  one  of  no  price,  a  fifhing 
vefTel  of  Peter's,  as  is  generally  fuppofed  *, 
of  no  great  value  or  eflimation.  So  the 
church  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  is  but  fmall 
and  of  no  price,  when  compared  to  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  the  glory  of  them. 
The  prophet  applies  to  it  in  thefe  words  — 
Oh  thou  affiitted,  toffed  with  tempefls  and  not 
comforted t,  2.  In  this  fhip,  Chrift  embark- 
ed with  thefe  difciplcs,  which  followed  him, 
leaving  the  proud  Scribes  and  the  ungrateful 
Capernaum,  to  go  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake: 

*  Erefmus  has  a  very  elaborate  note  on  Matt,  viii.  23-. 
to  fhevv  an  1  prove  that  irXcw,  is  not  of  the  fame  import 
with  oftoiafioir,  and  (o  that  this  was  not  a  little  vefTel,  navicula 
Petri —  but  his  annotation  very  little  concerns  the  fpiri- 
tujl  meaning.  And  as  to  the  abfurdity  of  the  Ro?nan  Ca- 
tholics, who  have  taken  this  veflel  to  themfelves,  and  fet 
the  Pope  at  the  helm,  (to  the  exclufion  of  Jtfus  Chrift 
from  his  government)  together  with  the  conclave  of  Car- 
dinal ,  cf<r.  for  the  rowers,  and  thruft  out  us  Heretics  and 
pbatcs  to  howl  at  them  awhile  and  perim  in  the  fea  — 
We  have  nothing  more  to  obferve,  than  that  it  is  good 
comfort,  they  can  do  this  only  in  picture,  nor  ever  fhall 
do  mote;  for  the  gates  of  hell  ihall  never  prevail  againft, 
fo  as  utterly  to  deftroy,  the  Church  of  Chrift,  —  The  poet 
!  ace  has  a  fine  ode  xiv.  lib.  I.  wherein  he  compares  the 
Roman  ftate  to  a  weather-beaten  veflel. 

f  Lai.  Hv.  II. 

fo 
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fo  he  gathers  his  chofen  and  faithful  followers 
into  his  chinch  ;  who  accompany  their  mailer 
through  the  ocean  of  this  world,  to  the  port 
of  their  eternal  country,  leaving  all  the  proud 
and  ungrateful  lovers  of  this  world  behind.    3. 
Various  ftorms  and  tempefts,  tides  and  commo- 
tions moled  the  failors  in  their  voyage  over  the 
ocean,  fo  the  wicked  of  this  world,  iniligated, 
by  the  evil  fpirit  and  prince  of  it,  the  prince  of 
the  power   of  the   air,   by    their    own    nature 
prone  to  evil,  and  by  their  corrupt  affections 
averfe  to  the  true  faints  and  fervants  of  God, 
are  continually  raging  againft  them,  foaming 
out  their  own  fame ',  like  the  troubled  fe a ,  when 
it  cannot  ref,  whofe  waters  caf   up    mire  a?id 
dirty  and  as  having  no  peace  to  themfelves,  fo 
labouring  to  trouble  the  peace  of  others.     For 
there  is  no  peace \  faith  my  Gcd,  to  the  wicked*. 
The  devil  never  fails  to  promote  and   propa- 
gate their  fury,    efpecially   when  he  beholds 
the  church  of  Chrijl  encreafing  upon  earth, 
and  carried  by  the  divine  breath   of  the  holy 
fpirit,  as  it  were  with  profperous  gales,   acrofs 
the  deep  -f.     Then    he  ftirs  up   the   raging 

tempelts 

*  Ifai.  lvii.  21. 

f  St.  Cbryfftom,  in  epij?.  ad  Ileb.  in  a  beautiful  fimili- 
tude,  compares  the  foul  under  the  happy  guidance  of 
God's  good  fpirit  to  a  vefFel  failing  with  profperous  wind 
and    tide    acrofs   the  ocean.       And    he    remarks    finely 

S  3  that 
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tempefts  againft  it;  inciting  either  bloody 
perfecutors,  cruel  tyrants,  bold  infidels,  or 
feducing  heretics,  who  by  their  wicked  and 
impious  devices  either  rend  the  church  into 
feels  and  divifions,  or  endeavour  utterly  to 
fink  it  by  blood  and  arms.  4.  And  this 
more  particularly  when  Chrijl  feems,  as  it 
were,  to  be  afieep  in  the  veffel,  that  is,  when 
there  are  no  outward  and  fignal  difplays  of  his 
divine  and  avenging  hand  againft  the  wicked  ; 
fo  that  it  may  ieem,  as  if  he  were  by  no 
means  touched  with  any  concern  for  his 
church.  Then  the  infernal  Leviathan  maketh 
the  deep  to  boil  like  a  pot  —  he  maketh  the  fea 
like  a  pot  of  ointment  *.  Examples  hereof 
have  been  abundant  in  all  ages ;  how  was 
the  church  tofTed  like  a  fhip  in  the  old  world, 
when  the  impious  pofterity  of  Cain  infefted 
the  children  of  God,  and  at  length  fhut 
them  up  in  the  narrow  confines  of  the  ark, 
that  eminent  figure  of  the  church.  After 
the  deluge  the  progeny  and  pofterity  of  that 
perfecuting  infidel,  Nirnrod,  no  lefs  troubled 

that  as  the  wind  ftriking  upon  a  loofe  fail,  exerts  no  force, 
fo  neither  doth  the  fpirit  bear  to  dwell  in  a  renaifs  and  ne- 
gligent foul,  requiring,  on  the  contrary  daily  and  inftant 
diligence  and  afnJuity,  that  we  may  perform  acceptable 
jyorks  to  God, fee. 
*  Job  xii.  31, 

and 
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and    vexed  the    holy    patriarchs.       Then  in 
Mgytt  this  veffel  was  only  not  overwhelmed, 
when  God  awakened  by  the  cries  and  groans 
of  his  people,    faved   it  from  the  devouring 
waves  by  the  hands  of  Mofcs  and  Aaron.   Af- 
terwards in  the  defer  t,  and  amoniyft  the  Cane1- 
anites,  Jrlihfiines,  Mo  a  bite  5,  and  various  other 
enemies,  how  was  it  affli&ed  and  toiled  with 
tempefts:   till  at  lad  by  the  force  of  ^Pyria 
and  Babylon  rufhing  violently  upon  it,  it  feemed 
to  have  perifhed  wholly  from  the  Eaft.  And  in 
the  New  Tejlament,   while  Chrijl  was  prefent 
with  it,  and   after  his  afcent  into   heaven  the 
ftate  of  the  church  hath  been  little  lefs  quiet 
and  calm:  for  the  flrft    three    hundred  years 
till  the  time  of  Conjiantine  the  Great,   how  was 
it  vexed  with  numberlefs  moft  violent  ftorms 
from  "Jews  and  Gentiles,  bloody  and  cruel  per- 
fecutors:  and  afterwards  what  dangerous  and 
boifterous     hurricanes    have    been     raifed   by 
the  turbulent  fury  of  a  Mahomet,   the  perse- 
cuting fpirit  of  popery,  the  bitternefs  of  here- 
tics, and  the  blind  rage  of  zealots,  and  Enthu- 
fiafts  *!   Such  hath  been  the'eafe  of  the  church 

*  The  reader  will  find  in  Boffuet  *s  univerfa]  hiftory,  2V0I. 
duodecimo  the  fhorteft  and  moft  compreher.f:ve  view  of  the 
progrefs  of  religion  and  the  ftatc  of  the  church  ;  and  I  know 
not  any  work  which  can  be  of  greater  ufe  or  \s  more  proper 
to  be  read  by  young  people  in  particular  and  by  all  in  ge- 
neral, who  defire  a  fuccinct  and  accurate  idea  of  the  ftate 
cf  religion  and  empires. 

S    4  in 
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in  general,  and  if  we  look  to  that  branch  of 
it,  cftablifhed  in  this  nation  in  particular,  we 
fliall  find  the  profpedl  not  much  more  ferene : 
cfpecially  when  from  the  days  of  Henry  *  we 
cad:  our  eyes  through  Mary's  fhort  but  gloomy 
reign,  the  ftormy  times  of  unfortunate  Charles, 
and  the  tempefts  rifing  under  the  hand  of 
jfames%  to  the  abounding  iniquity,  infidelity, 
lukewarmnefs,  bigotry  and  divifions  of  the  pre- 
ient  hour  ! 

And  5thly,  thefe  ftorms  and  troubles  are 
fuffered  by  Chrifi  to  arife  in  his  church  as 
well  to  punifh  the  finfulnefs  of  its  falfe,  as  to 
prove  the  faith  of  its  true  members :  That  the 
try  a  I  of  their  faith  being  found  much  more  pre- 
cious, than  of  gold,  that  perifljeth,  thoy  it  be  tried 
f:::'bfre,  may  be  found  unto  praife  and  honour 
and  glory  at  the  appearing  of  jefus  Chrifi. 
Wherefore  in  all  the  churches  dangers  the 
pious  members  thereof,  like  the  difciples, 
Should  betake  themfelves  to  earned:  prayer, 
and  intreat  their  Lord  to  faroe  or  they  ferifl); 
which  if  they  do,  the  effect  will  be  as  it  was 
in  the  prefent  temped: ;  aroufed  by  their  prayers 
he  will  compofe  the  ftorms  and  reftore  peace 
and  tranquility  to  his  church:  -f  which  how- 
how- 

*    The  Eighth. 

f  St.  Cyr.ii  pf  Alexandria  obferves,  that  as  by  thzfca  in 
this  place,  the  world  may  he  underftcod,  (o  by  the  (hip,  the 

church : 
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ever  he  is  pleafed  to  bring  it  about,  fhould 
fill  his  faithful  fervants  with  holy  admiration 
and  godly  fear;  caufing  them  to  reverence  and 
acknowledge  his  power  and  goodnefs,  and  to 
take  efpecial  heed  that  they  fo  walk  before 
him,  as  to  fliew  themfelves  truly  fenfible  of 
his  mercies. 

But  in  the  prefent  *j-  pofture  of  affairs,  eve- 
ry 

church:  againft  which  innumerable  troubles  and  temptations 
are  raifed  by  the  malice  of  the  infernal  fpirits,  fo  as  even  to 
bring  it    into  the  utmoft  danger,    with  which   Chriji,  tho' 
he  may  feem  to  fleep,  will  yet  always  be  truly  prefent — 
and  when  called  upon  by  his  faithful  people  in  their  extremi- 
ty, he  will  arife  without  delay,and  deliver  them  from  all  their 
fear;  and  will  punifh  thofe  that  trouble  them  and  turn  their 
heavinefsinto  joy,  restoring  peace  and  tranquility:  for  he 
will  by  no  means  defpife  thofe  whotrult  in  him. — The  fame 
father,  has1  another  very  particular  explanation  of  this   hif- 
tory.   IC  The  prefent  event,  faith  he,  was  a  figure  of  thofe 
things,  which  afterwards  were  to  befal  the  difciples.     For 
this  Lake  unto  which  Chrijl  afcended,  was  a  figure  of  Ju- 
daa  ;  a  ftorm  and  great  tempeft  was  raifed  there  againft  him 
by   the   fury  of  the  Jews :  his  difciples  were  fo   troubled 
thereat,  as  to  forfake  him  and  fly  from  him  :  but  the  faviour 
arofe  as  it  were  from    fleep,  and  the  difciples    were  again 
reconciled.     For  the  mailer  coming   and  ftanding  in  the 
midft  {zid9  peace  be  unto  you.     St.  Jcrom  has  a  remark  alfo 
fomething  of  this  nature,  bujus  figni  typum  in  Jona  legtmus% 
quando  ceteris  fericlitanttbus  ipje  fecurus  eft  &  dirmit  & fuj- 
citaiur  &  imperio  ac  facramento  pafTionis/k-z'  liberat  Jufci- 
tantes, — St.  Qhryfoftom  upon   Matthew  hath  an, elegant   and 
fine  comparifon  cf  human  life,  to  a  voyage  over  the  ocean, 
which  is  too  long  for  this  place. 

*  In  his  ma  jelly's  mod  gracious  proclamation  for  fahfaft 
^ve  read,  "  Whereas  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs 

(as 
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ry  member  of  our  church,  every  faithful  fub- 
ject,  and  true  lover  of  his  country,  is  in  an 
efpecial  manner,  called  upon  to  invoke  the 
aid  and  implore  the  almighty  power  of  our 
Lord,  in  defence  of  our  church  and  ftate : 
now  when  fubtle  France  y  backed  by  the  coqn- 
fels  and  encouragements  of  blood-thirfty  Romey 
is  devifing  our  overthrow,  and  meditating  with 
bla^k  envy  and  revenge,  the  total  fubverfion 
of  our  inppy  conftitution!  But  the  Lord  of  ho/is 
is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge :  we 
truft  he  hath  recorded  the  many  ardent  vows 
of  his  people  offered  on  the  day  of  publick 
humiliation*  a  day,  in  which  every  ferious 
chriilian  muft  rejoice.  That  we  may  truly 
reap  the  benefits  of  it,  and  ftill  be  confident 
under  his  protection,  who  is  a  man  of  war  ^j 
let  us  be  careful  to  walk  as  becometh  his  fer- 
vants,  as  becometh  the  purity  of  that  religion 
we  profefs,  and  the  numberlefs  benefits  which 

(as  to  the  ifTue  of  them)  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
the  peace  and  fafcty  of  thefe  kingdoms,  to  our  commerce 
and  liberties,  and  above  all  to  the  mojl  valuable  blejjtngs  of 
the  protejlant  religion,  Sec, — For  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Roman 
catholic  religion  we  refer  the  reader  by  all  means  to  a  brevcot 
Pope  C?b.in  the  v  III.  fent  to  Lewis  the  XIII  king  of  France^ 
upon  his  taking  of  Rocheiic,  and  to  Bifhop  Hall's  incompa- 
rable anfwer,  which  are  found  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  vo- 
lume of  that  writer's  works,  and  well  deferve  the  pcrufal  of 
every  Engl  flyman, 
X  Exod.  xv.  3. 

we, 
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we  of  this  church  and  nation  enjoy  above  all 
the  people  upon  earth. 

This  indeed  is  a  leffon  for  us  all,  not  only 
at  prefent  but  at  all  times :  not  only  in  times 
of  public  danger,  but  of  deepen:  tranquility; 
for  we  are  all  embarked  on  the  ocean  of  this 
life,  and  this,  wherein  the  apoftles  are  repre- 
fented  to  us,  is  the  fearful  and  dangerous  con- 
dition of  every  man,  to  whofe  foul  Chrijl  hath 
not  yet  faid  peace.  The  winds  and  ftorms  of 
the  world  and  Satan  are  continually  blowing 
up  and  fermenting  the  troubled  waves  of 
his  corrupt  and  boiling  paflions:  he  is  toft  too 
and  fro,  blown  about  with  a  variety  of  evils 
and  troubles,  befet  on  all  hands,  covered  with 
the  waves  of  worldly  cares  and  fears,  tbafe 
waters  that  come  in,  even  unto  the  foul,  thofe 
deep  waters,  whofe  floods  will  overflow  him  *, 
and  now  is  he  about  to  fink,  now  ready  to  pe- 
rifh;  in  a  moment,  perhaps  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  the  floods  of  prefent  and  eternal  death, 
unlefs  he  cry  aloud  to  the  God  of  power,  un- 
lefs     he    implore    the  almighty   redeemer   to 

fave. Look  through  the    world    and  you 

will  fee  numberlefs   proofs  of  the  violence  of 

thefe  inward  and  outward  ftorms:  "The  wicked, 

we  are  told,  are  like  the  waves  of  the  troubled 

fea  which  cannot  reft  :  they  are  like  raging  waves 

\  Pfalmlxix.  1,  2. 

of 
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of  the  fea,  foaming  out  their  own  Shame  -j*. 
Look  how  reftlefs  a  body  the  ocean  is,  in  con- 
tinual flux  and  reflux,  vexed  with  perpetual 
ftorms,  in  conftant  agitation,  and  carting  forth 
infinite  filth  and  mire — juft  fuch  is  the  ftate  of 
the  impious  and  depraved  part  of  mankind, 
who  are  in  perpetual  uneafinefs  and  difquie- 
tude,  changing  and  changed,  hating  and 
hated  *,  condemning  and  condemned,  toft 
about  by  diverfe  lufts  and  paflions,  very  flaves 
to  the  caprice  of  fafhion,  times  and  vices, 
fending  forth  the  filthy  mire  of  iniquity,  in 
everlafting  perturbation ;  and  at  the  very  beft, 
in  the  funfhine  of  their  joy,  without  any  true 
peace,  any  real  fubftantial  happinefs,  fubjedl  to 
innumerable  real  and  imaginary  ills,  which 
joined  to  the  inward  troubles  and  torments  of 
their  own  confciences  can  be  fo  fully  repre- 
fented  by  nothing  as  an  ocean  vexed  with  a 
thoufand  ftorms.  This  is  the  profped  if  we 
look  outward  to  the  great  world :  and  if  you 
look  inward  to  the  little  world  in  your  own 
hearts,  you  will  foon  fee  the  immediate  re- 
femblance,  if  yet  ftrangers  to  Cbri/l  and  the 
gofpel  of  his  power :  the  perplexities,  anxie- 
ties, troubles,  temptations,  paffions,  defires,  &c. 
continually    ftriving  there,  will  leave   you  no 

*  Jude  v.  xiii. 

-f  Sec  Titus  lit.   3, 

room 
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room  to  doubt  of  the  exactnefs  of  this  copy 
to  which  the  original  in  your  breafts  fo  ex* 
actly  correfponds. — And  if  any  of  you  here 
prefent  are  in  this  miferable  ftate,  oh  bethink 
you  of  the  danger  and  dreadful  confequences 
of  it :  furely  you  cannot  then  be  content  to  re- 
main and  perifh  in  it:  you  cannot  then  be  content 
to  lull  your  confciences  afleep,  and  while  the 
fhip  is  finking,  fancy  yourfelves  in  the  moft 
fafe  and  pleafing   calm  ! — Where   you  really 
in  the  cafe  of  the   difciples,  out  at  fea ;  was 
your  veiTel,  after  having  long  withftood  them, 
unable  any   longer  to  fupport  the  violence  of 
winds  and  waves,  was  it  now  filling  every  mo- 
ment more  and  more,  and  was  you  expecting 
every  inftant  to  plunge  down  into  the  great 
deep  -,  oh  how  would  you  cry  unto  the  Lord, 
how  would  you  all  fall  on   your  knees,   and 
implore  his  mercy;  how  fervent,  earneft,  and 
lively  would  your  prayers  afcend before  God. — 
How  is  it  then,  that  you  have  no faith?  How  is 
it,  oh  ye  carelefs,  formal,  unregenerate  Chrift- 
ians,  how  is  it  that  you  do  not  fee  your  fouls 
in  equal,  yeain  far  greater  danger— in  fuch  a 
ftate,  yea  in   a  ftate   far  more  terrible    than 
this !  how  is  it  that  you  are  fo  regardlefs  and 
remifs,    when  a  life  of  fin  every  moment  fub- 
je<fts  you  to  perils  infinitely  more  fearful,  in- 
finitely more  deftru&ive  than  thefe?  Inhere  is 

no 
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no  feace  to  the  wicked:  if  fin,  and  Satan,  and 
the  world  have  poffefllon  of  your   heart,  do 
not  deceive  yourfelves  •,  your  danger  is  immi- 
nent; all  hope  is  delufive  :  the  florms  are  raging 
aoainft  you  ;  the  waves  are  breaking  in  upon 
yen:  your  fhip  is  filling:  every  means  of  fafefy 
is  variifhing:  you  are  on  the  brink  of  perifhing: 
though    you    ply     every  oar,    ftretch    every 
cable,  and  work  every  pump,  you  can  never 
fave  your  veflel,  you  can  never  gain  the  fhore  : 
no  human  means  can  fave  you,  all  the  fchemes 
and  devices  of  men,  all  the  fine  fpun  fyftems 
of  morality,  all   felf-dependance    is  but  as   a 
thread  of  the  fpiders  web:  you  muft  down  to 
the  fathomlefs   deep,  if  leaning   upon    thefe, 
you  muft  make  a  fearful  plunge  into  the  eter- 
nal and  unknown  world ! — And  fay,  doth  not 
that  view  alarm  your  heart?  would  you  wifh 
to  perifh,  perifh  for  ever  in  your  fins,  and  ap- 
pear thus  worthlefs.  and  felf-condemned  before 
a  juft  and  impaitial  judge  ? — Oh   let  the  fenfe 
of  rhis  danger  aroufe  your  fleeping  confeiences: 
nay,    and   over  and  above  the  common    calls, 
the  common    motives  to  your   fouls   eternal 
care,  do  not  the  awful  judgments  of  the  Lord 
caufe  your  flout  hearts  to  tremble,  and  to  me- 
ditate upon    the  means   of  fafety  :  fhould  al- 
mighty vengeance    ftir  up  the  powers  of  na- 
ture againft  you,  fhould  he  difplay  his  terrors 

to 
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to  you  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  LiJkony  where 
Would  you  fly,  whither  would  ye  run  for  fuo 
cour?  In  a  day  like  that  the  vanity  of  all  hu- 
man dependance  would  compel  your  affrighted 
fouls  to  the  prayers  of  anguiih  and  terror: 
oh  how  much  happier  would  it  be,  if  the  re- 
port of  fuch  a  day  would  melt  your  hearts  in- 
to the  prayer  of  repentance  and  love!  Forcer- 
tain  it  is,  fliould  almighty  goodnefs  preferve 
our  land  and  us  from  fuch  horrible  ruin, — yet 
we  muft  all  be  prefent  at  a  day  and  time, 
when  even  that  ruin,  tho'  dreadful  beyond 
apprehenfion,  will  appear  but  fmall :  when 
the  trumpet  fhall  found,  the  whole  frame  of 
nature  tremble,  the  rocks  melt,  the  earth  dif- 
folve,  the  heavens  pafs  away  with  infufferable 
noife,  and  the  dread  judge  with  ten  thoufand 
of  thoufands  of  faints  fhall  come  arrayed  in 
terrible  majefty  to  judge  every  foul  amongftus! 
At  this  day  we  niujl  all  and  each  one  of  us 
be  prefent :  and  if  the  ftorms  of  fin  and  &z- 
tariy  have  never  been  calmed  in  our  fouls 
by  his  powerful  word,  that  word  will  raife  them 
to  an  endlefs  intolerable  degree,  and  all  hopes 
of  peace  will  be  cut  off  throughout  eternity! — 
Oh  that  thefe  reflections,  my  dearly  beloved 
brethren,  would  perfuade  you  to  make  this 
judge  your  friend  :  now  to  lue  to  him  e're  it  be 
2  too 
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too  late,  ere  the  waves  and  ftorms  overflow 
your  foul,  ere  they  utterly  fink  your  haplefs 
veffel — for  there  is  yet  one  place  of  refuge : 
the  means  of  fafety  are  flill  in  your  power: 
one  arm,  and  one  arm  only,  and  that  nothing 
lefs  than  an  omnipotent  one,  can  fave  your  fink- 
ing veffel,— can  preferve  you  from  the  day  of 
defolation :  Cry  to  Chri/l  in  your  diftrefs,  be- 
feechhim,  with  David,  to  fend  his  hand  from 
above,  to  r 'id  and  deliver  ycu  out  of  the  great 
water 5 %  and  from  the  hand  of  Jlrange  children  : 
befeech  the  Lord,  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye 
upon  him  while  he  is  ?iear ;  let  the  wicked  for- 
fake  his  way  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts:  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him :  and  to  our 
God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon :  *  Let  him 
cry,  Lord  fave  or  I perifh,  and  he,  who  de- 
fireth  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  will  arife  and 
fpeak  the  word,  peace,  be  flill,  the  wind  mall 
ceafe,  and  there  fhall  be  a  great  calm  ! 

All  is  fafe  if  you  can  but  fee  and  be  fenfible 
of  your  danger :  be  you  never  fo  unworthy, 
your  Lord  is  able  and  willing  to  fave  all  that 
cry  unto  him  for  relief; "  far  more  ready  to  hear 
than  we  to  pray,  and  wont  to  give  more  than 
either  we  defire  or  deferve:"  thou,  therefore, 
oh  Chriftian,  who  perceived  the  ftormy  and 

*  Pfalm  cxliv.  7.  Ifaiah  Iv.  7. 

tern- 
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tempeftuous  ftate  of  thy  foul,  calm  thy  fears 
and  apply  to   thy  Lord:   be  afiured  that  his 
power  is   ever  ready    to  be  exerted   on    thy 
behalf;   fue  to  him  with  earneft,  fervent,  and 
importunate    prayer;    beg    like    one   that    is 
foliciting    for  life;  urge  the  father   to   pity, 
by  all  the  fufterings  of  the  Son  of  his  love  s 
plead  to  the  Son  his  bloody  fweat,  his  crofs 
and  paffion,    and   all  his  unfpeakable  agonies 
endured    for  thee :    and   nothing  doubt,  that 
he  will  ever  caft  thee  out,  that  he  will  ever 
reject  thy  humble  petition ;  but    reft  allured, 
that  thy   Lord    will  arife,    draw  thee  cut   of 
many  waters ,  deliver  thee  from  thy  Jlrong  e?ie- 
mies,  and  bring  thee  fafe  to  the  haven,  where 
thou  would'ft  be!  —  And  when  thus  expe- 
riencing   his  love    and   powTer,   fee  that    thy 
future  life  be  dedicated  wholly  to  his  honour 
and  praife  :  and  let  it  be  thy  bufinefs   fo  to 
thank  him  wTith  thy  life,  as  well  as  thy  lips, 
that  men  may  hear,  obferve,    and    be    pro- 
voked to  the  fame  love  and  thankfulnefs ;  and 
unite  their  acclaiming  voices  with  thine,  fay- 
ing,   Oh   that  men    wculd  therefore  praife  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  declare  the  wonders 
that  he  doth  for  the  children  of  men!  *  Amen, 

*  Pfalm  xyiii.  r6,  17.  cvii.  via,  xxrti. 

No.  7.  T 


DISCOURSE     VII. 

On  the  Man  difpojfejfed  of  the  Legion,, 

Being  the  Substance  of  Two  Sermons. 

PART    I. 


Luke  viii.  27,   28. 

And  when  he  went  jorth  to  land,  there  met 
him  out  of  the  city,  a  certain  man  which  had 
Devils  long  time,  and  wore  no  clothes,  neither 
abode  in  any  houfe  but  in  the  tombs. 

When  he  jaw  Jefus,  he  cried  out,  and  fell 
down  before  him,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  faid> 
What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  J  ejus,  thou  Son  of 
God  moil  high  ?  /  befeech  thee  torment  me  not. 

ftyQtOKtt  E  have  no  lefs  melancholy  a  proof 
35  tV  5>  of  the  power  and  tyranny  of  Satan 
y2  )&  over    men,    in   the   perfon    here 

hJ^Mji  mentioned  by  the  Evangelift,  than 
in  thofe  daring  infidels  who  have  preiumed 
to  vent  their  crude  and  undigefted  objections 

againft 
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againft  this  miracle,  and  the  divine  author  of 
it,       As  the  one  could  be  bound  by  no  fetters 
or  chains,  neither  could  any  man  tame  him  ; 
fo   neither  can   the    other  be    retrained   by 
reafon  or  revelation,  nay  or  by  the  eftablifhed 
laws  of  their  country,  from  cafling  about  their 
fire-brands,    arrows  and  death,  to    their  own 
harm,  the  great  terror  and   injury  of  others  , 
cutting  themfehes,    and  dwelling  in  the  tombs 
exceeding  fierce ',  fo  that  no  man   can   pafs    by 
that   way.      'Tis    difficult  to    convince  fuch 
perfons    of  a  fpiritual    pofleffion:     or   (o   to 
bring  them  to  their  right  mind,  as  to  teach 
them  to  fit  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  and  to  learn 
in  humility  of  him.     This  is  the  work  of  him 
only  who    could  fay,   Come  out   of  the   Man, 
thou  unclean   Spirit :    and  that  he   would   fo 
fay  to  all    in  this  unhappy  cafe,   our  fervent 
prayers    to  the  throne  of  grace  mould  never 
be  wanting;  while  for  ourfelves,  from  exam- 
pies  of  this  fort,   we  learn  an  humble  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  revealed    will    of    God  ;    and   as 
perfectly  fatisfied,  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrifi,  the 
Son  of  God,  declared   fo  to    be  with  power, 
according  to  the  fpirit   of  holinefs  by  the  RE- 
SURRECTION from   the   Dead*,  we  (hall 
from   thence    fully    be    allured,  that  no  man 
could  do  the  miracles,  which  he  did,  except  God 
*   John  xx.  31.     Rom.  i.  iy. 

T  2  were 
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were  with  him,  that  they  bear  wztnefs  of  bint 
that  he  ivas  fent  of  God,  and  of  confequence 
demands  our  faith  and  obedience;  and  that, 
if  in  any  of  thofe  works,  there  may  appear 
ought  difficult  to  our  notions,  or  fuperior  to 
our  comprehenfions,  we  may  be  certain, 
they  were  done  in  truth,  in  tvifdom,  and  equity, 
and  that  it  is  our  higheft  wifdom  to  make  the 
bed  improvement  of  them  we  can,  in  hum- 
ble adoration  of  the  Almighty  hand,  who 
wrought  them;  always  remembring,  that  there 
is  a  wide  difference  between  our  compre- 
hending a  thing  and  its  not  being  to  be  com- 
prehended, between  a  matter  being  wife,  right 
and  reafonable,  and  our  not  being  able  to  fee 
the  wifdom  and  reclitude  of  it ;  a  truth  which, 
in  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  we  rnuft, 
if  we  will  open  our  eyes,  every  day  confefs 
and  admire. 

With  this  view  I  fhall  recommend  the 
prefent  miracle  of  our  Lord's  to  your  atten- 
tion, defigning  to  give  you  in  brief  as  plain 
and  clear  an  account  of  the  literal  ftory,  as 
may  be,  to  which  I  am  convinced  no  reafon- 
able man,  much  kfs  a  believer  in  yefus,  can 
have  ought  to  object;  which  done,  I  will 
dwell,  and  that  more  particularly  upon  the 
fpiritual  ufe  and  improvement,  which  if  we 
(incere  and  defirous  of  it,  we   may  each 

one 
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one  derive  from  hence  to  our  own  fouls;  for 
to  humble  and  fincere  defire  our  bountiful 
Lord,  never  yet  denied  his  favour. 

Chrift  had   no  fooner  delivered  his  difciples 
from  one  danger,    and    difplayed    his    divine 
power    over    the   winds   and    waves   for    the 
confirmation    of   their   faith    in    him,    than 
new  perils  alarmed  them  ;   foon  as  they  were 
come  to  the  other  fide  of  the  fea  and  arrived 
at  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes,  a  fearful  ob- 
ject, full    of  terror   prefented  itfelf  to  their 
view  !   There  met  him  out  of  the  city  a  cer- 
tain  man,    which  had  been  pofieffed    with 
devils  a  long  time ;  who   wore  no  clothes, 
neither  abode  in  any  houfe ;  but  had  his  dwel- 
ling among  the  tombs,  (which,  according  to 
the  cuftom   of  the  country,  were  hewn   out 
of  the  rocks  and  mountains,  that  were  near 
the  city  *  :)  in  thefe,    with   another  of  the 
fame   condition   (for  St.   Matthew  fpeaks    of 
two  *\)  he  made    his   horrible  abode,  fo  ex- 
ceeding   fierce,  that  no   man  could  pafs    by 
that  way.     No  companion    to   the  man,  nor 
labours  for  their  own  fecurity  had  been  want- 

*  See  page  213,     N&te. 

f  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  fpeak  only  of  one,   who  pro- 
bably was  the  more  fierce  and  remarkable  :  I  have  therefore 
chofen  rather  for  the  greater  perfpicuity  to  fpeak'of  one  only ; 
not  that  the  truth  of  thehiftory  is  in  the  leailafk  died  e 
way. 

T  3  ing 
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m™  in  the  people  of  the  place  *  -,  for  they  had 
oftimes  endeavoured  to  confine  him :  but  no 
man  could  bind  him,  no  not  with  chains, 
becj&ufe  tho*  he  had  been  frequently  fo  bound, 
the  chains  had  been  plucked  afunder  by  him, 
and  the  fetters  broken  in  pieces;  neither  could 
any  man  tame  him.  And  always  day  and 
night  he  was  in  the  mountains,  and  in  the 
tombs,  driven  thither  amidft  thofe  melan- 
choly receptacles  of  the  dead,  and  into  a 
wild  howling  wildernefs  near  at  hand,  by  the 
devil;  where  he  continued  crying  out  day 
and  night  in  a  terrible  manner,  cutting  him- 
fclf  with  the  frones,  and  exercifing  his  hard 
matter's  tyranny  upon  his  own.  mangled 
limbs. 

When  he  beheld  Jefus  afar  off,  an  object 
hatqful  to  his  eyes,  and  fore  againft  his  will, 
by  his  ever- ruling  power  was  drag'd  into  his 
divine  prefence,  he  ran,  and  fell  down  before 
him  and  worshipped  him,  terrified  at  his  pre- 

*  It  is  aftoniming  that  IVoolfton  mould  raife  this  as  an 
objection  againft  the  prefent  miracle,  afking,  with  much 
fecming  commiferation,  why  thefs  wrctibes^tbe  Demoniacs^ 
were  not  taken  care  of?  when  it  is  fo  plain  from  the  hiitory 
that  all  pnfliblc  care  had  been  taken  of  them  \  and  to  fhew 
himfelf  not  fo  companionate  as  the  Gadarcnes,  he  after- 
!s  wonders,  that  to  prevent  danger,  they  had  not  dif- 
patched  tbem9  which  be  ajferts  to  have  been  lawful.  But, 
Nil  fu'i t  unquam  tarn  dlfpar Jifyi '-/ 

fence 
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oence  and  trembling  through  dread  of  his 
power  :  and  fo  much  the  more  as  the  Devil 
perceived  that  power  about  to  be  exerted  in 
behalf  of  the  wretched  man,  thus  poffefled  and 
miferably  tormented  by  him;  towards  whom 
Jefus  was  moved  with  his  ufual  companion, 
and  had  already  commanded  the  unclean  fpirit 
to  come  out  of  him  -,  who  upon  hearing  that 
awful  voice  which  mall  one  day  fentence  him 
and  all  his  rebellious  *  to  irrecoverable  woe, 
cried  out,  through  the  organs  of  the  man, 
with  an  exceeding  loud  and  bitter  cry,  <c  what 
have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of 
God  moft  high  ?  I  befeech  thee,  I  adjure  thee 
by  God,  that  thou  torment  me  not.  Art 
thou  come  hither  to  torment  us  before  the 
timeVy  —  Upon  which,  for  the  more  full  dif- 
play  of  his  own  divine  power,  and  for  the 
manifeftation  of  the  number  and  tyranny  of 
thefe  evil  fpirits,  Jefus  enquired  of  him, 
faying,  What  is  thy  name  ?  And  he  anfwered, 
My  name  is  LEGION:  becaufe  many 
Devils  were  entred  into  the  man  —  Horrible 
to  think,  a  Legion  of  evil  fpirits  to  poffefs  and 
torment  one  foul  !  —  Finding  they  had  no 
hope  to  maintain  their  prefent  habitation, 
they  now  become  petitioners  to  Chrifl,  but  like 

*  Such  place  eternal  juflice  had  prepar'd 

For  thofe  Rebellious.  Mi  lton,  B.  I.  Ver.  70. 

T  4  their 
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their  nature  only  for  evil.  They  befought 
him,  that  he  would  not  fend  them  away  out 
of  the  country,  hoping  ftill  for  fome  future 
means  of  evil,  fome  opportunity  to  hurt  the 
progrefs  of  the  gofpel  5  nor  command  them  to 
go  into  the  great  deep,  the  boitomlefs  pit  *a  the 
place  of  their  final  doom,  where  they  muffc 
be  bound  forever,  and  whence  they  muft  never 
return. 

Now  there  was  a,  good  way  off  from  them,, 
nigh  unto  the  mountains  an  herd  of  many 
fwine  feeding  5  and  all  the  devils  befought 
him,  faying,  If  thou  caft  us  out,  fuffer  us  to 
enter  into  the  herd  of  fwine.  For  they  well 
knew,  as  they  were  prohibited  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  of  man,  fo  they  were  a  juft  for- 
feiture to  both  -f:  and  they  hoped,  that  by 

doing 

*Rev.  xx.  iii.  Milton,  fpeaking  of  the  fall  of  Satan  znA  the 
rebellious  angels  into  this  great  deep,  is  truly  admirable — ■ 

Him  the  Almighty  power 

HurlM  headlong  flaming  from  th'  etherial  fky, 
With  hideous  ruin  and  combuftion,  down 
To  bottomlefs  perdition,  there  to  dwell 
In  adamantin  chains,  and  penal  fire. 
Who  durjl  defy  tb'  omnipotent  to  arms  ? 
Nine  times  the  fpace  that  meafures  day  and  night, 
To  mortal  men,  he  with  his  horrid  crew 
Lay  vanquinYd,  rolling  in  the  fiery  gulph, 
Confounded  tho' immortal.  Book  I.  Ver.  44. 

t  This  will  be  fhewn  more  fully  in  the  fcquel  of  this 
difcourfe,fypplying  the  infidel  objedlor  with  afufficient  anfwer 

to 
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doing  this  damage  to  the  poffeflions  of  men, 
they  fhould  tempt  them  to  the  greater  fin, 
in  being  angry  at  and  rejecting  the  feeming 
author  of  this  mifchief  to  them.  Jefiu  there- 
fore fuffered  them;  he  gave  them  leave;  for 
without  his  permiflion  all  the  armies  of  hell 
cannot  hurt  a  hair  of  our  heads;  partly  to  pu- 
nifh  thefe  trangreffors  of  the  Law  ;  to  try  the 
Gadarenes;  to  convince  the  fceptical  unbe- 
lievers of  thofe,  as  well  as  of  ours,  and  of  all 
times,  of  the  reality  of  fpiritual  agency  :  and  to 
Ihew  the  odious  malice  and  propenfion  to  evil 
of  thefe  fpirits ;  who  immediately,  upon  his 
permiflion,  went  out  of  the  man,  and  entred 
into  the  herd  of  fwine.  And,  behold  the 
whole  herd  ran  violently  down  a  iteep  place 
into  the  fea  (which  no  human  power,  had 
there  not  been  a  real  fpiritual  agency,  could 
have  caufed'them  to  do,)  were  choked  in 
the  waters,  and  perilhed  to  the  number  of 
about  two  thoufand  !  The  event  was  as  un- 
happy to  his  countrymen,  as  it  was  happy  ta 
the  man  poffeiTed  with  the  Legion;  they 
upon  the  report  of  what  was  done,  from 
thofe  that  kept  the  fwine,  came  out  to 
fee  Jefus;   upon  the  fight   of  whom,   with 

to  his  queftion,  «  what  right  Jefus  had  thus  to  deftroy 
thefe  fwine?"  And,  I  trull,  it  will  be  maJe  fully  appear,  that 
it  was  at  once  cor.fiftent  with  his  goodncfs  and  jujiice. 

their 
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their  countryman,  fitting  at  his  feet,  and  upon 
full  information  of  what  had  happened,  they 
were  taken  with  fo  firange  and  perverfe  a  fear, 
as  to  dread  his  power,  and  be  afraid  of  his 
judgments,  rather  than  implore  his  mercy,  and 
thank  him  for  the  benefits  done  to  their 
countryman  and  their  country,  delivered  from 
fo  dangerous  an  inhabitant.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  defired  to  be  rid  of  him,  and  joint- 
ly prayed  him  to  depart  out  of  their  coafts. 
While  the  man,  who  was  refcued  fiom  the 
tyranny  of  Satan,  who  fate  at  the  feet  of 
Jcjus  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind,  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  about  to  depart,  as  the 
Gadarenes  defired,  prayed  him,  that  he  at 
lead:  might  have  leave  to  continue  with  him. 
Howbeit  Jefus  fuffered  him  not,  but  {ent 
him  away,  faying,  Return  to  thine  own 
houfe,  go  home  to  thy  friends,  and  tell  them, 
how  great  things  God  hath  done  unto  thee. 
Accordingly  he  went  his  way,  and  publifh'd 
through  the  whole  city,  and  throughout  all 
Decapolis  how  great  things  Jefus  *  had  done 
for  him:  and  all  men  did  marvel. 

*  The  reader  cannot  but  obferve,  how  frrong  a  proof  of 
the  divinity  of  Jefas  is  given  in  thefe  words  of  the  facred 
writers ;  the  pcrfon  is  ordered  to  go  and  tell  what  great 
things  God  had  done  for  him  —  he  obeys  and  tells  aloud 
what  preat  things  "Jefus  had  done  for  him  —  He  therefore 
muft  be  an  inattentive  reader  of  fcripture  who  doth  not  fee 
that  God  and  Jefus  are  applied  to  the  fame  perfon.  Jefus 
therefore  is  God.     See  St.  Luke  viii.  30. 

Thus 


of  the  L  E  G  I  O  N.  299 

Thus  Hands  the  literal  ftory,  an  invincible 
evidence,  that  thefe  Demoniacs  were  not  as 
fome  have  fondly  fuppofed  *,  only   lunatics 


or 


*  Our  learned  Jofipb  Mede  hath  fallen  into  this  opi- 
nion, fee  his  works,  p.  28,  &c.  which  hath  lately  been  re- 
vived and    fully   confuted.     There   is  a  plain   diftinction 
made,  Matt.  iv.  24,  between  Lunatics  and   thofe  poffefled 
with  devils.     I  cannot  omit  quoting  a  paflage   here  from 
the  prefent  bifhop   of  Bangor  s  vindication   of  the  miracles 
of  y^fus,  which  though  long,  will  well  repay  my  trouble 
in  tranferibing,  and  be,  I  doubt  not,  very  fatisfactory  to  my 
reader.     Part  ii.  p.  28.  "  In  the   inftance  of  this  miracle 
before  us,  we  find  that  the  devils  fpake  out  of  the  poflefTed 
perfons,  they  were  fent  out  of  them,  and    they   entered 
into  the  herd  of  fwine  :  perfonal  actions  as  well  as  fpeeches 
are  afcribed  to  them,  which  can  never  be  afcribed  to  meer 
phrenzy  and  madnefs,  for  had  there  been  nothing  more  than 
madnefs,  when  it  ceafed  in  the  men  it  would  have  had  then 
no  influence  on  the  fwine  :  whereas  that  which  went  cut  of 
the  one,  and  entered  into  the  other  muft  have  had  a  din1  inch 
being  and  exiftence  of  its  own.     This  therefore  is  the  true 
Gofpel  notion  of  Demoniacks,  they  were  not  madmen  only, 
but  they  were  poiTefTed  by  unclean  fpirits  ;  and  if  Jtfus  be 
proved  to  have  come  from   God  he  could  not  have  been 
unacquainted  with  the  immaterial  world,  and  therefore  no 
one  can  reafonably  refufe  to  believe  the  account  which  he 
hath  given  us  of  the  operations  of  evil  fpirits  upon  human 
bodies.     Had  no  authors  but  the  facred  ones  made  mention 
of  the   Demoniacks  of  thofe  days  yet  the  Scripture  tefli- 
mony  would  have  been  fufficient.     But  there  are  unqueiii- 
onable  authors  which  agree  in  this  ftory,  and  fpeak  of  pof- 
fefled perfons  as  no  uncommon    fight  in  their  days.     J°je- 
pbus  fays  that  Solomon  had  from  God, the  art  of  calling  devils 
out    of  men  and    healing   them  ;    and  that  he   compofed 
charms  for  aflwaging  the  difeafe,  and  left  behind  him  forms 
of  adjuration,   by  which  the  devils  were  fo  effectually  call: 
out  as  never  to  return  again \  and  he  adds,  that  this  way 

of 
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or  epileptics,  but  real  pojfeffions :  their  perfonal 
a&ions  and  entrance  into  the  fwine  abun- 
dantly prove  it,  were  there  no  other  proofs : 
but  the  fcriptures  all  through  as  well  as 
Heathen  writers,  join  in  the  teftimony  :  and 
indeed  the  prefent  miracle  feems  in  a  great 
meafure  defigned  to  confute  any  fuch  erroneous 
opinions,  and  to  convince  us  of  the  reality  of 
fpiritual  agency. 

of  healing  was  pra&ifed  among  his  countrymen  even  down 
to  his  own  days.  Whether  the  Jews  had  fo  effectual  a 
method  of  difpofiefling  men  as  Jofephus  thought,  yet  thus 
much  appears  plainly  from  his  teftimony,  that  there  were 
perfons  poflefled  with  devils  in  his  days,  and  long  before ; 
Day  he  tells  us  in  the  fame  place  that  he  faw  one  difpofTef- 
fed  in  the  prefence  of  the  Emperor  Vefpafian  and  his  family; 
and  to  prevent  our  miftaking  this  calamity  for  madnefs  or 
any  other  common  and  natural  diftemper  he  explains 
what  he  means  by  being  poflefled  with  devils,  when  he 
fays,  that  what  were  called  (o,  were  the  fpirits  of  wicked 
men,  which  entered  into  living  perfons,  and  occafioned 
the  death  of  fuch  of  them  as  met  with  no  help.  Plutarch 
and  Lucian  mention  Demoniacks  as  well  known  in  their 
days  ;  and  Pbilojlratus  in  his  life  of  Apollonim  among  the 
miraculous  cures  which  he  afcribes  to  him,  has  a  particular 
account  of  a  young  man  who  had  an  unclean  fpirit,  which 
made  him  wander  from  home,  and  led  him  into  the  defo- 
Jate  parts  of  the  country  amidft  deep  vallies  and  preci- 
pices. Where  the  reader  may  obferve,  that  the  fame  cir- 
cumstances are  faid  tohave  attended  this  young  man  as  the 
madmen  in  the  gofpels  :  and  whatever  was  the  truth  of  the 
fact  reported  by  Pbiloflratus,  yet  it  fhews  both  his  opinion 
that  there  were  Demoniacks  at  that  time,  and  that  the  ef- 
fects of  fuch  pofleffion  were  commonly  the  fame  as  the 
evangelifts  reprefentthem. 

Whv 
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Why  fuch  inftances  were  fo  frequent  at 
or  about  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  coming, 
and  perhaps  more  efpeciaily  in  and  about  the 
place  of  his  deftined  miniftry  —  though  we 
may  not  be  able  to  fee  all  the  reafons,  yet 
it  feems  probable,  that  as  the  great  end  of  his 
incarnation  was  to  deflroy  the  works  of  the  devil, 
to  enter  into  the  flrong  mans  houfe,  to  bind  him 
and fpoil  his  goods;  therefore  the  wife  dif- 
pofer  of  all  events,  might  permit  the  devil 
to  exert  himfelf,  and  to  difplay  his  tyranny  in 
an  unufual  manner,  that  he  might  be  the 
more  fignally  and  manifeftly  triumphed  over 
by  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  the  bruifer  of 
the  ferpenfs  head,  and  by  thofe,  who  were, 
delegated  by  him  to  propagate  his  faith,  and 
who  had  received  it  in  commiffion  to  cafl  out 
devils. 

Why  fuch  Demoniacks  were  fuffered  at  all, 
thefe  reafons  are  offered, 

ift,To  confirm  us  in  our  belief  of  the  reality 
of  the  agency  of  good  and  bad  fpirits :  and 
to  convince  us  of  the  divine  power  of  Cbrifi, 
whofe  word  they  hear  and  obey  with  ter- 
rible confufion. 

2d,  To  exercife  the  patience  and  encreafe 
the  reward  of  thofe  who  are  at  any  time  tried 

by 
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by  thefe  and  the  like  temptations  of  Satan,  as 
in   the  cafe  of  Job. 

3d,  To  convince  unbelievers  what  blacknefs 
of  darknefs,  what   horrors    and    puniihmen»t 
remain  for  thofe,   who  fhall  be  wholly  given 
up  to  the  power  of  thefe  evil  fpirits,  and  the 
fevere  tortures,  which    they,  who  are    fuch 
deadly  enemies  to  men,  will  then  inflict  up- 
on   them  :    if    now   they    drive    them    into 
the   tombs   and  deferts,  caufe  them  to  howl 
away    in    miferable    lamentation,    days     and 
nights :  to  cut  and  mangle  themfelves  with 
the  rocks  and  ftones  ;  —  if  now  they   caufe 
them  to  fall  down  into  the   fire  or  water,  to 
foam  at  the  mouth  and  to  gnafh  with  the  teeth5 
what  will  they  do  when   they  get  miferable 
and  condemned  fouls  into  their  whole   and 
entire  poffeffion  !  —  Oh  this  mould  ftir  us  up 
to  (hake  off  their  chains  and  fetters,   and  to 
fit  at  the  feet  of  Jefits  cloathed,  and  in  our 
right  mind.     And  a 

4th  Pveafon  alledged  for  thefe  corporeal "~ 
poffeffions,  is,  that  they  were  fuffer'd,  in  order 
to  (hew  us,  what  the  devil  doth  with  the  foul 
fniritually  poffeffed  and  enflaved  by  him  and 
fin.  For  as  Satan  when  he  poffeffeth  the 
body,  makes  one  blind,  another  deaf,  another 
dumb,  and  another  void  of  all  fenfe;  fo  in 
whatfoever  fouls  he  reigns  through  fin,  he 
2  deprives 


of  the  LEGION.  363 

deprives  them  of  all  fpiritual  fenfes,  and  ren- 
ders them  blind,  and  deaf,  and  dumb  to  what- 
ever concerns  their  great,   their  eternal   wel- 
fare.    A  confideration  which  flhould  incline 
all  fuch  to  haften   to   Chrijt,   if  they  would 
efcape   thofe   everlafting  flames  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels.  To  avoid,  which  no- 
thing will  conduce  more,  than  a  careful  furvey, 
.ift,  of  the  malice,  and  tyranny  of  the  devil, 
as  fet  forth  in  this  notable  event,  and  mighty 
miracle  wrought  by  our  Lord  -y  whofe  power 
and   companion  to  deliver   us  herefrom ;  if, 
adly,  we  properly  apply  to  ourfelves  ;  we  fhall 
be  brought,     3dly,  to  that  ftate  of  gratitude, 
that  life  of  thankfgiving,  of  which  we  have 
an  eminent  example  in  the  man  thus  difpof- 
feffed  of  the  Legion,  and  which  is  finely  con- 
trafted  by  the  different  conduct  of  the  herdf- 
men  and  Gadarenes. 

Ift,  Then  let  us  take  a  view  of  the  inve- 
terate malice  and  tyranny  of  the  old  ferpent, 
as  manifefted  in  this   hiftory. 

ift,  The  S 'adduce 'es  denied  the  exiftence  of 
any  fpiritual  beings,  ange/,  or  fpirit  *,  good 

*  A£U  xxiii.  8.  It  appears  to  me  at  prefent,  that  this 
is  the  true  meaning  of  the  words,  which  feem  nor,  as 
fome  very  learned  men  havefuppofed,  at  leaft  in  rnyjudgmefit 
to  bej"eferred  to  Chr'ift*  and  the  Holy  Spirit  —  /xdts  ayytKn* 

tmrs  wevpct,  but  the  length  of  the  former  note  prevents  my 
faying  more, 

cr 
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or  bad  ;  the  Pharifees,  though  they  confeflecl 
both,  like  many  now  a  days,  had  no  great 
dread  of  their  power,  or  opinion  of  their  virtue. 
To  convince  the  one  of  the  utter  falfhood 
of  their  opinion,  and  to  mew  the  other,  that 
Satan  was  not  fo  contemptible  an  adverfary, 
but  a  Jirong  man  indeed,  this  inftance  by  di- 
vine providence  was  offered  to  our  Lord,  and 
by  him  to  the  diligent  attention  of  his  dif- 
ciples  and  followers :  that  they  might  have 
a  fenfible  proof,  and  fo  not  fail  to  proclaim 
the  tyranny  and  malice  of  that  evil  fpirit, 
call 'd  the  devil  and  Satan  *,  who  thus  in  con- 
tempt of  the  creator,  and  to  enhance  his  own 
condemnation,  had  render'd  a  creature,  made 
in  the  image  of  God,  and  defigned  for  a 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  a  cage  of  unclean 
birds  -f*,  an  habitation  of  an  immenfe  number, 
a  Legion  of  devils:  for  upon  our  Saviour's 
afking  their  name,the  devils, who  had  poffefled 
the  man,  fo  called  themfelves ;  and  for  this 
reafon  they  add  —  becaufe  <we  are  many.  A 
Reman  Legion  at  that  time  confifted  of  up- 
wards of  fix  thoufand  ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
from  thence,  that  this  was  the  exact  number 
of  the  devils,  only  that  there  were  many  of 
them:    and  that  they  affumed  this  name   as 

*  Revel,  xii.  9. 
t  Revel.  xv;ii.  ?., 

well 
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Well  for  terror  (a  Roman  Legion  being  now 
in  thofe  parts  a  very  formidable  name)  as 
in  oppofition  to  the  almighty,  who  hath  alfo 
a  name  of  war,  the  Lord  of  ho/Is,  nay  and  who 
is  a  man  of  war  *,  commanding  all  the  armies 
of  heaven,  of  earth,  and  of  hell.  And  as  this 
name  particularly  belonged  to  the  Mcffiah, 
the  Son  of  God,  therefore  the  devil,  his  in- 
veterate foe,  afTumed  to  himfelf  alfo  a  military 
name ;  arrogantly  intimating  thereby,  that 
he  would  not  yield,  but  hold  out  in  defence 
of  his  kingdom,  and  wage  war  with  his  in- 
fernal hoft,  againft  the  triumphant  Michael, 
and  all  the  armies  of  heaven.  A  leflon  for 
us,  under  whofe  banner  we  mould  lift,  fince 
it  is  neceffary  that  we  be  engaged,  fince  we  mud 
fight  the  Lord's,  or  the  old  ferpents  battles  : 
and  again,  on  whofe  might  we  mould  rely, 
feeing  we  fight  not  againft  ft  eft  j  and  blood,  hit 
againtl  principalities  and  powers,  againft  the 
rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  the  world,  againft  fpi- 
ritual  wickednefs  in  high  places  -f  :  againft  Le- 
mons of  enemies:  for  it  is  a  fearful  confidera- 
tion,  that  if  fo  many  go  to  the  porTelFion  of 
one  man,  what  numbers  there  muft  be  tra- 
verfing  this  lower  world,  2&&feekirrg  whom  they 
may  devour.     Be  affur'd,  Chriftian,   thou  (halt 

*   Seepage  282,  foregoing, 
f  Ephef.  vi.  12. 

No.  7.  U  never 
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never  want  enemies  to  engage,  and  powerful 
ones  too, — united  in  one  common  hatred^ 
banded  in  one  confpiracy  to  deflroy  thy  foul7 
and  drag  it  with  them  into  the  bottomlefs 
pit.  —  Great  need  therefore  there  is,  that  we 
put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  which  is  proof 
againft  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  enemy,  and 
clad  in,  which  we  lhall  go  on  conquering  and 
to  conquer,  finging  this  triumphant  prelude  to 
victory,  "  In  all  thefe  things  we  are  more  than 
conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us:"  thro' 
him,  though  every  devil  were  multiplied  in- 
to a  Legion,  w7e  need  fear  no  evil  —  iince  if 
the  Lord  of  faofts  be  for  us,  who  can  be  againft 
us — if  he  who  can  caufe  them  to  depart  at 
a  word  he  on  our  fide,  we  have  no  reafon  to 
dread  what  the  malice  of  all  the  powers  of 
darknefs  can' invent  againft  againft  us ! 

2d,  This  Legion  of  evil  fpirits  having  thus 
pofkfled  the  man,  they  compelled  him  either 
to   throw  off,  or  furioufly  tear  in  pieces  the 

ments  wherewith  he  was  clothed,  and  thus 
to  run  about  naked,  without  any  covering  : 
which  was  done  in  contempt  of  God,  who 
created  the  fitit  pair, nqked  $  and  when  they 
were  fo,  and  not  ajhamed  *,   we  fee  them  in 

their 

/.  ii.  25.     This  is  generally   and  very  juflly  ufed 

as 
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their  ftate  of  innocence,  unacquainted  with 
///;,  and  fo  ftrangers  to  Jhame :  But  now  fallen 
as  we  are  from  that  blifsful  ftate,  clothes  are  a 
witnefs  to  and  a  covering  of  our  fhame.  This 
man  therefore  thus  flript  by  the  power  of 
indwelling  fpirits,  moved  neither  by  fhame 
nor  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  flood  a 
fad  object  of  proud  Satan's  fcorn,  and  a  me- 
lancholy proof  of  the  confequence  of  fin, 
and  the  nakednefs  of  the  foul. 

3d,  So  exceeding  fierce  was  he,  that  he 
could  be  boundby  no  chains,  tamed  by  no  man, 
and  by  none  reftrained  from  flying  to  dwell 
amongft  the  tombs  and  deferts;  thither  he 
was  driven  by  the  devil,  forcibly  compelled 
thither  by  him,  for  the  greater  horror  of  the 
place,  for  the  better  torturing  of  his  body, 
for  the  avoiding  the  fight  and  affociation  of 
men,  left  by  their  prayers  and  compafiion  this 
miferable  object  might  be  refcued  from  his 
grievous   malice  *.      For   it  is   the  propertv 

of 

as  an  argument  againft  that  pride  and  excefs  in  clothino- 
and  outward  ornaments,  which  reminding  us  of  our  fall, 
fhoultl  rather  humble  than  elate  us- 

*  Groti us  fuppofes,  that  the  Demons  chofe  to  drive  the 
men  that  they  pojpffed  among  the  tombs,  to  confirm  fome 
fuperftitious  notions  of  the  yews,  relating  to  the  power  of 
evil  fpirits  over  the  dead.  The  Heathens,  fays  Doddridge, 
had  undoubtedly  fuch  notions ;  but  I  rather  think  with 
U  2  Elfntr 
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of  fin,  to  break  all  reftraints  of  God,  of  men, 
and  of   laws :  to  fly   the   refort  of  men,  to 
love  darknefs  rather   than  light ,  to  walk  thro' 
dry  places  feeking    reft :    fuch  wilderneJJ'es  are 
the  proper  fcenes    for  his    tyranny  :    in   one 
of  them  he  attacked  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf, 
who    came  into  this  world  to  combat  and  to 
conquer,  and  who  alone  was  able  to  bind  this 
jlrong    man,    in    chains  of  ever-during  iron. 
<c  Solitary  deferts   are   the  delights  of  Satan  : 
it  is  an  unwife  zeal  (fays  bifhop  Hall  J  which 
moves  us  to  do  that  to  ourfelves  which  the 
devil  wi flies  to  do  to  us  for  a  punifliment  and 
conveniency  of  temptation.     The  evil  fpirit 
is    for  folkAihefc:    God    is  for  fociety :    he 
dwells    in    the    affembly    of   his    faints,    yea 
there  he  hath  a  delight  to  dwell  ;  why  fliould 
we  not  account  it  our  happinefs,    that    we 
may    have  leave  to  dwell  there,  where   the 
author    of  all  happinefs  loves  to  dwell  ?" 

Elfncr,  the  demoniacs  chofe  the  caves  of  this  burying 
ground,  as  a  kind  of  fhelter,  and  he  has  (hewn  that  wretches 
in  extremity  fometimes  did  the  like.  Elfners  Obf.  vol. I. 
p.  65 — 68.  Trie  Bifhop  or"  Bangor  obferving  the  nature 
of  the  Jeiuifo  fepulchres,  that  they  were  a  kind  of  caves 
cut  in  the  fides  of  rocks  and  mountains,  adds,  that  thefe 
mountains  might  have  afforded  the  mad-men  not  only 
fhelter  but  food, — 'John  the  Bapiift,  lived  in  the  wildernefs 
on  kcufli  and  wild  honey;  and  Jofepbus  in  his  own  life 
tells  us,  that  when  young  he  went  out  into  the  wildernefs 
to  be  inftrudted  bv  one  Banus,  who  lived  there  upon  what 
">fiv  wild  and  without  culture,  p,  21. 

3  iv, 
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4th,  Thus  miferably  naked  and  exceeding 
fierce,  breaking  all  bonds  and  fetters  in  pieces, 
and  dwelling  in  the  tombs  and  deferts,  amidft 
horror,  from  the  refort  of  men,  it  is  more* 
over  added,  as  a  further  circumftance  of  the 
devil's  tyranny,  that  always  night  and  day,  he 
continued  lamentably  crying  out,  and  cutting 
himfelf  againft  the  rocks,  and  with  the  iiones 
found  there  :  thus  giving  up  his  members  as 
arms  to  the  devil,  and  inftruments  againfh 
himfelf,  like  the  ir»iferably  deluded  votaries 
of  the  fame  infernal  power,  whom  they  wor- 
fhipped  under  the  name  of  Baal-,  and  invo- 
cating  whofe  aid,  we  are  told,  they  cried  out 
and  cut  them/elves  after  their  manner*  'with 
knives ,  and  lancers^  till  the  blood  gu/hed  out  upon 
them  *.  For  the  devil  will  leave  no  means 
untried  to  make  a  man,  the  inflrument  of  his 
own  deftrudlion  -3  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of 
the  unhappy  youth  in  the  Gospel,  whom  (as 
his  father  informed  our  Lord)  he  had  often 
caft  into  the  fire  and  into  the  water  to  dejlroy 
him  -f*. 

But  the  wretched  man  here  under  confe- 
deration was,  by  his  impulfe,  fo  exceeding 
fierce,  that  no  man  could  pafs  by  that  way : 

*   1  Kins;s  xviii.  28. 
f  Mark  ix.  22. 

U  3  not. 
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not  only  fierce,  %aUzo;t  but  mifchievous,  info- 
much  that  it  was  dangerous  for  any  one  to 
travel  near  that  place,  left  this  Demoniac 
fhould  leap  upon  them,  as  that  mentioned 
m  the  Ath*,  did  upon  the  feven  fons  of 
Sceva  the  Jew,  and  oreva.^ed  againft  them, 
fo  that  thej  fled  out  of  that  houfe  naked  and 
wounded. 

Hence  then  we  have  a  difplay  of  the  ty- 
ranny and  power  of  the  devil  more  fully 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  facred  fcriptures : 
hence  we  fee  that  fo  deadly  and  bitter  an 
enemy  he  is  to  the  human  race,  that  if  he 
can  poffefs  even  one  fingle  man  with  a  Legion 
of  evil  fpirits,  if  he  can  make  him  a  Q:ame 
and  reproach  to  the  reft  of  men,  or  drive  him 
from  their  rejort  and  company,  if  he  can  cut 
and  wangle  his  body,  diftrefs  and  imprifon 
his  foul,  caft  him  into  a  thoufand  dangers, 
and  hurt  him  in  every  refped,  it  is  the  great- 
eft  icy  and  fatisfaction  to  his  malicious  and  dia- 
bolical defires!  oh  would  finners  but  from 
hence  con  fid  er  what  a  majter  they  ferve,  and 
what  are  the  wages,  which  he  will  give, 
how  would  they  tremble  under  his  yoke,  how 
would  they  fly  and  haften  to  accept  redemp- 
tion!—  his  obftinate  malicioufnefs  is  more- 
over feen  in  this,  that  when  drag'd  by  the 
*  Acts  ix.  1 6. 

divine 


of  the  LEGION.  311 

divine  power,  to  Chrifl,  as  to  a  tribunal,  and 
when   underftanding,  that  he  was  the  judge 
to  condemn  him,  the  pro  mi jed feed,  that  foidd 
bruife  his  accurfed  head —  He  refufes  to  yield 
willingly,  but  as  if  Chrijl  would  do  him  an 
injury  by  driving  him  out   before  his   time, 
he  adjures  him  by  GOD  —  /  adjure  thee   by 
GOD,  that  then  torment  me  not  —  by   driving 
me  out  of  this  man,  whom  I  juftly  poflefs 
on  account  of  iin,   by  fending  me  out  of  this 
country !    how    horrible    in    this  adjuration'  1 
how  execrable  his  device!  — fo  oppofing  the 
Son  of  God,  as  to  adjure  him  by  Cod,  as  if 
there  were  any  other  God,   any  other  judge 
eternal,  than   this  fame  Jefus  Chrijl,   the  Son 
of  the  living  God,   cc   God  of  God,  Light  of 
Light,  very  God  of  very  God,"  God  equal 
with  the  Father  and  the  eternal   fpirit,  who 
is   in    the  father,   and  the  father  in  him,   and 
whom  whofoever  hath  feen,  bath  feen  the   Father 
tip* 

But  this  infernal  fpirit  leaves  the  dwelling 
which  he  had  long  poffefled  with  indignant 
reluctance:  and  finding  that  to  contend  was 
fruitiefs.  he  entreats  to  have  leave  to  enter  in- 
to the  herd  offwine,  that  if  he  could  not 
injure  men  themfelves,  he  might  however 
injure  their  property  :  and  fo  irritate   and  pfo- 

*  John  xiv,  9,  10, 11. 
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voke  them  to  fin,  through  difcontent  and  im- 
patience, and  to  a  diflike  and  rejection  of  Chri/i 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  on  account  of  their 
lofs:  as  we  read  in  the  hiftory  of  Job,  about 
whom  the  Lord  fo  made  an  hedge,  that  Satan 
could    have  no  power  over   his  perfon  :    yet 
by  God's  fufferance  he  flew  his  cattle,  and  his 
children,  in  which  the  blow  was  aimed  whol- 
ly at  him,  that  he  might   be  tempted  to  dif- 
content and  impatience,  and  to  curfe  God  to 
his  face  *.      "  There  is  no  affliction,  wherein 
Satan    doth  not    ftrike  at  the    heart,    which 
whilft  it  holds   free  air  other    damages   are 
light,    but    a    wounded    fpirit,  with    fin   or 
ibrrow,   who  can  bear  ?   Whatever  becomes 
of  goods   or  limbs  happy  are  we,  if  like  wife 
fotdiers,  we  guard  the  vital  parts :  while  the 
foul   is  kept  free   from   impatience,   from  di- 
ltrufr,  our  enemy  may  afflict  us,  he  cannot 
harm  us." 

This  firft  part  of  the  prefent  miracle  thus 
pointing  out  the  malice,  love  of  evil,  tyran- 
ny, and  power  of  the  devil,  we  may  oppofe 
to  the  loofe  feoffs,  and  recommend  to  the 
ferious  attention  of  thofe  infidels  and  thought- 
finners,  who  like  the  Pharifees  and  Sad- 
ducees  of  old,  when  exhorted  from  fin  thro' 
dread  of  Satan's  power  and  the  miferies  of 

*   See  Job  i. 
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hell,  make  a  mock  both  at  the  one  and  the 
other,  efteeming  each  the  bug-bear  of  nurfes, 
and   the  device  of  priefts   to  keep  a  foolifh 
world  in  awe.     They  for  their  parts  have  too 
acute    understandings,    and    too   penetrating 
geniufTes    to   believe  ought  of  the  flames  of 
hell,  or  the  malice  of  its  prince,  whom  they 
fancy  a  more  mild  and  go$d~natured  governor 
than  the  prefent  miracle  gives  us  fome  reafon 
to  fuppofe  he  is.       Would  they   ferioufly  at- 
tend   to    the   miferable  fpe&acle,  which  this 
gofpel  prefents  to  our  view,  naked,  dwelling 
in  tombs,  crying  out  day  and  night,   cutting 
himfelf  with  ftones,  furious,   fierce,  deftruc- 
tive,    furely  their  feoffs,  and  idle   mockery, 
would  be  changed  into  companion  and  earneft 
heed    to   themfelves.       But  if  they  will  not 
do  this,  if  they  will  flill  deride,  and  ftilldiibe- 
lieve,    let   them    have    patience   but    a   little 
while,  alas  they  know  not  how    little  —  and 
prefently  to  their  eternal  lofs  will  they  dread- 
fully experience,  how  great  is  the  tyranny, 
how  bitter  the  malice  of  this  prince  of  dark- 
nefs  againft  the  fouls  of  men  !    which,  God 
grant,  the  timely  repentance  and  reformation 
of  all  fuch  may  prevent ! 

Hence  too  we   may  fully  learn   how  mi- 
ferable   and  wretched   their   condition  is,  in 
whofe  fouls  the  devil  obtains  a  fpiritual  com- 
mand. 
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mand.      For   what   doth  a  rebellious   man, 
alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  who,  being 
feeling   hath  green  himfelf  ever  unto   laj- 
:ufnefs>  to  work  all  uncle  annefi  with  gree- 
dinefs  *,    who   fuffers    all  his   evil  and  cor- 
rupt affe&ions  and  defires,  to  run  riot   and 
unreftrained    in    every    iniquity,    what  doth 
fuch    a   one  differ    from    this    man  poffejfed 
with  devils  ?  Such  miferable  finners,  firft  caft 
away   that  pure  and  white  robe  wherewith 
Gkrjjt   after  the  fall  would  now  in  baptifm 
cioath    and  adorn    them:    and  though  they 
do  indeed  walk  about  covered  with  outward 
garments,  yet  they  want  the  inward  clothings 
that  which  is  the  true  ornament  and  glory  of 
man.     They  are  naked  it  is  true,  but  yet  not 
cjlximcd;    for    having    caft  away  all    fhame, 
they  regard  no  law.  nor  reftrainr,  fo  be  they 
may  but  fatisfy   cc  their  carnal   lufts  and  fil- 
thy appetites,   like  brute  beads  that  have  no 
underftanding."      Nay,   fome    arrive  at  even 
fuch  a  height  of  madnefs  and  impudence,  as 
even  to  glory  in  their  fins,  in  the  face  of  the 
fun,  to  make  a  gain  of  them,  nay  and  to  live 
by  them!  who  can  be  looked   upon  only  as 
a  number  of  unfortunate   human   creatures, 
pojfejjed  with  devils,    and    by   them   driven  on 


*  Epn.  lv.  r'9. 
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to  whoredom,  intemperance,  drunken  nefs,  ex- 
tortion, rapine,  murders,  pride,  envyings,  and 
all  the  raging  madnefs  of  every  iniquity: 
which  many  think  not  enough  to  pradtifc, 
but  —  fhame  to  tell,  and  almofl  impoffible  to 
believe_ — fome  there  are  fo  abandoned  as 
even  to  boaft  of  their  vices,  nay,  and  with 
diabolical  delufion,  even  to  exaggerate  their 
own  offences  *,  as  if  there  were  a  merit  in 
defying  the  God  of  heaven,  in  challenging, 
like  the  mafter  -f-  they  ferve,  the  Omnipotent 
kimfelf  to  arms,  and  an  honour  in  perpetra- 
ting the  moft  flagrant  offences  !  oh  'tis  a  bad 
fign  to  talk  of  with  pleafure,  or  to  hear  writh 
approbation  the  foul  and  odious  tales  of  ini- 
quitous and  debauched  finners ! 

But  if  any  would  endeavour  to  reftrain  the 
licentioufnefs  of  fuch,  and  reduce  them  into 
order  by  the  bonds  of  goodly  difcipline,  then, 

*  What  the  poet  fays  of  one  fort  of  fmr.ers,  may  well 
be  applied  to  all  under  this  horrible  delufion, 

A  worthlefs  tribe  you   are 

Fit  only  for  yourfeives:  you  herd  together; 

And  when  the  circling  glr.'s  warms  your  vain  hearts, 

You  talk  of  beauties  that  you  never  lav, , 

And  fancy  raptures  that  you  iiev,er  knew, 

-f  See  pape  296,    foregoing. 

as 


3 1 6  On  the  Man  difpo/Jeffed 

as  if  agitated  with  new  fury,  they  break  a- 
funder  all  the  fetters  of  divine  and  human 
laws.  They  will  not  be  fubjecl  to  God  nor 
obey  the  hated  laws  of  Ch rift  —  they,  as  con- 
temners of  all  religious  reftraint,  cry  out,  let 
us  break  their  bonds  afunder,  and  cajl  away  their 
cords  from  us.  We  are  they  that  ought  to  [peak \ 
who  is  Lord  over  us  *  ?  And  who  can  bind, 
what  man  can  tame  fuch  ?  The  bonds  where- 
with they  ought  to  be  reftrained,  are  the 
fear  of  judgment,  the  terrors  of  the  law, 
the  condemnation  and  cenfures  of  man- 
kind, the  exhortation  of  friends,  the  pray- 
ers and  entreaties  of  parents.  But  thefe  once 
broken,  they  run  headlong  every  length  of 
riot. 

If  moreover  you  attempt  to  keep  and  re- 
tain fuch  men  within  the  city,  within  the 
houfe  and  church  of  God,  where  his  word 
is  preached,  and  the  prayers  of  the  congre- 
gation afcend,  that  they  may  be  recovered  out 
of  the  fnare  of  the  devil,  who  are  taken  captive 
by  him  at  his  will  -f-  -,  this  place  and  fervice  is 
grievous  and  irkfome  to  thern,  the  church 
and  its  faithful  Members  are  their  abhor- 
rence, while  they  are  delighted  only  with 
the  company  of  thofe,  who  having  been  long 

*  Pfalm  ii.  3 
f  2  Tim.  ii.  26. 
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dead  in    trefpaffes  and  fins,  have   made  their 
bodies  mere  fepulchres  of  their  departed  fouls, 
in  which  they  are  dead  while  they  live  *,  and 
miferable  beings — are  only  not  putrified  with 
the  horrible  ftench  of  their  enormous  wick- 
ednefs !  in  the  praftice  of  which  whilft  they 
live,  they  ceafe  not  day  and  night  to  cry  out 
dreadfully,  to  the  great  moleftation  of  others, 
revelling  and   rioting  in    their  fins,  in  noife 
and  drunkennefs,  in   filth  and  obfcenity,  im- 
pioufly    clamouring  againft  God,  and  foully 
profaning  his  moft  holy  name  with  their  exe- 
crable oaths  and  direful  blafphemies !  nay,  and 
like  the  demoniacs,  they  cut  themfelves  as  it 
were    with    fharp    ftones,  while  fhamefully 
confuming   their    wealth    and  fortune,     de- 
ftroying  their  health,  and  impairing  all  their 
faculties,    piercing    their   own     breafts    with 
a    fword,     and    miferably    torturing ,     man- 
gling and    tormenting    their  perifhing  fouls 
and  bleeding  confciences  !  Nor  is  it  enough 
for  them  to  enjoy  their  own  madnefs,  unlefs 
they  are  hurtful  and  prejudicial  to  others  alfo. 
Hence   they    daily  feek  new  companions  in 
iniquity,  whom  they  may  drag  down  the  preci- 
pice with  themfelves  —  nay,  and  often  fo  vio- 
lently are  they  bent  againft  the  ferious  and  the 
fober,  that  it  is  fafer  to  meet  a  Bear  or  a  Lion 

*  1  Tim.  v.  6. 

in 
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in  the  way,  or  to  dwell  among  ferpents  and 
fcorpions  than  thefe.  And  what  is  worft  of 
to  all,  if  any  in  true  pity  to  them  would  fain 
by  right  and  wholefome  counfel  reftore  them 
to  fenfe  and  happinefs,  and  deliver  them  from 
this  fpiritual  phrenzy,  they  cry  out  aloud 
aeainft  and  revile  their  honeft  endeavours ; 
they  feek  various  pretences,  and  adjure  them 
by  the  living  God,  not  to  torment  them  before 
the  time,  by  calling  them  from  their  vile  and 
flagitious  practices,  by  fhewing  them  their 
dangerous  flate,  and  exhorting  them  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  They  think  it  the 
greateft  punifhment  not  to  live  in  punifh- 
ment,  efpecially  if  inveterate  in  vice,  and  if 
they  have  been  fo  long  enflaved  by  the  tyran- 
ny of  the  devil,  as  to  be  eafy  under  the  habit 
and  cuftom  of  finning ! 

This  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  Man  fpiritually 
pofl'efled:  whether  it  be  by  the  devil  of  cove- 
teoufnefs,  drunkennefs,  luft,  pride,  envyings, 
or  any  other  of  that  infernal  crew,  which  in 
Legions  attack  mankind,  and  which  firftruih- 
ed  io  to  devour  and  deftroy,  upon  that  fatal 

■'  edience,  which  brought  them  and  death  into 
the  worlds   and  all  our  woe*!  —  Let  the  ca* 

Viis  man  draw  off  the  veil,  and  tremble  to 

hirv.lelf  in  this  frightful  view;  poffefTed 
*  Mil  on, 

with 
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with  a  Legion  of  infernal  fpirits,  naked,  ftript 
of  the  robe  of  innocence,  dwelling  amongft 
the  dead,  amidft  yellow  dirt,  which  will  ferve 
only  to  enhance  his  horror;  cutting  himfelf 
therewith,  as  with  fharp  ftones,  wounding 
himfelf  both  in  foul  and  body;  while  re- 
strained neither  by  the  laws  of  God  or  man, 
from  madly  doting  on  his  beloved  Mammon. 
Here  let  the  dnmkard,  as  in  a  glafs,  behold., 
and  ftand  aghaft  at  his  frightful  form. — It  is 
generally  faid,  if  a  reafonable  man  could  fee 
himfelf  drunk,  he  would  abhor  himfelf  and 
flee  the  vice  —  behold  then,  ye  drunkards, 
and  fee  in  this  demoniac  your  exact  refem- 
blance!  what  though  you  be  cloathed  with 
outward  garments,  what  though  you  walk 
about  without  fetters  and  bonds,  what  tho' 
fhame  to  think,  you,  as  well  as  other  finners, 
fo  far  from  being  avoided,  are  even  held  in 
efleem  by  fome  of  mankind,  by  many  of 
your  affociates —  yet  when  the  intoxicating 
juice  hath  deflroyed  all  reafon  in  you,  when 
the  wine  hath  made  naked  your  foul,  and 
difcovered  your  fhame,  when  in  noife  and 
revelling  you  pafs  the  midnight  hours,  thus 
cutting  yourfeives  with  the  fharpeft  ffones, 
preparing  pains  of  body,  prefect  and  eternal 
pangs  of  foul,  when  your  feet  are  tied  as  it 
were  with  fetters,   fo   that  ;  \   too  and 

2  fro, 
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fro,  and  dagger ;  your  members  fo  enflaved 
by  the  devil  of  drunkennefs,  that  they  can 
no  longer  difcharge  their  offices  -,  when  thus 
degrading  your  nature,  let  it  be  remembred, 
that  you  are  not  acting  the  part  of  reafonable 
beings,  but  of  thole  porlerTed  with  a  Legion 
of  unclean  fpirits ;  for  deliverance  from  which, 
unlefs  you  apply  to  Chrift,  and  work  with 
his  good  fpirit,  —  eternally   will  they  poflefs 

and  torture  you  in  the  bottomlefs  pit. 

Let  the  proud  and  envious  come  alfo  to  this 
glafs,  and  behold  in  it,  their  miferable  de- 
formity, their  heavenly  vifage  and  divine 
countenance  dimfrid  and  marr'd  with  ire,  en- 
vy and  dejpair  *  :  while  madly  doting  upon 
themfelves  and  this  world's  good,  and  vainly 
envying  others  the  porTeffion  of  it,  they  may 
well  be  faid  to  fly  from  the  city,  and  refort 

*  This  is  taken  from  Milton  who  defcribing  Satan, 
amidft  the  agitations  of  infernal  pafiions,  has  thefe  fine 
lines  — 

Thus  while  he  fpake,  each  paflion  dimm'd  his  face, 
Thrice  chang'd  with  pale,  ire,  envy  and  defpair  ; 
Which  marr'd  his  borrow'd  vifage  and  betray'd 
Him  counterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld ; 
For  heavenly  minds  from  fuch  diftempers  foul 
Are  ever  clear.  B.  I.  Ver.  144. 

This  poet  alfo  fpeaking  of  the  human  countenance  calls  it, 

*  The  human  face  divine.  B.  III.  Ver.  44. 

of 
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of  men,  and  to  dwell  amoncfl:  the  habitations 
of  the  dead  :  while  croud  of  their  own  abi- 
lities,  wealth,  or   honour,   or   repining    with 
black    grief  at  others  for   enjoying   the    like 
tranfltory    fhadows,    are     they    not    horribly 
cutting  thcinfehcs,  crying  out   day    and  night 
to   the  great  injury  and   terror  of  others,  and 
the  mifery  of  their  own  fouls  !  —  And  what 
is  the   Adulterer,    but    a   man   poiTeiTed  with 
an    unclean    fpirit,    breaking    all    the    bonds 
and  fetters,  all  the  reflraints  of  the  law  both 
of  God  and  man,  feeding  upon  carnage^  naked 
and    wounded,  a    peft  to   the  fociety  where 
he  dwells,  near  whom  no  one   can  fafely  pais 
bv,  and   who  a^ain   prefers  the  dwell  in  ks   of 
darknefs  and  death  %  to  the  city  of  God  and 
the  regions   of  light.  —  And   what  is  the  *;;- 
j$elr  the  impious  blafphemer  of  the  God  of 
truth,  and  the  defpifer  of  his  Son,  Jefus  Ckrift^ 
what  the  kater  of  his  brother,   the  pqfjwmie 
furiou:  nan-\,  but  fo  many  madmen,  poifeffed 
with  Legions   of  devils,  whom  no  chains   or 
fetters   can  bind,  whom   no   man  can    tame, 
exceeding  fierce,  their  own   tormentors,  and 

*  The  touch  of  a  grsfve  was  polluting,  Numb*x\x.  16, 
fays  Henry,  The  unclean  fpirit  drives  people  into  that  com- 
pany that  is  defiling,  and  fo  keeps  poffetfion  of  them;  Ghriji 
by  refcuing  fouls  out  of  Satan's  power,  faves  the  living 
from,  among  the  dead, 

-f-  Ira  furor  brevis  eft. 

N°.  7,  X  their 
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their  neighbour's  vexation.  And  what  tod 
might  we  fay  of  the  thief,  and  the  murderer, 
of  the  liar  and  the  Jivearer,  who  is  continu- 
ally crying  out  day  and  night,  belching  his 
red-hot  oaths  to  Heaven,  and  calling  down 
fpeedy  vengeance  on  his  impious  head  1 
what  mall  we  fay  of  each  of  thefe,  and  of  the 
workers  of  iniquity  of  every  fort  and  kind,  but 
that  they  are,  like  this  Demoniac,  poflef- 
led  of  a  Legion  of  devils,  yielding  their 
members  as  inftruments  to  them  and  to  un- 
righteoufnefs,  and  to  their  own  bitter  and 
final  deflrudion  ! 

Oh  that  they  and  all  under  his  dominion, 
would  from  this  difplay,  ferioufly  confider  the 
power,  malice  and  tyranny  of  the  evil  fpirit, 
before  it  be  too  late,  that  they  may  not  be 
driven  forever  from  the  prefence  of  Jefusy 
nor  have  the  great  deep  flam  up  with  fiery 
billows  to  receive  them,  and  dole,  for  ever 
clofe,  its  horrid  jaws  upon  them!  this  difplay 
of  our  fpiritual  enemy's  inveterate  hatred  to 
mankind,  muft  furely  be  fufficient  to  raife 
.our  detefration  of  his  fervice,  to  awaken  our 
fears,  and  to  aroufe  our  fleeping  negli- 
gence. 

Sin  will  afluredly  end   in  deftrudtion;  and 
.  niay  fancy  to  ourfelves,  however 

ft  rive 
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ftrive  to  put  off  the  evil  day,  if  we  live  in 
the  fervice  of  iin  and  Satan  all  our  time 
upon  earth,  we  can  have  but  little  hopes, 
that  in  the  hour  of  death  we  mall  obtain 
grace  to  repent,  that  in  the  day  of  judgment 
we  mall  find  mercy  or  efcape  the  punimment 
ordained  for  evil-doers. 

Dearly  beloved,  lay  thefe  things  to  hearf3 
and  fuffer  not  your  deadly  enemy  to  work 
your  final  overthrow :  Sorrowful  it  is  to 
think  how  vice  and  iniquity  of  every  kind 
abounds  through  our  Land  in  general,  and 
amongft  ourfelves,  in  particular.  You  are, 
no  one  of  you  ignorant  hereof :  would 
GOD  you  were  as  zeaious  in  uiing  every 
means  to  put  a  flop  to  its  daily  encreafing 
progrefs !  Have  compaflion,  I  befeech  you 
on  your  own  fouls,  as  well  as  the  fouls 
of  your  neighbours,  and  no  lefs  on  your 
mourning  and  afflicted  country,  which  can- 
not expedt  any  fecurity  from  the  jyft  judg- 
ments of  God,  when  her  Sons  and  Inha- 
bitants thus  defy  his  laws,  and  break  thro* 
all  reftraint.  For  tbeje  the  land  mourneth* 
Oh,  my  beloved,  it  is  a  fearful  thing  10 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  an  Almighty  aven- 
ger. 


Xa 
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ger,  whole  very  prefence  calls  even  devils 
into  dread  confufion !  And  his  awful  judg- 
ments are  abroad  -f :  the  ftouteft  heart  a- 
niongft  you  hath  trembled  at  the  horrible 
relation  of  thoufands  fwallowed  up  in  the 
bowels  of  the  yawning  earth, of  thou- 
fands, in  a  moment,  —  thoughtlefs  perhaps  as 
you  Cf  approaching  ruin,  —  of  thoufands,  in 
a  moment,  confign'd  to  an  irrecoverable, 
an  eternal  ftate !  And  it  pafled  near  U  S, 
yea  and  fpoke  terror  to  US  as  it  paffed : 
it  gave  U  S  an  awful  fummons :  Think, 
had  it  been  our  own  cafe,  in  what  a  filia- 
tion fliould  we  now  have  been  ?  A  lie,,  oh 
Man,  examine  thy  heart,  had  it  been  thy 
cafe,  which  hadft  thou  now  been,  an  e- 
ternal  fpirit  bleffed  with  God  in  heaven, 
or  an  eternal  fpirit  tortured  with  Satan  in 
the  flames  of  hell  ? 

That  queltion  concerns  us  all  :  and  if 
we  would  fecure  our  fouls,  it  behoves  us 
heedfully  indeed  to  examine  and  anfwer  it. 
If  therefore,  you  have  any  dread  of  the 
angry  and  Almighty  injured  King  of  hea- 
ven, if  any  defire  of  everlalting  peace,  if 
any  love  to  your    neighbour's    fouls,  if  any 

f  Preached  at  Weft-ham,  Nov.  1755,  upon  the  firft  in- 
formation of  the  fad  calamit)  at  Lijhn. 
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regard  for  your  king  and  your  country's  wel- 
fare,   feek    to    God,  haite   to    the    only 

Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  Man, 
Chrijl  jefus,  reform  your  lives,  repent  and 
fit  at  his  feet  in  your  right  minds  :  uk  all 
your  endeavours  to  be  one  of  the  ten  righ- 
teous who  may  fave  our  city  and  realm 
from  deftruftion:  Think  of  God's  infinite 
clemency,  for-bearing  patience,  and  long- 
iuffering  mercy  to  thefe  realms;  think  of 
the  inexpreflible  love  of  Jefus,  ready  as 
he  is  to  receive  you,  and  who  came  into 
the  world  to  deliver  you  by  his  own  death, 
from  the  death  of  fin  and  the  death  e- 
ternal;  think  of  the  fad  confequences  at- 
tending a  neglect  and  contempt  of  his. love, 
of  the  fad  confequences  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  that  infernal  fpirit,  whcie  tyran- 
ny, malice,  power,  and  hatred  towards  you, 
you  have  here  fecn  pourtray'd  in  their  true 
colours:  think  of  fpeedy  approaching  death, 
of  fure  attending  judgment,  of  certain  mi- 
fery,  or  certain  blifs  never,  never  to  be 
reverfed ;  oh,  dearly  beloved,  think  but  of 
thefe  things,  lay  them  but  ferioufly  to  heart, 
and  then,  by  God's  grace,  you  will  all 
come  to  your  right  mind,  be  of  all  others 
moft  happy,  and  fo  delight  in  the  love  and 
X  3  praile 
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e  of  God  here,  as  to  have  the  fure 
hope  of  enjoying  that  love,  and  refounding 
that  praife  from  immortal  lips  throughout  a 
glorious  eternity  !  &c. 


On 
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And  they   bejonght  him  that   he   would  not. 
command  them  to  go  into  the  deep. 

And  there  was  there  an  herd  of  Swine  feeding, 
en  the  mountains  ;  and  they  be  fought  him,  that  he 
would  juffer  them  to  enter  into  them.     And  he 
fufjered  them. 

Then   went  the   devils  out  of  the  nian>  and 
ait  red into  the  Swine ;  and  the  herd  ran  viol 
ly  down    a  feep  place  into   the  lake,  and  were 
choked. 

FIOOC^  N  my  former  fermon,  on  this 
Q  j  Q  miracle,  I  endeavoured  to  obviate 
)§(  M  every  objection  which  infidels  and 

kJSOsCMjrf  half-thinkers  have,  or  may  abfurd- 
ly  vent   againft  it,   and  the  divine  author  of 
it,  by  giving  you  in  brief  as  plain  and  cle.a.C 
X  4  an 
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an  account  of  the  literal  ftpry,  as  I  was  able; 

ich  done,  after  having  fuggefted  in  general 
{ome  probable  reafons,  why  Demoniacs  were 
differed  at  all,  and  why  more  particularly  about 

time  of  our  Saviour's  coming,  and  the  place 
cf  his  miniftry  —  I  enlarged  according  to 
my  purpofe  on  the  fpiritual  ufe  and  improve- 
ments which  w6  might  derive  to  ourfelves 
from  this  remarkable  tranfaftion  :  and  that, 

Ifr,  By  confidering  the  malice  and  tyranny 
of  the  Devil,  as  dii'blay'd  in  the  cafe  of  the 
unhappy  perfon  here  under  his  power.,  which 
perhaps  is  fet  forth  no  where  more  empha- 
tically in  the  whole  fcriptures :  and  this  we 
found  full  of  inflrudtive  leflbns  and  of  awaken- 
ing calls  to  mankind,  This  fmiilied  I  come 
now  in  the 

lid  place,  Tofpeak  of  the  mighty  and  fu~ 
perior  power  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and 

Hid,  Of  the  returns  which  were  made  to 
him  for  this  benefit. 

The  hiftory  fufficiently  proves  not  only 
what  St.  "John  advances,  that  the  Son  of  God 
was  mamfifte&i  for  this  purpoje,  that  he  might 
defroy  the  works  of  the  devil :  and  that,  greater 
is  he  that  is  in  as,  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world: — hut    allfa  that  vrhith    Cbrili  himfelf 

had 
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had  taught  the  day  before,  namely,  that  I : 
was  that  STRONGER  than  the  ^STRONG 
man  armed,  who  coming  upon  him,  Jhou/d  over- 
come him.;  take  from  him  all  his  armour  where- 
in he  tr ufled,  and  divide  the  jboil  *!  This  he 
abundantly  manifefted,  by  the  fuperior  power 
which  in  the  prefent  cafe  he  exerted  ;  and 
it  deferves  our  notice  by  the  way,  that  the 
doctrines  and  parables  which  Chrift  delivered, 
are  very  frequently  illuftrated  by  his  fubfe- 
quent  acts,  which  considered  in  reference  to 
his  difcourfes  call  mutual  light  upon  each 
other. 

1.  Though  in  a  former  cafe,  Chrijl  had 
impofed  filence  upon  the  evil  fpirit,  and  fuf- 
fered  him  not  to  fpcak-j-,  left  he  mould  indulge 
•  a  fond  curiofky  of  the  multitude,  that  were 
prefent :  yet  here  as  having  with  him  thofe 
difciples  alone  to  whom  he  fhortly  was  about 
to  give  power  over  all  unclean  fpirits,  he  not 
only  fuffers  the  Legion,  in  the  man  that  was 
pofTefled,  to  fpeak  to  him,  but  himfelf  inter- 
rogates the  Demon :  that  his  difciples  micht 
by  decrees  learn  and  fee,  how  Satan  as  light- 
ning was  caj:  from  heaven.  Therefore  he  fuf- 
fered  the  Devil  to  fpeak,  and  afked  him, 
laying,  What  is  thy  name  ?   And  the  more  arrc- 

*  John  iii.  8.  iv.  4.     Luke  xi.  22. 
f  Mark  i.  23,  24. 

gantly 
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gantly  he  a  flurried  a  name  to  lhew  his  power 
and  might  —  my  nam  is  LEG  10  N —  fo 
much  the  more  he  magnified  the  power  and 
authority  of  Chrift.  For  however  he  forti- 
fied his  palace,  and  kept  his  houfe  guarded 
by  an  entire  Legion,  an  army  of  thoufands 
of  infernal  fpirits,  yet  he  could  not  fo  much 
defend  it  again  ft  Cbrijl,  as  even  to  refill:  the 
power  of  but  cue  divine  word,  as  to  main- 
tain his  empire  one  moment  in  the  man,  as 
to  leave  one  fingle  fpirit  in  polTeffion  of  their 
ancient  dwelling. 

2d,  The  power  of  our  Lord  appeared 
greatly  herein,  that  this  Legion  of  Devils, 
were  compelled  to  meet  him,  to  fall  down 
and  worfhip  him.  Be  fure,  if  they  could 
have  avoided  it,  they  would  never  have  ap- 
peared in  his  hated  prefence.  They  were 
drawn  by  the  fecret  power  of  God,  as  it 
were  to  the  tribunal  of  their  judge :  For 
they  are  bound  in  chains  of  darknefs  which 
are  not  to  be  {qcd.  with  bodily  eyes  ;  and  he, 
to  whom  all  things  are  delivered  of  his  father, 
all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  holds  thefe 
chains  in  his  hands,  and  draws  them  by  a 
fecret  and  hidden  might :  which  they  fen- 
fibly  perceive,  and  upon  which  they  are  com- 
pelled to  fall  down  at  his  feet,  and  to  adore 

him 
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him  in  humble  Amplication,  unwillingly  and 
indignantly  confefling  him  their  judge  and 
fuperior.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  divine  and 
fecret  virtue,  by  which  Chrijl  over-rules  the 
whole  world  of  fpirits,  they  would  'have  fled 
far  enough  from  his  prefence,  and  rather 
plunged  the  unhappy  wretch  they  pofltfled 
into  the  deep,  than  have  fallen  down  before 
Chrijl  :  a  consideration  which  wonderfully 
magnifies  the  greatnefs  of  our  redeemer's 
power,  i 

3d,  Senfible  at  once  of  this  power  and 
the  puniuhment  due  to  them,  they  cry  out, 
What  haroe  rcce  to  do  with  thee,  jefusx  thou  Sou 
oj  God  mojl  high — -thus  abundantly  proving 
the  falfhood  and  abfurdity  of  that  charge, 
which  the  Pharifees  brought  again  ft  our 
Lord,  "  that  he  caft  out  Devils  by  Beelzebub 
the  prince  of  the  devils :  *"  thus  manifeftly 
declaring,  that  he  performed  this  great 
work  by  the  hand  and  ringer  of  God,  and 
thus  eivinp-  in  their  teithnonv  to  that  fundi*- 
mental  truth  of  our  religion,  the  true  d:~ 
vinirv  and  fupreme  fc\ier  cf  Cbrtf:  f  -—  which 
one  would  think  infidels  and  unbelievers 
Should    now    be    afhamed    to  oppofe,    when 

*  Matt,  xii,  2  J.. 
f  See  John  v. 

even 
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even  devils  themfelves  have  been  compelled 
to  confefs  and  acknowledge  it.  —  Tho'  they 
faid,  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  71  i^/v  vlui 
trot,  *  what  right  doft  thou  yet  claim  over  us ; 
neverthelefs  they  fhew  directly,  that  thele 
were  only  the  words  of  terror  and  defpair  ; 
for  inftantly  they  pray  and  bcfeech  our  Lord, 
that  HE  would  not  torment  them,  that  he 
would  not  command  them  to  go  out  into  the 
deep,  nor  fend  them  away  out  of  that  country  -, 
thus  plainly  confefiing  that  he  had  fomething 
to  do  with  them,  that  he  had  power  and  au- 
thority over  them.  They  well  knew  that 
a  day  of  final  judgment  remained  for  them, 
in  which  they  fhall  be  thruit  down  into 
hell,  with  all  the  children  of  difobedience,  into 
that  fire  which  hath  been  prepared  of  old  for 
this  prince  of  darknefs  and  his  rebellious  hoft, 
into  that  great  deep,  that  bottomkfs  pit,  the  fmoke 
of 'which  as  the  fmoke  of  a  great  furnace,  afcendeth 
tip  for  ever  and  ever  *f\  But  as  knowing  that 
this  day  was  not  yet  at  hand,  the  devil  there- 
fore expostulates  with  Chriji,  why  he  attacks 
him  in  his  kingdom,  why  he  difturbs  him 

*  The  critics  have  abundantly  proved  this  to  be  the 
meaning  of  the  phrafe,  whom  the  reader  may  confult  — - 
See  alio  the  following  fermon  on  the  Marriage  in  Cana  of 
Galilee. 

f  Rev,  ix.  2, 

in 
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in  the  peaceable  poffeffion  of  it,  when  as 
vet  the  day  of  judgment  was  not  at  hand; 
till  which,  like  a  roaring  lion,  he  goes  a- 
bout,  vehemently  bent  to  fatiate  his  accurfed 
hunger  upon  the  Sons  of  men.  Woe!  to  the 
hihabiters  of  the  earth  and  the  fea,  faith  the 
Apocalypt,  for  the  Devil  is  ccme  down  unto 
you,  having  great  wrath,  becaufe  he  knoweth 
that  he  hath  but  a  fort  time.  He  doth  not 
therefore  here  expoftulate  with  our  Lord, 
as  though  he  refufed  to  fubmit  to  his  final 
doom,  that  he  knew  it  were  in  vain  to  con- 
tend with  :  but  his  indignation  —  bafe  and 
malicious  adverfary — is  raifed  for  that  he  may 
not  have  full  and  free  power  to  torment  and 
harm  mankind,  till  that  day  fhall  come : 
thus  again  plainly  conferring,  that  he  hath 
it  not  in  his  power  to  do  what  he  wrill,  but 
only  juft  fo  much  as  is  allowed  and  per- 
mitted him  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God  ; 
hitherto  fall  his  proud  waves  go,  and  no  fur- 
ther. 

It  is  well  obferved  by  Bifhop  Hall,  upon 
the  Devils  putting  up  their  prayers  to  Chrifl 
that,  <c  Nature  teaches  every  creature  to  wifh 
a  freedom  from  pain  -,  the  fouleft  fpirits  can- 
not but  love  themfelves,  and  this  love  muft 
needs  produce  a  deprecation  of  evil  :  yet 
what  a  thing  is  this  to  hear  the   Devil  at  his 

prayers, 
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prayers,  1  befeech  thee  torment  ?ne  not  —  de-* 
votion  is  not  guilty  of  this,  but  fear  ;  there 
is  no  grace  in  the  fuit  of  Devils,  but  nature ; 
no  reipedt  of  glory  to  their  creator,  but  their 
own  eaie  :  they  cannot  pray  againft  fin,  but 
againft  torment  for  fin.  What  news  is  it 
now  to  hear  the  profaneft  mouth,  in  extre- 
mity imploring  the  facred  name  of  God,  when 
the  Devils  do  i'o  ?  the  worft  of  all  creatures 
hates  punilhment,  and  can  fay,  Lead  me  not 
into  pain,  only  the  good  heart  cay  fay,  Lead 
me  not  into  temptation.  If  we  can  as  heartily 
pray  againft  fin,  for  the  avoiding  of  difplea- 
fure,  as  againft  punilbment,  when  we  have 
difpleafed,  there  is  true  grace  in  the  foul  ; 
indeed  if  we  could  fervently  pray  againft  fin, 
we  fhould  not  need  to  pray  againft  punifh- 
ment,  which  is  no  other  than  the  in fep arable 
fhadow  of  that  body  ;  but  if  we  have  not 
laboured  againft  our  fins,  in  vain  do  we  pray 
againft  punifhment;  God  muft  be  juft  and 
the  wages  of  Jin  is  death"  Vain  therefore 
is  the  prayer  of  a  devil,  while  he  continues 
a  devil  —  even  as  vain  as  the  prayer  of  a 
wicked  man,  while  he  continues  wicked,  and 
has  not  intention  to  amend  his  life. 

4,  And  as  the  power  of  Jefus  is  thus  feen, 
in  his  caufing   the    Legion   of  Devils,  at   ai 

word^ 
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"Word,  to  fall  down  before  him,  and  to  im- 
plore refpite  from  their  deftined  puniihment, 
fois  it  alio  in  this,  that  the  Demoniac, — whom 
before  no  man  could  tame  or  bind,  no  not 
with  chains  or  fetters,  all  which  he  broke 
as  eafily  as  Sam/on  did  the  withy  bands,  — 
fhould  fall  downat  the  feet  of  Je/us,  in  fo  fup- 
pliant  a  manner.  Who  is  this  that  binds 
him  fo  fait,  as  now  no  longer  to  run  among 
the  tombs  and  into  the  deferts,  while  he  ftands 
'ftill  at  the  feet  of  Chrift?  Who  is  this  that 
chaftifes  him,  fo  as  to  caufe  him  to  cry  out 
in  this  deplorable  manner,  to  howl  thus,  and 
to  befeech  jejiu  not  to  torment  him  ?  i"  bejeech 
thee,  I  adjure  thee,  by  God,  that  thou  torment 
fne  mi !  This  was  the  mighty  effect  of  the 
divine  word  of  Ckrijl  5  he  it  was  who  com- 
manded the  unclean  fpirit,  to  come  out  of 
the  man  :  he  it  was  who  fpoke  that  autho- 
ritative word,  Ccme  cut  cf  the  man,  thou  unclean 
fpirit  —  and  the  words  of  the  Son  of  the 
mod  high  God  are  the  whips  and  fcourges 
of  Satan  and  all  his  hoft.  For  it  is  a  tor- 
ment to  him,  when  he  cannot  freely  torment 
others  ;  and  his  greateft  trouble  is  to  relinquish 
thofe  fouls,  whom  he  imagined  fafe  iri  his 
net,  and  fecure  for  deftrudfcion.  Whence  we 
learn  that  the  more  powerful  means  to  refcue 
fouls   from  his  hands  is  the  JVORD  of  Chrifl 

the 


-36  On  the  Man  difpoficfjea 

.the  gof pel  of  truth,  the  power  of  Gcd  to  jakaiicti* 
the  two  edged  faord,  whofe  force  and  fharp- 
nefs  he  cannot  withstands  wherever  that  is 
read  and  preached  in  fincerity,  no  wonder, 
he  ftorms  and  rages  ;  for  his  kingdom  can 
never  Hand  long,  never  can  he  long  pofiefs 
any  fouls,  who  will  come  to  this  word,  re-* 
ceivc  it  with  mceknefs  and  fincerity,  and  la- 
bour to  obey  it  with  all  their  hearts.  So  that 
one  cannot  admire  to  hear  wicked  and  evil 
men  fo  fecurely  and  blafphemoufly  deride,  and 
neglect  the  facred  Word  of  God  ;  while  they 
are  under  the  power  and  fervitude  of  their 
rnaftcr,  the  Devil,  it  is  his  greateft  cunning, 
his  moft  fubtle  artifice  to  keep  them  in  this 
fpirit  -,  and  to  fill  them  with  contempt  for  the 
word,  and  ail  the  fincere  preachers  and  pro- 

feffors    of  it. Take  heed  therefore,  that 

you  do  not  defpife,  deride  or  contemn  this 
wTord;  at  which  even  devils  tremble,  and 
which  will  found  forth  to  the  confufion  of 
them,  and  of  all  unbelievers,  at  that  day,  when 
they  fhall  hear  —  Depart  from  me,  ye  eurfed* 
into  everlajling  fire,  prepared  for  the  "  Devi I 
and  his  angels.  And  confider,  I  befeech'jroo, 
that  if  fuch  and  fo  great  is  the  power  of  the 
word  of  Chrijl,  as  to  caufe  even  a  Legion 
of  Devils  to  fall  down,  adore  and  deprecate 
his  vengeance,  what  mall  a  poor  miferable 
2  naked 
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naked  firmer  do,  when  he  fhall  ftand  before 
the  judge  of  all  the  earth,  clad  in  majefty  and 
terror,  —  for  before  that  judge  we  muft  all 
affuredly  fland  —  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds 
and  every  eye  flail  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  which 
pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  fl:all 
wail  bee au je  of  him  :  even  fo,  Amen  *.  Would 
you,  my  brethren,  meet  him  on  that  day  with 
joy,  reverence  his  word  and  lay  it  up  in  your 
hearts ;  if  you  defpife  and  reject  it  now  read 
and  preached  unto  you,  remember  the  folemn 
caution  of  the  great  Apoflle,  he  that  defpifeth, 
de/pifeth  not  Man  but  God.  % 

5.  After  the  Devils  perceived,  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  contend,  and  that  fuch  was  the 
power  of  the  word  of  Chrifl,  that  whether 
they  would  or  not,  they  muft  be  compelled  to 
fubmit;  they  at  length  feem  to  mew  an  in- 
dignant willingnefs,  and  now  intreat  his  leave 
to  enter  into  an  herd  of  Swine,  which  was 
near  at  hand,  feeding.  Much  rather  had 
they  remain  in  a  human  creature,  whom  they 
wifli  far  more  anxioufly  to  deftroy,  than  ten 
thoufands  of  cattle  ;  as  their  defires  are  to 
deface  the  image  of  God,  and  to  drag  the 
Soul  into  eternal  perdition.  But  as  compeli'd 
to  retire,   thefe  malignant  fpirits  requeft  that 

*  P.ev.  i.  7. 
t  1  Theff.  iv.  8. 

No.  8.  Y  they 
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they  may  be  fent  away  into  a  herd  of  S-zuirte* 
an  animal  correfpondent  to  themfelves,  that 
if  they  could  not  hurt  man  in  his  perfon, 
they  might  in  his  property.  And  here  again, 
they  betray  their  great  impotency  and  inabi- 
lity to  harm,  in  that  although  there  was  a 
whole  Legion  of  them,  yet  they  had  not 
power  overfo  much  as  one  {wine y  without  the 
per  million  and  fufferance  of  Chrijl.  But  as 
foon  as  he  gave  the  word — GO — immediately 
the  whole  Legion,  departing  from  the  mifer- 
able  man,  entered  into  the  herd  of  Swine, 
drove  them  violently  down  a  ftecp  place,  and 
they  perifhed  in  the  waters.  St.  Mark  fpecifies 
the  Number ,  and  tell  us,  they  were  about 
two  thoufand.  And  as  the  Devils  thus  effen- 
tially  departed  from  the  Man  into  the  Swine, 
it  is  obvious  to  every  impartial  inquirer,  that 
thefe  fpirits  cannot  be,  as  fome  have  fuppofed, 
only  the  evil  paffions  and  corrupt  affections  of 
men,  nay  or  any  internal  maladies  and  ciif- 
eafes,  but  real  fpirits ;  and  that  of  confequence 
the  Demoniacs  in  the  gofpel,  were  real  polTef- 
fions  and  not  lunatics  or  epileptics,  as  fome 
have  advanced,  and  as  was  obferv'd  in  the 
former  fermon :  and  as  the  reality  of  a  fpi- 
ritual  agency  is  undeniably  manifeft  from 
hence,  fo  is  it  equally  manifeft,  that  there 
could  be  no  collufion  or  deceit.  Since  it 
2  is 
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is  felf- evident,  that  a  herd  of  Swine  could 
not  be  confederates  in  any  fraud.  Their 
death  therefore  in  this  inftructive  and  con* 
vincing  circumftance  was  infinitely  a  greater 
bleffing  to  mankind,  than  if  they  had  been 
flain  for  the  appointed  ufes. 

From  this  difplay  of  the  divine  power  of  our* 
Saviour,  we  cannot  but  be  filled  with  the 
moil;  awful  apprehenfions  of  his  tremendous 
majefty  and  authority :  with  the  mod  com- 
fortable reflections  on  the  fenfe  of  his  com- 
paffion  towards  us^and  care  over  us ;  and  with 
the  fulleft  confidence  upon  the  view  of  his  di- 
vine power,  which  is  fufficient  to  guard  and 
protect  us,  againft  all  the  malice,  againft: 
every  attack  and  temptation  of  our  fpiritual 
enemies,  thofe  principalities  and  powers,  ihofe 
riders  of  the  darknefs  of  this  <wt)rld.  Let  them 
rage  againft  us  with  never  fo  much  fury,  let 
Satan,  that  blood-thirfty  wolf,  employ  all  his 
malice  and  all  his  might  againft  us,  yet  will, 
he  never  be  able  to  tear  us  out  of  the  hands 
of  our  good  and  faithful  Shepherd^  yet  mall 
he  never  be  able  to  prevail  againft  us<  How 
gladly  would  he  have  work'd  the  final  and 
eternal  overthrow  of  this  man,  whom  he 
had  thus  led  captive  at  his  will  ?  yet  could 
he  avail  nothing,  nor  in  the  leaft  prevent  that 
approach  to  Chrift,  which  was  hateful  to  his 
Y  2  thoughts 
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thoughts  and  deftru&ive  of  all  his  hopes  ! 
nay,  and  fo  great  is  the  weaknefs  and  impo- 
tency  of  this  poor  but  proud  fpirit,  that  he 
cannot  pafs  fo  much  as  into  one  fwine,  a  bafe 
and  contemptible  animal,  without  the  per- 
miflive  fufFerance  of  Chrift.  For  as  God 
created  all  animals,  clean  as  well  as  unclean, 
noxious  as  well  as  ferviceable  beads,  fo  he 
rules  them  by  his  divine  providence,  defends 
and  preferves  them  as  it  feemeth  good  to 
him  :  not  3.  fparrow  h\\s  to  the  ground  with- 
out his  notice  ;  no  need  have  W  E  therefore 
to  fear  the  powers  of  darknefs,  if  we  put  on 
the  armour  of  light ,  if  we  walk  as  in  the 
light y  fandlify  the  Lord  of  Ho/is  himfelf,  and 
make  him  alone  our  fear  and  our  dread  *.  And 
fince  without  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, not  a  hair  can  fall  from  our  heads,  how 
can  Satan  harm  us  either  in  body  or  foul,  if 
with  firm  and  godly  truft  we  commit  and 
commend  ourfelves  and  all  that  we  have  to 
his  almighty  protection  ?  However  terrible  he 
may  be  in  himfelf,  and  doubtlefs  his  power 
and  tyranny  is  great  and  terrible  enough  to- 
wards thofe  who  are  in  his  fnare,  (as  we 
faw  in  the  former  fermon)  yet  we  fhall  have 
no  need  to  fear  him,  if  we  truft  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  whofe   power  we  fee  is  fo  infinitely 

*  Ifaiah  viii,  13. 

fu- 
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fuperior  to  that  of  this  ftrong  ?nan^  and  con- 
fiding in  whom  we  fhall  fureiy  conquer,  for 
this  is  our  viffiory  even  our  faith. 

As  we  learned  from  the  former  defcriptioii 
of  the  tyranny  of  Satan  over  this  man's  body, 
what  is  his  tyranny  over  the  foul,  as    well 
as    who    and   how  wretched    they   are,  that 
are  led  captive  by  him  at  his  will  —  So  from 
hence  again  we  learn,  what  kind  of  men  they 
are  over  whom  the  devil  claims  and .  obtains 
this    power.        The   Angel    Raphael y   in    the 
book    of  Tobit,    fhe'ws  that    the  Devil   hath 
power  over  fuch  only  as  exclude  and    fhut 
out    God    from  their    minds    and    thoughts 
and   are  wholly  intent  upon  their  lufts  and 
carnal  appetites,  like  the  wild   afs   upon  the 
mountains.     Such  are  here  well  figured  out 
to  us  by  Swine>  unclean   beafts  that  wallow 
in  the  mire  of  fenfuality,  and  transform  them- 
felves    by  excefs;    men  who   neither  know 
nor  confider  the  dignity  for  which  they  were 
created,  who  are  void  of  all  true  reafon  and 
understanding,    and   who    fuffer    themfelves, 
like  brute  beafts,    to  be   wholly  tranfported 
and  carried  away  by  the  blind  and  headftrong 
affections  of  their  flefll :  fuch  are  they  that 
are   flaves  to   the    filthinefs   of   their   belly, 
making  it    their    GOD,  paffing    whole  days 
and    nights  in  fwinifi  eating   and   drinking  : 
Y  3  Wo 
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Wo  unto  them,  (faith  the  prophet)  that  rife  up 
early  in  the  mornings  that  they  may  follow 
Jlrong  drink,  that  continue  until  night,  till  wine 
inflame  them:  but  they  regard  not  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  neither  conjider  the  operation  of  his 
hands  *.  They  regard  not  themfelves,  who 
are  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  the  operation 
of  his  hands,  but  horribly  defile  that  work, 
degrading  themfelves,  as  the  companions  of 
ZJlyjfes  are  laid  to  have  done  f,  into  meer  fwine 
retaining  little  more,  while  wallowing  in 
the  filth  and  drunkennefs,  than  the  outward 
form  of  man.  Such  too  are  whoremongers 
and  adulterers,  who  defile  themfelves  with 
promifcuous  luft,  and  make  their  bodies,  not 

*  Ifaiahv.   12. 

f  See  Home  '\  QdyfTey,  Book  X.  Ver.  264  h  feq.  Mr, 
Popi<  ^ramiation;  fee  alfo  his  note  on  line  361.  Milton 
in  his  fine  mafk  of  Comus,  beautifully  enlarges  on  this  al- 
legory ;  he  fpcaks  thus  of  the  power  of  Comus  his  potion  : 

on  as  the  potion  works  their  human  countenance 
Th'exprefs  refembhnce  of  the  Gods,  is  chang'd 
Into  fbnie  brutifh  form  of  Wolf  or  Bear, 
Or  Ounce,  or  Tiger,  Hog  or  bearded   Goat, 
All  other  parts  remaining  as  they  were  ; 
And  they,  fo  perfect  is  their  mifery, 
Not  once  perceive  their  foul  disf.guremenfe, 
Eut  boait  themfelves  more  comely  than  before. 
And  all  their  fi  lends  and  native  home  forget 
*1  o  roll  with  pleafure  in  a  feniualfrye, 

How  lively  a  representation   of  fmncrs  transformed  from 
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temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  members  cf 
harlots,  and  thus  reduce  themfelves  into  the 
beftial  clafs.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  and 
eafily  applied  to  unclean  nefs  of  every  fort, 
obfcenity  and  filthinefs  of  every  kind,  to  all 
thofe  vices  and  impurities,  which  caufe  men 
to  live  in  the  bafe  fervice  of  their  lufts  and 
appetites,  and  to  forget  the  operation  of  God's 
hands-,  which  caufe  men  to  degrade  their 
bodies  from  the  high  dignity  offered  to  them 
of  becoming  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  the  Images  of  God,  to  mere  brutal  forms, 
fuch  receptacles  of  Satan,  and  all  his  infernal 
crew;  who  will  never  fail  to  enter  into  fuch, 
as  they  did  into  the  fwine,  and  to  drive  them 
headlong  on  from  fin  to  fin,  till  they  plunge 
them  down  the  precipice  into  the  bottomlefs 
deep,   there   to  be  chok'd  eternally  *,  there 

to 

*  Bimop  Smallbrook  in  his  Vindication,  &c.  vol.  I.  p.  22?, 
makes  the  like  ufe  of  this  miracle,  "  The  lake  in  which 
the  Devils  and  the  Swine  together  were  plunged,  is  a  lively 
reprefentation  of  that  unfathomable  deep,  or  abvfs  of  fire 
deprecated  by  the  Devils,  as  the  proper  place  of  torments, 
into  which  all  oblfinately  impure  and  unbelieving   per  fans 
fhall  finally  fink,   and  continue  in   the  poiu.Jlion   of  tl 
infernal  fpirits  for  ever.   And  indeed  the  brutes  that  here  fuf- 
fered  in  the  lake  of  Tiberias,  bear  fome  relemblance  or  th 
brutes  of  all  kinds  that  fhall  be  deftroyed  in  the  comp 
of  damned  fpirits,   in   the  great  lake  of  fire  at  the  confla- 
gration of  the  world.     If  therefore   any  weight  is  r 
r,   and  confidered  with  the  literal  tt 

Y  4  mi- 
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to  pefiflh,  and  be  confined  with  them,  ever 
dying,  yet  never  to  die,  ever  living,  and  yet 
without  hope  of  life,  wretched    and    repro- 
bate from  God,    from  glory  and  from   blils 
—  Oh  how  mould  this  confideration  awaken 
and  ftir  us   up  to   raife  our  affections   from 
things    below  to  things  above  —  how  mould 
it  caufe  us    to  confider  ourfelves  as  the  work 
of  God's  hands,  and  to  take  care,  that  we  anfwer 
the  dignity  for    which  we  were  created,  by 
■ding  and  abhorring  all  thofe  brutal  lufts 
and  appetites,  which  will  thruft  us  down  be- 
neath the  vileft  beads,  and  fubjecl:  us  to  the 
eternal  poffeffion    and  tyranny    of  the  mod 
fevere  and  cruel  oppreffor  ! 

Thus  Chrifi  juffered  the  Devils  to  go  away 
into  the  herd  of  fwine :  without  his  per- 
miffion  they  could  not  have  done  fo  -,  and 
that  HE  had  power  to  give  thefe  fwine  into 
the  hands  of  'Satan,  and  to  confign  them  to 
deftrudtion,  no  man  will  prefume  to  deny,  who 
remembers  that  this  fame  Jcfus^  is  the  Lord 

miracles,  none  furely  can  be  of  (o  great  importance  as  this, 
which  places  before  our  imagination,  in  very  lively  ideas,  the 
infinite  but  vindictive  power  of  Chr'ijl,  and  his  declared 
condemnation  of  Devils  and  wicked  men  together  in  that 
lake  of  everlafting  fire,  which  is  prepared  for  the  Devil  and 
Jus  ace ur  feu  agents*  And  may  all  pcrfons  concerned  make 
the  proper  ufe  of  this  allegorical  intimation  of  the  fu- 
preme  judge,  that  not  only  impure  men,  but  likewiie  thofe 
1  ngt,  Jhqll  be  finally  dammdV 

of 
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of  heaven  and  earth,  endued  with  all  power, 
and  that  all  creatures  are  his,  for  all  things 
were  created  by  him,  and  the  Father  hath  deli- 
vered all  things  into  his  hands  *  :  And  when 
moreover  it  is  confidered,  that  they  were  a 
juft  forfeiture  both  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  (as  was  obferved  in  the  former  fermon) 
it  will  appear  that  this  was  a  fignal  ad:  of 
Jujlice  in  our  Saviour,  thus  punifhing  the 
tranfgreflion  of  thefe  Gadarenes:  and  every 
judgment  upon  earth  may  as  well,  and  truly 
be  laid  to  the  immediate  act  of  God  as  this, 
when  it  is  plain,that  the  fins  and  tranfgreffions 
of  men  are  the  real  caufe,  why  the  Almighty 
Father  of  heaven  and  earth  is  obliged  to  vin- 
dicate his  injured  honour,  and  to  permit  the 
evil,  duly-merited,  to  fall  on  the  heads  of 
the  undeferving.  How  many  thoufand  fouls 
have  perifhed  in  the  late  horrible  commotion 
of  the  earth  —  yet  who  will  dare  upon  this  to 
taxthejufticeor  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God, — 
and  not  rather  look  to  the  fins  of  a  people  as 
the  fad  caufe  of  their  fatal  overthrow?  Juft 
the  fame  was  the  cafe  of  the  Gadarene  herd; 
how  impious  then  is  the  blafphemy  of  thofe 
infidels,  who  dare  to  abufe  and  revile  our 
redeemer,  for  punifhing  an  offence,  which, 
gs   it    appears,  his  jujlice    demanded  :    and 

*  John  i.  3.     Matt,  xi.  27: 

which 
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which  his  mercy  hath  fo  ordered,  as  to  be  at- 
tended with  the  means  of  fignal  inftru&ion  to 
the  fouls  of  men,  teaching  us  at  once  the 
power  of  the  infernal  fpirits, — the  reality  of 
Spiritual  agency  —  the  horrors  of  a  foul  en- 
flaved  by  Satan  —  the  miferable  fituation  and 
vile  difpofition  of  fuch  as  are  fubjecr,  to  his 
flavery,  even  of  thofe  who  wallow  in  fen- 
fual  affections  —  and  fo  giving  us  the  moil 
finking  admonitions  to  fly  from  the  power 
of  the  old  ferpent,  and  to  fecure  ourfelves 
from  his  malice' and  tyranny  under  the  loving 
protection  of  an  almighty  and  all-merciful 
redeemer !  —  And  in  the  wifdom  of  God, 
how  many  more  reafons,  fuflicient  and  fa- 
tisfactory,  juft  and  right  there  may  be,  we, 
with  our  fhort-fighted  faculties,  fhould  not 
wholly  prefume  to  define  either  in  this  or  any 
other  difplay  of  his  fovereign  power :  but 
rather  fhould  receive  fincerely  the  good  in- 
ftructions  which  may  be  derived  from  thence, 
and  in  due  thankful nefs  for  every  manifefla- 
tion  of  his  juftice  and  mercy,  his  goodnefs 
and  /evenly  *,  ftudy  to  make  him  the  moft 
grateful  acknowledgments,  by  determining 
to  cleave  to  his  merciful  guidance  and 
mighty  protection  all  the  days  of  our  Life. 
And  this  naturally  leads  me  to  confider  the 
*  Rom.  xi.  22. 

nid, 
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Hid,  and  laft  thing,  whereof  I  propofed 
to  fpeak,  namely,  The  returns  that  were  made 
to  our  Lord  for  this  great  work ;  which  tho* 
the  keepers  of  the  herd  and  the  Gadarenes  did 
not  make,  yet  the  man  who  had  been  faved 
by  his  power,  did  in  a  fignal  manner  : — and 
we  may,  each  of  us,  be  that  man ;  and  could 
we  have  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  Satan's  infernal 
hatred  to  our  fouls,  we  mould  not  depart 
from  thefe  walls,  till  we  were  indeed  each 
one  of  us  that  man,  refcued  from  his  tyranny, 
and  faved  into  all  the  love  and  all  the  grace 
of  Jejus. 

1  ft,  They  that  kept  and  fed  the  fwine  hav- 
ing (etn  what  was  done,  fled  and  went  and 
told  it  in  the  city  5  and  in  the  country  : —  In 
this  they  did  not  amifs;  for  Chrlfi  would  have 
his  works  known,  thro'  the  whole  world,  and 
preached  in  every  town  and  city  and  village. 
Nor  doth  he  reject  the  miniftry  of  mean  and 
obfcure  men :  he  chofe  his  apoftles  from  the 
weak  of  the  earth,  to  mew  that  there  is  no 
need  to  depend  upon  the  authority  and  efteem 
of  the  perfons  who  declare  to  us  the  work 
and  will  of  the  moft  high  God.  To  do  this 
principally  concerns  them,  whom  the  Lord 
hath  appointed  the  paftors  of  his  church. 
Thefe  with  truth  and  flncerity  muft  declare 

what- 
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whatever  the  Lord  hath  done  for  his  flock 
and  ftir  men  up  worthily  and  duly  to  receive 
him.     But  they   muft    take   care,  that   they 
do  not,  like  thefe  herdfmen,  upon  the    fight 
of  God's  judgment  prejudice  the  ears  of  men, 
and  turn  their  eyes  from  the  fight  of  a  God 
avenging  for  fin,  and   reconciled  only  by  re- 
pentance and   faith,  which  is  in  Chrijl  Jefus  : 
for  from  the  circumftances  of  this  hiftory  we 
may  collect,  that   thefe  herdfmen    not  only 
told  what  was  done,  but  moreover  excufed 
themfelves,  left  the  citizens  fhould  think,  the 
fwine  were  loft  through   their  neglect ;  and 
doubtlefs  they  mixed  complaints  againft  Je- 
fus, by  whole  fault   their  hire,  through  the 
loft  of  the  herd,  was  loft;   by  which  means 
they  loft  alfo  that  which  was  far  more  excel- 
lent, namely  the  fruit  of  this  miracle,  where- 
by they  might  have  been  brought  to  a  faving 
knowledge  of  Chrijl  !   And  a  fad  woe  indeed 
hangs  over  thofe  herdfmen  and  keepers  of  the 
Lord's  flock,   who  prefer  their  hire  to  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  fouls  intrufted  to  their  charge! 
Wo  be  to  the  Jhepherds  of  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  do  feed  themfelves ;  fhould  not  the  fiepherds 
feed  thefock?  &c.     Would  to  God,  that  all  the 
Lord's (hepherds  might  be  found  faithful  feed- 
ers of  the  flock,  fee  king  that  which  was  lojl,  and 
bringing  again  that  which  was  driven  away,  bind- 
ing 
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ing  up  that  which  was  broken ,  and  ftrengthen- 
ing  that  which  wasjick,  and  healing  that  which 
was  difeafed  *. 

2.  But,  whatever  the  herdfmen  were,  the 
Gadarenes,  one  would  not  have  doubted,  muft 
have  been  thankful  to  Jefus  upon  the  report 
of  this  great  benefit  done  to  their  country- 
man and  their  country  ;  and  highly  defirous 
of  retaining  their  benefactor.  Amongft  the 
heathens,  if  any  illuftrious  hero  happened  to 
deliver  his  country  from  wildbeafls,  monfters, 
tyrants  or  any  other  evil,  they  erected  proud 
columns  to  his  memory,  his  ftatue  was  feen 
in  every  place,  altars  blazed  to  his  glory,  they 
honoured  him  with  the  high  appellation  of 
Saviour  -f,  and  thought  nothing,  not  even 
divine  honours,  too  much  to  confer  upon  him. 
And  when  Chrijl  had  removed  a  monfter 
from  the  Gadarenes  more  formidable  and  fear- 
ful than  any  in  heathen  ftory,  even  a  Legion 
of  Devils,  and  rendered  the  way,  by  which 
no  man  could  pafs  before,  fecure  from  danger; 
could  we  expect  that   he  fhould  have  been 

*  See  Ezekiel  xxxiv. 

f  The  learned  reader  will  not  want  inftances  hereof, 
and  the  unlearned  can  fcarce  open  any  book  of  heathen 
antiquity,  without  abundant  proof;  a  remarkable  inftance 
however  may  be  found  by  thofe  who  think  it  worth  their 
while  to  confult  it,  in  the  74th  page  and  216  note  of  my 
tranflation  of  CalUmachus  -3  fee  alfo  page  49,  ver.  148,  &c 
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received  by  them  other  than  as  a  Saviour 
and  as  a  God,  with  the  acclamations  and  Io's 
of  all  the  rejoicing  people  !  —  But  alas  how 
different  was  the  event !  how  amazing  the 
hardnefs  of  thefe  people's  hearts  —  alarmed 
with  a  ftrange  and  prepofterous  fear,  they 
befought  him  to  depart  out  of  their  coafts  ! 
Such  a  fear  as  frequently  falls  upon  thofe,  who 
being  only  frruck  into  terror,  at  the  judg- 
ments of  God,  neither  inquire  into  the  true 
caufe  of  them,  nor  confider  the  goodncfs  and 
grace  which  are  the  confequences  of  them. 
Such  a  fervile  fear  cleaves  to  us  all,  and  de- 
fcends  from  our  firft  Father  Ada?n>  who  after 
the  fall,  perceiving  the  prefence  of  God, 
ivas  afraid  and  hid  himfelf  *.  This  fear  arifes 
from  the  knowledge  of  fin,  mens  confciences 
convicting  and  accufing  them,  that  they,  on 
account  of  their  offences,  are  liable  to  the 
divine  wrath,  that  divine  wrath  which  they 
cannot  but  acknowledge  to  be  juftly  due  to 
their  manifold  offences.  This  evidently  was 
the  cafe  with  the  Gadarencs.  For  tho'  the 
caufe  might  have  been  fecret  to  them,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  Job,  why  Chrijl  fuffered  the 
Devils  to  enter  into  the  fwine :  yet  to  this 
they  could  be  no  ftrangers,  that  they  fed 
thefe  animals  in  contempt   of  the    law   of 

*  Gen.  iii,  10. 
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their  God,  which  immediately  forbade  the 
yews  the  ufe  and  eating  of  fvvine's  flefh  :  and 
though  they  might  not  themfelves  have  eaten 
of  them,  yet  in  feeding  them  (as  is  fuppofed) 
for  fale  amongft  the  Romans  and  Gentile  in- 
habitants in  their  country,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
ing parts,  they  fully  tranfgreflfed  the  law; 
which  the  devil  knowing,  therefore  fought 
permiffion  from  Chrifl  to  enter  into  the  herd. 
The  Gadarenes  confcious  hereof,  dared  not  to 
drive  awayC6r//?  by  force  out  of  their  country, 
which,  with  his  little  band,  it  had  been  no 
difficult  matter  for  them,  humanly  fpeaking, 
to  have  done  ;  —  but  they  now  begin  to 
reckon  it  as  a  great  benefit,  if  they  may  fuf- 
tain  no  more  lofs.  For  they  acknowledge 
the  divine  power  in  him ;  and  pray  him  to 
depart  out  of  their  coafts.  Their  prayer  was 
not  like  St.  Peter's,  when  confcious  of  his 
own  manifold  unworthinefs,  he  faid  depart 
jrom  me \  for  I  am  a  SINFUL  MAN,  O  Lord*. 
They  added  not — J  or  we  are  finfulmen —  this 
was  by  no  means  their  motive  ->  but  it  was 
their  fear,  left,  after  their  prefent  damage, 
much  greater  fhould  enfue  from  Jefus.  This 
is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  ingratitude;  and 
fo  much  the  more  notorious,  becaufe  we  are 
told,  that  the  whole  multitude  of  the  country 
*  Luke  v«  8. 

of 
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of  the  Gadarenes  round  about,  joined  in  the 
petition,  not  one  being  found  in  fo  large  a 
city,  fo  extenfive  a  country,  who  was  for  re- 
taining Jejus  amongft  them !  "  Seldom  ever 
did  a  good  motion  find  fuch  perfect  agree- 
ment; it  is  not  fo  uncommon  for  a  mul- 
titude to  confpire  in  evil :  generality  of  af- 
fent  is  no  warrant  for  any  act ;  common  error 
carries  away  many,  who  enquire  not  into  the 
reafon  of  ought,  but  the  practice ;  therefore 
we  are  warned  not  to  follow  the  multitude  to 
do  evil  -,  and  that  the  way  to  hell  is  a  beaten 
road,  through  the  many  feet  that  tread  it." 
There  was  a  time,  when  as  general  affent 
was  given  to  remove  this  fame  divine  perfon 
from  the  world,  as  now  to  remove  him  from 
thefe  coafts !  when  the  horrid  and  univerfal  cry 
was,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him  !  <c  Oh  bleffed  Je- 
fus,  how  worthy  are  they  to  want  thee,  that 
wifh  to  be  rid  of  thee !  Thou  haft  juft  caufe 
to  be  weary  of  us,  even  while  we  fue  to  hold 
thee ;  but  when  once  our  wretched  unthank- 
fulnefs  grows  weary  of  thee,  who  can  pity 
us  to  be  punifhed  with  thy  departure ;  who 
can  fay  it  is  other  than  righteous,  that  thou 
fhouldft  retort  upon  us  at  that  day,  Depart 
from  me  ye  cur  fed  I  *" — What  wretched  and 
foolilfh  eftimators  of  things  were  thefe  Ga- 
darenes f  Grant  it,  they  had  loft  their  herd  $ 
*  Bifhop  Hall 
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yet  two  of  their  countrymen  and  fellow- 
creatures  had  been  delivered  from  the  dread- 
ful tyranny  of  Satan,  whofe  falvation  and 
recovery  from  his  fnare  was  to  be  preferred 
to  all  the  cattle  on  a  thoufand  hills.  And 
moreover  the  public  way,  which  had  been 
infefted  by  them,  was  again  rendered  fafe, 
and  the  whole  country  refcued  from  its  for- 
mer infamy  and  danger.  Yet  thanklefs  were 
they  for  thefe  benefits,  yea  not  only  thank- 
lefs, but  wretchedly  ungrateful  for  them  — ■ 
yea  uneafy  and  diffatisfied  through  them. 

They  prefent  us  with  a  ftriking  picture? 
of  thofe,  whom  neither  judgments  of  an 
eternal  God,  nor  the  word  of  his  power 
and  majefty  openly  preached  and  preft 
upon  their  confciences,  can  move-  fo  much 
as  to  caufe  them  even  to  think  of  receiving 
Chrijl.  But  enflaved  by  the  love  of  profit,  ho- 
nour or  pleafure,  they  had  rather  drive  Chriji 
from  them,  and  be  deprived  of  his  word, 
than  lofe  their  fwine,  forfake  their  vile  lufts 
and  appetites  and  bid  adieu  to  the  pleafures  of 
fenfe,  the  luft  of  the  JleJJo,  the  lufi  of  the  or, 
and  the  pride  of  'life .  Alas  !  too  many  of  thefe 
are  found  in  Ifrael  5  who  defire  not  to  hear 
or  to  be  disturbed  with  the  found  of  the 
gofpel  and  the  name  of  Chrift,  fo  be  they 
may  but  quietly  attend  to  drunkennefs,  and 
I  ISo*  8,  Z  lafli- 


r/ioufnefs,  to  extortion  and  rapine,  to  pride 
and  envyings,  and  the  other  works  of  the 
flcfli.  Thefe  are  the  men  into  whom  Satan 
defires  to  enter,  and  who,  if  remaining  thus 
brutal,  will  affuredly  be  delivered  up  to  his 
power.  Yet,  worfe  than  thefe  are  fuch  as  go 
farther  ftill,  and  not  only  intreat  Chriji  to  de- 
part from  them,  with  xhekGadarenes,  but  re- 
vile and  reproach  the  minifters  of  his  word, 
and  perfecute  the  gofpel  of  God  our  Saviour, 
with  all  their  malice  and  devices,  rejoycing  in 
every  opportunity  to  oppofe  its  progrefs  and 
blacken  its  profeffors.  Thefe  furely  are  all  de- 
ferving  enough,  in  juftice,  to  be  utterly  forfaken 
of  Chriji  :  but  how  great  foever  is  the  iniquity 
of  men,  yet  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  is 
greater:  For  even  the  Gadarenes  themfelves 
were  not  wholly  rejected  by  him  -,  he 
left  them  a  preacher  and  proclaimer  of  the 
divine  miracle  wrought  by  him,  even  the 
man  himfelf  upon  whom  the  blefling  was 
conferr'd;  and  afterwards  came  again  him- 
felf to  this  place  that  he  might  at  leaft  have 
fome  fruit  from  amongft  them;  fo  unwearied- 
ly  and  patiently  does  the  divine  mercy  and 
goodnefs  wait  and  watch  for  the  falvation  of 
men  —  fo  rich  and  abundant  is  the  God  of 
love  in  forbearance  and  loving-kindnefs  to 
all  his  creatures !  —  But  when,  fpite  of  all 
thefe    mercies,  and  this  long  fuflerance,   bfet 

little 
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little  harveft  was  to  be  reap'd  amongft  them, 
who  had  thus  ungratefully  refufed  Cbriji% 
and  given,  as  it  were,  an  earned:  of  the  fu- 
ture ingratitude  and  madnefs  of  the  whole 
Jewifi  nation;  Remarkable  it  is,  that  in  the 
juft  judgment  of  God,  which  overtook  that 
people  and  ftate,  this  fame  city  of  GADARA 
was  the  firji  that  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Romans,  and  was  fo  utterly  deftroy'd  and 
extirpated  by  them,  that  not  one  ftone  was 
left  upon  another.  —  A  fearful  inftance  of 
the  vindictive  juftice  of  almighty  God,  and 
an  alarming  admonition  to  us,  not  to  trifle 
with  his  exceeding  great  .mercy  and  forbear- 
ance, not  to  reject  Cbrift  and  his  gofpel  now 
freely  offered  to  us,  left  haply  we  fall  into 
his  avenging  hands,  and  become  ourfelves  laft- 
ing  monuments  of  ingratitude  and  rebellion  to 
the  kindeft  of  Saviours,  the  beft  and  moft 
loving  of  mailers !  who  will  rejoice  to  re- 
ceive us,  wrho  will  joy  over  as  with  finging  *, 
when  infpired  with  holy  gratitude  we  come 
to  him,  and  like  this  Demoniac  (hew  ourfelves 
duly  fenfible  of  the  ineftimable  benefits  pro- 
cured for  us  by  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

For  3dly  in  this  man,  we  have  an  exam- 
ple how  we  ought  rightly  to  improve  this 
miracle,  and  every  other  call  of  God  ; 

*  Zeph.  iii.  17. 
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Firfl,  We  are  told,  that  he  Jat  at  the  feet 
cfjefus,  and  thus  became  a  careful  and  at- 
tentive hearer  of  his  word.  2dlv,  That  he 
fat  c.cthed,  that  is,  clothed  again  with  that 
ingenuous  modefty,  holy  fhame,  and  bleffed 
righteoufnefs,  of  which  the  fury  of  the  devil 
had  before  deprived  him.  3dly,  That  he 
fat  in  his  right  mind,  not  only  in  his  right 
mind,  and  with  proper  behaviour  in  regard 
to  himfelf,  but  alfo  in  his  right  mind  towards 
Chri/i,  having  due  and  proper  fentiments  of 
him,  and  of  his  marvellous  works.  4thly,That 
leaving  his  country  and  his  ungrateful  fellow- 
citizens,  he  defired  to  go  away  with,  and  to 
be  an  infeparable  attendant  on  this  bleffed 
Lord,  who  had  done  fo  great  things  for  his 
foul.  This  is  true  conversion,  this  is  real  gra- 
titude, through  which  a  man  refigns  himfelf 
up  wholly  to  Chrijl,  to  his  divine  teaching  and 
leading;  but  left  any  one  mould  think,  that 
it  was  neceffary  for  all  who  would  be  faved, 
to  leave  their  houfe  and  family  and  domeftrc 
affairs,  to  join  themfelves  to  the  company  of 
the  apoftles,  and  to  follow  Chrifl,  wherever 
he  went  preaching  the  gofpel, — left  any 
mould  entertain  fo  falfe  and  dangerous  a 
notion,  Chri/i^  we  find,  denies  his  petition  and 
fends  him  away  to  his  own  houfe;  for  there 
isdiverfity  of  callings  amongft  believers;  and 

St. 
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St.  Paul  by  the  Spirit  orders,  that  every  one 
fhould    continue   in  that  fame  callings  wherein 
he  is  called*:  A  neceffary  and  important  con- 
fideration  to    many,  that  they  may  not  tran- 
fcend  the  bounds  of  their  duty,  by  prefuming 
upon  that  to  which  they  are   not  called,  and 
an  admonition  to  ail,  that  they  may  difcharge 
their  duty  faithfully,  in  whatever  calling  and 
ftateof  life  it  hath  pleafedGod  to  place  them. 
For  in  every  ftation, whether  a  man  be  a  prince 
or  a  peafant,  whether  a  noble  or  a  private  man, 
whether  a  gentleman  or  a  labourer,   he  may 
live  to  the  glory  of  God  and  promote  that  glory; 
he  may  declare  the  benefits  of  God  conferred 
upon  himfelf,  and  ftir  up  others  to  a  know- 
lege  of  the  Redeemer.     And,  as  was  before 
obferved,  it  is  an  inftance    of  the  particular 
goodnefs  of   Chri/i,    that   whereas    in    many 
other  cafes  he   commanded,  that  they  mould 
tell   no  man  of  his  mighty    works,  here  in 
the  prefent  cafe  he  left  behind  him  a  preacher 
of  his  grace  and  mercy,  even  with   this  un- 
grateful and   unworthy  people.     And  as  he 
himfelf    was  intreated  to   depart  from  their 
coafts,   fo  he  commands  this  man  to  declare 
abroad  how  great  things  God  had  done  for 
him.    He,  obedient  to  the  command  of  jftjus, 
publifhed  throughout  the  whole  city  and  thro* 

*    I  Cor.  vii.  20. 
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all  Dtcapolis  how  great  things  Jefus  had  done 
for  him ;  nor  was  this  publication  wholly  with- 
out fruity  fince  for  the  prefent  it  is  laid,  that  all 
men  marvelled:  This  admiration  frequently  is 
the  firft  ftep  to  true  faith  in  Chrijl  ;  to  which 
fome  in  this  country  afterwards  attained  ;  for 
it  was  from  thefe  coafts,  that  they  brought 
unto  him  the  man  who  was  deaf  and  dumb*. 
And  when  the  faithful  Canaanite  applied  to 
Jefus  in  behalf  of  her  daughter,  who  was 
grievoufly  vexed  of  a  Devil ;  it  feems  highly 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  me  had  firft  heard 
of  him  and  conceived  fo  ftrong  a  faith  in 
him  from  the  preaching  of  this  very  perfon, 
thus  commiffioned  by  Chrijl  to  fpeak  aloud 
the  noble  ads  of  the  Lord. 

As  therefore  the  leaving  this  man  behind, 
and  thus  fending  him  forth  to  publiih  abroad 
what  God  had  done  for  him,  giveth  us  a  moft 
flriking  inftance  of  our  Saviour's  goodnefs ; 
fo  doth  he  alfo  fupply  all  Chriftians  with  an 
example  how  they  mould  behave  themfelves 
to  their  only  Lord  and  Mafter.  For  though 
our  condition  by  the  blefling  of  God  hath 
not  been  fuch  as  to  be  bodily  poffeffed  of  the 
Devil,  yet  are  we  fpiritually  fubjeft  to  him 
thro'  fin  5  and  by  the  eternal  Son  of  God  only 
refcued  from  his  tyranny  and  faved  from  his 

*   Sfc  Mark  vii.  31,  3?.. 

hard 


of  the  LEGION.  359 

hard  and  accurfed  fervice.  Our  duty  there- 
fore it  is,  after  the  example  of  this  man,  ift, 
Diligently  and  conftantly  to  hear,  read,  mark, 
learn,  and  inwardly  digeft  his  holy  word : 
2dly,  To  put  him  on  by  faith  *.  3dly,  To  prove 
the  foundnefs  and  rightnefs  of  our  minds  fif  I 
may  fo  fay)  by  the  rnodefty,  meeknefs,  fobriety 
and  rectitude  of  our  lives  and  actions.  4thly, 
Obediently  to  fubmit  ourfelves  wholly  to  him, 
to  take  up  oar  crofs  and  follow  him  in  the  way  of 
his  commandments:  and  in  fine,  by  proclaim- 
ing and  confefiing  his  infinite  love  and  mercy 
to  us,  who  are  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  his  mer- 
cies, to  bring  as  many  as  we  are  able  to  a 
joyful  participation  of  the  like  unbounded 
love,  the  like  free  and  unmerited  mercy.  ■ 

Can  you,  therefore  wonder,  my  beloved  bre- 
thren that  we  proclaim  —  would  you  not  ra- 
ther be  aftonifhed,  did  WE,  as  his  mefTen- 
gersand  minifters,  as  immediately  fent  forth  by 
him  to  publifhthe  great  things  God  hath  done 
for  the  fouls  of  men, — did  we  omit  to  proclaim 
thefe  things  unto  you  —  did  we  fail  to  admo- 
nim  and  exhort  you  with  all  our  power,  did  we 
ceafe  to  cry  aloud  and  invite  you,  in  his  name, 
to  come,  tajle  and  try  how  good  and  gracious  this 
Lord  of  love  -f*,  this  king  of  grace  and  glory 


*  Rom.  xiii.  14. 
f  Pfalm  xxxiv.  8, 
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is  ?  —  to  come  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life 
freely  \t — You  have  feen  in  this  miracle  a  full 
difplay  of  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  of  the  hatred  he 
beareth  to  all  your  fouls,  and  of  the  mifery,  the 
Unfpcakable  mifery  awaiting  thofe  who  are 
given  up  for  ever  to  his  infernal  fury.  You 
have  feen,  in  return,  the  far  fuperior  power 
of  your  Lord  and  Saviour  fefus  Chri/I,  and  can- 
not doubt  of  either  his  ability  or  will  to  refcue 
you  from  the  jaws  of  Satan,  feeing  for  this 
purpofe  came  he  Into  the  -world,  that  he  might 
defiroy  the  works  of  the  Devil.  You  know  a 
fure  and  ready  way  to  obtain  his  grace,  to  fecure 
his  favour,  to  live  happy  under  his  divine  pro- 
tection, and  now  life  or  death  are  fet  before 
you — you  mud  choofe  for  yourfelves  (and  may 
the  grace  of  God  incline  you  all  to  a  happy 
choice  that  you  may  no  longer  halt  between 
two  opinions!  )  You  muft  choofe  for  yourfelves, 
which  mafter  you  will  ferve,  God  or  Baal  J, 
whofe  yoke  you  will  take  upon  you,  the 
light  and  eafy  one  of  Cbrift,  or  the  hard  and 
galling  one  of  Satan.  —  You  have  in  the  Ga- 
darenes  and  in  the  Demoniac  examples  of 
either  choice ,  they  prayed  Chrifl  to  depart 
from  their  coafts ;  he  prayed  him,  that  he 
might  be  fuffbred  to  abide  w7ith  him and 

f  Revel,  xxii.  17. 
+   1  Kings  xviii.  21. 
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which  think  you  acted  the  wifer  part  ?  I 
doubt  not,  you  have  all  long  iince  deter- 
mined that  queftion ;  for  the  love  of  God 
then  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  true 
wifdom,  confider  what  the  lofs,  the  eternal 
lofs  of  a  foul  is,  and  do  not,  I  befeech  you, 
like  thefe  Gadarenes,  prepofteroufly  refufe 
every  offer  of  Chrifl,  do  not  let  his  minifters 
flretch  out  their  hands  all  day  to  a  gainfaying 
people*.  Do  not  let  yon  holy  Altar  -f  fpread 
with  the  facred  fymbols  of  your  Lord's  moft 
precious  body  and  blood,  lb  often  invite,  fo 
often  intreat,  fo  often  befeech  you  to  ap- 
proach and  refrefh  your  fouls  :  Do  not,  O 
do  not,  too  long  pafs  it  by  unheeded,  and 
make  light  of  it  %,  as  though  it  concerned  you 
not;  the  day  may  come  when  you  will  fe- 
verely  repent  hereof,  when  like  the  Gadarenes 
you  will  find  no  quarter,  but  perifh  in  horror 
unfpeakable  by  the  juft  judgment  of  a  long- 
uffering,  merciful  God !  It  may  fpeedily  be 
00  late,  if  now  you  reject  the  proffers  of 
race  3  and  will  not  lay  your  foul's  eternal 
elfare  ferioufly  to  heart:  for  over  and  above 
he    general  calls  of  the  gofpel  the   prefent 

*  Rom.  x.  21.  Ifai.  lxv.  2.  See  alfo  Ver.  4  of  this 
chapter. 

-f  Preached  on  a  Sacrament  Su?:dayy  and  I  hope  it  will 
need  no  apology,  that  I  fo  frequently  infift  on  this  moft 
important  duty,  J  Matt.  xxii.  5. 

times 
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times    are    uncommonly    critical,     and    the 
calls   from    heaven    loud,    particular,  and  a- 

larming : Would    to    God,   you    would 

all  carefully  attend  to  them !  would  to  God, 
that  I  might  be  made  the  happy  means  of 
perfuading  fuch  of  you,  as  are  yet  ftrangers 
to  his  love,  to  come  to  Chri/l,  to  fit  at 
his  feet,  cloathed  indeed  in  the  robes  of 
righteoufnefs,  in  your  right  minds,  and  whol- 
ly obedient  to  his  good  will  and  pleafurej 
would  to  God,  that  my  words,  by  his  grace, 
might  be  fo  carried  to  all  your  hearts,  as  to 
bring  you  all  to  the  table  of  the  Lord  in 
true  repentance  and  lively  faith ;  and  oh,  that 
my  hands  might  be  there  fo  bleft  to  you,  as 
to  convey  the  precious  body  and  blood  of 
your  dear  Redeemer  to  each  of  your  fouls  \ 
that  you  might  all  fo  eat  and  drink  as  to 
have  the  fure  hope  of  everlafling  life  !  oh  that 
I  could  fo  difplay  the  love  and  power  of  our 
divine  mafter,  as  to  captivate  your  willing 
hearts  to  his  pleafing  rule,  as  to  caufe  you, 
through  his  Spirit,  to  abound  in  all  the  works 
of  love  and  holinefs  5  for  herein  is  oar  father 
glorified,  that  we,  his  children,  bring  forth 
much  fruit  *.  And  if  any  of  you  yet  refolve 
not  to  hearken  and  do,  if  fin  and  Satan's 
galling  chain,  ilill  pleafe  you  better  than  the 
*  John  xv.  8. 

fvveet 
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fweet  bands  of  Jefus's  love  —  reflect  only  in 
a  retired   moment,  what  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence,    what   will  be   the    end,    and   upon 
whom    the  punifhment  mujl  fall.     The   evil 
fpirit  would  keep  you  mprefent,  to  overwhelm 
your  fouls  in  eternal  darknefs;  the  good  Spirit 
would  bring  you  now  to  the  light  of  life,  that 
you  might  rejoice  in  the  light  of  glory  for  ever; 
Satan  defireth  and  eagerly  hunteth  after  every 
means  to  deftroy  :  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  as 
eagerly  hath  bought  up  every  means  to  fave  ; 
he    hath  bled   on   the   crofs,    and    given  his 
life    a  ranfom  for  you :    he    hath   paid  the 
full  price;    and   if  you  reject  this  love  and 
fcorn  this  mercy, — Oh  tell  it  not  in  Gath  ! — 
miferable  beyond  defcription  muft  you  be  ; — 
dreadful  beyond  imagination  will  your  punifh- 
ment be  found — and  nothing  can  alleviate  it — 
yours  and  yours  alone  muft  be  the  fad,   the 
woful,  the  eternal  lofs ;  and  yet  I  will  not  fay, 
yours  alone,  but  ours  alfo,  who  watch  over  you 
for  good,  and  earneftly  wim  your  fouls  ever- 
lafting  health !    and  if  my  poor  and  weak  en- 
deavours have   ever  commended   themfelves 
to  you,  my  dear  friends  and  beloved  brethren, 
I    intreat,  I  befeech,  I  earneftly  exhort  you, 
by  the  love  of  jfefus  our   common   Saviour, 
by  all  your   future  hopes,  by  our  common 

friend- 
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friendfhips,  by  all  you  hold  dear,  I  befeech 
you,  ere  it  be  too  late  lay  thefe  things  feriouf- 
]y  to  heart,  come  to  Cbrift  the  only  Saviour 

of  your  fouls come  to  him,   and  at  the 

bleffed  altar  renew  your  covenant  with  him: 
there  contemplate  him  as  dying  for  your  fins, 
there  plead  his  holy  and  irreverfible  promifes, 
there  feed  upon  his  moft  precious  body  and 
blood;  and  may  you  there  be  fo  "  filled  with 
his  grace  and  heavenly  benediction,"  as  to 
bring  forth  much  fruit,  as  to  abound  in  every 
good  word  and  work,  that  Men  feeing  your 
light  foine  before  THEM,  may  glorify  your 
Father,  who  is  in  heaven  ;  that  the  righteous 
may  fee  it  and  rejoice,  and  the  mouth  of  all  ini- 
quity be  flopped.     Amen! 


D  I  S- 
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DISCOURSE     VIII. 
0* /£*  DEAF  *»</  DUMB  Man, 


Mark  vii.  32: 

-*4W  rf^y  bring  unto  him  one  that  was  deaf, 
and  had  an  impediment  in  his  fpeech;  and  they 
befeech  him  to  put  his  hand  upon  him. 

F^M^y\  A  N  was   made  in  the  beginning, 

H  M  H  a^ter  ^e  image  anc*  finailitude  of 
yg  yg  God;  outwardly  free  from  all  dif- 

3hl)S()9()8(jh(  eafes,  ficknefs  and  calamities,  in- 
wardly pure  and  clear  in  his  underfHnding, 
obedient  in  his  will,  orderly  and  holy  in  his 
affections;  —  his  eyes  were  opened  to  the 
iight  and  love  of  God,  his  ears  were  atten- 
tive to  his.   will    and   word,  his  tongue  was 

loofed 
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loofed  to  his  praife  and  glory,  his  hands  were 
ready   to  perform,  his  feet  were  fwift  to  run 

in  the    way  of  Cod's    commandments  

"  thus  was  he  made  altogether  like  unto  God, 
in  righteoufnefs,  in  holinefs,  in  wifdom,  in 
truth,  to  be  fhort,  in  all  kind  of  perfection  *.!' 
In  this  ftate  he  was  pronounced  very  good, 
by  his  creator,  and  this  ftate  of  felicity  would 
have  known  no  end,  had  he  continued  obe- 
dient, had  he  not  violated  the  fingle  precept 
of  his  God. 

Tempted  to  this,  by  the  envy  and  malice 
of  the  Devil,  he  hearkened,  difobeyed  his 
Creator,  and  fell  from  his  original  blefTed- 
nefs.  With  Sin,  Death  -f  entered  into  the 
world;  and  all  thofe  difeafes  and  evils,  which 
reign  and  rage  amongft  mankind,  ftraightway 
man's  nature  was  corrupted,  the  pure  and 
clear  underftanding  was  darkened,  the  will 
obedient  and  direct  became  perverfe,  rebelli- 
ous, and  inclined  to  evil,  and  the  orderly  and 
holy  affections,  irregular,  exceflive  and  impure: 
the  eyes  were  blinded,  and  could  no  more 
fee  the  beauty  of  fpiritual  objects;  the  ears 
were  clofed,  like  thofe   of  the  deaf  adder  ; 

*  Homily  for  Chrijimas  Day. 

+  Rom.  v.  12.  See  an  excellent  difcourfe  of  our  learned 
Bifhop  Bull's,  concerning  the  ftate  of  man  before  the  fall. 
Vol.  III.    Difcourfe  5. 

3  the 
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the  tongue  was  tied  or  became  a  world  of  ini- 
quity ?  :  the  hands  could  no  longer  perform, 
nor  the  feet  walk  in  the  paths  of  God's 
commandments;  thus  was  the  whole  man 
deprived  of  all  fpiritual  ftrength,  and  dead 
indeed  to  every  good  word  and  wrok  — 
according  to  his  fentence,  —  cc  In  the  dayy 
that  thou  eatejl  thereof  thou  Jloalt  furely  die!3 

Hence  it  is,  that  Chrijl  urges  the  necef- 
fity  of  regeneration,  of  the  new-birth,  of 
new  life  to  all  thefe  dead  powers  and  faculties 
of  the  foul  5  hence  it  is  that  St.  Paul  declares, 
If  a?2y  man  be  in  Chrijl,  he  is  a  new  creature ; 
old  things  are  pajl  away,  behold  all  things  are 
become  new  *f- :  nay  and  he  afferts  pofitively, 
that  nothing  will  avail  us  in  Chrijl  Jefus, 
but  this  new  creation  5  though  we  pride  our- 
felves  never  fo  much  upon  fpiritual  or  tem- 
poral advantages,  in  Chrijl  Jefus,  neither  cir- 
cumcifion,  nor  uncircumcifon  (no  external  pri- 
vileges, no  fancied  outward  tokens  of  God's 
favour,)  availetb  any  thing,  but  a  new  crea- 
ture \,  —  To  fhew  us  the  neceffity  and  nature 
of  which  new  creation,  numberlefs  inftances 
are  given  us,  in  the  gofpel,  of  perfons  af- 
flicted   with     bodily    difeafes,    who    applied 

*  James  ii.  6. 
f  2  Cor.  v.  17. 
J  Gal.  vi.  15. 

to, 
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to,  and    obtained    relief   from    Jefus-, —  in.-* 
ftruc~ting  us,  that  he  alone  who   created  can 
regenerate  us,   and   that  he  is   as  willing  as 
able    to  reftore  life  and  health    to  our  fallen 
fouls,  if  we    come    to   him,   labouring   and 
heavy-laden,  and  defirous    of  his   reft.      To 
mew  us   our  defiling  impurity   and  the   fo- 
vereign   power  of  Chri/l,  we  have  {ccn  him 
cleanfe  the  polluted  Leper  \   to  (hew  us  our 
fpiritual  inability  to  any  good  work,  we  have 
feen  him  reftore  the  trembling  Paralytic  ;   to 
(hew    us   our  fpiritual  death,  we    have  ken 
him    raife  the  dead:  and   in  others   equally 
inftru drive,  the  fame  leffons  have  been  incul- 
cated upon  our  hearts,  in  general,  teaching 
us   the  caufe  and  fatal  confequences  of  fin  to 
our  fouls,  the  power  of  divine  faith,  applying 
to  and  apprehending  Chriflr  the  only  phyfician 
and    the    fruits  of   that  faith  manifefted   in 
the    new  life  of  love  and   obedience,  which 
is  the  infallible  confequence  of  the  new  crea- 
tion, nay,  and  indeed,  the  only  fure  and  indif- 
putable  teft,  we  can  have,  of  our  new  birth. 

1  propofe  to  (hew  this  a  little  more  particu- 
larly, and  from  the  examples  of  the  deaf  and 
the  dumb,  the  blind  and  the  lame  reftored  by 
Chrifti  to  prove  to  you,  that  if  you  would 
partake  of  his  falvation,  and  are  indeed  heirs 

thereof 


On  the  deaf  and  dumb  Mant.       369 

thereof  through  faith,  your  ears  muft  have 
been  opened  by  his  divine  finger  and  power 
to  a  delight  in  his  word ;  your  tongue  loofed 
to  a  celebration  of  his  praije  and  glory ;  your 
eyes  opened  to  the  fight  and  love  of  fpiritual 
objects  ,  and  your  hands  and  feet  made  ready 
and  glad  to  perform  his  will,  and  walk  in 
his  holy  ways  *  ;  or  in  other  terms,  that 
your  understanding,  will  and  affections,  your 
thoughts,  words  and  actions  muft  have  been 
renewed  and  changed,  muft  have  been  tranf- 
formed  from'  this  world,  and  delivered  from 
the  fervitude  of  fin  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  Sons  of  God;  muft  have  been  turned 
from  vanity,  and  directed  into  the  right  chan- 
nel of  God's  fervice  and  glory; 

And  to  this  end  I  mail  begin  with  the 
miracle  wrought  by  Ckrijl  upon  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Man  in  the  Gofpel  -{-,  which  I 
will    iirft  explain  to   you,  and  fecondly  give 

you' 

*  St.  Aujiih  in  the  firft  book  of  Evangelical  Queftions. 
Queft.  xv'ui.  —  observes  —  Muto?,  qui  Dcminwu  non  lau- 
dant  vel  non  conjiientur  fule?ny  fightint :  caecos,  qui  non  in- 
ielligunt}  eiiamfi  obtemperant  jube-rtibus ;  furdos,  qui  non 
cltcmperant  et'.amfi  intclligunt  •  claudos,  qui  pr'a.epta  n:n 
implcnt. 

f  This  Gofpel,  faith  Hcminge,  contai'neth  one  of  the 
Lord's  miracles,  whereby  he  {hewed  nib  powrr,  his  tally 
and  his  office.  His  power  appeareth  in  this,  that  all  created 
things  are  at  his  commandment,  as  difeajes.  devils,  leas,  Sec. 
His  will  is   feen   by  his  readinefs   to  help,  for  he    is  motV 

No.  8.  A  a  redd* 
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ypu  fome  fure  marks  and  evidences,  where- 
by you  may  know  whether  indeed  your  ears 
have  been  opened  and  your  tongue  loofed  by 
this  almighty  power:  and  may  he,  by  his 
grace,  fo  open  all  our  ears  to  hear  and  re- 
ceive his  divine  word,  that  our  tongues  may  be 
loofed  to  his  honour  and  praife,  and  our  whole 
lives  bear  teftimony  to  the  due  fenfe  we  have 
of  the  great  things  which  he  hath  done 
for  our  fouls  ! 

lit,  When  our  Saviour  was  returned  into 
Galilee,  from  the  coafts  of  Tyre  and  Si  don  ^ 
where  he  had  found  fo  eminent  an  inftance 
of  humility  and  faith  in  the  woman  of  Ca- 
naan, they  bring  unto  him,  we  are  told,  one 
that  was  deaf  and  had  an  impediment   in  his 

ready  to  help  all  that  call  upon  him.  His  office  appeareth 
in  that  he  is  a  Saviour  according  to  his  name,  which  is 
jfESUS.  Thefe  things  are  to  be  feen  in  almoft  every  one 
of  C/'fi/Fs  miracles,  which  we  muft  learn  to  ufe  aright. 
For  We  mult  ufe  the  power  of Chrijl  our  Lord  againft  the 
tyranny,  fophiftry  and  hypocrify  of  the  world,  yea  and 
againft  the  whole  kingdom  of  Satan.  We  muft:  fet  the 
knowledge  of  his  will  againft  the  perverfe  will  and  judg- 
ment of  our  flefh.  We  muft  arm  ourfelves  with  a  regard 
to  his  office  againft  al!  Auticbrijh,  that  would  rob  him  of 

his   office; And  again, this   miracle   confirmeth 

that  Chrijl  both  can  and  will  help  all  that  arc  afHi&ed,  who 
are  brought  to  him  and  feek  his  help.  Aifo  it  over- 
throweth  die  error  of, them,  who  (Imnning  Chrijl  as  art 
anj:e-e  judge,  do  call  upon  faints.  And  moreover  it 
waincih  us  to  flee  unto  Chrijl  only  by  faith  and  prayer, 
wfcn  vVe  are  in  trouble  and  diftrefs. 

fpeeeb  : 
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fpeech:  the    word,  fxoyt^cthovy  implies  not  abfo- 
lute  dumbnefs,  but  fuch  a  difficulty  in  fpeak- 
ing  as  to  be  able  to  utter  onlv  a  confufed  and 
inarticulate  found :  and  it  is  obfefved  that  fuch 
natural  dumbnefs  is  for  the  moil  part  attend- 
ed   with    deafnefs ;    "  Whether    the  patient 
were  naturally  deaf  and  perfectly  dumb;  of 
imperfectly   dumb    and  accidentally  deaf,    I 
labour  not :  fure  I  am,  that  he  was  fo  deaf, 
that  he  could   not  hear  of  Cbrijit  fo  dumb 
that   he  could   not  fpeak  for   himfelf;  good 
neighbours  fupply  his  ears,   his  tongue  ;  they 
bring  him   to  Chrijl :  —  Behold  a  miracle  led 
in  by  charity,  acted  by  power,  led  out  by  mo- 
defty." — It  was  a  true  office  of  love  to  fpeak 
thus  in  the  caufe  of  the  Dumb  Man;  to   lend 
fenfes  to  him  that  wanted;  thefe  neighbours, 
you  fee,  had  all  the  fruits  and  effects  of  true 
faith  ;  for  in  bringing  the  man  to  Chrifl  the v 
ift,  acknowledged  him  to  be  the  true  MerTiab, 
able    and    willing  to   fave  ;     2dly,    they   caii 
upon  him,  their  faith  was  not  dead,  they  be- 
Jeech   him    to  put   his  hand  upon  the  deaf  and 
dumb  man-,  and,  3dly,  they  fhewed  true  bro- 
therly love  both  in  heart,  word,  and  work. 
by  bringing  this  afflicted  and  miferable  crea- 
ture   to    Chrifl.     After  their  example  fhould 
we  alfo  thus  make  our  faith  advantageous  to 
others;  this  fpiritual  fervice  we  ewe  to  all;  and 
A  a  2  this 
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this  brotherly  love  and  regard  for  the  welfare 
and  (alvation  of  our  neighbour,  will  and  muft 
abound  in  our  hearts,  if  our  faith  be  fincere; 
for  fuch  a  faith  only  as  worketh  by  love, 
will  avail  us  before  God.  And  hence  we 
fee  how  far  our  faith  may  be  made  fervicea- 
ble  to  others,  of  which  I  fpoke  at  large, 
when  difcourfing  of  thofe,  who  bore  the 
Paralytic  on  his  bed  to  Chrijl  *. 

They 

*  This  Deaf  2nd  Dumb  man  had  no  faith  of  his  own, 
for  he  cou Id  not  hear  the  word,  whereby  that  faith  cometh: 
and  yet  was  healed  by  Chftfl  for  the  faith  of  other  men. — - 
Other  mens  faith  may  prevail  fo  far  as  to  bring  us  to 
Cor.fi,  and  may  obtain  for  us  the  preventing  grace  of  God. 
A  Jeflon  of  Christian  love  to  us  all.  Parents  efpecially 
fhould  thus  pray  for  their  children,  as  at  all  times,  fo  when 
they  bring  them  tokaptifm,  Thus  Mmica  prayed  continu- 
ally for  her  fon  Ai'ftin,  who  afterwards  became  fo  celebrated 
a  light  of  the  church;  it  being  impoffible,  as  St.  Ambrofe 
tifed  to  fay,  that  a  child  of  fo  many  prayers  and  tears 
fhould  periih.  Thus  fhould  we  pray  for  ail,  for  the  weak 
and  erring,  as  well  as  for  enemies  alfo,  that  God  would 
give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth. 
Nothing  can  be  more  evident  from  the  fcriptures,  than 
the  falfhood  of  the  fej.uitical  evafions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  and  of  the  deductions  which  they  gather  from 
hence,  that  a  man  may  be  faved  by  the  faith  of  another, 
tho'  he  hath  none  hirhfelf,  iince  a  man  dial  I  livt  net  by 
another's  but  his  own  faith — and  the  ntrit's  and  zvcrksr 
which  thev  fell,  though  enriching  their  own  coffers,  yet 
do  they  plunge  infinite  numbers  of  fouls  into  deftrucrtion. 
God  open  their  eyes  and  give  them  a  better  mind  ! — There 
is  a  great  difference,  fays  Hetniig",  to  be  put  betwixt  cor- 
poral benefits  and    cvei lading  iaivation.     As   far  corporal 

benefit* 
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They  befought  our  Saviour,  that  he  would 
lay  his  hand  on  this  afflicted  per  fori  \  as  know- 
ing that  this  had  been  the  cuflom  with 
the  ancient  prophets,  and  as  observing  that 
Chrij't  by  fo  doing  had  already  healed  ma- 
ny ;  by  which  ceremony  feveral  particulars 
were  fignified;  for  they  that  bleffed  others 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  fupplied  the 
room  of  God;  the  hands  fignified  God's  help., 
power  and  favour,  and  the  laying  them  on 
a  perfon,  implied,  that  he  on  whom  they 
were  laid,  was  under  the  favour  and  protec- 
tion of  God,  and  alfo  bleffed  of  him  j  in  blef- 
fings,  God's  favour  and  help  were  thus  prayed 
for  ;  and  in  facrifices  the  offerings  were  thus 
dedicated  to  him.  In  healings,  God's  hand 
llretched  out  itfelf,  while  by  his  power  he 
reftored  the  fick  to  health;  alfo  in  the  giving 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  hands  fignified  God's 
prefence  and  power  ;  and  in  confecrating  the 
priefls  by  this  ceremony  was  and  is  meant, 

benefits  the  pious  may  obtain  them  even  for  the  Impious 
at  God's  hand.  But  as  for  falvation  they  cannot  obtain  it 
for  them,  unlefs  they  themfelves  alfo  have  firft  conceived 
faith  by  the  word  of  God.  For  except  the  godly  might 
obtain  corporal  benefits  for  the  ungodly,  the  world  could 
not  (rand  in  this  huge  flood  of  wickednefs  and  offence^. — 
Our  church  in  her  collect  for  Eafter  day,  acknowledges, 
that  'c  God  by  his  fpetial  grace  -preventing  us,  doth  put 
into  our  minds  good  d< fires." 

A  a  3  that 
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that  thofe  who  are  admitted  into  holy  or- 
ders, are  dedicated  unto  God  as  facrifices, 
and  allowed  and  appointed  unto  his  fervice. 

Thus  they  requefted  Chrifl  to  lay  his  hands 
upon  this  man  to  heal  him;  not  that  they 
would  prefcribe  the  means  or  imply  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  his  touch,  but  becaufe,  as  was 
before  obferved,  they  perceived  this  to  be  his 
ordinary  courfe  and  manner  of  healing.  A 
pattern  for  us,  after  which  to  model  our  peti- 
tions to  God  :  they  muft  be  directed  to  his 
ufual  proceedings:  we  muft  not  defire  him  to 
go  out  of  the  common  method  of  acting  and 
to  work  miracles  for  us:  we  muft  be  careful 
to  make  his  actions  the  rule  of  our  prayers: 
but  our  prayers  muft  not  attempt  to  prefcribe 
his  actions:  thus  if  we  alk  believing  according 
to  his  will,  we  mall  receive  :  The  irregularity 
and  impropriety  of  our  petitions  are  the  caufe 
of  our  fo  frequent  ill-fuccefs :  ye  ajk  a?id  receive 
not,  becaufe  ye  ajk  amifs,  faith  St.  James,  that 
ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lujh  and  pie  afire  s  *. 

He  who  cc  is  always  more  ready  to  hear 
than  we  to  pray,  and  is  wont  to  give  more 
than  either  we  defire  or  deferve,"  fliew'd  his 
abundant  companion  in  this  refpect  Mo,  for 
whofoever  cometh  to   him2  he  will  in  no   wife 

*  James  iv.  3. 

cafi 


On  the  deaf  and  dumb  Man.  375 
c aft  out.  He  not  only  touched  the  man,  but 
led  him  afide  from  the  multitude — put  his  fingers 
into  his  ears,  [pit  and  touched  his  tongue,  and 
looking  up  to  heaven  he  fighcd  and  faith  unto 
the  Man,  Ephphatha,  that  is,  be  opened-— and 
Jlraightway  his  ears  were  opened,  and  the  firing  oj 
his  tongue  was  loojed,  and  he  [pake  'plain. 

Why  our  Saviour,  who,  at  other  times,  heat*  & 
by  a  word  or  a  touch,  at  preient  and  upon 
other  occaiions  made  ufe  of  fo  many  ceremo- 
nies, is  not  ours  particularly  to  inquire,  or 
perhaps  wholly  to  underftand:  yet  thus  much 
we  may  know,  that  they  had  amongft  many 
other  (doubtlefs  very  wife)  ends  this  purpofe 
to  (lir  up  as  well  thofe  who  faw  this  miracle, 
as  thofe  who  now  hear  it,  to  a  more  diligent 
confederation  of  the  greatnefs  of  that  human 
mifery  and  corruption,  which  can  be  cured  by 
no  other  means,  by  no  other  method,  than  by 
the  application  of  the  faving  hand  of  the  fon 
of  God :  and  to  bring  them  and  us  to  a  fuller 
fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  miracles,  by  a 
more  exact  obfervation  of  the  feveral  circum- 
stances attending :  to  which  end  let  us  confb- 
der  thefe  feverai  ceremonies,  endeavouring  to 
reap  all  the  profit  from  them  wc  may :  and 
looking  through  the  weaknefs  of  thefe  out- 
ward means  (which  were  in  themfehes  wholly 
unavailable  to  any  of  the  purpofes  for  which 
A  a  4  they 
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they  were  ufed)  to  the  almighty  power  of 
drift,  let  us  learn  to  efteem  nothing  weak  and 
vain,  which  he  hath  ordained  as  an  inftrument 
to  convey  fpiritual  grace;  let  us  learn  to  efteem 
every  thing  weak  and  vain,  which  is  feparated 
from  his  efficacious  working,  and  refted  in,  as 
a  fhadow  without  the  fubftance,  as  a  body 
without   the  foul. — 

1  ft,  then  he  leads  the  man  afide  from  the  mul- 
titude, or  as  the  original  *  may  be  rendered, 
fit  him  apart  fo  as  to  be  feparated  from  the 
crowd,  and  yet  ftanding  full  before  them, 
that  they  might  all  fee  and  behold.  Thus  fome 
interpret  the  words,  but  I  mould  rather  con- 
ceive,— as  he  gave  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
miracle  fuch  a  charge  of  fecrefy  to  the  peo- 
ple— that  hereby  alio  he  intended  privacy,  even 
as  in  many  other  of  his  miracles,  purpofing 
to  conceal  them,  like  his  transfiguration,  until 
his  reiurrection  from  the  dead.  For  he  would 
not  yet  have  his  kingdom  publifhed  unto  the 
whole  world:  his  hour  was  not  yet  corner^:  he 
had  not  vet  accomplifhed  his  facrifice,  he  had 
not  yet  broken  down  the  wall  of  partition  J,  be- 
tween the  Jews  and  Gentiles :  which  was  after- 
wards done,  when  he  gave  his  difciples  com- 
milTion  to  go  and  teach  all  nations. 

Fiomthis  particular,  however,  we  may  draw 

+  John  xui.  1.  I  Ephefians  ii.  14. 

good 
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good  inftru&ion :  as,  that  if  we  defire  Chrifl 
to  be  our  phyfician,  we  muft  retire  with  him 
out  of  the  crowd  of  the  world,  we  muft  come 
out  from  amongfl  the  finfal,  and  have  no  fellow - 
Jhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkuefs  * : 
for  without  a  feparation  from  fin  and  the  world, 
a  feparation  from  our  finful  felves,  — as  well  as 
without  holy  and  devout  retirement,  in  vain 
mall  we  expect  to  find  Chrift,  in  vain  mall  we 
expect  to  be  healed  of  all  our  infirmities: 
for  holy  folitude  is  as  dew  to  the  foul- 
Herein  too  we  are  taught,  after  his  divine 
example,  to  avoid  all  vain -glory  in  our  good 
actions  efpecially,  and  to  feek  in  them  as  much 
privacy  as  is  poffible  and  convenient :  that  they 
may  be  feen  and  rewarded  openly  of  our  hea- 
venly Father.  —  Hence  the  fpiritual  phyfici- 
an s  of  the  church  may  ufefully  learn,  how 
to  deal  with  their  patients,  taking  them  afide, 
and  reproving  them  privately,  with  meeknefs 
and  love,  "  fo  as  if  poffible  one  ear  or  hand 
might  not  be  confcious  to  the  other/' 

2dly,  Having  taken  the  man  afide,  he  put 
his  fingers  into  his  ears — the  fingers  of  thofe 
bountiful  hands,  into  which  the  Father  hath 
delivered  all  things,  and  which,  though  nailed 
to  the  crofs  by  finners,  are  liberal  to  beftow 
the  richeft  blefiings  unto  all  thatafk: — By  this 

f  Ephefians  v.  1 1.      2.  Cor.  vi.  17, 

2  figrt 
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iign  he  fhewed  both  the  precious  nature  of* 
the  flem,  which  he  had  taken  upon  him,  that 
by  offering  it  in  facrifice  mankind  might  be 
reftored  to  their  former  health,  which  they 
had  loft  by  fin:  and  alio  gave  us  to  know, 
that  his  word  can  neither  be  heard  or  under- 
flood,  unlefs  our  ears  are  firft  opened  by  the 
finger  of  Chrfi,  that  is  to  fay,  unlefs  the  Holy 
Ghoft  doth  open  the  ears  of  our  heart:  for 
the  Holy  Ghoft  is  in  the  fcriptures  exprefly 
called  the  finger  of  -f  God.1'  The  Spirit  of 
God  (fays  Bilhop  Hall)  is  the  finger  of  God; 
then  doft  thou,  O  Saviour,  put  thy  fingers  into 
our  ears,  when  the  Spirit  enables  us  to  hear 
effectually.  It  is  only  that  finger  of  thy  Spirit, 
O  bleffed  Jefus,  that  can  open  our  ears,  and 
make  a  paffage  through  them  to  our  hearts ; 
let  that  finger  of  thine  be  put  into  our  ears, 
fo  (hall  our  deafnefs  be  removed,  and  we  mail 
hear,  not  the  loud  thunders  of  the  law,  but 
the  gentle  whifperings  of  thy  gracious  motions 
to  our  fouls. 

Having  thus  applied  to  the  ears  of  the  deaf 
man,  ^dly,  be  *  /pit  and  touched  his  tongue,  as 

he 


-j-  Luke  xi.  20. 

*  St.  Cyril  obferves  that  hereby  he  (hews  the  quickening 
nature  of  his  fle{h,and  that  he  hath  nothing  in  him, but  what 
\s  falutary :  fo  that  if  he  will,  even  his  fpittle  can  bring  life 

to 
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he  did  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man  —  (con- 
cerning whom  I  mall  fpeak  at  large  hereafter.) 
There  he  f pat  on  the  ground,  and  made  clay  of 
the  f pit  tie  y  and  anointed  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man 
with  the  clay.  Wherein  we  have  a  beautiful 
picture  of  our  reftoration  through  Chrijl,  who 
at  firft  created  us:  and  of  the  neceffity  of  that 
new  birth,  that  new  creation  which  is  to  be 
had  only  from  him.  Irenaus  excellently  ob- 
ferves  upon  this  fubjecT:,  "  that  God,  when 
about  to  create  man,  did  not  create  him  by 
his  word  only,  as  he  did  the  brute  creation  : 
but  he  took  the  dnjl  of  the  earth,  and  firft 
with  his  divine  fingers  formed  the  body,  and 
afterwards  breathed  into  his  noftrils  the  breath 
of  life,  and  fo  man  became  a  living  foul,  made 
after  the  image  and  iimilitudeof  God.  Now 
the  Son  of  God,  when  about  to  renew  and  re- 

to  us ;  all  is  efficacious,  all  is  full  of  virtue,  fays  one,  in 
Jefus  Chrijly  becaufe  all  is  united  to  the  eternal  word  and 
vvifdom.  The  Roman  Catholics  ufe  all  thefe  ceremonies  in 
baptifnty  for  they  fay  that  the  fame  is  done  in  baptifm  for 
t he  health  of  the  foul,  that  Cbrift  did  here  for  the  health  of 
the  body.  But  fuppofing  that,  we  may  afk  them,  what  au- 
thority or  right  they  have  to  imitate  him  in  thefe  refpecls 
without  any  command,  nay  or  the  leafr.  hint  from  him  lb 
to  do?  the  apoftles  ufed  them  not,  why  then  fliould  wc? 
and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  thefe  very  perfons  who  are 
fo  fcrupuloufly  exa£f.  in  ceremonies,  for  which  they  have 
no  permiffion,  yet  tranfgrefs  a  plain  command  of  the  fame 
divine  Lord,  withholding  that  cufc  of  which  he  hath  ordered 
ALL  to  drink  ! 

{tore 
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ftore  this  loft  image  in  us,  puts  his  Jingcrs  into 
the  cars,  andfpitting,  makes  clay,  to  fhew,  that 
man  can  be  no  otherwife  reftored  and  re- 
newed to  life  eternal,  than  by  a  new  creation 
from  the  hands  of  that  almighty  God  who 
created  him  to  this  life  in  the  beginning.,, — 
Who,  therefore,  can  doubt  or  be  afraid,  when 
we  have  fuch  and  fo  great  a  reftorer  of  our 
nature?  For  that  eternal  God,  who  created 
us  by  the  Son,  redeems  us  alfo  by  the  fame  : 
by  the  fame  he  regenerates  and  creates  us 
anew,  and  when  our  bodies  (hall  be  reduced 
to  the  duft  of  death,  he,  notwithstanding 
their  corruption  and  difTolution,  will  raife 
them  up  again  to  life  eternal,  that  we  may 
indeed  be  new  creatures,  for  ever  new  and 
for  ever  blefled  in  his  fight! 

Thus  having  fhewn  us,  that  by  an  appli- 
cation of  his  hand  and  Spirit  only,  our  ears 
and  tongue  can  be  renewed  to  his  glory,  he 
4thly  fhews  the  power  of  his  interceffion: 
for  looking  up  to  heaven^  he  Jighed  >f — by  the 

firft, 

f  'Tis  by  prayer  and  fecret  groans  of  the  heart,  fiiys  a 
commentator  on  the  fcripture,  that  Jejus  Chrijl  applies  his 
merits,  and  the  church  after  his  example.  It  to  convert  a 
Tinner  cofts  Chrijl  fo  many  defire?,  prayers  and  figbs,  is 
it  not  jufr,  it  mould  coft  the  finner  fome?  Is  it  not  neceiiary 
that  his  fervants  called  and  confecrated  to  that  work,  fhould 
be  n>en  of  defires,  prayers,  and  groans  ?  A  model  of  a  mi- 

nifter 
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firfl,  reminding,  as  it  were,  his  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, of  the  original  creation  of  man,  whom 
his  hands  made  good  and  compleat,  that  he 
might  hear  with  his  ears  the  word  of  God* 
celebrate  his  glory  with  the  tongue,  be  an  in- 
habitant of  heaven,  and  a  partaker  of  everlafl- 
ing  bleffednefs.  And  2dly,  he  fighed — for  him- 
felf  took  our  nature  and  bare  all  its  infirmities: 
and  feeing  his  works  fo  deformed  and  ruined,, 
he  gr caned  in  Jpirit^  and  was  troubled  * :  trou- 
bled for  us  and  for  that  fatal  diforder  which 
fin  and  the  devil  had  brought  into  the  world  : 
Jighing  for  our  fouls  under  fuch  hard  bondage, 
and  thus  looking  to  and  interceeding  with  his 
Father  for  them  :  and  cafting  his  eyes  upon 
the  miferable  object  before  him,  "  now,  O 
Father, — may  we  fuppofe  our  merciful  inter- 
ceffor  fighing  and  faying — Behold  this  captive 
of  i  Satan,  his  ears  are  clofed,  his  tongue  is 
tied,  and  unlefs  thou  fend  help  from  above, 

nifter  of  the  church — who,  in  the  exercife  of  his  mininry, 
in  performing  the  ceremonies  of  the  facraments,  in  pro- 
nouncing the  words  and  prayers  upon  Tinners,  in  the  name 
and  authority  of  the  church,  nay  and  of  Jtfus  Cbriji  him- 
felf,  ought  to  raife  his  heart  toward  heaven,  groan  for  thofe 
under  his  hands,  and  to  expect  all  from  him  who  is  the 
mafterof  all  hearts.  O  Jefus^  pronounce  upon  mine,  pro- 
nounce upon  thofe  of  all  finners,  pronounce  upon  the 
hearts  of  ail  thofe  who  are  to  hear  thee,  and  to  fpeak  for 
thee,  thefe  words,  be  thou,  opened^  and  then  thou  wilt  be 
obeyed !  , 

%  Johnxi,  33.      xx,  17, 
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he  is  for  ever  loft  and  undone.  Have  pity 
therefore,  O  Father,  upon  thefe  miferies,  even 
as  a  father  pitieth  his  own  children :  for  they 
are  thine  own  creatures,  they  are  all  the  work 
of  thy  hands :  they  themfelves  do  not  perceive 
nor  underftand  the  depth  of  their  own  wretch- 
ednefs:  but  I  underftand  it,  and  the  more  I 
fee  and  know  it,  fo  much  the  more  do  I  figh 
for  them,  becaufe  I  am  their  only  mediator 
and  advocate.  And  now,  O  righteous  Father, 
glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  glory,  O 
glorify  me  in  the  falvation  of  this  afflicted  fori 
of  Adam** 

Thus  looking  to  his  Father  and  car  Father,  to 
his  God  and  our  God*y  he  fighed  for  compafiion 
towards  us,  and  for  an  example  to  us:  <f  for 
compajjion  of  thofe  manifold  infirmities  into 
whicli  fin  hath  plunged  mankind :  of  which 
a  pitiful  inftance  was  here  prefented  unto  him: 
for  example  to  fetch  fighs  from  us  for  the  mi- 
feries  of  others,  fighs  of  forrow  for  them, 
fighs  of  defire  for  their  redrefs:  this  is  not  the 
firft  time,  that  our  Saviour  vented  fighs,  yea 
tears  upon  human  diftrefies;  we  are  not  bone 
of  his  bone  and  flefli  of  his  flefh,  if  we  fo 
feel  not  the  fmart  of  our  brethren,  as  to  fym- 
pathize  with  them,  and  to  be  touched  with  a 


■   John  xx.  17. 
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generous  feeling  of  their  infirmities.  For  who 
is  weak,  faith  Paul,  and  I  am  not  weak?  who  is 
offended  1  and  1  burn  not  ?  We  mufl  bear  cne  ano- 
ther s  burdens,  and  fo  fulfil  the  law  of  Chrift  *. 
jthly,  Our  Saviour  faith,  Ephphatha,  that  is 
he  opened  y  and  his  word  was  accompanied  with 
power,  for  flraightway  his  ears  were  opened 
and  the  firing  of  his  tongue  was  loofed,  and  he 
/pake  plain. 

His    word    is   commanding Be 

opened —and  whatever  he   wills,  his  word 

can  thus  perform ;  here  he  ads  as  God, 
here  he  (hews  his  divine  and  almighty 
arm;  fufficiently  diftinguifhing  himfelf  from 
all  the  prophets  and  other  his  fervants,  who 
never  attempted  to  work  any  miracle  in 
their  own  name,  or  by  their  own  imme- 
diate command.  Hence  we  are  taught,  how 
life  and  health  may  come  to  us,  namely 
by  the  word.  For  Chriji  obtained  for  us, 
yea  and  had  falvation  in  himfelf,  but  he 
communicates  it  by  his  word: — So  in  the 
beginning  he  created  us  by  his  word,  by  his 
word  he  yet  renews  and  refremes  us  5  for 
life  and  health  come  to  our  fouls  by  his  word 
and  by  his  facraments  ,  with  which  Chrifl 
doth,   as   it  were,    touch   us,  fo  delivering  us 

•   2  Cor,  ii.  29.     Gal.  vie  2. 

from 
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from  our  fpiritual  maladies,  opening  our  ears 
and  kojing  the  firing  of  our  tongues:  and  thus 
we  are  taught,  that  at  Chrijl's  commandment, 
and  at  the  preaching  of  his  word,  we  arc 
loofed  from  the  confinement  of  fin  and  Satan, 
that  we  fliould  benomore  fettered  or  brought 
into  prifon  by  them  *. 

Having  thus  wrought  the  cure,  our  Sa- 
viour charged  them,  that  they  Jhould  tell  no  man ; 
for  the  fame  reafons  mod  probably  that  he 
withdrew  from  the  multitude  with  the  pa- 
tient f :  though  fome  have  imagined,  that 
it  was   fpoken  only  to  thofe,   who   did   not 

rightly 

*  The  great  command  of  the  gofpel  and  grace  ofCbrifl! 
poor  finners,  fays  MrHetiry,  is  Ephphatha,  be  opened.  Gro- 
iiui  applies  it  thus,  that  the  internal  impediments  of  the 
mind  are. removed  by  the  Spirit  of  Cbrift,  as  thofe  bodily 
impediments  were  by  the  word  of  his  power.  He  opens  the 
heart,  as  he  did  Lydia'syand  thereby  opens  the  ear  to  receive 
the  word  of  God,  and  opens  the  mouth  in  prayer  and  praife. 
See  CrtU  fucf,  in  loco. 

*f  See  page  95  foregoing.  Dr.  Stanhope  in  that  truly  ufe- 
fal  work  of  his — a  comment  on  the  epiftles  and  gofpels — 
has  a  difcourfe  on  thisfubject.  See  Vol.  III.  p.  397.  And 
heafligns  the  following  reafons  for  our  Saviour's  forbidding 
the  divulging  his  miracles.  Iff,  To  decline,  as  much  as  was 
poflible  the  envy  and  oppofition  of  the  Pharlfces.  I  Idly, 
To  fecure  his  life  from  their  malice,  till  the  appointed 
time.  Illdly,  To  prevent  any  fedition  or  tumults  among 
the  people.  And  IVthly,  to  fet  us  an  example  of  humility 9 
and  of  doing  good  for  good's  fake  :  which  as  he  well  ob- 
ferves,  forbids  us  ojientation,  and  feeking  the  cfrecm  and 
admiration  of  men  :    Iff,  Becaufe   this  were  in  effecl:  to 

make 
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rightly  underftand,nor  make  a  proper  ufe  of  his 
miracles;  fuppofingthat  thefe  things  concerned 
only  the  difcafed  in  body,  and  not  confidering 
that  J  ejus  was  a  phyfician  come  to  cure  every 
foul  of  man  of  its  fpiritual  maladies  and  in- 
firmities 3  to  thofe  therefore,  who  talked  of 
his  miracles,  in  this  way,  as  wonderful  works 
of  a  furprifing  perfon  rifen  up  amongft  them, 
and  who  received  him  not  as  the  Saviour  of 
all  mankind,  he  commanded,  that  they  Jlmild 
tell  no  man,  that  is,  not  talk  unadvifedly  and 
unwifely  of  thofe  miracles,  the  true  ufe  and 
purpofe  of  which  they  did  not  conceive,  hav- 
ing eyes  and  yet  feeing  not,  —Be  that  as  it  may,  fo 
far  from  keeping  filence  we  read,  that  fo  much 
the  more  a  great  deal  they  publifoed  it,  —  fuch 
is  the  nature  of  man  —  and  were  beyond  mea- 
sure aJiomJJjedy  faying,  he  hath  done  all  things 
well,  he  maketh  both  the   deaf  to  hear  and  the 

make  new  matters  to  ourfelves,  and  by  a  bafe  degeneracy  of 
fpirit  to  become  (laves  to  our  fellow-creatures.  Ildly,  Be- 
caufe  St.  Paul  fays,  in  deteftation  of  popularity,  do  I  feek 
to  plcafe  men?  for  if  I  yet  pteafed  men,  I  Jhould  not  be  the 
fervani  of  Chrift.  And  Illdly,  becaufe  the  true  way  to  fe- 
cure  the  honour  and  efteem  of  men,  is  to  decline  it,  when 
we  beft  drferve  it,  "  Good  works  are  fo  much  more 
worthy  to  be  published,  as  he  that  has  done  them,  endea- 
vours moft  to  hide  them;  the  humility  of  him  who  does 
a  good  work,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  him  who  has 
received  it,  may  conteft  one  with  another  without -any  pre- 
judice to  the  peace  of  the  heart." 

No.  0.  B  b  dumb 
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dumb  to  [peak  *,  and  they  glorified  the  God  of 

IfraeL 

It  was  well  nigh  importable  for  them 
to  keep  filencc,  who  muft  have  attributed 
this  defire  of  fecrecy  in  our  Lord  folely 
to  modefty  and  humility;  happy  indeed 
would  it  be  if  all  his  followers  (and  efpe- 
cially  his  minifters)  would  learn  of  him, 
who  was  thus  meek  and  lowly ;  neither 
acting  in  our  ftrength  when  they  attempt 
a  fpiritual  cure,  nor  proclaiming  their  own 
praife,  when  they  have  effected  it.  Then 
would  they  likewife  do  all  things  well: 
and  there  would  be  that  beauty  in  the  man- 
ner which  no  wife  man  would  entirely 
neglect,  even  in  thofe  actions,  which   are  m 

themfelves  moft  excellent  and  great  -f- . 

Chrifl\ 

*   See  If  at.  xxxv.  5.  Mr.  Pope  in  his  Mrjftab  has  beau- 
tifully applied  this  prophecy  of  Ifaiah 

The  Saviour  comes  by  ancient  bards  foretold  ; 
Hear  him,  ye  deafy  and  all  ye  blind  behold  ! 
He  from  thick  films  (hall  puree  the  vifual  ray, 
And  on  the  fightlefs  eye-ball  pour  the  day  ; 
*Tis  he  uYobftru<5ted  paths  of  found  fhall  clear, 
And  bid  new  muiic  charm  th'unfolding  ear  ; 
The  dumb  fhall  fing,  the  lame  his  crutch  forego, 
And  leap  exulting,  like  the  bounding  roe. 

•j-  Doddridge.  It  is  a  great  commendation  for  a  minifter, 
obferves  one,  to  fay  that  he  has  done  all  things  well,   that 

is 
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Chrijl's  command    of  fecrecy    fhould  indeed 
have  been  obeyed  by  them;  but  when  fuch 
fruits  arofe  to  the  people,  they  could  not  re- 
frain:   for   hence    they   conceived   true  faith 
in  Cbrifi,  and  they  published  this  deed  for  the 
glorification  of  God,  which  was  the  end  of 
all  our   Saviour's   works,   for  he  was  born  as 
to  bring  peace  upon  earth ,  fo  glory  to  God  in 
the  higkeft.     But  this  muft  be  no  rule  for  us 
to  difobey  any  of  Cbrl/l's  commands  even  with 
the  beft  intention,  and  for   what  may  appeaf 
to  us  the  nobleft  ends,     We  muft    not  pre- 
fume  to  ftart  afide   from  the  plain  road   of 
duty,  nor   to  judge    our  offence  venial,  be- 
caufe  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  bring  fome  good 
out    of   evil.       <s    He  can    often  win    more 
glory  to   himfelf  from  our    filence,  than  by 
our  promulgation ;   a  forbidden  good  differs 
but  little   from    evil;     for   what   make   our 
actions  to   be  fins,  but   prohibitions?  Sin   is 
nothing  more  than  a  tranfgrefiion  of  God's 
law ;  our  judgment  in  this  refpecl  avails  no- 
thing ;  if  he  forbid  us   that  which   we  think 
good,   it  becomes   as    faulty    towards  us,    as 
that  which  is  originally  evil  :  his  will  muft  be 

is  to  fav,  both  with  exterior  gravity,  modefry  and  decency, 
and  with  interior  application,  piety  and  religion;  'tis  the 
way  to  make  the  deaf  hearken  to  the  truth,  and  to  draw 
from  fmners  the  acknowledgment  and  confeffion  of  their 
miferies. 

B  b  2  our 
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our  law,  and  we  ftiould  ever  lb  refign  to  him, 
as  to  be  content,  that  he  take  charge  of  his 
own  glory,  while  we  humbly  implore  him 
to  give  us  the  grace  to  take  charge  of  his 
precepts  *." 

Thus  then  we  fee  in  this  miraculous  cure, 
that  it  is  by  the  power  of  Gbriji  only  rege- 
nerating us,  that  our  ears  can  be  opened,  and 
our  tongue  loofed  to  the  hearing,  underftand- 
ing  and  proclaiming  the  will  and  wifdom  of 
God.  In  how  wretched  a  condition  was  this 
poor  fufferer !  unable  to  hear  the  chearful 
voice  of  men,  cut  off  from  the  pleafure  of 
communicating  his  ideas,  in  a  /late  of  mifer- 
able  lonelinefs  and  folitude  !  And  a  lively  fi- 
gure he  is  of  man  in  his  natural  Hate,  fpi- 
ritually  deaf  and  dumb,  having  ears  and  yet 
hearing  not,  having  a  tongue  and  yet  never 
ufing  it,  but  to  the  worft  and  vileft  of  pur- 
pofes;  incapable  of  hearing  the  doctrine  of 
falvation  and  of  confelling  his  own  mifery  -f-. 
Man's  natural  deafnefs  is  fufficiently  fhewn,  in 

that 

*  Bfthop  Hall 

f  An  able  writer  on  the  New  Tefiament  obferves,  "Hu- 
ir.ii  ri  nature  was  incapable  to  hear  the  doclrine  of  falvation 
and  confefs  its  mifery,  when  the  Son  of  God  cametofeek 
it,  and  every  fmner  left  to  himfelf  has  this  double  impo- 
tency.  A  man  is  deaf  and  dumb,  when  he  refufes  to 
hearken  to  a  truth  and  is  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  it;  deplo- 
rable  ,  that  is  voluntary,  and   will  ufe  no  means 

to 
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that  he  neither  hears,  nor  regards  the  fevere 
threats  of  God  in  his  law,  nor  his  fweet  pro- 
mifes  and  invitations  in  the  gofpel,  each  of 
which  are  designed  to  bring  him  <:o  repentance; 
but  like  the  diaf  adder ',  jloppeth  his  ears,  and 
refufeth  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  chnrmer,  charm 
he  never  fo  wifely* :  thofe  ears,  which,  like 
his  heart,  are  unci  rcumci fed  -f-,  yea  fo  hardened 
that  Mofes  and  the  prophets  call  upon  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  as  if  they  would  fooner 
hear  than  man,  who  fo  obftinately  refufes 
to  hearken  to  his  God.  This  evil  came  in 
amongft  us  from  that  day,  when  too  credu- 
lous Eve  gave  a  liftening  ear  to  the  vile  fug- 
geftions  of  the  tempter,  from  whence  the 
ears  of  her  pofterity  have  been  unhappily 
turned  from  their  God  —  And  for  our  tongues 
how  tied,  how  fail  locked  up  are  they  from 
fpeaking  either  the  praife  of  God,  or  con- 
to  be  cured;  for  as  foon  as  any  one  is  nvittjng  and  begs  for 
it,  he  is  no  longer  deaf  or  dumb. — Agiin;  The  Devil  ftops 
the  mouth  of  thofe  over  whom  he  has  power,  when  he 
hinders  them  from  prayer,  from  confeflion  of  fin,  and  the 
praife  of  God.  One  of  the  mod  miserable  conditions  of 
a  finner  is,  that  he  cannot  declare  his  mifery  J  God  in  his 
mercy  fupplies  that  defecf,  by  making  his  fervants  mourn 
for  them,  the  church  to  offer  them  in  its  fupplications, 
and  fome  charitable  friend  to  affift  them,  and  folicit  his 
favour. 

*  Pfalm  lviii.  4. 

f  Jer.  vi.  jo. 

B  b  3  feffing 
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felling  our  own  manifold  fins  and  iniquities  ! 
—  But  alas,  how  glib  and  ready  are  they  to 
run  volubly  on  in  evil-fpeaking,  reproach,  ca- 
lumny, and  trifling  of  every  fort  !  So  deaf 
are  we  to  God,  that  we  not  only  refufe  to 
hearken  to  the  truth,  and  are  unwilling  to  fub- 
mit  to  it,  but  even  to  fit  half  an  hour  to 
hear  that  ivord,  which  is  able  to  fave  our 
fouls,  is  very  irkfom  and  grievous  to  us;  a 
fermnn  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  long  at  the  moji 
is  mfllcient  for  our  polite  ears,  while  ma- 
ny hours  will  not  fuffice  to  hear  the  rant 
of  a  player,  and  the  foppery  of  the  ftage. 
So  dumb  are  xvCj  that  we  have  no  tongue 
for  his  praife,  who  alone  giveth  fpeech, 
fealed  are  our  lips  and  a  chill  damp  ftrikes 
us  in  a  momeni  filent  *,  as  if  we  had 
put  our  handsfj  on  a  Cockatrice  den,  when 
Spiritual  fubjecls  are  introduced,  — —  while 
with  gay  pleafantry  and  unceafing  alertnefs  we 
can    talk   of  the  foolifh   pleafures,   fins   and 

*  I  doubt  net,  every  ferious  perfon  has  had  abundant 
proofs  hereof —  As  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  enlarge  on 
this  topic,  (o  have  I  little  inclination  to  do  fo,  fince  my 
:  ::i(!er  will  be  fp  much  better  entertained  on  the  fubjecl:  by 
referring  to  the  beginning  of  the  firu  dia'ogue  of  Mr.  Her- 
Wy's  Tbfron  and  AfpaJiQ  ;  a  work,  in  which  (tho*  for  my 
party  I  cannot  confent  to  the  main  pofition  and  the 
fundamental  article)  yet  there  are  fo  rnany  beauties  and 
mcies,  and  fuch  a  ftrain  of  piety  and  humility  as 
vv:«i   greasy  delight  and  in{uucf.  tx^ry  lover  of  religious 

iJifCGu: 
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vanities  of  a  tranfitory   world,  of  the  follies, 
foibles,  offences  and  affairs  of  others. 

Thefe  things,  my  brethren,  ought  not  fo 
to  be;  we  are  thus  continually  offending 
againft  the  royal  law  of  love  -y  and  if  we  re- 
main thus  deaf  to  God's  word;  thus  dumb 
to  his  praife  —  as  neither  believing  on  him 
with  our  heart,  nor  conjeffing  him  with  our 
mouth  —  we  can  neither  inherit  his  kingdom 
nor  partake  of  his  glory.  For  they  alone 
lhall  rejoice  with  him  hereafter,  who  re- 
joice in  him  and  his  word  here,  who 
defire  to  hear  that  word,  as  finding  it  fweet 
to  their  fouls,  and  who  bleffing  God  for  it, 
and  obedient  to  the  rule  of  life  laid  down  in 
it,  laud  him,  glorify  and  extol  his  great  good- 
nefs  for  fo  precious  a  treafure — giving  tc  thanks 
to  the  bleffed  Jefus,  the  light  of  everlafting 
life,  for  the- table  of  holy  dodrine,  which  he 
hath  afforded  us  by  his  fervants,  the  pro- 
phets, apoftles  and  other  teachers." 

That  you  may  have,  adly,  fome  fure  marks 
and  evidences,  whereby  to  try  and  examine 
yourfelves,  in  this  refped,  ferioufly  and  as  in 
the  fight  and  fear  of  God  apply  what  follows 
to  your  hearts. 

Is    this   word  fweet   and  pleafant  to  your 

fouls  ?   have  you  tajled  in  and  by  it,  that  the 

Lord  is  gracious  ?  hath  he  opened  your  ears, 

and  redeemed  you  from  the  love  of  vain  con- 

B  b  4  ver- 
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verfation  to  a  delight  in  Cbrijl,  and  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  gofpel  ?  If  any  man  be  in  Cbrijl, 
fays  St.  Paul,  be  IS  a  new  creature :  And  if 
he  be  not  in  Cbrijl  a  new  creature,  Cbrijl 
himfelf,  whofe  word  is  to  judge  us,  declares 
that  he  can  never  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  *.  If  therefore  you  are  fincerely  zea- 
lous after  your  foul's  health,  you  will  not  reft 
fatisfied  till  you  know,  that  you  are  in  Cbrijl 
new  creatures;  and  of  this  you  may  be  eafily 
informed  ;  old  things  are  faffed  away,  behold, 
all  things  are  become  new  to  the  living  Member 
of  Chri/l's  body.  His  ear  is,  firft,  redeemed 
from  its  former  pleafure  in  evil,  profane,  looje, 
and  trifling  converfation  -,  thefe  things  are 
painful  and  grievous  to  the  regenerate  ear  5 
and  2dly,  His  ear  is  brought  to  a  pleafure  in, 
and  an  earneft  defire  after,  hearing  the  word 
of  God,  and  all  thofe  glorious  bleffings  record- 
ed in  it,  which  he  hath  vouchsafed  to  us  in 
Cbrijl  Jefus  our  Lord. 

Now  every  foul  that  lives  can  as  afluredly 
and  confidently  know,  whether  this  be  the 
cafe  with  them,  as  this  deaf  man  knew,  that 
he  was  healed,  when  he  heard  the  found  of 
the  hun^an  voice;  reft  therefore  in  perfect 
fatisfaftion,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  opened 
your  ears,  if  you  find  them  no  longer  pleafed 

*   2  Cor.  v,  17,     John  3.  iii. 

with 
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with  their  former  evil  converfation,  but  eager- 
ly listening  after  the  things  of  God.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  things  of  God  are  tedious, 
irkfom  and  hateful  to  your  ears,  while  filthy 
profane,  idle  and  trifling  converfation  is 
agreeable  to  you;  if  the  Bible  and  fpiritual 
books  be  heavy  and  tirefom,  difagreeable  and 
•uneafy  to  you,  while  foolifh  and  lewd  ro- 
mances, writings  of  mere  amufement  or  the 
like,  employ  your  hours,  and  ingrofs  your 
thoughts,  —  then  be  as  well  allured,  that  you 
are  yet  fpiriinalh  deaf,  and  fo  not  a  child  of 
God  through  faith  —  for  faith  cometh  by  hear- 
yng  —  and  if  not  a  child,  then  not  an  heir,  an 
'heir  of  God,  nor  a  joint  heir  with  Chriji  *. 

Hypocrites  and  outward  projeffbrs  may  indeed 
pretend  to  this  joy  in  the  word  of  God  ;  and 
brrowful  it  is  to  think,  that  fuch  men  abound 
who  place  great  merit  in  hearing,  and  are 
feemingly  delighted  with  the  found  of  the 
gofpel :  none  but  the  fearcher  of  it,  can 
jsnow  the  heart,  and  none  but  yourfelves  can  be 
|rue  judges  in  this  cafe;  for  I  fpeak  not  of 
alfe  and  pretended  joy  in  the  word,  as  a 
loke  for  deteftabie  hypocrify,  but  of  that 
eal,  internal,  heart-felt,  folid  joy  and  fatis- 
[action,  which  is  the  only  proof,  that  the 
word  of  God  is  truly  acceptable  to  us» 
*  Rem.  x.  17.     viii.  17. 

Where 
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Where  this  undilTembled  fatisfaclion  is  found, 
where  ,this  loathing  of  all  corrupt  communi- 
cation, where  the  word  is  like  dew  refreshing 
to  the  foul,  like  honey  fweet  to  the  tafle,  that 
can  belong  to  no  hypocrite;  the  foul,  which 
experiences  fuch  delight  is  undoubtedly  born 
of  God. 

But  this  delight  in  hearing,  muft,  if  fincere, 
hofe  the  Tongue,  and  caufe  it  to  fpeak  plainly 
and  openly  in  the  praife  of  God. 

Nothing  will  fhew  the  regenerate  man 
more  than  the  tongue  —  oat  of  the  abundance 
of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeakeih. — It  may  indeed 
be  poffiblc  (and  it  is  but  too  common)  that  a 
corrupt  heart  may  have  a  fmooth,  a  glofing, 
and  a  deceitful  tongue:  but  it  is  impoffible  that 
a  regenerate  heart  fhould  have  a  loofe,  a  time- 
ferving  or  an  irreligious  tongue.  If,  there- 
fore, your  tongue  runs  at  random  upon  every 
fubjeel,  without  confidering  or  regarding  what 
it  utters:  if  your  tongue  be  ufed,  as  conve- 
nience ferves,  to  flatter,  cog,  deceive  and  dif- 
femble;  if  it  be  ufed  irreligioufly,  taking  the! 
great  and  fearful  name  of  the  Lord  your  God  J 
in  vain,  not  only  by  open  and  notorious 
curfing  and  fvvearing,  but,  as  I  fear,  is  too 
commonly  done  by  wantonly  and  caufelefly 
ufing  the  name  of  God  and  of  Chrifl ;  nay, 
and  even  in  the  church,  by  taking  that  name 

into| 
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into  your  lips,  with  a  moft  affronting  indif- 
ference, as  if  God  were  not  worth  regarding, 
or  with  an  affecled  devotion,  as  if  he  could 
be  pleafed  with  compliments  ; — if  your  tongue 
be  ufed  in  loofe  jefting  and  filthy  talking,  or 
employed  in  the  abufe  and  to  the  fcandal  of 
your  neighbour,  then  be  affured  you  are  yet 
fpiritually  dumb,  the  poifon  of  afps  is  under  your 
lips  * :  and  if  you  remain  fo,  if  God's  praife 
never  dwells  on  your  lips  and  his  glory  never 
founds  from  your  mouth  on  earth,  never  never 
moft  undoubtedly  fhall  his  praife  and  glory 
refound  from  them  in  heaven. 

But  if  on  the  contrary  you  take  heed  to  your 
ways,  that  you  offend  not  in  your  tongue,  if  out 
of  the  good  treajure   of  your   heart  you  bring 
forth  good  things ',  your  f pee ch  being  always  with 
grace,  Jeofoned  with  fait — if  you  never  take  the 
name  of  God  into  your  mouth,  but  with  aw- 
ful and  religious  reverence,    rejoicing  in   all 
;'  opportunities  to  praife  him  for  his  goodnefs,  and 
1  to  declare  the  wonders  that  he  doth  for  the  chiU 
\  dren  of  men :  if  you  let  no  corrupt  co?nmunica- 
\tion  proceed  out  of  your  mouthy  but  that  which 
is  good  to  the  ufe  of  edifying,  that  it  may  mi- 
nifter  grace  to  the  hearers ;  if  you  are  rejoiced 
I  to  fpeak  of  your  brother's   good,  and   labour 

*  P..01TU  iii.   13. 

in 
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in  true  love,  to  have  the  law  of  kindnefs  dwel- 
ling en  your  tongue :  then  reft  happy  and  af- 
fured,  that  the  finger  of  Chrift  hath  touched 
your  tongue,  that  his  divine  Spirit  hath  loo  fed 
it  from  its  natural  dumbnefs:  let  your  actions 
keep  pace  with  your  words,  perfevere  in  the 
way  of  that  truth  and  holinefs,  of  which  you 
delight  to  hear  and /peak,  and  your  ears  and 
tongue  fhall  both  be  eternally  fatisfied,  thefe 
with  bearing  and  that  with  Jingi??g  fongs  of 
triumphant  honour  and  glory  to  the  king  eternal^ 
immortal,  invif&le,  the  only  wife  God,  for  ever 
and  ever,  Amen.  * 

Do 

*  1  Tim.  i.  17. — Many  excellent  writers  have  given  fuch 
large  inftruclions  on  the  right  government  of  the  tongue, 
that  I  have  therefore  been  the  more  brief,  though  perhaps 
there  is  fcarce  any  member  that  requires  greater  watch- 
ful nefs  :  I  cannot,  however,  omit  recommending  in  this 
-place  to  my  reader's  practice,  the  following  rules  of  Bifhop 
iB&ver-idge  from  his  private  thoughts,  which  is  a  work  too 
well  eiieemed  to  need  any  poor  commendations  of  mine. 

I.  I  am  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  never  to  fpealc 
mv.ch,  left  I  often  fpeak /«w  much,  and  not  to  fpealc  at  all, 
rather  than  to  no  purpofe. 

II.  I  am  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  not  only  to  avoid 
the  wicked  nefs  of  fwearing  falfly,  but  likewife  the  very 
uppcarune  of  {'wearing  at  all. 

ill.  I  am  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  always  to  make 
my  tongue  and  my  heart  go  together,  fo  as  never  to  fpeak 
with  the  one,  what  I  do  not  think  with   the  other. 

IV".  I  am  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  fpeak  of  other 
mens  fins  only  before  their  faces,  and  of  their  virtues  only 
behind  their  backs. 

V.  lam 
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Do  thou,  therefore,  O  eternal  Father,  give 
us,  bythybleffed  Spirit,  the  ear  to  hear  and 
underftand  thy  word,  and  the  tongue  to  praife 
and  magnify  thy  name:  for  it  is  thou  alone, 
who  by  thy  fpecial  grace  preventing  us 
doft  begin  this  good  work  in  us:  it  is  thou 
alone  who  performed  it,  and  upon  whom 
we  mufl:  continually  wait  for  grace  to  help  in 
this  time  of  need:  and  it  is  thou  alone  who 
fhalt  finifh  all  with  the  great  Ephphatha  on 
that  day,  when  thou  (halt  fay  to  the  graves, 
Be  opened^  and  {halt  caufe  all  thofe  to  arife 
and  enter  thy  glorious  kingdom,  whofe  ears 
and  tongues  thou  haft  before  opened,  and 
given  them  to  hear  and  receive  thy  word  in 
their  hearts,  to  confefs  it  with  their  lips,  and 
to  manifeft  it  in  their  lives.  And  that  we 
may  all  obtain  this  ineftimable  bieffing,  God 
of  his  infinite  mercy  grant,  through  Jefus 
Chriji  our  Lord,  who  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  liveth  and  reigneth  ever,  one 
God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

V.  I  am  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  always  to  fpeak 
reverently  to  my  fuperiors,  humbly  to  my  inferiors,  and 
civilly  to  all. 

BlefTed  and  happy  will  that  man  be,  who  mall  govern 
his  tongue  according  to  thefe  rules :  for  if  dny  rfran  pffnid 
not  in  wordy  faith  Saint  James,  the  fame  is  a  pert  ell  ?i:an  and 
able  alfo  to  bridle  his  whole  tody.     See  James  iii.  2.  &c. 

DIS- 


DISCOURSE     IX. 

0^   blind  BARTIMEUS. 

Being  the  Substance  of  Two  Sermons, 
PART    I. 


Luke  xviii.  42,  43. 

And  Jefus  [aid  unto  him,  Receive  thy  fight ', 
thy  faith  hath  faved  thee. — And  immediately  he 
received  his  fight,  and  followed  him,  glorifying 
God ;  and  all  the  people  when  they  faw  it,  gave 
praije  unto  God. 

^)COP*\  H  E  defcription  of  the  idols  in  fcrip- 
§  T  II  ture  very  exaftly  fuits  with  the  na- 
M  $£  tural,  unregenerate  man  -,  they  have 

%L?£MMji  mouths  but  they  fpeak  not ;  eyes  have 
they  but  they  fee  not:  they  have  ears  but  they 
hear  not-,  nofes  have  they  but  they  fmell not  -,  they 

have 
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have  bands,    but   they   handle   not :    feet   have 
they    but    they   'walk    not:    neither  jpeak    they 
through  their  throat  *. — For  though  created  in 
the  image  and  fimilitude  of  God,  in  righte- 
oufnefs  and  true  holinefs,  Man  through    ori- 
ginal corruption  hath  loft  all  his  perfections, 
and  hath  neither  an  ear  to  hear,  a  tongue  to 
fpeak,  or  an  eye  to  fee  God's  glory,  and   his 
foul's  good,  unlefs  thefe  powers  and  faculties 
of  his   foul   be  renewed  and  reftored   by   the 
regenerating  grace  of  God  in  Chrijl.     Hence 
before  his  corning  into  the  world  it  was  fore- 
told of  him  by  the  prophet,  that  he  Jhould open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind,  unjlop  the  ears  oj  the  deaf 
make  the  la?ne    man  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the 
tongue  of  the  dumb  [in g  y  :  which  he  not  only 
fully  verified,    when  prefent  upon  earth,  but; 
even  to  this  day  performs  by  the  fame  divine 
power,  exerting  itfelf  upon  the  fouls  of  men, 
which  at  that  time   he  employed  upon   their 
bodies,  to   (hew  at  once  his  ability  to  cure  our 
fpiritual  maladies,  and  the  neceffity  and  na- 
ture of  the  cure  J. — For  we  mail  greatly  mif- 
take  the  ufe  of  his  miracles,  and  lofe  the  ad- 
vantage which  they  were  defigned  to  convey 

*  Pfalm  cxv.  5 — 7. 
f  Ifaiah  xxxv.   5. 

J  St-  Aujlln  finely  obferves,  non  minus  necejfarta  ejl  men- 
tis illuminatio,  quam  oculis  lumen. 

always 

* 
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always  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  to 
thofe  who  hear  of  them,  if  we  do  not  apply 
them  to  our  own  fouls,  confider  them  as  de- 
fcriptive  of  our  fpiritual  difeafes,  and  as  direct- 
ing us  to  our  infallible  and  all-fufficient  re- 
medy. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  prefentfome  of  them 
to  your  attention  in  this  view  :  and  hdfunday 
particularly  propofed  to  advife  you  of  the  ab- 
folute  neceffity  of  regeneration,  or  a  new  life 
to  all  the  faculties  of  your  fouls  from  the  new 
life  given  by  our  Saviour  to  the  deaf  and  the 
dumb,  the  blind  and  the  lame,  ffiV.  who 
fought  to  him  for  relief,  and  who  prefent  us 
with  a  ftriking  picture  of  ourfelves  in  our  na- 
tural ftate,  deaf  to  God,  dumb  to  his  praife, 
blind  to  his  love  and  glory,  and  without  hands 
or  feet  to  do,  and  to  move  as  he  hath  com- 
manded. And  in  order  hereto,  the  miracle 
wrought  by  our  Saviour  upon  a  deaf  and  dumb 
man,  brought  to  him,  was  firft  considered, 
and  then  fome  fure  marks  and  evidences  gi- 
ven you,  whereby  you  may  infallibly  know, 
whether  your  ears  have  been  opened  by  the 
finger \  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  a  complacence  in 
hearing:  his  word  :  whether  vour  toneue  hath 
been  loofed  by  his  divine  power  to  the  fervice 
of  his  glory,  and  a  delight  in  his  praife. — I 
proceed  next  to  confider  the  miracle  wrought 

by 
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by  him  upon  the  poor  blind  beggar,  who  fer- 
vently craved  his  relief:  and  having  explained 
the  circumftancesof  it,  I  will,  according  to  the 
former  order,  give  you  fome  marks  whereby 
you  may  examine  and  fee  whether  your  ears 
have  been  opened  by  Chrijl,  whether  you 
can  truly  fay,  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I 
was  blind,  ?iow  IJee.  * 

There  is  no  image  under  which  the  fcrip- 
tures  more  frequently  reprefent  man's  natural 
mifery,  than  that  of  blindnejs  and  darknefs, 
having  eyes  and  yet  feeing  not*,  and  fo  in  return 
none  more  common  than  that  of  opening  the 
eyes,  bringing  to  the  light,  &c.  whereby  they 
declare  to  us  our  regeneration  or  fpiritual  re- 
covery. Hence  Satan  is  called  the  prince  of 
darknefs,  and  in  oppofition,  Chrifl  is  called 
the  light,  the  light  of  life,  the  light  of  the 
world.  Hence  all  the  works  of  fin  are  called 
works  of  darknefs,  and  all  the  new  fruits  of 
holinefs,  light  and  the  armour  of  light.  And 
we,  when  born  again  by  the  grace  of  Chrijl, 
are  faid  to  be  enlightened,  even  by  his  divine 
power,  who  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and 
whofe  children  we  are,  when  we  walk  in  the 
light,  or  keep  his  holy  commandments,  *j-  and   fo 

*  John  ix.  25. 

f   1   John  i.  6,  7,  &c, 

N°.  9.  C  c  have 
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have  fellcwfiip  with  him.  Jefus  repeated  it 
that  he  was  the  light  of  the  world,  when  about 
to  reftore  fight  to  the  man  born  blind,  as  re- 
corded John  ix,  of  which  I  {hall  fpeak  fully 
hereafter,  and  which  will  be  found  to  have 
many  fimilar  circumftances  to  that  of  which 
I  fpoke  in  the  former  difcourfe:  vSt.  Mark  in 
his  gofpel  *  records  a  miracle  in  its  circum- 
ftances alfo  very  fimilar,  and  which  emphati- 
cally declares,  that  as  by  him  who  created  us 
we  muft  be  regenerated,  as  by  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  Jefus  our  ears  muft  be  opened, 
and  our  tongues  loofed,  fo  by  the  fame  Spi- 
rit and  power  our  eyes  muft  be  opened,  and 
we  reftored  from  darknefs  to  light. — He  cometh 
unto  Bethfaida,  faith  the  Evangelift,  and  they 
bring  unto  hint  a  blind  many  and  be  fought 
him  to  touch  him  -y  and  he  took  the  blind  man  by 
the  hand,  and  led  him  out  of  the  town  (even  as 
he  did  the  deaf  and  dumb  man  from  the 
multitude)  and  when  he  had  /pit  upon  his  eyes, 
and  put  his  hands  upon  them,  (as  he  did  upon 
the  ears  and  tongue  of  the  deaf  and  dumb) 
he  ajked  him,  if  he  jaw  ought  y  and  he  looked  up 
andfaidy  Ij'ee  men  as  trees  walking ,  after  that  he 
put  his  hands  on  his  eyes  again  and  made  him 
look  upy  and  he  was  reftored  and  Jaw  every  man 

•  Mark  viii.  22. 

clearly. 
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clearly.  And  he  fent  him  away  to  his  houfey 
faying ,  Neither  go  into  the  town,  nor  tell  it  to 
any  in  the  town:  (giving  the  fame  charge  of  fe- 
crecy,  that  he  had  before  done  in  the  cafe 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb  man.) 

But  this  miracle,  whereof  St.  Luke  fpeaks 
in  the  chapter,  whence  the  text  is  taken,  and 
of  which  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark  {peak  alfo, 
feems  to  have  been  of  a  more  public  and  re- 
markable kind. 

There  were  two  blind  men,  St.  Matthew 
tells  us,  who  fat  by  the  way  fide,  begging, 
as  Jefus  with  his  difciples,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  attending,  went  out  of  Jericho: 
one  of  whom  feems  to  have  been  well  known  : 
his  name,  St.  Mark  informs  us,  was  BARTI- 
MEUS,  the  meaning  of  which  appellation  he 
adds,  the  Jon  of  Timceus  :  and  fome  commen- 
tators have  fuppofed  that  this  tfimceus  had 
been  a  perfon  of  note,  whofe  fon,  by  a  com- 
plication of  calamities,  fell  both  into  poverty 
and  blindnefs  :  However  it  feems  certain  from 
St.  Mark's  manner  of  fpeaking  of  him,  that 
he  was  a  perfon  well  known,  and  conftantly 
feen  by  many  in  that  public  place,  where 
he  fat  begging:  and  was  therefore  the  more 
proper  perfon,  upon  whom  Jefus  might  dif- 
play  his  almighty  power,  and  convince  his 
gain-fayers. — Hearing  the  multitude  pafs  by, 
Cc  2  he 
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he  afked  what  it  meant?  and  they  told  him 
that  fefus  of  Nazareth  paffeth  by:  upon 
which  he  cried  with  great  fervour  and  ear- 
neftnefs,  faying,  Jefus,  thou  [on  of  David,  have 
mercy  on  me — But  they  which  went  before} 
rebuked  him,  nay,  and  charged  him  to  hold 
his  peace  and  not  thus  trouble  the  matter: 
but  he  cried  fo  much  the  more,  Thou  Son  of 
David,  have  mercy  on  me. 

It  is  plain  from  hence  that  this  blind  man 
had  before  heard  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  or  he 
could  never  have  made  this  lively  confeffion 
of  him,  acknowledging  him  the  expected  Me f 
JIah,  the  feed  of  David,  the  Lord  and  Re- 
deemer of  IjraeL  For  this  confeffion  (as  will 
be  feen  more  fully  in  the  fubfequent  fermon, 
concerning  the  faithful  Canaamte)  contained 
the  true  and  perfect  knowledge  of  Chrift,  both 
as  to  his  perjon  and  as  to  his  office :  for  herein 
he  is  acknowledged  to  be  both  God  and  Man  : 
God,  firjl  when  called  upon  to  have  mercy  -, 
for  it  is  the  property  of  God,  nay,  and  in 
his  power  only,  to  have  mercy  on  miferable 
finners:  sdly,  when  particularly  addreffed  by 
the  appellation  of  Lord,  which  is  the  known 
tranilation  of  Jehovah  in  the  bible,  the  pecu- 
liar name  of  God.  Man,  when  called  the 
Son  oj  David,  which  war  an  univerfally  re- 
ceived title  of  the    Me/jiab,    as   born   of  the 

feed 
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feed  and  family  of  P.ivid,  as  made  of  the  fed  of 
David  according  to  the  jiejh  *.     As  to  his  oljice 
he  calls  him  fcfu^  the  fiviour  and  redeemer 
of  his  people  from  all    thofe  fins,  into  which 
they   fell   through  and  from  Adam:  he  offers 
his  prayer*  with  the  pvofoundcft humility :  not 
building  upon  any  merit  of  his  own,  not  pre- 
tending to  any  worth  or  deferving  in  himfelf 
whereby  he  might  claim  this  favour  from  the 
fon  of  David:  he  only  faith,   "  Have  mercy  on 
<c  we" — I  coniefs,   O  Lord,  that  I  am  a  mife- 
rable  iinner,   and  that  my  manifold  offences 
have  moft  righfeouflv  deferved  this    punish- 
ment of  blindnefs  from  God:  but  I  truft  and 
have  ftrong  hope  in  thy  goodnefs   which  hath 
invited  all  that   labour  to  come  to  thee,  and 
promifed  mercy   to    returning   fanners.''  —  I 
need    not  here  obferve    that  this  is  a  leffon 
for  us,  in  our  approaches  to  Cbrifi^  to  whom 
we  muft  draw  nigh  in  this  faith  and  humi- 
lity, confeffing  him  at  once  the  God  able,  and 
the  Man  willing  to  fave,   as  well  as  the  bleffed 
Jefus,  who  came  into  the  world  on  this  be- 
nign and  glorious  purpofe  to   redeem  and  re- 
ftore    us    worthlefs   finners.      Our   excellent 
church  teacheth  us  conftantly  thus  to  approach 
him ;  our  prayers    in   this   fpirit    continually 

*  Rom,  i.  3 

C  c  3  afcend 
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afcend  before  him  :  the  great  bufinefs  we 
have  to  do,  is  to  take  efpecial  heed,  that  we 
do  not  mock  him  by  offering  him  the  fruits 
of  our  lips  only,  while  our  hearts  are  far 
from  him. 

Very  perfect  was  this  blind  man's  confeffion 
of  faith  -,  his  prayers  were  offered  up  too  with 
the  right  fpirit,  that  of  humility,  which  will 
always  incline  the  ears  of  the  Almighty  to 
hearken.  But  as  Satan  hath  always  fome  hin- 
drances to  throw  in  the  way  of  penitents, 
upon  their  approaches  to  the  great  deliverer, 
fo  do  we  fee  them  pictured  in  the  cafe  of 
Bartimeus.  For  they  who  went  before  rebuked 
and  charged  him  to  hold  his  peace.  They 
fuppofed,  that  he  was  praying  thus  importu- 
nately for  common  alms  only,  from  this  com- 
panionate Jefus  of  Nazareth,  and  therefore 
were  for  preventing  his  troublefome  clamor. 
But  the  more  they  charged  him,  unwilling 
to  be  deprived  of  that  afTiftance  from  which 
he  had  conceived  fo  great  hope,  fo  much 
the  more  earneftly  he  fent  his  voice  after 
Jjim>  whom  with  his  eyes  he  was  unable  to 
behold.  He  repeated  his  prayer  louder  and 
louder:  fearing,  left  Jefus  mould  begot  at 
too  great  a  diftance  to  hear  him,  or  fhould  be 
prevented  from  fo  doing  by  the  noife  of  the 
people.     Still  he  repeats  his  pathetic  prayer, 
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Jefus,  thou  fon  of  David,  have  mercy  on  vie — A 
prayer  fuitable  to  all  our  neceffities ;  and  which, 
if  we  ufe  with  the  fervour  of  this  poor  *  man, 
fpite  of  all  the  impediments  and  fuggeftions 
of  Satan,  attending  upon  the  place  where  he 
pafjeth  by,  upon  the  place  where  his  divine 
word  is  read  and  preached,  and  his  holy  or- 
dinances rightly  and  duly  adminiftered,  we 
need  not  fear,  but  he  will  do,  as  we  requeft, 
Jhew  mercy  on  us,  and  crown  us  with  his  com- 
panions, as  he  did  Bartimeus. 

For  he  flood  flill,  and  commanded  him  to 
be  brought  unto  him;  upon  which  the  people 
called  him,  faying,  Be  of  good  comfort ,  rife,  he 
calleth  thee-,  and  he  cafting  away  his  garment, 
rofe  and  came  to  Jefus-,  to  whom  when  he 
was  come  near,  Jefus  afked  him,  faying,  what 
wilt  thou  that  1  Jkould  dr  unto  thee?  and  he' 
faid,  Lord,  that  1  may  receive  my  fight. 

*  There  is  no  occafion,  fays  Ghiefnelle%  to  move  this  blind 
man  to  cry  out,  The  love  of  fight  is  a  fufficient  motive. — 
He  who    does  not    pray    defires  nothing;   a  ftrong  defire 
either  caufes  a  man   to    pray  much,  or  is  itfelf  a    fervent 
prayer.      We  may  judge  of  our  heart  by  our  prayer,  with- 
out any  fear    of  deceiving  ourfelves.      We    are   certainly 
infenfible  of  our    fpiritual  difeafes,  when  we    do  not    find 
ourfelves   inclined  and  moved  to  pray:  and  we  are  blind 
to  our  miferies,  when    we  do  not  feek  at  all  to  obtain  mer- 
cy.    The  ferious  chrifrian    defirous    of  reading   the  Ntiv 
Tcftament  with  profit  will  find  perhaps  few  writings  more 
conducive  thereto,  than  this  author's  tmral  reflections  on  the 
New  Teji  anient  >  tranflated  by  Ruffe  I. 

Cc  4  No 
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No  wonder  the  blind  man  was  thus  eager 
to  rife  and  haften  to  Jcfus,  when  he  heard 
his  divine  voice  calling  him:  and  herein  he 
furnifheth  us  with  an  inftructive  leiTon,  that 
we  mould  arife  no  lefs  eagerly,  no  lefs  gladly 
cajl  away  our  cloke,  lay  afide  every  weight,  and 
the  fin  which  dothfo  eafily  befet  us,  and  with- 
out all  hefitation  or  delay  follow  Chrtft  in 
the  way,  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  Jet 
before  us  *,  whenever  he  calls  us  by  his  word 
and  Spirit.  Our  repentance  muft  not  be  de- 
ferred from  day  to  day,  but  to  day,  if  we  will 
hear  his  voice,  we  muft  take  care  not  to  harden 
cur  hearts  -f  :  now  is  the  appointed  time,  now 
is  the  day  of  falvation ;  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven is  at  hand.  The  night  cometh  when  no 
man  can  work;  if  we  harden  our  hearts  to 
day,  while  it  is  called  to  day,  we  may  chance 
to  hear  in  the  midfl  of  our  worldly  wifdom 
and  providence — Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul 
Jhall  be  required  of  thee  J.  If  we  would  come 
to  Chrifl,  we  muft  not  only  arife  fpeedily, 
but  alfo  call:  afide  the  filthy  cloke  of  our  cor- 
rupt converfation  ||,  muft  deny  ungodlinefs  and 

*   Heb.  xii.    I. 
f  Pfalm  xcv.   7,  8. 
J  Luke  xii.  20. 

||   Sic  faiicndum  eft  iis9  fays  Ciarius,  qui  lumen  a  Chrtft 0 
acc:pere  ex  anlmo  qtasrunt, 

worldly 
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worldly  lufis%  and  live  foberly,  righteoujly  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  world:  he  will  make  a 
wretched  appearance  in  'the  eyes  of  Cbrifly 
who  dares  to  approach  him  covered  with 
pride,  malice,  covetoufnefs,  drunkennefs,  luft, 
or  any  of  the  evil  works  of  the  flefli.  For 
this  is  a  truth,  which  all  the  wiles  of  men 
and  all  the  arts  of  Satan  can  never  gainfay, 
that  Chriji  hath  no  fellowship  with  Belial* 
light  with  darknefs,  fin  with  thegofpel  5  and 
whoever  profeffes  that  gofpel,  or  prefumes 
upon  God's  mercy,  while  living  in  the  prac- 
tice of  fin,  let  him  know  moft  affuredly, 
that  he  hath  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  mat- 
ter :  iince  the  firft  ftep  to  Chriji  is  true  re- 
pentance, a  cajling  away  our  old  clo&e,  an  ut- 
ter abjection  of  all  our  former  fins  and  ini- 
quities. If  doing  this  with  the  blind  man, 
and  in  true  humility,  confcious  of  our  own 
unworthinefs,  approaching  to  Chriji  the  Savi- 
our of  our  fouls,  then  may  we  confidently 
make  it  our  petition  to  him,  that  we  may  re- 
eive  our  fight :  daily  praying,  <c  Grant  me,  O 
Father,  grant  me  to  receive  my  fight,  that 
jmy  eyes  may  be  opened  to  fee  and  k^owy  by 
fincere  faith,  thee  the  true  God  and  Jefus 
jChrift  whom  thou  haft  fent,  who  is  the  way, 
the  truth,  and,  the  life  *;  Give  me  to  fee  the 
*  John  xvii.  3.  xiv,  6. 

va- 
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vanity  of  this  world,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
my  own  manifoid  offences :  that  I  may  truly 
deplore  them,  and  have  my  eyes  fixed  upon 
that  eternal  ftate,  into  which  I  can  enter  on- 
ly through  thy  mercy  and  the  merits  of  him 
who  lived  and  died  forfinners:  and  give  me, 
O  my  God,  give  me  when  thefe  eyes  fhall 
be  clofed  in  death,  give  me  to  awaken,  with 
thy  likenefs,  to  fee  thee  face  to  face,  to  appear 
in  righteoufnefs  before  thee,  and  fully  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  glorious  vilion. 

Thus,  if  we  in  faith  unfeigned,  profound 
humility  and  fincere  repentance  put  up  our 
prayers  to  the  throne  of  grace,  the  irTue  will 
then  be  as  fuccefsful  as  it  was  to  the  blind 
man:  to  whom  Jefus  replied,  touched  with 
compaffion  towards  him,  Receive  thy  fight,  thy 
faith  hathfaved  thee,  and  immediately  he  received 
his  fight  and  followed  him,  glorifying  God:  and 
all  the  people  when  they  faw  it,  gave  praife  unto 
God. 

Thus  you  fee  (as  in  all  thefe  cafes,  thro' 
the  gofpel)  the  falvation  and  recovery  of  this  I 
man  is  afcribed  to  faith  :  and  fo  it  ever  muft 
be,  for  no  works  and  defervings  of  ours  can 
ever  merit  or  obtain  falvation  from  the  hands 
of  God.  And  in  this  fenfe  it  is,  that  we  are 
faid  to  be  ju/lifed  by  faith  only,  not  as  if  works 

were 
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were    unnecefiary     thereto  *,    but    as   being 
wholly  excluded  from  any   {hare  or  part  in  the 

merit 

*  The  truth  is  works  cannot  be  feparafed  from  fincere 
faith,  for  that  faith  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands  not  to 
be  juftifying)  which  knows  nothing  of  real  repentance,  felf- 
humiliation,  love  to  God  and  Chrift  for  the  gift  of  ever- 
lading  life,  &c.  &c.  See  the  firft  part  of  the  Homily  on  faith, 
I  know,  that  there  are  many  who  will  be  apt  to  clamour 
as  if  the  very  foundation  of  the  gofpel  was  moved,  by  affert- 
ing  the  necefTury  concomitance  of  works  w\thfaith;buz  the 
truth  will  always  ftand  t>  *  tell,  and  if  thefe  men  will  fcri- 
cuily  and  impartially  coufider  the  fubje£t,  I  doubt  not,  but 
they  will  be  led  to  fee,  that  all  faith  without  works  is 
dead,  a  body  without  breath,  a  mere  carcafe.  Neither  is 
the  honour  of  our  moft  blefTed  Redeemer,  or  the  freedom 
of  gofpel  falvation  injured  hereby,  nay  rather  to  each  the 
due,  even  all  honour  and  glory  is  given.  For  from  Chrift 
alone,  and  his  meritorious  righteoufnefs  flows  the  free  offer 
of  pardon  and  peace  and  the  means  of  everlafting  glory  \ 
For  by  grace  are  we  faved,  through  faith :  and  that  not  of 
curfhes,  or  by  any  merit  or  means  of  our  own  :  It  is 
the  gift,  the  free  unmerited  gift  of  God :  not  of  works, 
left  any  man  Jhould  l/:aft.  No  works  of  curs  could  procure, 
no  works  of  ours  rejled  in  as  meritorious,  no  righteoufnefs 
of  our  own  can  procure  falvation  for  us.  It  is  wholly  of 
grace.  But  this  by  no  means  excludes  our  performance  of 
the  evangelical  conditions — We  muft  repent,  convert,  be- 
licve,  be  baptifed,  and  obey,  Sic.  we  mult  perform,  accord- 
ing to  our  church,  the  three  things  promifed  by  our  jure- 
ties  for  us,  renow.ee  the  devil,  CifV. — See  the  catechifm;  or 
we  have  no  right  to  expect,  that  God  will  perform  his 
part  of  that  covenant  which  is  made  in  Qbrifi  Jefus,  and 
the  making  of  which  with  man,  when  a  condemned  re- 
bel, yea  and  alfo  enabling  him  by  the  Spirit  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  it,  isfuch  an  ait  of  mercy,  ot  jree  grace  and 
unfpeakable  love,  as  can  never  be  fuffi.ienily  aomirec,  and 
for  which  eternity  will   fcarce  fuifice   to  pay  cveilaihng 

and 
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merit  of  it,  which  belongs  wholly  to  ChriJI, 
who  is  exceeding  jealous  of  his  honour,  and 
will  give  no  part  of  it  to  another  ;  he  trode  the 
wine-prefs  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was 
none  with  him  *. —  And  vain  are  all  our  pre- 
tentions to  merit:  for  we  can  merit  nothing 
—  poor  unprofitable  fervants  at  the  beft  —  in 
the  fight  of  a  juft  and  holy  Creator,  Redeemer 
and  Sanclifier;  but,  as  this  blind  man  hath 
fet  us  the  example,  muft  plead  and  apply  to 
his  mercy,  if  we  defire  his  favour. 

The  faith,  whereby  we  are  ju/iified,  is  a 
living  principle,  always  accompanied  with  fin- 
cere  repentance  on  one  hand,  and  univerfal 
obedience  on  the  other  ;  a  faith,  founded  on 
the  truth  of  the  promifes  of  God  in  Chri/f, 
applying  thofe  promifes  to  ourfelves;  and,  as 
being  fully  perfuaded  that  what  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  he  is  alfo  able  to  perform,  acling  in  as 
immediate  conformity  to  all  thofe  promifes,  as 
if  they  had  the  mod  clear  fub/lance  and  real 
exi/lence,  as  if  we  had  the  mod  fcnjible  evidence 
of  them  poffible  -f\— And  this  was  exactly 
the  faith,  which  our  Saviour  declares,  favcd 

arid  unceaf.ng  praife  to  the  blefled  Trinity,  the  three  divine 
Perfons,  Father,  Son,  and  holy  Ghoft,  who  have  won- 
derfully joined  to  teftify  their  love  to  fallen  unworthy 
man ;  for  which  all  love,  all  glory,  all  honour  be  unto  this 
cable  Trinity  in  Unity  now  and  for  ever.  Amen, 
'    Ifa\  lxii.  3.  t  Heb.  xi.  i. 

(from 
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(from  his  blind  and  finful  ftate)  this  blind 
man.  For  it  was  firft  in  the  heart  z  firm  and 
Full  perfuafion  of  his  power  and  mercy,  and 
foa  confidence  in  Jejiis  of  Nazareth  as  the  Son 
of  David,  the  God- man,  the  expectation  of 
Ifrael,  both  able  and  willing  to  fave  :  and, 
fecondly,  It  was  alfo  in  the  mouth  a  good  and 
true  confejjion.  For  jaith  in  the  heart  muft 
found  forth  from  the  mouth  -,  and  therefore 
St.  Paul  thus  defcribes  it,  If  thou  fialt  confefs 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  fo  alt  believe 
in  thine  heart,  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from 
the  dead,  thou  Jhall  be  faved  *.  For,  &c.  That 
faith  is  not  true  or  availing  with  God,  which 
founds  only  from  the  mouth  and  has  no  root 
in  the  heart,  and  that  is  but  a  dead  cowardly 
faith,  which  lies  in  the  heart,  and  dares  not 
confefs  Jefus  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 
This  blind  man's  faith  was  both  in  heart  and 
mouthjand  it  was  an  obedient  faith,  for  when 
Chrijl  called,  fee  how  readily  he  obeyed  his  word, 
yea  with  what  eagernefs  he  haftened  towards 
him  -,  and  it  was  per  fevering  and  conjlant  •  for 
though  the  people  rebuked  him,  he  yet 
ceafed  not,  but  cried  fo  much  the  more,  Jefus 
thou,  &c  And  when  Chrijl  had  opened  his 
eyes  and  performed  his  defire,  he  did  not  then, 
like  the  nine  thanklefs  Lepers,  depart  with- 
*  Rom.  x.  9. 

out 
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out  glorifying  God :  but  he  followed  jfefus  in 
the  way  and  that  with  the  beft  intent,  to  give 
glory  to  the  God  of  heaven,  who  had  done  fo 
great  things  for  him;  nay,  and  even  all  the 
people,  we  find,  were  fo  (truck  with  this 
furprifing  miracle,  that  they  too,  hard  of 
heart  as  they  were,  when  they  faw  it,  gave 
praifc  unto  God, 

Such  is  true  juftifying  faith:  and  be  well 
affured,  that  a  faith  which  is  not  attended 
with  thefe  fruits,  (how  nice  and  fubtle  defini- 
tions foever  men  may  draw  out;  is  not  the  true 
juftifying  faith,  whereby  alone  you  can  be 
faved,  pardoned  and  efteemed  as  righteous  in 
the  fight  of  God.  If  you  have  the  true  faith  in 
Chriji  and  his  gofpel,  that  faith  is  founded 
upon  repentance,  fincere  forrow  for  and  utter 
fonaking  of  fin,  and  is  attended  with  hu- 
mility, ardent  prayer,  and  uniform  obedience, 
a  following  of  Jefus  in  the  way,  and  living  to 
the  glory  of  God.  And  thefe  are  the  in- 
fallible tefts  of  Faith,  thefe  are  the  necelTary 
conditions  of  j  ratification ;  if  you  build  upon 
any  thing  befidc,  you  greatly  delude  your 
own  fouls,  have  no  authority  from  fcripture, 
and  are  in  danger  of  eternal  judgment.  For 
nothing  but  true  humility,  an  utter  reje&ion 
of  all  felf-merit  and  righteoufnefs,  a  fervent 
application  to  Je/us  Chriji,  a  laying  afide  all 

fin, 
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fin,  and  a  living  in  exact  obedience  to  all  his 
holy  laws,  keeping  a  confcicnce  void  of  offence 
towards  God  and  towards  man  *,  can  in  this 
world  bring  you  comfort  and  in  the  world  to 
come  joy   everlafting. 

And  this  is  the  immediate  doctrine  of  our 
own  church,  (however  that  doctrine  may  be 
wrefted  and  perverted  by  fome)  who  in  her 
eleventh  article  of  juftification  afferts,  'That  we 
are  accounted  righteous  kef  ore  God  ONLT for 
the  MERIT  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrifi,  BT  faith,  and  not  FOR  our  own  works 
or  defervings :  where  you  fee  jaith  is  imme- 
diately oppofed  to  works  of  merit  or  dfervings, 
all  of  which  are,  very  fcripturally,  exclud- 
ed from  any  part  in  our  ]  unification:  as 
indeed  they  muft  be,  even  according  to  right 
reafon  itfelf  -y  for  how  can  creatures,  finful  im- 
perfect creatures,  merit  at  the  hand  of  their 
creator,  —  for  what  have  we  that  we  did  not 
receive^  f — The  homily  on  juftification  fully 
expreffes,  what  I  have  been  attempting  to 
eftablifh;  tc  In  our  juftification  is  not  only 
God's  mercy  and  grace,  but  alfo  his  juftice, 
which  the  Apoftle  calls  the  juftice  of  God, 
and  it  confifteth  in  paying  our  ranfom,  and 
fulfilling  of  the  law  5  and  fo  the  grace  of  God 

*  A£s  xxiv.  16.  t  1  Cor.  iv.  7. 

doth 
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doth  not  ihut  out  the  juftice  of  God,  in  our 
juftification  -,  but  only  fhutteth  cut  the  juftice 
(or  righteoufneis)  of  man,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
juftice  of  our  works,  as  to  be  merits  of  deferv- 
ing  our  juftification.  And  therefore  St.  Paul 
declareth  nothing  upon  the  behalf  of  man 
concerning  his  juftification,  but  only  a  trite 
and  lively  faith,  which  neverthelefs  is  the  gift 
of  God,  and  not  man's  only  work  without 
God.  And  yet  that  faith  (note)  doth  not 
Jhut  out  repentance,  hope,  love,  dread,  and 
the  fear  of  God  to  be  joined  with  faith  in 
every  man  that  is  jujlified,  but  it  fhutteth  them 
o u t  fr o m  t h e  office  of  'ju/ii/ying . ' '  And  again— 
<c  Neverthelefs  this  fentence  that  we  be  jufti- 
fed  by  faith  only — is  not  fo  meant,  that  the 
faid  justifying  faith  is  ALONE  in  man,  with- 
out true  repentance,  hope,  charity,  dread  and 
the  fear  of  God,  at  any  time  or  fafon,  &c. 
But  this  faying  is  fpoken  to  take  away  clearly 
all  merit  of  our  works,  as  being  unable  to  de- 
ferve  juftification  at  God's  hand-  Chrijl  him- 
fclf  only  being  the  caufe  meritorious  there- 
of. *."  I 

*  Every  attentive  reader  of  the  Homilies  will  obferve 
number lefs  paflages  to  tbe  fame  purpofe  —  particularly  in 
the  firlr  book;  all  of  which  abundantly  prove,  that  the 
great  point  our  reformers  were  endeavouring  to  eftablifn, 
was  the  juftification  of  finners  by  the  alone  merits  of 
fkfm  Chrifl — to  the  excluiion   of  all   works  of  merit  or 

defervir.g, 
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I  have  been  the  more  explicit  upon  this 
fubjedt,  becaufe  it  is  of  great  confequence, 
that  our  apprehenfions  be  right  in  this  refpedt, 
and  becaufe  we  have  in  this  blind  man,  whofe 
faith  our  Lord  exprefly  declares,  faved  him, 
a  full  manifeftation  of  the  nature  of  juflifying 
faith ;  which  caufeth  us  to  difclaim  all  merit 
and  deferving,  and  to  come  to  Chrift  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  foul,  with  a  Jefus,  thou  Son  of 
David,  have  mercy  on  me  !  which  raifeth  in 
us  a  loathing,  abhorrence,  and  cafting  away 

of 

deferving,  but  not  to  the  exclufion  of  good  works,  as  ne- 
ceflary    conditions  of  that    jufrification.     Bifhop    Bull,  in 
his   incomparable   Harmon'ia,  &c.  hath  fully  and  indifpu- 
tably  fettled  this   point,  and  I  heartily  wifh  fome  ftudent 
in  divinity,  who  has  leifure  and  abilities,  would  tranflate  that 
excellent  work  from  its  original  Lathi,  by  which  he  would 
be  doing  real    fervice   to   the  caufe  of  Chrift-,    however 
for  thofe  who    are    not    able  to  read    it    in  the   original, 
there  is  a  very  brief  account  of  it  in  the  pious   and  judi- 
cious  Mr.  Nelfon\  life  of  the  bifhop,  p.  89,  &c.  which  may 
be  of   fervice.     But    as    this   authority  may  not    prevail 
with  fome,  Iwill  beg  leave  to  recpmmend  Richard  Baxter's 
rfphorifms  on  justification,  to   which,  I  doubt  not,  many 
will   pay  regard  ;  and   if  after  all   they  mould  be  inclined 
ftill  to  doubt,  or  if  more   efpecially  any  fmcere  Chriftians 
fhould  find  reafon  to  differ  in   opinion  with   me   on  this 
much-controverted,  though    I  think  very  clear,    point,  I 
am  open    to   conviclion  upon    reafonable    evidence,    and 
though  I  will  never  difpute  with  any  man,  yet  will  1  rea- 
dily give  every  man's  opinion  a  ferious  examination.     Ri- 
chard Baxter  in  his  39th  proportion  obferves,  *'  that  faith  is 
the  fmmary  condition  of  the  gofpel,  as  love  is  the  fulfilling  of 
No.  9.  D  d  thi 
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of  all  fin,  and  maketh  us  obedient  to  CbriJFs 
word,  following  him  in  the  way,  and  glorifying 
God. 

Some  from  this  hiftory  have  formed  the  fol- 
lowing allegory. — This  blind  man  may  repre- 
sent all  the  human  race  blind  thro'  ignorance 
of  the  truth,  a  beggar  through  the  want  of 
all  virtues.  It  formerly  fat  by  the  way-fide, 
begging  from  the  philofophers  and  teachers 
of  this  world,  the  alms  of  faving  dodlrine, 
but  flill  continued  blind  and  a  beggar.     Chrift 

the  law.  And,  41ft,  From  what  hath  been  faid,  it  appear* 
cth  in  what  fenfe  faith  only  juflifieth,  and  in  what  fenfe 
works  ju/lify ;  namely,  ift,  Faith  only  juflifieth,  as  it  inv 
plieth  all  other  parts  of  the  condition  of  the  new  covenant, 
idly,  Faith  only  juftifieth,  as  the  great  mafter  duty  of  the 
gofpel,  to  which  ail  the  reft  are  reducible.  3-ly,  Faith 
only,  doth  not  juftify  in  oppofition  to  the  works  of  the 
gofpel  ;  but  thofe  works  do  always  juftify  as  the  fecondary 
remote  parts  of  the  condition  of  the  covenant."  I  know, 
fays  he,  "  that  this  is  the  doclrine,  which  will  have  the 
loudeft  outcries  raifed  againft  it,  and  will  make  fome  cry  out 
berefy..  popery ,  focinianifm  f  and  what  not  ?  For  my  own 
part  the  fearcher  of  hearts  knoweth,  that  not  Angularity,  af- 
fectation of  novelty,  nor  any-good  will  to  popery,  pro- 
voketh  me  to  entertain  it;  but  that  I  have  earneftly  fought 
the  Lord's  direction  upon  my  knees,  before  I  durft  ad- 
venture on  it  ;  and  that  I  refilled  the  light  of  this  conclu- 
fion  as  long  as  I  was  able;  but  a  man  cannot  force  his 
own  understanding,  if  the  evidence  of  truth  force  it  not, 
though  he  may  force  his  pen  or  tongue  to  filence  or  dnTem- 
bling." — See  alfo  propofition  44,  where  he  (hews  that  this 
doclrine  is  no  whit  derogatory  to  Cbrijl  and  his  righteouf- 
nela. 

there*- 
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therefore  faffing  *  through  the  way  of  this 
world,  that  is  taking  upon  him  the  defeats 
and  infirmities  of  human  nature,  arofe  a  new 
light  to  the  race  of  men,  and  reftored  fight  to 
them  by  the  word  of  the  gofpel,  from  which 
we  conceive  firm  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  an 
ardent  invocation  of  his  name.  For  altho* 
they,  who  went  before,  fuch  as  were  the 
fynagogue  of  the  Jews  and  the  fed:  of  the 
Pbarifees,    may    rebuke    and    charge    us    to 

hold    our    peace yet,  let   us   not  fuffer 

ourfelves  to  be  moved  from  our  conceived 
confidence  in  Chrift -,  fo  mall  we  follow  him 
rejoicing  from  the  earthly  and  changeable 
Jericho  even  to  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  the 
city  which  hath  foundations  j  there  fhall  we 
be  illuminated  with  the  fplendor  of  the  Lamb 
and  there  glorified  with  the  glory  of  God 
for  ever. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  this  miracle 
and  mould  now  according  to  the  order  pro- 
pofed,  2dly,  confider  the  cafe  of  the  jpiritual- 
ly  blind,  and   give   you  fome  evident   marks 

*  See  St.  Jerom  on  the  place;  Jefus pajfes  in  this  life 
for  the  fake  of  finners,  becaule  they  themfelves  pafs  away, 
and  mud  therefore  make  ufe  of  time  while  they  have  it. 
—  The  opportunities  of  falvation  are  continually  paffwg 
away  ;  it  is  the  greateft  folly  imaginable  to  let  them  flip 
by  our  delays ;  and  we  are  far  from  doing  it,  when  tbe 
cure  of  our  bodies  is  the  thing  in  queftion.  Q^ 

D  d  2  and 
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and  tokens,  whereby  you   may  know  whe- 
ther  your    eyes    have    been    opened    by   the 
power  of  Cbfijt,   and  your  apprehenfions  of 
fpiritual  things  illuminated,  by  his  light  film- 
ing upon  your  former  darknefs :  whether  you 
may  fafely  fay,  without  deluding  your  own 
fouls,  that  whereas  y  4  were  fo  me  times  darknefs \ 
now  arc  ye  light  in  the  Lord,  and  that  ye  walk 
as  children  of  the   light  *;    but   the  time    at 
prefent  prevents :    however  each    one  of  us, 
from  what  hath  gone  before,  may  have  fome 
undeniable  evidences  of  the  ftate  of  his   foul. 
If  a  concern  for  its  welfare  hath  never  entered 
our  thoughts,  if  we  have  never  felt  the  mifery 
nor  deplored  the  guilt  of  fin;  if  We  have  never 
feen  our  own  unworthinefs,  nor  in  deep  humi- 
lity applied  to  the  root  and  offspring  of  David, 
Jefus  the  anointed  Saviour  of  our  fouls,  with 
that  fervent  prayer,  "Jefus  thou  Son  of  David,  have 
mercy  on  ??te:  if  we  have  not  arifen  from  our  fiate 
of-  fin  at  his  call,  put  off  the  old  man  with  his 
deeds,  and   had    our   eyes    opened   to  divine 
and  fpiritual  objects ;  if  we  have  not  follow- 
ed   Jefus   in   the  way,   obferving  his  bleffed 
precepts    and    conforming    ourfelves    to    his 
meek  and   lowly    example;  if   we  have  not 
made  God's   glory    the  end    of   our    a&ions 
and   the    fubjecl:  of  our  praife ;  then  as  fure 
as  God  is  truth,  fo  fure  may  we  be  that  we 

*  Ephef.  v.  8. 
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are  yet  in  darknefs,  and  a  ftate  of  condem- 
nation -,  a  ftate  horrible  indeed,  and  from 
which  unlefs  we  be  delivered,  to  end  only 
in  the  darknefs  of  a  worfe,  a  darknefs  with- 
out  one    gleam  of    light,    where    we    muft 

dwell    through   miferable  eternity !  Oh 

that  thefe    terrors    of  the    Lord  would   per- 
fuade  men  —  or  rather,  that  the  unfpeakable 
love  of  Jcfus  would   incline   all   your  hearts 
to    leek   and  fue    to  him,    for    grace    and 
deliverance,    with    whom    there    is     mercy 
and    plenteous   redemption!  you    cannot  but 
know,    whether    thefe    marks   are    found    in 
your  fouls  or  not  ;  if  they  be  wanting,  as  the 
word    of    God    is    true,    fo   are    ye    without 
his  covenant  in  Chrift,  as  yet  excluded  from 
it  —  follow   therefore    the  example    of  this 
blind    man,  acknowledge    and  deplore  your 
mifery  and  darknefs    before  this  all-fufficient 
Saviour ;    cry   to    him  with   fervent   impor- 
tunity, Jefus,    Mafter,   have    mercy  on   me, — 
have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  thou  Son  of  David 
—  implore  him  to   anoint  your  eyes   with  his 
eye-falve,   that  you  may  fee  *.     Fly  to  and  lay 
ftrong  hold  of  his  facred  promifes,  and  plead 
with  him  for  his  death  and  fufrerings  fake 
to  reftore  and   fave  that  poor  foul  of  yours, 
for  which  he  was  contented    to  be  betrayed 
into   the    hands   of  cruel  enemies !    be   not 

*  Rev.  iii.  18. 

Dd  3  back. 
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backward  at  his  call;  form  not  half-re- 
folutions  of  repentance,  but  as  you  come  to 
his  church,  nay  and  bear  his  name  and 
fo  muft  hear  of  him,  determine  to  arife 
at  his  call,  to  caft  away  your  cloke,  to 
abandon  all  your  fins,  to  put  off  the  old  man 
'with  his  deeds,  and  to  put  on  the  new  ?nan,  which 
after  God  is  renewed  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
holineJL  Be  fully  perfuaded,  that  whofoever 
fo  humbleth  himfelf  before  him,  whoever 
fo  crieth  to  him  in  fincere  faith,  whoever 
fo  ftriveth  to  follow  him  and  obey  his  pre- 
cepts, mail  never  pray  nor  ftrive  in  vain  $  the 
grace  of  God  mall  be  plentifully  given  to 
affift ;  only  perfevere,  wait  God's  good  plea- 
fure,  be  diligent  to  obey  all  his  commands, 
and  reft  confident,  that  what  he  hath  pro- 
mifed,  he  is  not  only  able  but  willing  to 
perform  —  for  who  ever  trufled  in  the  Lord 
and  was  confounded  *  9 

Thus  feeking  you  will  find  5  for  thofe 
who  are  already  fo  bleft,  if  you  can  perceive 
thefe   marks  of  grace  in   your  fouls,  if  you 

*  Ecclus.  ii.  jo.  Look  at  the  generations  of  old,  and 
fee:  did  ever  any  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  was  confounded? 
or  did  any  abide  in  his  fear,  and  was  forfaken  ?  or  whom 
did  he  ever  defpife,  that  called  upon  him?  for  the  Lord 
is  full  of  companion  and  mercy,  long-fuffering  and  very 
pitiful,  and  forgiveth  fins,  and  favcth  in  time  of  affliction, 

can 
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can  caft  away  gladly  all  felf-merit,  and  felf- 
righteoufnefs,  and  delight  to  truft  for  falvation 
in  the  all  fufficient  merits  of  Jefus  Chrtjl^ 
if  in  deep  humility  you  can  and  do  lay  your 
hand  on  your  hearts  and  fay,  J  ejus,  thou 
Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  mi  —  if  you 
have  forfaken  your  dead  and  filthy  ftate  of 
fin,  and  have  arifen  at  the  call  of  jefus,  thro* 
his  grace,  and  are  driving  to  obey  him  in  all 
things :  if  you  are  labouring  to  learn  of  him, 
who  is  meek  and  lowly  of  heart :  if  his  tefti- 
monies  are  dear,  yea  fweet  and  pleafant  to  your 
fouls,  more  to  be  defired  than  gold,  yea  than 
much  fine  gold  :  if  God's  glory  be  the  fingle 
eye  of  your  foul :  if  you  are  warring  with  all 
your  might  againft  your  inbred  paflions  and 
corrupt  affeclions,  and  are  daily  and  earneftly 
longing  to  proceed  in  all  virtue  and  godlinefs 

of  living, then  to  thofe  who  can  thus  fay, 

and  who  thus  do,  fafely  may  we  pronounce 
in  the  words,  and  by  the  authority  of  our 
mafter,  Thy  faith  hath  faved  thee  :  go  in  peace. 
Return  thanks  and  glory  to  God,  who  hath 
thus  given  thee  the  victory  through  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  him  be  Jieadfaft, 
immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forafmuch  as  ye  know,  that  your  labour  is 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord !  * 

*    1  Cor.  xv.  58, 

D  d  4  And 
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And  may  God,  of  the  riches  of  his  grace 
encreafe  the  number  of  fuch;  and  grant 
that  all  of  you  may  be  found  in  that  num- 
ber j  may  he  caufe  you  to  rejoice  in  the 
prize  of  your  high  calling  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  to  ufe  your  utmoft  diligence  and  ex- 
acteft  care  to  make  that  calling  and  elec- 
tion Jure.     Amen. 


On 
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PART    II. 

r     '  •     ■  '  '  ■  1  ...        1   ,  1  ,.   ^ 

Luke  xviii.  42,  43, 

K)K)K))C*J5  O  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind  and 
Q  T  ^  to  bring  from  darknefs  to  light, 
y&  y&  was  always   acknowledged  one   of 

kJOOJG^  the  divine  offices  of  the  Mefliah: 
David  faid  of  him,  many  years  before  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  flefh,  The  Lord  openeth  the  eyes 
of  the  blind  *  :  and  the  prophet  Ifaiab  foretold 
in  that  fcripture  which  Chrijl,  declared  in  the 
fynagogue  of  Nazareth  to  be  fulfilled  in  him, 
That  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  him  to 
preach  deliverance  to  the  captive 's,  and  recovering 

Pfalm  cxlvi.  8. 
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tfjight  to  the  blind  *. — Had  this  been  con- 
fined to  corporeal  fight,  the  benefit  of  it  as 
to  mankind  in  general,  would  have  been  but 
fmall :  feeing  it  was  but  a  few,  whom  he  thus 
reftored  to  fight,  and  that  in  one  particular 
part  of  the  world  and  for  a  fhort  feafon 
only.  But  his  blefiings  and  benefits  were 
more  diffufe  and  general  :  his  light  univerfal, 
as  that  of  the  fun.  and  offered  to  illumine 
every  man  (as  every  man  is  born  in  darknefs) 
who  cometh  into  the  world  J.  To  confirm  our 
faith,  to  evidence  his  divine  power  and  mif- 
fion,  he  gave  many  fenfible  proofs,  many 
pledges  and  earnefts,  if  I  may  fo  call  them, 
by  opening  the  eyes  of  the  naturally  blind; 
that  he  was  the  God,  ||  able  to  open  the  eyes 
clofed  in  fpiritual  darknefs,  which  feeing, 
could  not  perceive,  which  dwelt  in  thick  night 
and  in  the  valley  of  the  Jl:adow  of  death. 

Amongft  the  reft,  the  fon  of  Timeus  by 
true  faith,  put  forth  in  fervent  importunate 
-prayer,  was  faved  from  his  natural  blindnefs, 
and  had  at  once  the  eyes  of  his  body  and  of 
his  foul  opened  to  a  true  fight  and  fenfe  of 
himfelf,  and  of  that  great  reftorer,  whom  he 
followed  in  the  way  glorifying  God.     And  ma- 

*  Ifaiah  Ixi.  comp.  Luke  iv.  16. 

+  John  i.  q. 

H  See  Gen.  xxi.  19.    2  Kings  vi.   17. 

ny 
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ny  years  after,  by  the  fame  divine  power  of 
the  fame  divine   healer,    St.   Paul  declares, 
that  the  Ephefians,  to  whom  he  wrote,  were 
reftoredfromfpiritual  darknefsand  blindnefs  to 
light  in  the  Lord :  ye  were  fometimes  darknefs,  but 
now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord:  that  their    eyes, 
before  clofed  in  thick  night,  had  been  opened 
through  the  tender  mercy  of  God,  whereby  the 
day  fpring  from  on  high  had  vifited  them ',  to  give 
light  to  them  that  fat  in  darknefs  and  in  thejha- 
dow  of  death,  to  guide  their  feet  in  the  way  of 
peace  \  who  were  before  dead  in    trefpajfes  and 
fins,  and  who  walked  according  to  the  courfe  of 
this    world,   being   by    nature   the   children   of 
wrath.  * 

And  as  all  men,  no  lefs  than  this  Barti- 
meas  and  thefe  Ephefians,  are  by  nature  in 
this  flate  of  darknefs  and  blindnefs,  the  eye 
of  their  foul  having  been  put  out,  the  lamp 
of  God's  fpiritual  light  having  been  extin- 
guifhed  by  the  fall,  except  they  are  reflored 
and  have  this  blindnefs  removed  by  him,  who 
lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  worlds 
and  who  is  the  light  of  the  world ; — they  muft 
perifh  in  thick  darknefs  for  ever,  for  ever  re- 
main in  this  difmal  valley,  this  fearful  foadcw 
of  Death.  Wherefore  he  faith.  Awake  thou  that 

*  Ephefians  v.  8.  Lukei.  78,  79.  Ephefians  ii.  2. 

fleepeff 
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Jleepejl  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  fiall 
give  thee  light  *.     They  who    hear  this  call, 
and,  in  obedience  to  it,  arife,  and  leave  their 
fins,  as  Bartimens  threw  afide  his  cloke,  and 
arofe  at   the  call  of  Jefus,  they,  who  come 
to  him  in  full  dependence  upon  his  power  and 
mercy,  mall  experience  the  truth  of  his   pro- 
mife  ;  he,  as  he  hath  faid,  will  give  them  light, 
will  fully  and  clearly  manifeft  himfelf  and  all 
things  neceflary  to   falvation   to  their  fouls. — 
When    Bartimeus   was     bleft    with    his    de- 
fire,  and  had    received   his    fight,    he    could 
have  no  doubt  of  the  blefling,  he  could  have 
no  doubt  of  his  reftoration  to  fight:  and  in 
like  fort,  the  man  fpiritually  blind,   when  his 
eyes  are  opened  by  the  divine  light,  has  to- 
kens and  proofs  as  evident:  he  can  tell  with 
equal  clearnefs  and  certainty,  that  whereas  he 
was  darknefsy  now  is  he  light  in  the  Lord,  that 
whereas  he  was  bind,  now  he  fees :  he  can  know 
as  convincingly,  for  he  cannot  be  ignorant  that 
he  no  longer    walketh  in  darknefs,  but    as   a 
child   of  the  light,   having  ceafed  from    the 
works  of  fin,  and  doing  all  the  works  of  God : 
for  hereby,  fays  St.  John,  do  we  know  that  we 
know  him,  if  we  walk  in  the  lights  as  he  is  in 

*  Ephefians  v.  4. 

the 
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the  tight,  if  we  keep  his  commandments :  for  he 
that  faith,  he  abide th  in  Chrifr.  ought  himfelf  alfb 
fo  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked  *. 

To  make  this  matter  as  evident  as  poffible 
we  will  confider  and  compare  the  cafe  of  the 
naturally  and  fpiritually  blind;  fee  to  what 
different  views  and  objects  each  of  their  eyes 
are  opened :  and  how  different  as  their  fight, 
fo  their  walking  is  alfo:  whence  we  fhall  have 
fome  marks  whereby  to  try  and  examine  our- 
felves,  whether  we  are  children  of  darknefs, 
or  of  light  -whether  we  can  fafely  fay  to 
the  comfort  of  our  fouls,  that  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  hath  vifited  us,  to  give  light  to 
us  that  fat  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  fhadow  of 
death,  to  guide  our  feet  in  the  way  of  peace. 

I  ft,  then  I  will  fpeak  briefly  of  the  cafe 
of  Bartimeusy  or  the  man  naturally  blind,  and, 

Ildly,  Refer  and  apply  to  the  cafe  of  the 
man  fpiritually  blind. 

Though  the  fun  fhone  with  its  ufual  bright- 
nefs,  and  the  heavens  were  adorned  with 
their  accuftomed  azure,  yet  their  beauties  and 
luftre  were  utterly  unknown  to  b\indBartimeus9 
clouds  and  ever-during  darknefs  furround- 
ing  his  fightlefs  eye-balls:  and  an   univerfal 

*   1   John  ii.  6.  &c. 
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blank  preferring  itfelf  inftead  of  the  fair  book 
of  nature,  and  the  chearful  face  of  man.  Nay 
even  the  image  and  form  of  that  blefTed  Jefus 
whofe  aid  he  fo  fervently  invoked,  was  en- 
tirely unknown  to  him,  nor  was  he  a  lefs 
ftranger  even  to  his  own  form  and  features : 
.he  had  never  beheld  *,  and  fo  could  have  no 
idea  of  his  own  natural  face,  or  of  the  vifage 
of  man,  the  human  face  divine^  over    which 

*  It  hath  been  fuppofed  by  fome,  that  Bartimens  had  not 
been  blind  from  his  birth,  but  loft  his  fight  by  accident  af- 
terwards :  however  as  this  is  only  fuppofition,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  fuppofe  the  contrary,  and  be  the  cafe  as  it  will 
with  regard  to  Bartimeus,  I  fpeak  of  him  here  in  the  gene- 
ral only  as  a  blind  man,  a  man  blind  from  his  birth.  lean- 
not  help  introducing  here  Milton's  moft  pathetic  defcription 
of  his  own  blindnefs.  Farad,  loft.  B.  3.  v.  40. 

Thus  with  the  year 
Seafons  return,  but  not  to  me  returns 
Day,  or  the  fweet  approach  of  ev'n  or  morn, 
Or  fight  of  vernal  bloom,  orfummer's  rofe 
Or  flocks  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine: 
But  cloud  inftead,  and  ever  during  dark 
Surrounds  me,  from  the  chearfu!  ways  of  men 
Cut  off,  and  for  the  book  of  knowledge  fair 
Prefented  with  an  univerfal  blank 
Of  nature's  works,  to  me  expung'd  and  rais'd, 
And  wifdom  atone  entrance  quite  fhut  out! 
So  much  the  rather  thou,  celeftial  light, 
Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  thro'  all  her  powers 
Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mift  from  thence 
Purge  and  difFufe,  that  I  may  fee  and  tell 
Of  things  invifibie  to  mortal  fight. 

See  too  his  Sam/on  Agoniftes  at  the  beginning. 

the 
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the  deity  has  fpread  a  ray,  though  now  dim, 
of  his  own  glory.     And  as  thus  cut  off  from 
the  fight  and  knowledge  of  the  magnificence 
of  the  heavens,    the    brightnefs  of  the   fun, 
the  beauties  of  nature,  the  face  of  Jefus,  of 
man,  of  himfelf, — fo  too  was  he  equally  ig- 
norant of  the   way,  wherein  he   fhould    go : 
unable  to  guide  and   direct  himfelf,  yea  and 
in  danger  of  ftumbling  againft  any  obftacle, 
or   falling  into    any    pit,    which    mould     lie 
before  him  :   unable  to  fee  the  end  and  place 
whereto  he    would    reach,  and  to  fteer   his 
courfe  rightly  to  his  own  home  and  defired 
habitation. — How  difmal  aftate  was  this,  how 
horrible  a  condition  is  fuch  biindnefs,  a  living 
death  y  yea   how   much  more  dreadful    is   it 
than  thought  can  fancy  or  pen  defcribe!  how 
exceeding  all  imagination   then  muft  the  blef- 
fing  have   been,  fince  pleafures   and  benefits 
always  rife  in  juft  proportions  to  torments  and 
evils — what  a  caufe  of  eternal  gratitude  was 
here,  when  by  the  divine  pov/er  of  Jefus,  a 
living  ray  was  poured  on  his   dead  and  dark 
eye-balls,  opened  now  to  a  view  of  heaven,  of 
Jefus,  of  himfelf,  of  his    way  and   his  own 
habitation  ? 

Exactly  fimilar  is  the  cafe,  Ildly,  with  the 
fpiritually  blind:  with   each  one  of  us  by  na- 
ture, wrho  have   eyes  and  fee  not  :  who  have 

Eli 
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no  eyes  to  fee  (though  we  do  indeed  behold 
the   heavens  and  the  fun)  the  great  inhabitant 
of  thofe  heavens,  and  him,  whom  thofe  hea- 
vens declare  to  us,  the  Lord  our  God  *,  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs,   the    King   of  glcry :    To 
onrfelves  alfo  we  are  no  lefs   Grangers,  igno- 
rant of  and  blind  to  the  true  condition  of  the 
foul,  to  our  fallen  and  condemned  eftate  :  and 
as  thus  ignorant  of  God  and  of  ourfelves,  fo 
are  we  no  lefs  blind  to  the   way  wherein  we 
mould  go,  to  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  God 
and  to  man  -,  and   to  the    eternal  home,    the 
fure  habitation  of  life  or  death,  towards  which 
we  are  continually  travelling  from   the  mo- 
ment of  our  birth  to  the  day   of  our   death : 
the  miferies  or  joys  of  which  we  have  neither 
ayes  to  fee  nor  perceive. — But  foon  as  by  the 
almighty  power  of  God  through  faith  in  Chrifl, 
our  eyes  are  opened,  new  views  break  in  upon 
our  fouls   as  upon  the   eyes    of  the  naturally 
blind,  and  we  have  then  a  new  fight,  or  new 
apprehettfions    of    God,    of  man,    or  ourjelves, 
of  our  duty,  and  our    eternal  home.     To  mew 
which  a  little  more  particularly,  let  us  con- 
fider  each  circumftance. 

ift.  The  man  whofe  eyes  are  opened,  hath 
new  views  of  God  ;   vews  very  different  from 

*  Se«  Pfalm  xix.  I.  comp.  Rum.   i.   19,  20. 
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thofe  which  he  had  before  ;  apprehenfions  of 
the  deity  very  much  changed  from  his  former 
ones  :  for  I  propofe  not  to  take  into  the  pre- 
fent  consideration,  fuch  as  have  gone  fo  great 
lengths,  as  to  fay  there  is  no  God  *  (becaufe  I 
believe  there  have  been  very  few,  if  any,  atbeijls> 
ftrictly  fpeaking,  at  all)  but  fuch  as  have  had 
fome  notions  or  ideas  of  God  before,  though 
very  falfe,  wrong  and  dangerous :  fuch  on- 
ly as  natural  religion  teaches,  or  perhaps 
a  perverfe  and  merely-rational  under ftandino- 
of  the  fcriptures.  The  .man  poffibly  believed 
before,  w'ith  the  devils,  that  there  was  one 
great,  good,  and  fupreme  Being,  fo  unbounded 
in  mercy,  as  to  have  no  degree  of  jufiice,  noab- 
horrence  for,  or  at  leaft  no  anger  at  foul,  filthy, 
and  rebellious  fin  ;  no  purity,  no  holineis, 
nothing  feparate  from  finners:  And  though 
he  might  have  allowed,  in  fpeculation  at  leaft, 

*  Pfalm  xiv.  I.  I  apprehend  the  expreilion  in  this  pfalm 
refers  principally  to  practical  atheifm — and  it  is  obfervable, 
that  the  fool  here  described,  only  fays  in  his  heart,  he  dare 
not  pronounce  it  with  his  ]ips — but  it  may  be  queftioned, 
whether  the  folly  of  this  perfon  doth  not  connTr  in  fome- 
thing  other  than  denying  the  being  of  a  God,  fince  the  ori- 
ginal word  for  God,  in  this  place  is  OrV/iS l&j&t****  which 
is  plural,  expreflive  of  the  Trinity,  and  i'o  pofiibly  this  fool 
might  be  like  thofe  who  now  deny  a  Trinity  in  Unity,  and 
of  confequence  the  whole  ceconomy  of  grace,  while  they  let 
up  one  fupreme  being  in  oppofition  to  the  Jehovah  Elohim- — 
the  Father,  Son  and  UolyGbqft,  three  Perfinsi  but  o$i  God 

N°.   10.  E  e  the 
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the  attributes  of  the  fupreme,  yet  was  he  ne- 
ver moved  by  his   goodnefs  to   be  grateful, 
by  his  patience  to  repent,  by  his  omniprefence 
to  fear  and  to  guard  againft,  and  by  his  omni- 
potence to  fly  from  fin;  and  as  to  his  notions 
of  a  Trinity    in  Unity,  of  the    Father,  Son 
and    Spirit,  three    equal    in  glory,    in  time, 
in  majefly    and    power,    he    either   is   confi- 
dent enough  to    declare  himfelf  no  Trinita- 
rian,   to    treat   with    contempt    the    eternal 
Sonfhip    of  Cbriji9   and  with  blafphemy  the 
grace  of  the  Spirit  as    down -right    madnefs 
and  enthufiafm  *  :  Or    he  hath   fuch  appre- 
henfions    of    redemption,  as    have    hardened 
him   in    guilt,  caufing  him   to  fuppofe,   that 
Cbri/l's  atonement  is  a  licence  for  fin,  feeing 
he   hath    paid  the    debt,  and    fully  fatisfied: 
or  fuch,  as  have   given  him  not   much  con- 
iideration    or    concern,  feeing  he  can   hear, 

*  I  have  chofen  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  words,  as  I  have 
beard  them  out  of  the  mouth  of  fome,  who  yet  have  been 
bnptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Ho'y  Ghoft  —  and  call  themfelves,  —  ftrange  to  think, 
and  hard  to  believe, —  call  themfelves  Ghrijlians,  though 
denying  the  divinity  of  Chrift^  and  the  neceflity  of  that 
unftion  which  teacheth  us  all  things  !  And  I  have  good  hope, 
that  if  thefe  meets  mould  fall  into  their  hands,  they  may 
fee,  as  in  a  glafs,  their  great  impiety  and  folly,  and  come, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  unto  a  better  mind,  for  which,  unto 
thofethus  unhappily  blinded,  I  doubt  not  all  finccre  Chriftt- 
ans  will  conftantly  pray. 

read, 
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read,  and  talk  both  of  the  Saviour  and  the 
Spirit,  with  as  much  indifference,  as  if  the 
all-fufficient  merits  of  the  one  and  the 
fanc~tifying  grace  of  the  other  were  matters 
at  a  diflance,  and  things  of  very  little  mo- 
ment to  him.  But  in  truth  the  apprehenfions 
of  unregenerate  and  carnal  men,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Lord  God,  whether  they  be  pre- 
fer!: and  open  finners,  or  mere  pharifaical 
and  formal  profeffors,  are  Co  very  different, 
fo  unlike  each  other,  and  all  fo  far  from  the 
truth,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  lay  down  any 
certain  criterion  of  their  opinions:  however 
we  may  fay  without  difpute,  that  they  are 
all  void  of  humility^  of  love,  and  oi  fdj -appli- 
cation. And  in  reference  to  thefe  we  may 
clearly  fee,  how  the  apprehenfions  are  truly 
renewed,  when  the  Spirit  of  God  opens  the 
eyes. 

The  great  and  glorious  majefiy,  the 
fpotleis  purity,  the  exact  and  fin-avenging 
juffice  of  the  Almighty  King  of  heaven, 
ftrikes  the  awakened  foul  with  the  mod  aw- 
ful fenfe  of  that  divine  being,  and  with  the 
deepeft  acknowledgment  of  its  own  littlenefs 
and  impurity :  *  the  infinite  mercy,  the  un- 
bounded 


* 
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bounded  goodnefs,  the  long-fufFering  patience 
and  forbearance  of  this  beneficent  Father, 
melts  the  heart  into  the  moil:  fenfible  love 
and  gratitude,  while  the  particular  inftances 
of  his  parental  care  and  providence,  of  his 
ineftimable  bounties  conferred  upon  the  foul, 
caufes  it  to  apply  all  thefe  divine  attributes 
to  itfelf,  as  exerted  and  employ'd  for  its  fake; 
caufes  it  to  rejoice  in  this  heavenly  Father, 
in  which  new  relation  through  Cbrifl  it  now 
fees,  adores,  and  loves  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  with  humble  filial  confidence, 
and  admiring  joy  can  fay,  "  Whence,  O  my 
Lord,  whence,  O  my  Father  and  my  God, 
whence  all  this  love,  this  unfpeakable  love  to 

<c  That  the  foverei^n  or  fupreme  excellence  of  God  muft: 
be  adored  with  the  loweft  demiflion  of  mind,  or  the 
greateft  Jloop  the  foul  can  make.  We  find  by  experience, 
that  the  difpofition  of  the  eye,  that  fitteth  it  to  behold  the 
yifible  fun,  makes  a  man  blind,  when  he  looks  down  upon 
himfelf.  So  here  the  apprehenfion  of  the  tranfeendent 
excellency  of  God,  ten  thoufand  times  brighter  than  the 
fun,  if  truly  admitted  into  our  hearts,  muft  needs  darken 
all  over-weening  conceit  of  any  worthinefs  in  ourfelves. 
The  greater  we  would  apprehend  his  power,  the  more 
fenfible  we  muft  be  of  our  own  weaknefs  :  The  greater 
we  acknowledge  and  adore  his  goodnefs,  the  lefs  goodnefs 
muft  we  fee  in  ourfelves.  The  more  we  would  apprehend 
his  wifdom,  the  lefs  we  are  to  be  puffed  up,  with  our 
own  knowledge  j  as  in  a  pair  of  fcales,  the  higher  we 
would  raife  one  fcale,  the  lower  We  pull  down  the  other; 
fo  the  higher  we  raife  God  in  our  hearts,  the  lower  we 
muft  deprefs  ourfelves."     IVcrh,  p.  158. 

un- 
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unworthy  me  f    thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will 
praife  thee,  thou  artwy  God,  and  I  will  exalt 
thee."  The  knowledge  too  of  God's  all-feeing 
eye  fills  the  renewed  foul  with  awful  apprehen- 
fions  of  its  duty  ;  in  every  place  it  can  fay  with 
yacoby  How  dreadful  is  this  place?  furely  the  Lord 
is  here  *  /  And  under  the  conftant  influence 
hereof,  how  holily,   foberly,    and    unblamea- 
bly  doth  the  man  demean  himfelf,  how  care- 
ful  is  he  of  even  his  inmoft  thoughts,  how 
jealous  over   his  lips,   how  watchful  over  all 
his   actions.  —  But   above  all    the  fight   and 
fenfe  of  God's  redeeming  love  in  Cbrift,  the 
knowledge,  the  experimental  -f  knowledge, 
that  though  he  be  jujl^  yet  is  he  the  juftijier  of 
them  that  believe  in  yefus  %  \  — the  unbounded 

*  Gen.  xxviii.,17* 

\  I  call  it  an  experimental  knowledge,  with  blfnop 
Beveridge,  to  diftinguifh  it  (in  his  words)  from  thofe  ab- 
ffrufe  and  metaphyseal  fpeculations,  which  a  man  may 
have  concerning  God,  and  yet  not  be  an  holy  man  ;  and  by- 
it  I  mean  fuch  a  knowledge  of  God,  as  none  can  rightly 
apprehend,  but  they  that  have  it,  confirming  in  a  due  fenfe  of 
his  greatnefs,  goodnefs  and  glory,  upon  one's  own  hearty 
whereby  we  have  fuch  enlarged,  and,  as  I  may  fo  fay, 
fenfible  conceptions  of  him,  as  to  apprehend  him  infinitely 
great  and  good,  wife  and  powerful,  yea  fo  as  to  apprehend 
him  infinitely  beyond  our .  higheft  apprehenfions  of  him,  &L\ 
Sermons,  vol.  viii.  p.  15,0.  I  cannotbut  wifhthat  this  volume 
more  efpecially  of  the  bimop's  fermons  was  in  every  one's 
bands,,  as  it  muft  mend,  by  God's  grace,  every  heart  that 
reads  it. 

+  Rom.  \\i,  26. 
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love  of  Chrifi,  iii  taking  our  nature  upon  him, 
paying  our  debt,  and  purchafing  our  ranfomJ 
the  no  lefs  unbounded  love  of  the  ever 
blefled  Spirit  convincing,  comforting,  enlight- 
-  ;g  and  fancYifying  the  foul;  — This  amaz- 
ing and  unparalleled  love  of  the  three  di- 
vine perfons  in  the  God-head,  opened  upon 
the.  foul,  and  felt  in  the  heart,  above  all  dif- 
tingui flies  the  new  creature,  and  gives  him 
thofe  infallible  tokens  of  his  fonfhip  and 
adoption,  v  hich  the  finner  can  never  have, 
and  which  though  the  hypocrite  may  affume 
to  himfelf,  he  can  never  poffefs ;  iri  this  re- 
fpect  he  may  deceive  men,  but  he  can  neither 
deceive  God,  nor  his  own  confeience. 

And  when  the  eyes  of  the  natural  man 
are  thus  opened  to  a  new  and  right  fenfe  of 
GOD,  as  a  God  of  jujiice  and  love,  redeeming 
the  foul  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  fan&ify- 
ing  it  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit,  look- 
ing up  to  this  divine  God-head  with  deep 
humility,  fervent  love  and felf- application-,  Then 
doth  this  of  neceffity,  nay,  and  indeed  at  the 
fame  time  induce,  2dly,  a  new  fight  and 
fenfe  of  HIMSELF. 

He  now  fees  what  he  was  before  unwilling 
to  confefs,  that  his  nature  is  wholly  and  de- 
fperately  corrupt,  that  the  thoughts  and  ima- 
ginations of  his  heart  are  only  evil  continually; 
he  fees  what  enmity  and  hatred  againft  God's 

pure 
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pure  and  holy  law  hath  long  lodged  there  ; 
he  remembers  his  own  evil  ways  and  his  doings  > 
that  were  not  good  and  lothes  hi mf elf  in  his  own 
fight,  becaufe  of  his  iniquities  and  abomination^. 
And  though  in  reality,  he  is  no  worfe  than 
he  was  before,  when  vainly  ftanding  upon 
his  own  merits,  though  he  was  then  equally 
abominable  and  vile,  when  he  faw  it  not, 
and  fo  could  not  confefs  it:  Now  that  the  fun 
of  righteoufnefs  hath  opened  his  eyes,  and 
ihone  upon  his  heart,  thofe  pollutions  are 
feen,  which  he  could  not  difcern,  when  there 
was  no  dawning  of  light  in  him,  when  the 
day  of  grace  and  the  brightnefs  of  the  morn- 
ing-ftar  was  not  yet  arifen  upon  his  fouh 
Thus  in  a  dark  and  gloomy  den,  Vipers  and 
poifonous  animals  brood  fecure  and  undiscover- 
ed, till  the  light  is  pour'd  in  upon  them,  and 
all  the  foul  horror  of  the  place  manifested 
to  the  affrightened  eye -f\ — And  this  itrongly 
marks  the  difference  between  the  natural  and 
the  fpiritual  man  ;  the  natural  man  when 
advifed  of  his  impurity  and  total  uncleannefs, 
as  having  no  eyes  to  fee,  cries  out,  Am  I  a 
dog  to  do  this'?  %  So  far  from  acknowledging 
his  finful  vilenefs,  he  frauds  upon  his  own 
worth  and  defervings,  and  would  appear  out- 
wardly unto  men  as  free  from  pollutions,  And 

•  Ezek.  xxx. ru  13.     \  Ephef.  v.  Iji     %  2  Kings  viii.  13. 
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fo  the  formal  profeffor,  who,  though  he  may 
talk  of  original  fin  and  the  corruption  of 
human  nature,  though  he  may  deplore  the 
guilt  and  flain  of  fin,  and  very  pitifully  lament 
the  fad  miferies  of  the  fall, — is  yet  a  ftranger 
to  the  corruption  of  his  own  heart;  while 
proud  of  his  own  formal  righteoufnefs,  and 
feeking  to  ejlabliJJ:  that,  he  fecretly  indulges 
in  iniquity,  and  is  religious,  for  worldly  pur- 
pofcs,  making  long  prayers  to  devour  widows 
honfes ;  and  not  like  the  truly  regenerate,  per- 
fectly humbled  under  the  fight  and  fenfe  of 
his  own  unworthinefs,  and  labouring  conti- 
nually to  fubdue  and  mortify  all  thole  evil 
pafiions  and  affe&ions,  which  he  perceives 
have  fo  deeply  infected  his  foul  ;  which  he 
now  confiders  as  derived  from  God,  as 
foon  to  return  to  him,  as  wholly  dependant 
on  him,  and  accountable  to  him,  and  there- 
fore endeavours  to  live  as  a  being,  thus  im- 
mortal, dependant  and  accountable. 

To  which  new  life  he  is  greatly  ftirred  up 
by  the  new  apprehenfions  and  underftanding 
which  he  hath,  3dly,  of  that  WAY  of  obe- 
dience wherein  he  is  bound  to  walk.  He  now 
perceives,  that  the  law  is  holy,  jujl  and  good* '. 
He  acknowledges  the  wifdom  of  the  gofpel- 
method  of  falvation,  and  agrees  to  this 
great  truth,  with  all  his  heart,  that  without 

*  Pvcm.  vii.  12. 
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bolinefs  no  man  JhdU — as  no  man  is  fit,  with- 
out it  to  —  fee  Gcd.  For  this  reafon  as  be- 
fore he  walked  on  in  darknefs,  and  fo  neither 
knew  nor  cared  whither  he  went  ->  fo  now 
is  he  above  meafure  zealous  to  attend  to  the 
light  of  God's  word,  as  the  rule  of  his  life, 
as  a  lamp  unto  his  Jeet,  and  a  light  unto  his 
paths :  fin,  which  heretofore  appeared  pleafing 
and  was  grateful  in  his  eyes,  now  wears  the 
form  of  the  moft:  defiling,  rebellious,  and 
abhorred  monfter,  as  the  worft  of  evils  ;  dif- 
honourable  to  God  in  the  higheft  degree, 
"  the  utmoft  abomination  to  his  purity,  the 
moft  audacious  outrage  to  his  adorable  ma- 
jefty,  and  perfect  contradiction  to  his  deity- 
he  knows,  that  it  expofes  man  to  all  the 
vials  of  his  wrath,  and  fets  the  finner  at  the 
extremeft  diftance,  oppofition,  and  defiance  to 
him  -,  and  therefore  he  utterly  renounces  and 
abhors  it> "  as  well  as  himfelf  for  having  fo 
long  harboured  in  his  bofom,  as  a  gueft  and 
friend,  that  which  is  fo  odious  to  the  Al- 
mighty, fo  deceitful  and  pernicious  to  him- 
felf. Above  all  the  recollection  of  his  dear 
Redeemer's  fufferings,  occafioned  by  this  dead- 
ly evil,  increafes  his  abhorrence  of  it,  and 
quickens  him  in  every  path  and  means  of 
duty,  that  he  may,  through  God's  good  Spi- 
rit affifting,  utterly  overturn  and  deftroy  its 
power   and   dominion  in   his  fcul.     Nay  he 

now 
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now  fees,  that  the  firft  work  of  God's  grace  is 
to  cleanfe  away  the  defilement  and  overthrow 
the  dominion  of  fin  in  the  heart :  is  to  cleanfe 
the  polluted    fountain;    he   now   knows   afr 
furedly  that  they  who  are  Chrifs  have  cruci- 
jied  the  flefld,  with  the  affections  and  lufts ;   he 
knows  that  they  who  are  jreed  from  the  condem- 
nation  of  fin  and  death ',  walk    not   after  the 
flefli,  but  after   the    Spirit :    he    knows,    that 
if  Chrijl  be  in  him,  the  body  is  dead  becaufe  of 
Jin,  but  the  Spirit  is  life  becaufe  of  right  eoujnefs : 
he  knows,  that  if  he  lives  ajter  the  flefl:,  he 
JJjall  die,  but  that  if  he  through  the  Spirit,  do 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  he  fid  all  live  *L 

And,  as  he  thus  underftands  from  what 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrijl  hath  made  him 
free,  even  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  fc 
doth  he  alfo  know,  and  apply  the  knowledge 
to  himfelf,  that  love  is  the  whole,  the  very 
fulfilling  of  the  law ;  he  knows,  that  he  who 
faith  he  is  in  the  light  and  hateth  his  brother, 
is  fill  in  darknefs ;  but  that  he  who  loveth  his 
br other  abide th  in  the  light,  and  there  is  none 
occqfion  of  fumbling  in  him.  He  knows,  that 
God  is  love,  and  that  he  who  faith,  be  loveth 
God  and  hateth  his  brother  is  a  liar.  For  he 
that  loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  feen, 
how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ? 
He  knoweth  and  is  continually  labouring  to 
advance  and  improve  himfelf  iii  this  divine 
*  Rom,  vi.  and  viii.  prill- 
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principle  and  commandment,  that  he  who 
loveth  God,  love  his  brother  a/fo.  And  thus 
daily  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind % 
and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are 
before,  he  prejfeth  towards  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high -calling  of  God  in  Chrijl  Jefus  % 

Let  the  carelefs  finner  and  the  profeiling 
hypocrite  fay  if  it  be  fo  with  them  j  let  them 
declare  whether  they  are  led  by  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  mortify  all  the  deeds  of  the  flefh, 
to  love  their  brother  even  as  themfelves,  and 
thus  to  approve  themfelves  Sons  and  Heirs  of 
God  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrijl? —  Alas, 
this  is  a  mark  wherein  no  man  can  deceive 
himfelf,  and  without  this  all  will  be  but  in 
vain  ;  for  if  we  do  not  die  with  Chrijl,  we  mall 
never  rife  with  him  \  and  if  the  Spirit  of  him 
that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  do  net 
dwell  in  us  here,  to  begin  this  good  work,  he 
that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead  will  never 
quicken  our  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  to 
life  eternal. 

And  to  what  views  of  this  life  eternal,  this 
everla/ling  HOME,  4-thly,  2re  the  eyes  of  the 
truly  regenerate  alfo  opened?  It  now  appears 
as  the  grand  end  for  which  he  was  born,  aud 
its  concern  and  care  as  the  one  thing  needful : 
eternity,  awful  eternity  breaking  upon  his 
view,  how  doth  this  world,  and  ail  its  empty 

*  Bee  St.  J&n's  firftepifileand  Pkify  i*  13' 

J  toys 
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toys  and  vanities  fink  in  their  value  and  ap- 
pear as  mere  fhadows  and  play- things  to  his 
foul?  When  his  contemplations  are  carried  out 
to  that  awful  and  tremendous  day,  on  which 
the  elements  fhall  melt   away   with    fervent 
heat,  and  the  heavens  depart  as  a  fcroll,  on 
which  the  trumpet  fhall  found,  and  the  dead 
fhall   be    raifed    with    that    alarming    voice, 
<c  Come  to  judgment,    come  away,"    when 
the  Son  of  Man  fhall  appear  with  his  fign  in 
.the  fky,  his  garment  white  as  fnow,   and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool  ,  his  throne 
like  the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning 
fire  j  a  fiery  fir ram  iffuing  and  coming  forth  be- 
fore himy  thoufand  thousands  minifiring  unto  him, 
and  ten  thoufand  times    ten   thoufand  /landing 
before  him  :  whilfi  the  judgment  is  Jet  and  the 
books  are  opened:*  When  he  beholds  thofe 
on  the    right  hand  welcomed   into  heaven, 
amidft  the  melody  and  congratulation  of  re- 
joicing faints  and   angels ;  when  he  beholds 
thofe  on  the  left  hand  hurried  into  flaming* 
ever-during  fire,  amidft  the  feoffs,  the  curfes, 
flings  and  upbraidings  of  devils  and  condemn- 
ed fpirits. — How  doth  all  he  can  poflefs   in 
this    world  dwindle    into    nothing,   if  com- 
pared with  the  lofs  of  that  bleffed  eftate  — 
how  doth  all  he  can  do  and  fuffer  in   this 
world  feem  fmall  and  little  to  be  regarded,  if 
*  Dan.  vii.  9,  &c. 

he 
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he  can  avoid  the  horror  of  the  other  and 
efcape  thofe  flames  of  eternal  mifery  !  — 
The  conftant  and  habitual  fenfe  of  this,  the 
juft,  though  daily  decreafing  dread  of  hell, 
the  glorious  and  daily  increafing  hopes  and 
love  of  heaven,  quicken  him  in  his  watch- 
fulnefs  and  walking,  caufe  him  to  look  over 
all  earthly  things  with  a  pilgrim's  paffing  eye, 
and  to  ule  all  his  endeavours  and  unite  all 
his  efforts,  to  fecure  the  bleffed  hope  of 
everlafting  life,  by  daily  growing  in  humility 
and  in  every  grace,  by  purely  and  entirely 
feeking  the  honour  of  God,  by  more  and  more 
defpifing  himfelf,  and  more  and  more  thirft- 
ing  after  full  and  liberal  draughts  of  divine 
love.  And  can  death  be  any  other  to  fuch 
a  one,  than  the  mtjjenger  of  prace,  bringing 
glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  his  foul,  that  the 
hour  is  come,  when  he  fliall  be  glorified 
with  his  Father,  when  he  (hall  be  taken 
from  all  the  evil  and  fufTering  of  a  vain 
world  and  finful  flefh,  and  received  to  his 
eternal  home,  wrhere  with  all  the  company 
of  the  bleffed  he  fhall  enjoy  for  ever  an 
<c  happy,  ferene,  moft  amiable,  pure,  and 
holy  life  ;  a  life  which  fears  no  death,  which 
feels  no  forrow,  which  knows  no  fin,  which 
languifhes  under  no  pain,  is  diffracted  with 
no  care,  is  ruffled  with  no  paffion,  lies  at  the 
mercy  of  no  accidents;  an  incorruptible,  un- 
•     I  change- 
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changeable  life,  that  hath  every  thing 
to  attract  our  affections,  and  command  our 
efteem.  There  will  be  no  enemies  to  affault 
us,  no  envy  to  undermine  us,  no  temptations 
to  feduce,  no  fears  to  confound  us,  but  perfect 
love  and  harmony  of  fouls;  a  day  that  never  de- 
clines, a  light  that  never  goes  ouf;  there  we  mail 
fee  God  face  to  face,  and  when  we  awake  up 
after  his  likenefs  we  mall  be  fatisfied  with  it." 

Such  is  the  truly  regenerate  in  his  future 
expectations ;  and  very  different  is  he  herein 
alfo  from  other  men;  poffible  it  is,  that  the 
moft  notorious  (inner,  and  the  moft  formal 
Pharifee,  upon  a  near  view  and  fight  of  death 
and  judgment,  may  be  aroufed  into  fear,  and 
terrified  into  awful  apprehenfions  concerning 
the  horrors  of  hell,  but  they  never  can  be 
terrified  into  any  love  and  defire  of  heaven. 
For  what  would  heaven  be  to  the  finner  and 
hypocrite,  whofe  pleafures  are  in  this  world, 
whofe  hopes  and  delights  are  in  nothing  be- 
yond the  grave,  whofe  luffs  and  felnm.  af- 
fections are  the  deities  they  worfhip,  the 
idols  they  adore,  and  who,  as  having  nothing 
of  that  love,  which  ?icver  faileth,  in  their 
hearts  can  have  no  part  cr  portion  in  that 
heaven,  where  love,  immortal  love,  is  the  bufi- 
nefs,  the  happinefs  and  the  glory  of  the  bleffed  ! 

Such  then  are  the  apprehenfions,  which 
the  foul,  fpiritually  inlighiencd,   hath  of  the 

great 
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great  things  which  concern  its  falvation  — 
of  God,  of  itfelf,  of  its  duty,   and  its  expecta- 
tions.    How   different   the   WALKING   too 
of  the  man,  whofe  eyes  are  thus  opened,  is 
from    that    of  thofe    who    continue    ftill    in 
darknefs,    hath  fully   been  declared  to    you 
as    we   have    gone  through   thefe  marks    of 
the  fpiritual  illumination  of  the  underftand- 
ing  and   thoughts :  fo   that   it   remains  only 
for  us  to  apply  to  ourfelves  what  hath   gone 
before,  in  order  to    our    perfect    fatisfaclion, 
whether  indeed  WE    as  confeious   that   we 
have    hitherto  been  darknefs,   can    now    fay, 
that  we  are  light  in    the  Lord,   and   that  we 
walk   as  children    of  the  light.     To    which 
end  thefe  queftions  will  greatly  conduce  ;   and 
I  pray  you,  as  ye  tender  your  falvation,    fe- 
nouily  to  put  them  to  your  own  confeiences 
in  the  fear   and   prefence    of  that  all-feeing 
God,  before  whom  it  will   avail  us  little  to 
be  found  diffemblers,  for  he  trieth  the  'very 
hearts  and  the  reins.  —  And  I  could  wifli  you 
Continually  to  bear  in  mind,  that  a  right  un- 
derflanding  of  the   things   which   pertain   to 
God,   to  Man,  his    duty    arid  expectations,   are 
fully  and  perfectly  contrafled  and  diftinguifhed 
from  whatever  the  carelefs  and  formal  Chrifti- 
an  may  profefs.  by  that  humility,  love  and  Jelf- 
application,  which  always  accompanies  the  true 
believer's  knowledge  of  thefe  things,    where- 
in 
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in  he  cannot  deceive  himfelf,  and  the  want 
of  which  is  a  fure  mark  of  the  foul's  conti- 
nuance in  darknefs. — Look  inward  therefore, 
and  fee,  if  you  have  been  or  are  illuminated 

in  the  Knowledge  of  God, for  true  grace 

ihining  upon  the  foul,  like  the  light  of  the 
fun  breaking  from  the  Eaft  upon  the  be- 
nighted earth,  not  only  difcovers  itfelf  but 
brings  other  objedts,  before  hidden,  to  view. 
Ift.  then  with  regard  to  God.  Do  you  fee 
and  adore  him,  as  a  Cod  of  infinite  glory,  un- 
fullied  purity,  and  exadt  juftice?  Doth  the 
fenfe  of  his  divine  and  almighty  majefty  and 
power  lefien  you  into  a  mere  nothing,  and 
caufe  you  to  efteem  yourfelf,  but  as  duft  and 
allies  before  him,  as  lefs  than  the  leaft  of 
all  his  creatures,  in  whofe  fight  the  whole  world 
is  but  as  a  little  grain  of  the  balance \  yea  as  a 
drop  of  the  morning  dew  that  falleth  down  upon 
the  earth?  *  Doth  the  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs, 

his 

*  Wifdom  ii.  22.  I  know  not  of  any  pafidge  that  can 
give  us  a  more  jhblime  idea  of  God,  and  a  more  humbling 
fenfe  of  ourfelves,  than  this.  If  the  whole  world  be  but 
as  a  grain  of  the  balance,  as  one  drop  of  the  morning  dav 
before  him,  what  am  T,  may  the  foul  well  fay,  what  am  /, 
and  how  infignificant  in  the  fight  of  this  glorious  God  ? 
Let  pride  and  worldly  contention  view  thcmfelves  in 
this  comparifon,  and  how  will  all  their  fwelling  fink  into  no- 
thing, how  will  all  their  vaft  ambition  be  allayed  !  we  cannot 
fee  ourfelves  too  little  as  in  ourfelves,  too  threat  as  redeemed  by 

and 
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his  patience  and  forbearing  love,  which  might 
juftly  have   cut  you  off  in   the  very   bloffom 
of  your   fins,  ftrike  you  with   deep  gratitude, 
and  melt  you  into  love  unfeigned  ?  are  you 
duly  fenfible  of  his   all-feeing  eye  continually 
beholding  you?  do  you  live  under  the  know- 
ledge of  his   divine  prefence,  and  think  and 
talk  and  adt  as  one  in  the  fight  of  an   eternal 
God?    O  did  you  but  conftantly  thus   main- 
tain a  fenfe  of  God's  prefence,  how   would 
you  advance  in  holinefs,  how  evident  and  fure 
!  a  token  would  you  have,  that  you  were  indeed 
I  a  child  of  God !  But  fay — hath  the   love  of 
j  God  in  Chriji  brought  peace  and  comfort   to 
your  repenting  and  afflicted   foul?     Is  Jefus 
precious  above  all,  the  chiefeji  among  ten  thou- 
fands  %  in  your  fight  ?  are  you  led  and  taught 
by  his    Spirit,  living    in  and  by  him,    with 
fweet  and  inexprefiible  communion,  and  hang- 
ing upon  him  with  full  dependance,  catting 
all  your  care  upon  him,  as  knowing  that  he 

careth  for  you? -2.  As  to  your  [elves  >  fay, 

do  ye  now  fee   yourfelves,    as   fallen   finful, 

and  in  Chriji.    Hence  Dr.  Youngs  very  beautifully,  fpeaking 
of  man^ 

An  heir  of  glory, — a  frail  child  of  duft 
Helplefs^    immortal!   infeft  infinite  ! 
A  worm  !  a  God  !  I  tremble  at  myfelf, 
And  in  myfelf  am  loft  ! 

Night  Thought i,  at  the  ht ginning. 
*  Cant.  v.  10. 

No.   10.  F  f  wretched 
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wretched   creatures,  unable  of  yourfelves    to 
help    yourfelves,  liable  to  God's  juft   wrath 
and  damnation,  and  certain  to  perifh,  unlefs 
Jtjits  ftand  in  the  way,  and  turn  his  wrath- 
ful indignation  from  you  ?  are  you,  upon  the 
fight  hereof,    more    and    more   humbled    in 
your  own  eyes?   do  you  confider  your  foul, 
as  immortal,  dependant,  and  accountable,  and 
endeavour  fo  to  live  and  aft,  as  one  that  muft 
live  for  ever,  as  one  that  depends  wholly  on 
the  riches  of  divine  grace,  and  as  one  that 
muft  give  a  ftrift  and  folemn  account  ?    And 
having  this  fenfe   of  God  and  yourfelves  — 
fay,    3dly,  is  the  law  of  your   God   honour- 
able in  your  fight  ?  And  are  all  your  endea- 
vours put  forth  to  gain  ftrength    in  all  the 
means  of  grace,  to  perform  the  law,  and  to 
walk  in   the   holy   commandments   of   God 
blamelefs  ?  are  you  convinced,   that  the  pure 
and  holy  law  of  God  is  fulfilled  in  love  ?  and 
do  you   love    God   wjth  all  your   foul,  and 
your  neighbour  as  yourfelf,  aflured  that  he  who 
•loveth  not  his  neighbour  whom  he  hath  feen 
cannot  truly  love    God,  whom   he   hath   not 
feen  ?  Or  if  you  cannot  anfwer  thefe  in  their  full 
extent,  is  it  the  earneft  defire  and  wifti  of  your 
foul  to  be  thus  perfeft  in  love  ?  is  it  the  earneft 
willi    and    longing   of  your    heart    thus   to 
he  taken  up  and  filled   with  this   never-fail- 
ing charity? — And    as   a  firft    ftep   hereto 
is  the    dominion    of  fin   deftroyed   in    your 

hearts, 
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hearts,  is    it  hateful    and    lothfome   in    your 
eyes  ?  and  though  you  find  the  ftrugglings  of 
the   flefli  and  fpirit,   the  law  of  fin  warring 
in  your  members     do  you   yet   labour  con- 
tinually to   fubdue  and  deftroy  all  contending 
pafiions,    and  to   keep  wider,  and  bring  your 
body  into  fub]e5lion>  left  haply,  after  all  your 
knowledge,  you  yourfelf  mould  become  a  caft- 
away?  And,  4th ly,  thus  grounded  in  humility, 
thus  filled  with  love,  thus  purely  and  entire- 
ly feeking  the  honour  of  God,  fay    is  your 
heart,  where  your  true  treafure  is  alfo  ?    Is 
it,  as   well  as  your  converfation,   in    heaven, 
from  whence  you  look  for  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  with  earned  expectation  and  af- 
fectionate joy,  praying  with  fincere   fervour, 
that  his  kingdom  may  come,  as  hoping  to  re- 
ceive a  crown  of  glory  from  his  hands  on  that 
day,  as  hoping  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  your 
Lord?  and  upon  the  happy  fenfe  of  this  your 
fonfliip  and  adoption,  fay,  is  death  no  longer 
a  king   of  terrors,  but  a  king   of  comforts, 
greatly  to  be  defired  of  your  fouls  ?  —  This 
is  a  trying  mark;  and  if  you  have  not    yet 
attained  the  victory   over  this  fear,  are  you 
labouring  to  do  fo,    thro*    Jefus  Cbrift   your 
triumphant  leader,  feeking  and  fuing  to   him 
in  all  the  means  of  grace,  and  endeavouring 
to  obtain  his  favour,  by  walking  in   his  love 
and  obedience  ? —  O  thou  highly  favour'd  of 
F  f  z  the 
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the  Lord,  happy  indeed  art  thou  who  canft 
with  fatisfaction  anfwer  the  demands  of  thy 
confcience  in  thefe  refpects !  fear  not,  only 
perfevere:  continue  fteadfaft,  forget  what  is 
behind,  and  reach  forth  unto  that  which  is 
before.  To  which  end  thefe  three  things 
will  eminently  conduce,  —  an  eye  fixt  upon 
the  crofs  oijefus  Chriji — an  eye  fixt  upon  the 
God  of  heaven,  as  alway  feeing  and  obferv- 
ing  every  thje  moft  hidden  thought,  word  and 
action,  —  and  an  eye  turned  conftantly  to  the 
laft  and  fearful  day  of  judgment,  upon  which 
we  muft  all  appear.  To  live  under  an  ha- 
bitual fight  and  fenfe  of  thefe  three  things, 
as  it  muft  deftroy  fin  in  us,  (o  muft  it  greatly 
improve  us  in  that  holinefs,  without  which  no 
?nan  Jhall  fee  the  Lord,  and  for  which  thofe 
were  eminent,  who  are  recorded  in  fcripture, 
as  having  walked  with,  and  tepleafed,  God,  &c+ 


On 


«AVvVvVvvJS 

DISCOURSE     X. 

0/z  ^  Man  with  the  withered    Ha?id. 


Matt.  xii.  13, 

Then  faith  he  to  the  Man,  Stretch  forth  thine 
hand-,  and  he  fir  etched  it  forth,  and  it  was 
rejiored  whole,  like  as  the  other. 

.FleOsOC^  U  R  Lord,  according  to  his  cuf- 
§  O  W  tom>  wenton "the  fabbath-day  into 
Je(  JeC  one  °f  tne  Synagogues  where  the 

5bl)8Q809Cjr!  Scribes  and  Pharifees  were  affem- 
bled,  and  ready  to  lay  hold  of  any  pretence, 
.that  they  might  accufe  him;  and  behold,  there 
was  a  man  there  prefent  among  the  poor, 
who  were  to  be  relieved,  who  had  his  right 
hmd  withered,  the  nerves  and  finews  being  fo 
fhrunk  up  and  dried,  (eEvip^/xsv^v,)  that,  it  was 
perfectly  ufelefs;  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees, 
who  had  obferved  him  profane  the  fabbath, 
as  they  judged,  a  little  before,  fuppofing 
that  he  would  now  do  the  like  and  that 
they  mould  have  a  fair  charge  againft  him, 
F  f  3  watched 
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watched  him,  fay  the  evangelifls,  whether  he 
would  heal  on  the  fabbath-day,  that  they  might 
find  an  a  ecu  fan  on  again jl  him.  But  J  ejus  y 
the  fearcher  of  hearts,  well  knew  their 
thoughts  and  the  malignity  of  their  inten- 
tions; he  faid  therefore  to  the  man  who 
had  the  withered  hand,  Rife  up  and  ftand 
forth  in  the  midft;  defigning  thereby  to  ren- 
der the  miracle  evident  to  all  their  eyes,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  ftir  up,  if  poffible,  their 
compaffion  and  tender  concern,  by  the  fight 
of  this  their  fellow- creature's  unhappy  calami- 
ty -f.  The  man  at  his  call  arofe  and  flood 
forth  ;  then  faid  Jefus  unto  them,  "  J  will 
ajk  you  one  things  which  will  be  a  fufficient 
anfwer  to  the  queftion,  you  have  juft  put  to 
me,  namely,  whether  it  be  lawful  to  heal  on  the 
Jabbath-day  ?  In  anfwer  to  which  I  aflc,  Is  it 
lawful  on  the  fabbath-days  to  do  good,  or  to  do 
evil,  to  five  life  or  to  defroy  it  ?  let  your 
own   confeiences    be   your  judges,   whether 

f  This  is  St.  Chryfoftorrfs  remark.  St.  Jerem  fays,  that 
in  the  gofpel  of  the  Nazarites,  this  man  was  faid  to  be  a 
mafon,  a  perfon,  who  got  his  bread  by  his  daily  labour, 
and  therefore  the  greater  objeft  of  pity— and  that  he  humbly 
befought  Jefus  to  relieve  him.  Caementarius  erom,  mantbus 
dictum  qu&ritans,  precor  te,  Jefu,  ut  mihi  rejiituas  fanitatem, 
ne  turpiter  mendicem  cibos. — He  zdds,ufque  ad  advent urn  JaU 
vatoris  arida  manusfuit  in  fynagoga  'Judecorum,  iff  Dei  opera 
Xion  fiebant  in  ed,  pofiquam  ille  vtnit  in  terras,  reddita  eft 
in  apo/hlis  credentibus,  dextra  &  operi  prifiino  refiituta" 

of 
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of  the  two  is  lawful,  to  do  good  to  fuch  a 
poor  afflicted  fon  of  Abraham ',  whom  Satan 
hath  thus  bound ;  or  to  do  evil,  as  you  are 
defirous  of  doing  by  feeking  every  opportunity 
to  deftroy  the  life  of  me,  an  innocent  perfon, 
who  am  come  to  fame  life,  while  you  feek 
to  deftroy  it  ?  —  Befides,  he  goes  on,  /  will 
convince  you  again  from  your  own  conduct; 
for  which  of  you  is  there,  that  (hall  have 
a  fheep,  and  if  it  fall  into  a  pit  on  the  fab- 
bath-day,  will  he  not  lay  hold  on  it,  and 
lift  it  out?  how  much  then  is  a  man  bet- 
ter than  a  {heep?  wherefore  I  conclude,  that 
it  is  lawful  to  do  good  on  the  fabbath-day  ; 
yea,  juft  as  much  more  valuable  as  the  life 
of  a  man  is  than  the  life  of  a  fheep,  fo 
much  more  lawful  and  expedient  is  it  to  do 
good,  than  to  omit  any  occafion  of  fo  doing 
(which  is  to  do  evil:)"  For  the  omijjion  of  a 
good  action,  upon  a  proper  opportunity  and 
exigency,  is  ever  efteemed  the  fame  as  the 
commiffion  of  an  evil  one.  And  it  is  worthy 
our  coniideration  that  in  the  neceffity  of  our 
neighbour,  there  is  no  medium  between 
good  or  ill. 

The  Pharifees,  unable  to  anfwer,  held  their 
peace;  they  could  net  fay  it  was  lawful  to 
do  evil  on  the  fabbath-day  ;  they  would  not 
fay  it  was  lawful  to  da  well;  and  therefore 
though  convinced,  they  were  unwilling  to 
F  f  4  conf  ii 
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confefs  what  they  faw  and  felt,  to  lay  afide 
that  bitter  fpirit  of  malice  and  oppofition 
wherewith  they  were  filled  againft  our  maf- 
ter,  and  candidly  and  generoufly  fubmit  to 
the  truth.  —  He  perceiving  this,  looked  round 
about  upon  them  with  anger ;  being  grieved  for  the 
hardnefs  of  their  hearts-,  and  to  (hew  us,  that 
a  good  action  is  never  to  be  omitted  for  the 
obftinate  malignity,  perverfenefs  and  contra- 
diction of  any  adverfaries  *,  he  faith  to  the 
man,  Stretch  forth  thine  Hand-,  which  he 
immediately  performing  upon  his  command, 
in  the  very  attempt,  as  he  jlretched  it 
forth,  it  was  reflored  whole,  like  as  the  other* 
This  ftupendous  miracle  and  undeniable  evi- 
dence of  the  divine  power  of  Chrift,  had  no 
other  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees,  than  to  fill  them  with  madnefs 
againft  him,  and  with  plots  and  contrivances 
how  they  might  deftroy  him.  A  fad  in- 
ftance  of  the  hardnefs  of  the  human  heart,  and 
the  power  of  envy,  whofe  baleful  influence 
poifoning  the   foul,    makes   men  capable   of 

*  ^kiefnelle  on  Lufo  obferves,  this  fteadfafr.  and  un- 
daunted look  of  Cbriji  teaches  his  minifters  not  to  be  at 
all  terrified  by  the  ill-will  of  the  adverfaries  of  goodnefs  and 
truth;  thofe  whom  fear  renders  cowardly  in  the  exercife 
of  their  miniftrv,  forget  that  they  exercife  it  in  the  name 
and  p^ace  of  ChrijI,  and  that  they  muft  give  account  to 
him  of  their  unfaithfulnefs  and  or  the  damage,  which  the 
pHjrch  ftiail  have  iuftered  thereby  in  her  children. 

every 
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every  crime,  and  hath  led  the  way  to  the 
perpetration  of  every  diabolical  mifchief  *. 

As  the  eye  of  the  body  is  ufed  for  fpiritual 
fight,  the  ear  for  hearing,  the  tongue  for 
/peaking,  &c.  fo  the  Hand  is  the  fymbol  of 
action,  and  as  being  that  whereby  we  per- 
form corporal  is  referred  commonly  to  fpiritual 
ads  -j- ;  the  right  hand  denotes  power  and 
ftrength,  and  God's  right  hand  is  generally 
ufed  in  fcripture  to  denote  all  the  effects  of 
his  omnipotence.  I  fhall  therefore,  according 
to  my  purpofed  method,  make  no  other  life 
of  this  miracle,  than  to  (hew .from  it  after 
a  general  remark  or  two,  that  . 

Ift,  As  this  man's  hand  was  reftbred  by 
Chri/l,  fo  the  power  of  acting  conformably  to 
the  will  of  God  muft  be  rejlored  to  us,  who 
have  loft  it  in  and  through  Adam,  and  are 
.-not  able  of  ourfelves  to  do  any  good  work 
till  renew'd  by  the  grace  of  Chrifi  $  and, 

Ildly,  That  fo  doing,  acting  thus  conforma- 
bly, &c.  is  the  fureft  teft  of  the  new  creation, 
of  a  renewed  heart,  and  a  right  fpirit.  For 
as  we  muft  have  new  ears  to  hear,  a  new 
tongue  tofpeak,  and  new  eyes  to  fee,  fo  muft 

*  For  inftances,  fee  St.  Clement**  epiftle  to  the  Conn* 
fhians  —  as  tranflated  by  Abp.  Wake,  p.  4,  &c% 
f  See  Page  78  foregoing  and  Note. 

3  we 


458  On  the  Man  with  the  withered  Hand. 
we  alfo  have  new  hands  to  handle  the  word  of 
life  *,  new  powers  given  us  by  his  grace,  to 
work  the  acceptable  work  of  the  Lord : 
which  we  can  have  only  by  the  Spirit  of  Chri/t 
regenerating  us,  and  which  we  (hall  have  if  we 
fincerely  defire  it — -for  ij  ye  being  evil,  know 
how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children-,  how 
much  more  Jljall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the 
holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ajk  him  ?  >f 

Before  I  enlarge  hereupon,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  juft  to  remark,  Ift,  that  from  what 
Chrijl  here  fpeaks  of  the  fabbath,  it  is  fuffi- 
ciently  proved  againft  the  fuperftitious  notions 
of  the  Jews,  that  works  of  beneficence, 
which  are  ufed  either  towards  man  or  beaft 
on  the  fabbath,  fuppofing  the  great  bufinefs  of 
the  day  and  the  worfhip  of  almighty  God  be 
not  thereby  interrupted,  are  by  no  means 
profanations  of  the  fabbath  J.  And  it  is 
worthy  obfervation,  that  the  Jews  afterwards 
abolifhed  that  cuftom  of  their  fathers,  to  which 
our  Saviour  refers,  of  drawing  an  ox  or  a 
fheep  out  of  a  pit,  and  which  was  in  ufe, 
when  he  was  prefent  upon  earth :  and  now 
hold,  that  it  is  abfolutely  unlawful  fo  to  do 
nay  even  to  fave  a  man's  life,  by  drawing 
him  out  from  a  pit,  or  any  other  place  into 
which  he  may   have  fallen  :  a  remarkable  in- 


*   1  John  i.  1.  f  Luke  xi.  13. 

J  See  Dr.  Whitby's  annotation  on  the  place,  and  Bifhop 
Andrews  on  the  commandments. 

I  fiance 


On  the  Man  with  the  withered  Hand.  459 

lance   of  which    we   have    in  the   Thfe   at 

Mun/ler.     Thus   impiety  and  iniquity  always 

grow  worfe  and   worfe. The  Son  of  man  is 

the  Lord  of  the  fabbath,  he  who  firft  infti- 
tuted  it,  in  the  ftate  of  man's  innocency,  he 
who  renewed  that  inftitution  at  Mount  Sinai, 
and  who  of  confequence  has  an  original  right 
in   himfelf,  to  make  what  circumftantial  alte- 
rations he  pleafes  concerning  it :  and  as,  agree- 
ably to  the  defign  and  nature  of  the  gofpel 
difpenfation,    he  has  only  changed   it  from 
the  feventh  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and 
allowed  only    the   performance  of  works  of 
mercy  and  neceffity,  and  fuch  as  relate  to  the 
religious  obfervance  of  the  day,all  other  obliga- 
tions of  a  fabbath  remain  in  force :  Wherefore 
it  is  highly  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  heed 
that   we  make  it  a  day  of  holy  rejl%  and  an 
emblem  of  that  glorious  refit  into  which  we 
hope  to  enter,  and  of  which  the  fabbath  is  a 
figure   and  a  pledge :  it  is  highly   incumbent 
upon  us  to  take  heed  that  we  be  found  in  no 
other  works  than  thofe  of  religion,  mercy  and 
neceffity,  from  which  no  day  will  exempt  us, 
and  from  which  wTe  fhould  never  ceafe.   Hap- 
py will  it  be  for  us  if,  like  our  Lord,  we  be 
found  employed  in  thefe,  attending   the  Syna- 
gogue, the  places  of  divine  woriliip,  and   re- 
floring  the  withered  hand,  giving  hands  to  the 
maimed,  eyes  to  the  blind \  and  feet  to  the  lame: 

mife- 
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miferable  indeed  will  it  be,  if  by  a  contrary 
extreme  we  abufe  the  holy  fabbaths  of  our 
God,  nof  by  fcrupulous,  pharifaical,  and  hy-  , 
pocritical  fuperftition,  but  by  open  and  bold 
neglect;  by  wicked  and  blafphemous  profana- 
tions of  them  :  our  wifdom  it  is  to  guard  a- 
gainft  either  extreme :  and  we  can  be  fecured 
from  either,  no  way  better  than  by  making 
the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  good  of  our 
neighbour,  our  pleafing  employment  on  this 
day.  of  holy  re/l.  BleJJedis  that  fery ant 9  whom 
his  Lordy  when  he  comet  h,  jl:  all  find  fo  doi?2g!  * 

II.  When  the  envious  Phari/ees,  though 
convinced,  would  not  confefs  and  amend  ; 
our  Lord,  we  are  told  by  St.  Mark,  looked 
round  about  on  them  who  were  in  the  Synagogue 
with  anger,,  being  grieved  for  the  hardnefs%  %u;oget> 
cf  their  hearts.  In  which  there  is  fomething 
peculiarly  beautiful ;  even  his  anger  was  com- 
fafjionate:  he  was  angry  and  yet  grieved :  an- 
gry at  the  y&z,  grieved  for  the  finner:  even 
when  we  through  our  fatal  obftinacy  and  cal- 
loiifnefs  of  heart,  give  him  the  jufleft  caufe 
for  anger,  yet  at  the  fame  time  is  he  afflicted 
for  us:  more  pitiful  and  companionate  towards 
us,  more  anxious  and  earneft  for  our  welfare 
and  recovery,  than  the  fhepherd  for  his  loft 
and  wandring  flieep,  than  the  father   for  his 

*  Matthew  xxiv.  46. 

pro- 
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prodigal  and  abandoned  fon.    Our  hardnefs  of 
Lieart  veryjuftly  raifeth  his  anger:  our  con- 
jemnation    and   deftrudtion  confequent  upon 
'his    perveffnefs,    raife  in  his  kart^the  ten- 
ereft  concern:    how   much  fhould  this  in- 
ite  us  not  to  wound  afrefh  his  loving  heart, 
hat  hath  bled  fo  freely  and  liberally  for  all 
ur   fins  —  how  much  fhould  this  incite  us 
hot  to  abufe  his  companion  and  mercy,  left 
le  be  at  length  angry  indeed,  and  turn  away 
his  face  in  wrathful  indignation  from  us — how 
piuch    fhould  it  prevent  defp'air,  and   incline 
us  to  haften  to  his  feet,  when  we  know  that 
we  have  given  him  righteous  caufe  for  anger, 
:o  our  comfort  recollecting,  that  though    he 
)e  angry  y  yet  is  he  alfo  grieved,  and  willing  to 

jreceive  the  humbled,  penitent  prodigal. • 

His  example  alfo  in  this  refpedt  fhews  us, 
how  our  zeal  in  his  caufe  fhould  be  mode- 
rated ,  teaching  us  to  be  angry  at,  and  exprefs 
our  refentment  folely  againft  the  fin,  while 
we  grieve  for  the  finner,  and  are  truly  forry 
for  that  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  obftinacy  of 
foul,  which  muft  involve  thSfe  in  deftruclion, 
who  refift  all  the  motions  of  grace  and  the 
offers  of  Chrifty  and  who  like  the  Pharifees, 
when  fully  convinced,  will  yet  contradict  the 
evidence  of  their  fenfes,  will  yet  deny  the 
Lord  that  bought  them,  and  through  bafe 
and  malevolent   principles  oppofe  the  Gofpel 

of 
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of  light  and  love.  * — And  therefore  worthy 
all  our  pra&ice  is  this  refolution  of  the  pious 
Bifhop  Beveridge :  <c  I  am  refolved  by  the 
«*  grace  of  God,  fo  to  be  angry  as  not  to  fin, 
cc  and  therefore  to  be  angry  at  nothing  but 
*c  fin."  And  oh  what  a  fedate  and  contented 
fpirit,  fays  he,  will  this  refolution  breed  in 
me?  how  eafy  and  quiet  fhail  I  be  under  all 
circumftances  ?  whilft  others  are  peevifh  and 
fretful,  and  torment  themfelves  with  every 
petty  trifle,  that  doth  but  crols  their  inclina-  I 
tions,  or  feem  to  be  injurious  to  them,  or  fall 
into  the  other  extreme  of  a  ftoical  infenfibi- 
lity,  I  (hall  by  this  refolution  maintain  a  me- 

*  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  this  is  greatly  the  cafe 
with  many  of  our  prefent,  it  is  more  to  be  feared,  that  it 
hath  been  greatly  the  cafe,  with  many  of  our  former  deif- 
ileal  gentlemen,  who,  unhappily  for  themfelves  and  others, 
have  taken  it  into  their  beads  to  dijlike  and  oppofe  the 
chrijlian  fy/hm,  and  its  pure  and  holy  precepts.  It  might 
be  eafy  to  affign  good  reafons  for  fuch  a  diflike  and  oppo- 
fition  :  though  our  Saviour  feems  to  comprehend  them  all 
in  a  few  words,  John  iii.  19,  20.  If  a  man  bejimere  and 
really  defirous  of  knowing  the  truth,  let  him  not  fet  down 
with  a  full  refolution  to  oppofe,  but  only  a(k  wifdom  of 
God,  who  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not,  and  follow 
our  Saviour's  advice  in  the  words  of  St.  John  vii.  17, 
and  I  dare  pronounce  he  will  not  long  continue  an  unbe- 
liever. Socrates ,  Plato  and  Tully,  of  whom  thefe  gentle- 
men talk  fo  much,  (hew  abundantly  by  their  writings,  that 
had  ihey  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  lived  in  the  days  of 
Gofpel  Light,  they  would  never  have  been  del/Is. 

dium 


On  the  Man  with  the  withered  Hand.  46  3 
dium  betwixt  both,  and  poflefs  my  foul  in 
peace  and   patience.  *. — 

St.  Ambrofe  thus  fpiritualizes  the  miracle 
before  us:  <c  by  this  AW,  faith  he,  is  figni- 
fied  Adam  and  his  whole  pofterity  :  whofe 
right-hand,  which  he  reached  forth  to  take 
and  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  was  truly  dried 
up  and  withered  to  all  good  works:  while  the 
left  retains  its  ftrength,  too  ready  and  active, 
in  the  performance  of  evil.  Let  therefore 
man,  with  the  withered  hand,  come  forth  into 
the  midft  of  the  aflembly  and  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  Je/i/s,  that  the  hand  may  be  re- 
ftored  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  and  no  lon- 
ger continue  ufelefs,  but  be  employed  in  the 
works   of  God."  -f* 

Be  this  application  of  the  holy  father's  as  it 
may,  the  great  point  advanced  in  it  is  too 
evidently  true :  our  right-hand  is  indeed  wi- 
thered and  dry  to  good,  while  our  left  is  ac- 

*  Bever\dge\  Private  Thoughts,  p.  214  vol. <i. 

f  §hiefnelle  on  Mark,  obferves  that  a  withered  hand  \a 
the  fight  of  God  and  in  the  eyes  of  faith  is  a  covetous 
wretch,  who  bellows  on  the  poor  little  or  no  alms 
at  all :  it  is  a  lukewarm  and  negligent  chriitian,  who  per- 
forms no  good  works:  it  is  a  magistrate  or  perfon  in  au- 
thority, who  takes  no  care  to  maintain  order  and  juftice: 
and  it  is  a  great  man  who  abandons  the  innocent  when  op- 
prefFed  :  none  but  thou,  O  Lord,  can'ft  heal  this  withered 
hand,  becaufe  its  indifpofition  proceeds  from  the  heart,  and 
thou  alone  can'ft  apply  thy  healing  and  almighty  hand  to 
that. 

tivc 
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tive  to  do  evil.     We  are  all  by  nature  pron'8 
to  fin  and   averfe   to   holinefs;    and   till  the 
right-hand   is  reftored,  till  the  nature  is  re- 
newed by  Chri/i,  there  is  none  that  doth  good, 
no  not  one  *:  but  if  we  are  indeed  truly  re- 
newed,   then   fin    hath    no  longer  dominion 
over  us  :  our  members  are  no  longer  yielded 
as   inftruments  of  anrighteoiifnefs   unto  fin,  but 
as  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs  unto  God.     This 
is  the  main  and    decifive   teft   of  our  rege- 
neration :  it   is  as  it  were  the  confummation 
of  the  whole.     For  though  we  may  fuppofe, 
that  our  ear  is  redeemed  from  its  vain  de- 
light in  unprofitable  hearing,  our  tongue  loofed 
from  its  dumbnefs  to  the  praife  of  God,  and 
our  eyes  opened  to   a  new  fight  and  fenfe   of 
him,  our  J elves  and  our  duty  \  yet  uniefs  our 
hand  is  alfo   reftored,  uniefs   our  actions  ma- 
nifeft  the  fincerity  of  our  thoughts  and  words, 
we  want  the  due  teft,  and  (hall  grievoufly  de- 
lude ourfelves.     As  therefore  I  have  before 
given  you  certain   marks,  whereby  you  may 
know  whether  your  words  and  thoughts  have 
been  renewed  by  the  grace  of  Chri/l:  fo  now 
I   propofe  to  mew  you  in  general   what  are 
the   actions   of  the  new  man,    and   what  he 
will  moil  certainly  do,  whofe  withered  hand 
hath   really  been  reftored    by  Chrift-,  —  the 

*  Rom.  iii,  12. 

truth 
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truth  is,  though  we  necefiarily  fpeak  of  thefe 
as  feparate,  yet  if  fincere,  they  always  go  to- 
gether.  New  thoughts  and  ideas  produce  new 
words  and   actions :    the  underftanding  being 
rightly  informed,  the  will  and  affections  fol- 
low its  di&ates:  thefe  muft  not  be  fcparated, 
when  we  confider  the  new  creature  in  a  com- 
pound view  :  a  remark  which  deferves  our  at- 
tention, fince  fome  have  fatally  deceived  them- 
felves   by    imagining,  that  a  change  of  head 
notions  1  and    a    change   of  converfation   from 
worldly  to  religious  fubjects — fhall  I  fay  from 
worldly  to  religious  fcandal? — that  fuch  a  change 
is  regeneration?  when  at  the  fame  time  they 
have  not  experienced  a  change  of  heart   and 
life,  without  which  all  pretenfions  to  faith  and 
grace  are  vain;  feeing  it  is  hereby  that  we 
know  that  we  know  God,  as  St.  John  empha- 
tically exprefTes  himfelf,  if  we  walk  in  the  light 
as  he  is  in  the  light,  or  in  other  words,  if  we 
keep  his  commandments.     And    as   God  is  light, 
and  in  him  is  no  darknefs    at  all, .  from    hence 
have  we  the  firft  mark  of  a  real  chrijlian,  as 
to  external  duties — which  is  a  putting  away  the 
works  of  darknefs,  an  abftaining  from  all  known 
fin,  from  every  thing  contrary  to  the  law  of 
God,  a  ceafing  to  do  evil.       This  is  the  very 
firft  ftep  in  thechriftian  life:  whoever  remains 
under  the  power  and    practice  of  any  known 
No.  10,  G  g  fin, 
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fin,  cannot  be  a  new  creature  ;  whoever  then 
lives  in  the  wilful  habit  of  any  of  thefe  works 
of  the  flefli,   adultery,  fornication,  uncleannefsy 
Jafcivioufnefs ,  idolatry,  witchcraft,    hatred,  va- 
riance, emulations,  wrath,  Jlrife,  feditions,    he- 
refies,  envying  s9  murders,  drunkennefs,   andfuch 
like  :  *  let  him  be  told,  that  he  hath  no  fel- 
lowfhip  with  God,  in  whom  is   no  darknefs 
at  all,  and  that  while  he  doth  fuch  works  of 
darknefs,  he  is  a  child  of  the  prince  of  dark- 
nefs, and  if  continuing  in  them,  muft  be  left 
to   perim  in    the    utter  blacknefs   and  dark- 
nefs   of   fuch    abominable   defilements.     Let 
therefore   no  one  in  this  refpeel:   deceive  his 
©wn  foul — if,  O  man,  thy  confeience  fmites 
thee,  if  thou  art  guilty  of  any  of  thefe,  if  thou 
lived:  under  the  dominion  of  any  known  fin,what- 
ever  are  thy  principles,  whatever  is  thy  perfua- 
fion,  whatever  thy  hopes,  they  are  vain,  falfe  and 
deftructive,  and  as  lure  as  God  is    truth  and 
light,  fo  fare  thy  foul  thus  in  darknefs  and 
falmood,  (hall   never  have  communion  with 
and  knowledge   of  God;  for  the  children   of 
God  are  known  by  their  refemblance  to  their 
Father,  and  if  they  do  not  ftrive  to  obtain  that 
refemblance  here,  by  purifying   themjelves  as 
bt  is  pure,  they  can  have  no  hope   offering 


Gal.  v.  19,  20,  21, 
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him  as  he  is,  and  being  made  like  unto  him 
in  glory  *. 

This  is  the  firft  fure  mark  in  the  life  of 
the  renewed  chriftian,  even  a  delivery  from 
the  power,  dominion  and fervi 'tude  of  fin  ;  I  fay 
from  the  power,  &c. — for  Jin  will  ftill  remain  in 
our  mortal  bodies,  its  ftrugglings  and  temp- 
tations will  ftill  demand  even  unto  death  our 
conftant  care  and  watchfulnefs :  nay  our  grand 
buflnefs,  when  really  renewed  in  heart  and 
life,  is  continually  to  mortify  more  and  more 
all  our  evil  and  corrupt  affections,  and  daily 
to  proceed  in  all  virtue  and  godlinefs  of  living: 
And  the  very  beft  and  moft  exemplary 
chriftians  that  ever  breathed,  have  always 
found  abundant  caufe  to  lament  the  weak- 
nefs  and  imperfection  of  the  flem,  the  Ca- 
naanites  ftill  in  the  land,  —  fo  far  from  arro- 
gantly boafting  of  Jinlefs  perfection. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  ceafe  from  evil,  we 
muft  alfo  lean?  to  do  good:  we  mufi  not  only 
put  off  the  old  man,  but  put  on  the  new:  fo 
that  the  fecond  mark  of  a  hand  truly  reftored 
is  an  exatJ  obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  Herein 
is  the  great  difference  between  the  carnal  and 
regenerate  man :  the  carnal  man  ads  in  con- 
formity to  his  own  will  ;  his  interefts,  plea-" 
fures  and  paffions  are  his  rule  of  action :  and 

*  See   1  John  iii.  2,  3. 
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though  his  connexions  and  credit  in  the  world 
may  oblige  him  to  outward  acts  of  honefty, 
nay  and  fometimes  of  charity,  yet  his  motive 
is  always  one  and  the  fame,  and  always 
wrong,  as  being  centered  in  himfelf  and 
wholly  directed  to  that  end.  Juft  the  con- 
trary hereto  is  the  truly  renewed  Chriftian  : 
the  will  of  God  is  his  rule,  the  glory  of  God  is 
his  end.  He  now  no  longer  afks  whether 
fuch  an  action  be  pleafing  to  the  flefh,  and 
profitable  for  wordly  ends,  but  whether  it 
be  pleafing  to  God,  and  profitable  to  his 
foul  $  he  hath  learned  that  to  act  in  obedience 
to  God's  will  is  the  higheft  pleafure,  that  to 
aim  continually  at  God's  glory  is  the  higheft 
profit.  —  He  hath  learned  that  whatever  is 
done  upon  this  foundation,  is  attended  with  a 
fure  bleffing,  and  he  knows  that  to  obey 
God  is  better  than  all  burnt-facrifices,  than 
thoufands  of  gold  and  filver.  Hence  he  re- 
folves  never  to  fet  his  hand,  his  head  or  his 
heart  about  any  thing,  but  what  he  believes 
to  be  really  good  in  itfelf,  and  will  be  fo 
efteemed  of  God  the  great  judge  and  re- 
warder  of  actions.  Thus  he  acts  in  exact  con- 
formity to  the  will  of  God  as  his  rule,  and  to 
the  glory  of  God  as  his  end,  and  this  as  in 
all  his  duties  to  God  as  to  his  neighbour. 

1  In 
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In  his  duties  to  God,  he  is  regular,  exem- 
plary and  exact;  in  private  and  public  con- 
ilantly  attending  upon  him,  never  omitting 
the  fervice  of  the  church,  the  clofet,  or  the 
family,  if  he  be  at  the  head  of  one.  The 
church  and  ordinances  of  his  Lord  and  ttiaf- 
ter  are  his  foul's  delight ;  he  goes  with 
chearful  feet  to  do  his  will,  and  is  not  kept 
from  thence  by  little  frivolous  and  trifling 
pretences;  in  all  the  acts  of  public  devotion 
he  maintains  a  due  fenfe  of  the  awfulnefs  of 
the  houie  of  the  Lord,  and  the  prefence  of 
that  glorious  Being,  who  is  there  in  the  midft  -> 
whether  in  prayer  or  praife,  whether  in  hearing 
the  word  read  or  preached,  or  in  whatever 
acts  of  devotion  he  may  be  engaged,  his 
heart  is  elevated  to  God,  and  his  foul  deiirous 
to  (hake  off  its  fluggifh  earthlinefs,  and  to  af- 
cend  into  the  mount  of  God  P.  More  particularly 
he  above  all  things  rejoices  to  partake  of  the 
bleffed  facrament  of  his  Lord's  mod  precious 
body  and  blood,  and  thanks  the  bountiful 
giver  of  all  good  gifts  for  the  great,  unfpeak- 
able,  and  endiefs  comfort  therein  vouchfafed 
to  fouls. — But  it  would  be  too  long  to  go  thro* 
the  defcription  of  thofe  graces,  which  (hew 
themielves  in  the  regenerate  man's  devotions ; 
fufficient  let  it  be  to  add,  that  in  all  he  k 
*  Exod.  xxiv.  13. 
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Jin  cere,  and  in  all  he  is  humble ;  whatever 
prayers  he  prefents,  he  prefents  with  a  con- 
trite fpirit,  and  as  confcious  of  his  own  mani- 
fold unworthinefs,  is  ever  craving  the  mercy 
of  his  beloved  mafter,  declaring  his  own  un- 
profitablenefs,  and  proclaiming  his  abfolute 
and  full  reliance  upon  his  infinite  merits,  his 
manifold  and  great  mercies. 

Thus  fincere,  humble,  and  exemplary,  thus 
trufting  in,  and  relying  upon   his   God,  thus 
fixing   his  eye   of  faith  continually  on  him, 
walking  before  him,  and  living,   as   it  were, 
in    his  prefence,  —  he    labours    faithfully   to 
difcharge  his  duty  to  his  Creator,  Redeemer, 
and   Sanctifier,  the   Lord  his  God,  imploring 
his  aid,  enjoying  his  favour  and  rejoicing  in 
his  love.     But  he  knows,  that  he  is  a  focial 
Being,  and  remembers  that  the  greateft  proof 
of  his  love  to  God,  is  his  love  to  man  for 
Cbrijl's  fake;  wherefore  he  is  no  lefs  diligent 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  and  thus 
to  prefent  the  moft  acceptable  fervice   unto 
God  :  he  a£ts  in  continued  conformity  to  the 
Golden   Rule,  whatfoever  ye   would  that   men 
JJ:oulddo  it ?i to  you,  do  ye  a/Jo   unto  them  :  punc- 
tual in  his  dealings,  induftrious  in  his  calling, 
carefully    improving    every     talent,    where- 
with   God    hath    intrufted    him,     diligently 
hufbanding  every  moment  of  precious  time, 

'     and 
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words,  and  propofed  fome  heads  of  exami- 
nation, whereby  you  might  try,  whether  you 
be  indeed  in  Chrijl  new  creatures ;  a  neceflary 
point  to  be  known,  feeing  without  being  fo, 
as  Chrifi  himfelf  declares,  you  can  never  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  I  have 
now  concluded  with  a  brief  and  general  ac- 
count oftheaclions  of  the  new  creature,  which 
are  the^  confummation  of  the  whole,  and  I 
truft,  nay  am  affured,  there  are  many  of  you, 
who  can  apply  this  deicription  to  yourfelves  -y 
would  to  God  it  were  the  cafe  with  every 
one  here  prefent !  then  what  a  happy  people 
fhould  we  be,  even  Chrifi' s  own  peculiar 
people,  thofe  whom  he  loves,  protects,  pre- 
ferves  and  favours,  thofe  for  whom  he  con- 
defcended  to  die,  thofe  for  whom  he  lives, 
he  lives  to  interceed  in  heaven,  he  lives  to 
crown  with  everlafting  glory  !— BlefTed  be 
his  name  we  are  born  in  a  country  and  an 
age,  where  we  have  the  full  enjoyment  of 
that  light  of  life,  which  hath  fhone  forth  un- 
to all,  teaching  us,  that  de?iyi?ig  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufts,  we  Jhould  live  foberly,  rlgkteoufl\\ 
end  godly  in  this  prefent  world j  looking  for 
that  bleffed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of 
the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrijl, 
who  gave  himfelf  for  us>  that  he  might  redeem 

us 
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us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a 
peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works  P.  This 
was  the  great  purpofe  of  his  appearing  m 
humility,  and  herein  we  mould  diligently  exa- 
mine ourfelves;  for  Oh  confider  what  will 
all  this  world,  its  pleafures,  profits  or  vanities 
avail  you,  at  that  appearance  in  glory  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
will  render  to  every  man  according  to  their 
works;  and  accept  none,  who  have  not  la- 
boured to  become  his  peculiar  people,  by  liv- 
ing, through  the  faith  that  is  in  him,  godly, 
righteoufly  and  foberly,  by  purifying  them- 
felves,  through  his  grace,  from  all  iniquity, 
by  being  ZEALOUS  of  Good  Works  t 

Have  you  then  —  afk  your  own  hearts  as 
in  the  fight  and  fear  of  God  —  have  you 
then  laboured  fo  to  purify  yourfelves  ?  Are 
you  redeemed  from  all  iniquity  —  have  you 
deny'd  ungodlinefs,  and  wordly  lufts?  Or 
in  other  words,  hath  fin  no  longer  dominion 
over  you?  do  you  not  live  under  the  power 
and  in  the  practice  of  any  known  fin  ?  This, 
you  remember,  is  but  the  firft  ftep  in  the 
Chriftian  life;  but  it  will  be  happy  if  you 
can  anfwer  it  with  fatisfaction  to  your  own 

*  Titus  ii,  11,  &c. 
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fouls. — -Arid  if  thus  freed  from  the  fervitude 
of  fin,  fay  are  you  now  become  the  fervants 
of  God,  doing  his  will  from  the  heart  ?  Is 
the  law  of  God  your  rule  and  guide,  his 
will  your  will  and  rule  of  action,  his  glory 
the  great  end  and  purpofe  of  your  living  ? 
do  you  ferve  him  with  truth,  humility  and 
fmcerity,  and  omit  no  act  of  religious  duty, 
which  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  perform  ? 
do  you  labour  to  glorify  God  by  a  faithful 
diligence  in  your  calling,  as  well  as  by  what- 
ever endowments  and  abilities  he  hath  been 
pleafed  to  give  you?  and  efpecially,  do  you 
labour  to  do  fo,  in  every  relation  which  you 
bear  to  others,  fulfilling  them  as  unto  God, 
not  unto  men  ?  and  in  all  thefe  refpecls,  do 
you  let  prudence  and  discretion,  as  well  as 
zeal  and  affection,  guide,  moderate,  and  rule 
you  ? 

If  you  thus  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is 
in  the  light,  you  have  fellow /hip  with  him> 
and  the  blood  of  J  ejus  Chrijl  his  Sen  clearfeth 
you  from  all  fin :  Then  happy  are  ye,  the 
Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refreth  on  you  : 
you  are  an  honour  to  your  religion,  an  orna- 
ment, an  unfpeakable  advantage  to  fociety, 
the  bulwarks  of  the  ftate,  and  a  bletfing  to 
all  amongil'  whom  you  fojourn.     O  that  the 

number 
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number  of  fuch  was  daily  increafed ;  O  that 
you  would  all  labour  to  be  of  that  num- 
ber, which  nothing  hinders  but  the  perverfe- 
nefs  of  your  own  hearts,  vainly  purfuing 
fhadows  and  idly  doting  upon  unfubftantial 
vanities:  which  every  thing  perfuades  you 
to  become,  time,  eternity,  families,  country, 
friends  —  O  that  you  would  liften  to  their 
perfuafive  calls,  and  refolve  to  become  true 
difciples  of  Chrifi  —  O  that  you  would  con- 
fider  the  bleffednefs,  which  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion  would  afford,  and  the  horrible  confufion 
of  face,  which  a  neglect  of  putting  fuch 
a  refolution  into  act  will  caufe  on  that  ter- 
rible day  of  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  who  gave  him- 
felf  for  us,  who  purchafed  us  with  the  price 
of  his  own  moft  precious  blood,  and  who 
having  thus  redeemed  and  bought  us,  ex- 
pects that  we  in  return  fhould  give  him  our- 
felves,  fhould  yield  up  his  own  property  to 
him,  fhould  yield  it  up  into  his  loving  care 
here,  and  he  will  provide  for  it  an  eternal 
home  hereafter.     Which,  &c. 
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